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1. O’CEALLAIGH, or OKelly. The name O’Cellaigh is derived from one of their ancestors,
Ceallach, a celebrated chief in the ninth century. The O’Kellys are a branch of the Clan Colla,
of Orgiall in Ulster, and of the same descent as the Maguires, lords of Fermanagh, the Mac
Mahons, lords of Monaghan, the O’Hanlons, chiefs of Oirior in Armagh, and some other
clans, of whom an account has been given in the note on Orghialla. In tho 4th century Mani
Mor, or Mani the Great, a chief of the Clan Colla, having collected his forces in Orghialla, on
the borders of the present counties of Tyrone, Monaglian and Armagh, marched to Conn-
aught, and having conquered a colony of the Firbolgs, who possessed the territory called
Magh Sein-chineoil, expelled the Firbolgs, and to that territory, which was possessed by his
posterity, he gave the name Ui Mani, which has been latinised to Hy Mania and I Mania. This
extensive territory comprised a great part of South Connaught, in the present county of
Galway, and was afterwards extended beyond the river Suck to the Shannon, in the south of
Roscommon. and comprised the baronies of Ballymoe, Tiaquin, Killian and Kilconnel, with
part of Clonmacnoon in Galway, and the barony of Athlone in Roscommon. The O’Kellys
were princes of Ui Mani. Hy Mania is thus described by O’Dugan :

“ A great division of Connaught is that plain,
Of Ui Mani of vast assemblies.
Extending from the Shannon of fairy streams
To Cnoc Meadh of the great kings.”

The O’Kellys held the office of high treasurers of Connaught, and the Mac Dermotts that of
marshals. Tadhg or Teige O’Kelly, was one of tho commanders under Brian Boroimhe at the
battle of Clontarf. The O’Kellys had castles at Aughrim, Garbally, Gallagh, Monivea, Moy-
lough, Mullaghmore and Aghrane, now Castle-Kelly, in the county of Galway, and at
Athlone, Athleague, Corbeg, Galy and Skryne, in the county of Roscommon. The chiefs of
the O’Kellys were inaugurated at Clontuskert, about two miles from Eyrecourt, in the county
of Galway and held their rank as princes of Ui Maine to the reign of Elizabeth

2. MAC OIREACHTAIGH, or Mac Oiraghty, a name anglicised Mac Geraghty, or Geraghty,
descended from the same stock as the O’Conors, kings of Connaught.

“ Mac Oiraghty of the Steeds was the ruling
chief.

Of Muintir Roduiv of rightful laws—
A fearless warrior as he ranged the woods.'”

Mac Oiraghty, chief of Clan Tomaltaigh. Tho districts of Clan Tomaltaigh and Muintir
Roduiv, were situated in the barony of Roscommon, county of Roscommon. When de-
prived of their territories, some of the clan settled in Mayo and Sligo, and are to this day
the chief possessors of the island of Inis Murray, off the coast of Sligo, their having, it is said,
given name to the island from their former title as head chiefs of Siol Murray, and are still
governed by a chief of the tribe. As a remarkable circumstance connected with the Mac
Oiraghtys who reside at Croagh Patrick in Mayo, an antique bell is kept by them, and is
traditionally stated to have been one of those used by St. Patrick.

3. O’FINNACHTA, or O’Feenaghtys, chiefs of Clan Conmaigh and Clan Murchadha,
districts in the two half baronies of Ballymoe, in the counties of Roscommon and Galway.
Two distinct chiefs of the O’Feenaghtys are given by O’Dugan, one of Clan Murrogh, and the
other of Clan Conway ; the former being designated “ Chief of Clan Murrogh of the Champ-
ions.” O’Feenaghty, chiefs of Clan Conway, had their castle at Dunamon, near the river Suck,
in the county of Roscommon.



4. O’FALLAMHAIN, or O’Fallons, chiefs of Clan Uadach, a district in tho barony of Ath-
lone, in the county of Roscommon, comprising the parishes of Cam and Dysart, and had a
castle at Milltown. The O’Fallons were originally chiefs in Westmeath near Athlone. By
O’Dugan they are designated in terms which may be thus translated :

“ The O’Fallons who marched with force
Were chiefs of Clan Uadach of wine banquets,
Men who let not their spears decay.
Of those are the freeborn clans.”

5. O’BIRN, or O’Beirnes, chiefs of Mura O’Mannachain, otherwise called Tir Briuin-na-
Sionna, or Tir Briune of the Shannon. This territory lay along the Shannon, in the barony of
Ballintobber, in Roscommon comprising the parishes of Kilmore of the Shannon, Cloonaff,
Aughrim and Kilumod, extending nearly to Eldhin.

6. O’MANNACHAIN, or O’Monnaghan, was also a chief on the same territory as O’Beirne.
It is to be observed that these O’Beirnes are of a different race from the O’Byrnes of
Wicklow.

7. O’HAINLIDHE, or O’Hanleys, chiefs of Kinel Dobhtha, a large district in the barony of
Ballintobber, county of Roscommon, along the Shannon.

8. MAC BRANAIN, or Mac Breennan, sometimes made O’Brennnan, and O’Mailmichil, or
O’Mulvihil, sometimes anglicised to Mulville and Mitchell. The Mac Brennans and O’Mulvi-
hils were chiefs of Corca Achlann, a large district adjoining Kinel-Dobhtha, in the barony of
Roscommon. This district formed part of the Tuatha in which was situated the Slieve Baun
Mountain.

9. O’FLANNAGAIN, or O’Flannagans, chiefs of Clan Cathail, a territory in the barony of
Roscommon, north of Elphin. O’Maolmordha, O’Carthaidh, or O’Carthy, and O'Mughroin,
were also subordinate chiefs of Clan Cathail.

“ Four active chieftains
Ruled over the Clan Cathail.
Kinsmen who have not been dispraised
Are these four whom we enumerate.

“ O’Flanagan, chief of the territory,
O’Mulmora whom I praise ;
With cheerfulness they were still supported
By the blithe O’Carthy and O’Muroin.”

10. O’MAOLBRENNAN, a name anglicised to O’Mulrenan, were chiefs of Clan Conchobh-
air, or Clan Conor, a district in the barony of Roscommon, near Cruachan ; they are thus
designated by O’Dugan :

“ O’Mulbrenan of renown,
Was chief of Clan Conor of the fertile plains,
Their men above all others I record.
They are of the tribe of Clan Cathail.”

11. O’CATALAIN, chief of Clan Fogartaigh. O’Maonaigh, or O’Meeneys, sometimes made
O’Mooneys, were chiefs of Clan Murthuile. Clan Fogartaigh and Clan Murthuile were dis-
tricts in Ballintobber, county of Roscommon. O’Cathalain and O’Mooney are thus mentioned
in O’Dugan:



“ Cathalain is the chartered chief
Of Clan Fogarty of the grassy plains.
And powerful are his conquering forces ;
Chief of Clan Murthuile is O’Mooney.”

12. O’CONCEANAIN, Or O’Concannon, chief of Ui Diarmada, a district on the borders of
Roscommon and Galway in the baronies of Athlone and Ballymoe. The O’Concannons are
thus mentioned in O’Dugan :

“ The Ui Diarmada of protecting men,
Their heroes are kinsmen to kings.
Governor of the territory
Is O’Concanain, its undisputed chief.”

13. MAC MURCHADHA, or Mac Murrogh, sometimes anglicised to Mac Morrow, a chief
of Clan Tomaltaigh, in Roscommon, of which Mae Oiraghty was also chief

14. O'FLOINN, or O’Flynn, chief of Siol Maolruain, a large district in the barony of Ballin-
tobber county of Roscommon, in which lay Slieve Ui Fhloinn, or O’Flynn’s Mountain, and
which comprised the parishes of Killkeevan and Kiltullagh, and also part of the parish of
Ballynakill, in the barony of Ballymoe, county of Galway. O’Maolmuadh, or O’Mulloy, is
also given as a chief over Clan Taidhg, or Clan Teige, in the same district.

15. O’ROTHLAIN, chiefs of Coill Fothaidh, a district on the borders of Roscommon and
Mayo.

16. O’SGAITHGIL, or Mac Sgathgil, chief of Corca Mogha, a district which comprised the
parish of Kilkeeran, in the barony of Killian, county of Galway. O’Broin, anglicised to Burns,
was chief of Lough Gealgosa, a district adjoining Corca Mogha.

17. O’TALCHARAIN, chief of Conmaicne Cuile, a district in the barony of Clare, county of
Galway.

18. O’CADHLA, or O’Cawley, chief of Conmacni Mara, now the barony of Ballynahinch,
in the county of Galway.

19. MAC CONROI, or Mac Conroy, chief of Gno Mor, and O’Haidhnidh, chief of Gno Beag,
districts which lay along the western banks of Lough Corrib, between that lake and the bay
of Galway, in the barony of Moycullen, county of Galway. O’Dugan says :

“ Mac Conroy possesses in peace
Gno Mor of the numerous harbors.”

20. MACAEDHA, or Mac Hugh, called also Hughes, chief of Clan Cosgraidh, a district on
the eastern side of Lough Corrib, thus designated by O’Dugan :

“ The race of Mac Aedha on the eastern side
Of the extensive plain of Clan Cosgry,
An active host from the plain of Medha,
Mild and hospitable are their tribes.”

21. O’FLATHBERTAIGH, Or O’Flaherty, a name derived from Flaith, a chief or hero, and
beartach, of deeds ; hence it may signify a chief of noble deeds. They are styled by O’Dugan
chiefs of Muintir Murchadha, now the barony of Clare, county of Galway. In the 13th century



they were expelled from this territory by the English, and having settled on the other side of
Lough Corrib, got extensive possessions there in the barony of Moycullen, and were thence
styled lords of Iar Conacht, or West Connaught. They had the chief naval command about
Lough Corrib, on the islands of which they had castles.

They are thus designated by O Dugan :

“ Clan Murcadha of the fortress of hospitality
Was governed by the Clan Flaherty of swords,
Who from the shout of battle would not flee ;
To them belongs the regulation of the fair ports.

23. O’HEIDHIN, or O’Heyne, sometimes anglicised to Hynes. O’Heyne was styled prince of
Ui Fiachra Aidhni, so called as being of the race of Ui Fiachri. The territory of Ui Fiachra
Aidhni, also called South Ui Fiachra, was co-extensive with the diocese of Kilmacduagh, and
comprised the borony of Kiltartan, and parts of the baronies of Dunkellin and Loughrea, in
the county of Galway. The O’Heynas were descended from Guairi Aidhne, a king of
Connaught in the seventh century, who is celebrated by all the ancient annalists for his
hospitality to all classes, and charity to the poor; hence it passed into a proverb, in speaking
of an hospitable person, that he was “ as generous as Guaire ;” and the poets in their figurat-
ive language stated that his right hand had become much longer than his left in consequence
of being constantly extended in giving charity. The O’Heynes took their name from Eidhin,
one of their chiefs In the tenth century, and Maolruanaidh O’Heyne, prince of Ui Fiachra, was
a commandcr under Brian Boroimha at the battle of Clontarf and it may be remarkcd that
Brian Boromha was married to Mor, tho daughter of Flann, father of Maolruanaidh O’Heyne.
23. O’SECHMESAIGH, or O’Shaughnessey, of the same descent as O’Heyne, and chief of
Kinel Aedha, sometimes called Kinel Aedha na hEchtge, that is Kenel Hugh of Echty, a
mountainous district on the borders of Galway and Clare. Kinel Hugh was a large district in
the barony of Kiltartan, in the County of Galway. O’Cathail, or O’Cahal, of the race of Ui
Fiachra, was also chief of Cinel Hugh.

24. MAC GILLA CELLAIGH, or Mac Gilkelly, sometimes made Killikelly, also of the race of
Ui Fiachra, and another chief of Aidhne.

25. O’CLAIRIGH, or O’Clery, a name sometimes anglicised to Clarke, likewise of the race
of Ui Fiachra, and chiefs in Aidhne. and sometimes styled chiefs of Ui Fiachra Finn. They
took the name from Cloirach, one of their celebrated chiefs in the tenth century. Many of
these O’Clcrys were highly distinguished in literature, and a branch of them having settled in
Donegal became bards and historians to the O’Donnels, princes of Tyrconnell, and were the
authors of the Annals of the Four Masters. Other branches of the O’Clerys settled in Brefney
O’Reilly, or the county of Cavin.

26. O’DUIBHGILLA, chief of Kinel Cinngamhna. Mac Fiacha chief of Oga Beaihra,
O’Cathain chief of Kinel Sedna, and O’Maghna, chief of Caenridhe, all chiefs in Aidhne. The
Chiefs of Aidhne are thus designated by O’Dugan :

“ Let us approach Aidhne of Steeds,
And his noble chiefs of hospitality,
And let us trace their kings who are not few,
And treat of the host of the free clans.

“ The noble clan of Mac Gilkelly,
The O’Heynes of the sleek and slender steeds,
Whose defence and pride is the strength of their arms.
Are of the race of Guaire the Fair,



Good and hospitable is the chief,
O’Clery sprang of the same race.

“ Two other chiefs of Kinalea.
O’Shaughnessey whom I will not shun,
Together with O’Cahill of learned men,
Smooth are his fields and fertile his mountain.”

27. O’MADHAGAIN, or O’Madadhain, anglicised O’Madden, chief of Siol Anmchadha, a
name anglicised to Silanchia, and which got its name formAnmchadh, one of their ancient
chiefs. This territory comprised the present Barony of Longford, in the county of Galway, and
the parish of Lusmagh, on he other side of the Shannon, in the King’s county. The
O’Maddens are a branch of the O’Kellys, princes of Ui Mani, and took their name from
Madudan More, one of their ancient chiefs. There are several families of the name still in
Connaught.

28. O’HUALLACHAIN, or O’Hoolaghan. sometimes anglicised O’Coulaghan, and also given
by O’Dugan, as chiefs of Siol Anmchadha. O’Hoolaghan is thus designated by O'Dugan ;

“ A noble chief of lasting fame
Rules over the plain of the race of Anmcha,
A valiant rough-fettering warrior.
Of keen-edged weapons is O’Hoolaghan.”

29. O’MAELALAIDH, or O’Mulally, sometimes made Lally.

30. O’NEACHTAIN, or O’Naghten, sometimes made Norton. The O’Naghtens and
O’Mulalleys are given by O’Dugan as the two chiefs of Maen Magh, or Moenmoy, a territory
which according to O’Flaherty got its name from Moen one of the sons of Ugani. This ter-
ritory was an extensive plain, comprising a a great part of the present baronies of Loughrea
and Leitrim. The O’Naghtens and Mulallys are branches of the Clan Colla, and are thus
designated by O’Dugan :

“ The chiefs of Moenmoy the champions,
whose estate is the fertile plain.
Two who defend that district
Are O’Naghten and Mulally
Their warfare is heavy in battles
The land is theirs as far as Ui Firchra.”

The when Mulally’s when dispossed of their ancient lands settled in Tullach na Dala, near
Tuam where they had a castle. The head of the family having moved to France, a descendant
of his became celebrated as an orator and statesman at the time of the French Revolution, and
was known by the name Count Lally Tollendal, taking his title from his ancient territory in
Ireland. Several of the O’Lallys were celebrated commanders in the Irish Brigade in France,
and one of the created Marquis de Lally Tollendal, and a peer of France by Napoleon.

31. O’CONAILL, or O’Connell and Mac Egans were marshals of the forces of the O’Kellys,
princes of Ui Mani, and of the same descent as the O’Kellys.

32. MAC AEDHAGAIN, anglicised Mac Egans, were chiefs of Clan Diarmada, a district in
the barony of Leitrim, county Galway, and had a castle at Dun Doighre, now Duniry. The
Mac Egans were celebrated as Brehons in Connaught and in Ormond, and many of them were
eminent literary men. They are thus mentioned by O’Dugan :



“ Precedence for his valor and fame
Be given to Mac Egan the noble.
Record him for the activity of his warriors,
Of his prosperity and great renown.”

33. MAC GILLA FINNAGAIN, or O’Finnegans, a name sometimes rendered Finnucane, and
O’Cionaoith, or O Kenny, chiefs of Clan Laithemhain, called also Muintir Cionaith, a district
in the barony of Moycarnon, county of Roscommon. They are thus mentioned by O’Dugan :

“ Mac Gilla Finnegan the mild.
And the valiant Clan Kenny,
Two tribes who are fair so be seen
Rule over the brave Clan Flahavan.

34. O’DOMHNALLAIN, or O’Donnellans, chiefs of Clan Breasil, a district in the barony of
Leitrim county of Galway. The O’Donnellans are thus mentioned by O’Dugan :

“ Noble the blood and achievements
Of the O’Donnellans of handsome figure,
Rushing to the battle like a torrent,
Such are the yellow-haired Clan Breasail.”

There are still many families of the O’Donnellans in Connaught.

35. O’DONNACHDA, or O’Donoghoe, chief of Clan Cormaic, a district in Moonnioy, in
Galway, which has already been defined.

36. O’DUIBHGHIND, or O’Deighan, chief of the twelve Ballys, or Townlands, of O’Duibh-
ghind, a district near Loughrea, in the county of Galway

37. O’DOCOMLAIN, chief of Eidhnigh, and O’Gabhrain, or O’Gauran, chief of Dal
Druithne. districts about Loughrea.

38. O’MAOILBRIGHDE, or O’Mulbrides, or Mac Brides, chiefs of Magg Finn and of
Bredaech, a large district in the barony of Athlone, county of Roscominon, east of the river
Suck.

39. O’MAINNIN, or O’Mannin, or O’Mannings, chiefs of Sodhan, a large territory in the
barony of Tiaquin, which was made into six divisions, called the six Sodhans. The
O’Mannins had their chief residence at the castle of Clogher, barony of Tiaquin, county of
Galway, and afterwards at Menlough, in the parish of Killascobe, in the same barony. The
other chiefs given by O’Dugan on the six Sodhans were Mac-an-Bhaird, or Mac Wards ;
O’Sguarra, or O’Scurrys ; O’Lennan, or O’Lennans ; O’Casain, or O’Cashins ; O’Gialla, or
O’Giallain, rendered O’Gealans and Gillays, and O’Maigins, O’Migins, or O’Maginns. The
chiefs of Sodhan are thus mentioned by O’Dugan :

“ The six Sodhans let us not shun,
Their chiefs are not to be forgotten ;
Brave are their predatory hosts,
To whom belonged the spear-armed Sodhans.”

40. O’CATHAIL, or O’Cahill ; O’Mughroin, or O’Moran ; O’Maolruanaidh, or O’Mul-
rooney, were the three chiefs of Crumthan. an extensive territory sometimes called Cruffon,
comprising the barony of Killian, and part of Ballyimoe, in the county of Galway. These
chiefs are thus designated by O’Dugan :



“ O’Cahill and O’Murain the active,
O’Mulrooney of the splendid banquets.
Like trees which shelter the fertile land.
Are the chiefs of Crumthan of the woody plains.”

41. O’LAEDOG, or O’Laedhaigh, anglicised to O’Leahy, chiefs of Caladh, a large district in
the barony of Kilconnell, county of Galway. They are thus mentioned by O’Dugan :

“ The brave O’Leahys I must mention,
Chiefs of the broad lands of Caladh,
Men who won and hold the sway
Of Caladh by Shannon of clear streams.”

42. O’HAVERTY, chief in the barony of Athenry, and county of Galway.

43. The O’DALYS, a branch of the O’Donnells of Donegal, princes of Tirconnell, whose
tribe name was Clan Dalaigh. The O’Dalys, it appears, settled in Connaught as early as the
twelfth century, and accounts of many of them, very eminent as poets and learned men in
Connaught and in Munster. Several of them were distinguished ecclesiastics. The O’Dalys
had large possessions in the counties of Galway and Roscommon.

44. The O’HALLLORANS, given in O’Flaherty’s Ogygia (vol ii. p. 296), as chiefs of Clan
Fergaill, a large district on the east side of the river of Galway near Lough Corrib. From these
was descended O’Halloran the historian.

45. The O’CALLANANS and O’Canavans mentioned by O’Flaherty as hereditary physicians
in Galway.

46. The O’DUDHTHAIGH or O’Duffeys, families of note in Galway and Roscommon, and
many of them learned men and eminent ecclesiastics, several of them having been arch-
bishops of Tuam, and bishops in Elphin.

47. The O’BRIENS, a branch of the O’Briens of Thomond, in the county of Clare, and lords
of the Isles of Arran, off the coast of Galway, which they held from the thirteenth to a late
period in the sixteenth century, and, as captains of the sea coast, kept a large maritime force.

48. MAC CNAIBHIN, or Mac Nevin, according to the book of Leacan, chiefs of a district
called Crannog Mac Cnaimhin, or Crannagh Mac Nevin, in the parish of Tynagh, barony of
Leitrim, and county of Galway. There are still some families of the Mac Nevins in the county
of Galway.

49. MAC EOCHAID, or Mac Keogh, a branch of the O’Kellys, chiefs of Omhanach, now
Onagh, in the parish of Taghmaconnell, in the barony of Athlone, county of Roscommon.
There are still many families of the Mac Keoghs, or Keoghs, in Connaught

50. MAC GILLADUBH, or Mac Gilduffs, sometimes rendered Kildull’s, chiefs in Caladh,
along with the O’Leahys, in the barony of Killconnell, county of Galway.

51. The O’LORCAINS, or O’Larkinsb; the O’Gebenaighs, or O’Gevennys; the O’Aireach-
tains, anglicised to Harrington ; the O’Fahys, or O’Fays ; O’Laidins, or O’Lanes, and the
O’Horan.s, all clans in Ui Mani, in the county of Galway.

52. O’COBHTAIGH, or O’Coffeys, a branch of the O’Kellys, princes of Ui Mani. The
O’Coffeys possessed a large district in the barony of Clonmocnoon, county of Galway, and



had their principal residence at a place called Tuam Cathraigh. There are several families of
the name in the counties of Galway and Roscommon.

53. The MAC MANUSES, Mac Keons, O’Commins, and O’Ronans, clans in Roscommon.

Shortly after the English invasion, William de Burgo, and other Anglo-Norman leader, led
their forces into Connaught, and after fierce contests with the O’Connors and other chiefs,
got possession of a considerable portion of the country. From Richard, or Rickard de Burgo,
a great part of the county of Galway got the name of Clanrickard, which comprisod, accord-
ing to Ware, the baronies of Clare, Dunkellin, Loughrea, Kiltartan, Athenry and Leitrim.
The de Burgos became in time the most powerful family in Connaught, and were its chief
governors under the kings of England. They were styled Lords of Connaught, and also be-
came Earls of Ulster ; but on the death of William de Burgo, Earl of Ulster, in the thirteenth
century, and the marriage of his daughter, Elizabeth, to Lionel, Duke of Clarence, son of
King Edward III., his titles passed into the royal family of England, by whom they are still
held. In the beginning of the fourteenth century, the heads of the two principal branches
of the Burkes took the Irish name of Mac William, and adopted the Irish lanuuage and
customs. Sir William, or Ulick Burke. the progenitor of the Earls of Clanrickard, had groat
possessions in Galway and Roscommon, and took the name Mac William Eighter, and Sir
Edmund Burke, called Albanach, took the name Mac William Oughter, had large posses-
sions in Mayo, and was ancestor of the Earls of Mayo.

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries several English and Welsh families settled in the
town of Galway. and other parts of the county, the principal of whom were the Athys, Ber-
minghams, Blakes, Bodkins, Brownes, Blundels, Deanes, Dillons, Darcys, Frenches. Joyces,
Kirwans. Lynches, Lawlesses, Morrisses, Martins, Whites, &c. It is to be observed that the
O’Loinsighs, who are also called Lynch in English, are also an Irish clan. The O’Kerovans
are also an Irish clan, and the name hass been anglicised to Kirwan. Tho Mac Dorchys, or
O’Dorchys, were chiefs in Partry, in the county of Mayo, and also in Galway, and many of
them anglicised the name to D’Arcy, and were considered to be of English descent. The
Martins of Galway were considered by O’Brien. Vallancey and others, to be of Firbolg origin,
descended from the old race of the Fir Domnians, so frequently mentioned in the old annalists
under the name of Mairtinigh, anglicised Martineans. The Joyces, or de Jorses, came from
Wales to Galway in the reign of Edward I., and having formed alliances with the O’Flahertys,
chiefs of West Connaught, got large possessions in Connemarra, in the barony of Ross, and
towards the borders of Mayo, a large territory, which is still called Joyces’ Country, where
they are very numerous to the present day, and many of them remarkable for immense
strength of body and gigantic stature.
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