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As the area open to Patrick followed tribal divisions they must be kept in mind ; they are still to some
extent reproduced in the boundaries of dioceses.

The kingdom of Meath covered the counties of Meath, West Meath, Louth, Dublin north of the
Liffey, Cavan as far north and west as Ballyconnell, Longford and the southern part of Leitrim, and
perhaps a little more to the south of West Meath.

The kingdom of Connaught comprised all west of the Shannon except the county of Clare, the
county of Sligo and the northern part of Leitrim inhabited by the Calry. But the barony of Carbury
and north Leitrim in St. Patrick’s time or soon after fell under Ulster.

Meath was the kingdom of Tuathal Techtmar whose descendants according to the Irish genealogists
and historians acquired the chief sovereignty of Connaught and Ulster in the time of Muredach
Tirech in the first half of the 4th century. Muredach’s son Eochy Moyvane was father of Brian,
Fiachra, Ailill, Niall and Fergus. Niall became King of Ireland in 379. Brian was chief King of
Connaught. A partition or assignment of hereditary estates was now made among them. Niall got
Meath and Ulster. Connaught was divided among the other sons, except Fergus who left no
descendants. This partition is fictitious. The kings of the two great divisions of Connaught were
adopted into the Milesian family as sons of Eochy, and the ancient Hy Many were turned into
Milesian Hy Many by a fictitious conquest. As I understand the legends Brian was King of the
Connachta in the restricted sense of the Con-maicne of Mayo and Galway and their closely allied
tribes the Ciarraige, just as O’Conor afterwards was especially the King of the Silmurray, a group of
tribes sprung from Brian’s descendants in Moy Ai, chiefly from Muredach Mullethan. His sons
settled in the country between the Ciarraige and Con-maicne and the Shannon. Others are said to
have settled in the barony of Clare and in Umall, but I be-lieve that O’Flaherty and O’Malley really
descended from the ancient Clann Umoir royal families of those parts and were worked into the Hy
Briuin genealogy in later days. But this artificial genealogy in a way fairly represents the tribal
relations. Hy Briuin or Connachta did spring from the Clann Umoir. My views on this subject are
expressed in detail in an article on the Early Tribes of Connaught published in the Journal of the
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, vol. xxx. p. 343.

The Rath of Cruachan was the possession of the high King of Connaught for the time being, and he
had another on Inishowen or Inishmaine in Lough Mask.

These Hy Briuin and the Hy Fiachrach of Aidhne were of common origin in a remote past. The
territory of the latter was the diocese of Kilmacduagh. They were of the race of the Fiachra from
whom Thomond was taken by the ancestors of the Dalcais, the O’Briens. By a false identification the
Fiachra ancestor of the Hy Fiachrach of Aidhne has been united with the Fiachra father of King Dathi
from whom the Hy Fiachrach of the north take their name.

These northern Hy Fiachrach came from the very ancient Gamanraige and Clann Morna kings of
Irrosdomnann and had Carra, which went south to the Robe, and Tirawley and Erris as their immed-
iate possession. The Calraige of Coolcarney and of Murrisk and of Lough Gill and the Dartraige were
directly under them. I cannot ascertain anything about the Corcu Teimne except that they were in the
north of Carra. These tribes were the ancient Fer-domnann.

The Hy Ailello had the barony of Tirerrill and the part of the barony of Boyle north of Lough Key
and perhaps the south-east corner of Corran.

The families called descendants of Eochy Moyvane were few in number at this time, only the royal
families of their territories in which the ancient tribes remained as chiefs and land-owners more or
less closely related to them.



The Calry known as of Coolcarney or of Innse Nisc had the barony of Tireragh as far north as
Easkey and the parishes of Kilgarvan and Attymas. From Easkey eastwards that barony belonged to
the Calry of Murrisk. A small tribe, probably then very much larger than in later times, was in Moy-
heleog in Tirawley. Other clans of Calry called of Lough Gill occupied the barony of Carbury. Ross-
clogher in Leitrim was occupied by Calry called Dartraige. Calry “ of Three Plains” were in Drom-
ahaire and Calry of Aelmagh were to east of them, apparently in the northern part of the barony of
Dromahaire. Calry were in a subordinate position in Moylurg and a small clan was in Corran, prob-
ably in the part under the Hy Ailello. The Calry must have been a very powerful race formerly, but in
historical times were in decay.

These and their neighbours the Gregraige seem to have been ancient subdivisions of the kingdom
of Irrosdomnann.

The Gregry occupied the rest of Corran, Leyny, Gallen except Coolcarney, Coolavin, Costello north
of Knock and Aghamore except some country about Castlemore and Kilcolman held by the Ciarraige
of Artech. They are mentioned in connection with St. Patrick at Killaraght and at the Strand of Bally-
sadare. I infer that they were the dominant clan there, but they were soon after this time superseded
by the Luighne and Gaileanga. Then we find the Luighne in possession of the barony of Leyny, the
Gail-eanga in possession of North Costello and Gallen except Toomore and Kilgarvan and Attymas.

The Corcofirtri were in Corran. Next south of the Gregraige came the Ciarraige or Kerry who had
Artech comprising the parish of Kilnamanagh and the north and west of that of Tibohine and those of
Kilcolman and Castlemore, the parishes of Aghamore, and Knock, and Bekan, and Annagh, and the
barony of Clanmorris except the parish of Balla which was in Cera, and the barony of Castlereagh.
They were in four great divisions

1. Ciarraige Airtech, those of Artech.
2. Ciarraige Muigh Ai, those of the barony of Castlereagh.
3. Ciarraige Locha na n Airneadh, called from their chief residence on Mannin Lake, in the
eastern and southern parts of Aghamore and in Bekan and Annagh parishes.

4. Ciarraige Uachtar, in the rest of Aghamore, in Knock, and in the barony of Clanmorris.

The Conmaicne were in three divisions—

1. Conmaicne of Cuil Toladh had the barony of Kilmaine south of the Robe and the barony of
Ross.

2. Conmaicne Mara had that of Ballynahinch.
3. Conmaicne Cinel Dubhain or of Dunmore had the barony of Dunmore and the parishes of
Templetogher and Boyounagh and part of Clonbern and the parts of Dunmore and Tuam which
are in other baronies, and the parish of Belclare.

Though for convenience sake I have described them in their divisions it is not certain that they were
yet defined thus. The whole of these territories were occupied by the Conmaicne, and the inhabitants
of the northern part of the barony of Clare in which St. Patrick worked may have been of the same
race, probably were, which was in fact the Clann Umoir.

The Corcamogha, in part of Clonbern and Kilkerrin in later days, were allied in race, but very little
is known about them except that they were once a very great race. They and Ciarraige and
Conmaicne and Gregraige claimed a common descent from Fergus MacRoigh and Queen Meadbh
but were really descended from the ancient kings of Connaught.

The Partraige were to later days an important tribe under their own kings. They certainly occupied
Ballyovey and I think the parishes of Ballintubber and Ballyheane ; thus I account for St. Patrick’s
having access to that country. They were more nearly related to the Clann Umoir than to their Hy
Fiachrach neighbours. At this time, or earlier, they had the part of Umall from Croagh Patrick to
Lough Mask and the barony of Ross and the part of Kilmaine about Cong. But little is known about
them.



Umall, consisting of the baronies of Burrishoole and Murrisk, was occupied by families of the
Clann Umoir.

The Delbhna of Sid Nenta or Delbhna Nuadat had the country between Suck and Shannon from
Fairymount, Sid Nenta, to the south of the parish of Taghboy.

The Delbhna of Tir Da Loch and of Cuil Fabhair had the barony of Moycullen and most of that of
Galway.

Clann Umoir families were in the barony of Clare.

The rest of the northern part of Galway was occupied by the Sencheneoil or Old Tribes from whom
came the Sodans and the mysterious Corca, or Corca Mogha, of later days.

The rest of the south of Galway, outside Aidhne, and of Roscommon was occupied by Corca and
descendants of ancient Cathraige, and Hy Many. The latter as the ruling tribe gave their name to the
territories forming their great kingdom.

These tribal relationships must be kept in mind because the organisation and politics of the Irish
were wholly tribal, and dioceses were eventually based on them as they stood in the 12th century,
subject only to slight modifications arising from ecclesiastical connection of earlier times.

St. Patrick’s first 30 years of work must be remembered, of which at least a considerable part was
spent in Connaught, most likely nearly all the seven years, for the accounts we have of his episcopal
work therein relate to tours. A tradition that a church was founded by St. Patrick, if it is in a territory
which was open to him, should not be rejected because the early lives do not mention it.

St. Patrick’s work in Connaught

AFTER seven years preparation on the continent St. Patrick returned to Ireland as a missionary
about the year 402 and must have made his friendship with Duach and begun his work in Connaught
in the beginning of the century. To this early period must be ascribed the incident of Sachell being
handed over to him, in order to allow Sachell to be 30 years with Patrick before he was made one of
the bishops in Moy Ai. He left Ireland and returned about the year 425. Soon afterwards his patron
Duach died, about the same time as King Dathi was killed by lightning at Sliabh Alp, which I believe
to be the hill of that name in Erris. The heathen Amalgaid, hostile to the Christians, became chief
King of Connaught. The discovery of vessels hidden in a cave in the Hill of the Hy Ailello indicates a
per-secution, not unlikely to have been a consequence of the turbulence attending the succession.
Patrick perhaps hid them himself. During this early period Patrick worked in those parts of
Connaught and formed congregations and founded churches and formed connections with the
chieftains where he afterwards came as bishop to organise a proper ecclesiastical system.

In Meath the change was for the better. Laegaire countenanced Christianity. Soon after his
accession we find Patrick in Gaul where he is consecrated as bishop, somewhat against his will, in
succession to Palladius. It seems to me most likely that Patrick found circumstances favourable to
organisation of the church under the High King’s protection, and went to Gaul and Rome to urge the
appointment of a bishop. His account of himself suggests why he should prefer not to be the bishop.
He was not learned, had for years led a rough missionary life, had little intercourse with organised
churches, and must have felt that the most fitting bishop would be one familiar with church discipline
and working methods. Moreover he was 60 years old. He did not accompany Palladius. This seems
odd but it is easy to understand that it was better for him to stand out of Palladius’s way. Appeal
would have been incessant to him against the new system. Palladius’s failure forced his appointment.
His personal in-fluence was indispensable to carry out the changes. In time he brought to help him
many foreign priests and bishops, Franks, Gauls, Lombards, Britons, Romans. Here Roman may
mean only Roman citizens.

The appointment of a foreigner and stranger as head of the church of Ireland failed. The experiment
was not repeated. Clan feeling was too strong. Until the middle of the 12th century and the Anglo-
Norman Conquest no foreigner was made a bishop of the church of Ireland. The bishops of the



Danish towns did not belong to that church. The Pope had agents in Ireland who exercised influence,
and not independent authority over the church.

Some great events of his mission occurred in 441 and 443. According to the Annals of Clon-
macnoise and of Ulster the former was an “ approval” of his mission by Pope Leo. The latter seems
to have been a great event at Tara. In 439, his nephews Secundinus and Auxilius, and Isserninus were
sent to help him as bishops. The presence of Secundinus at Mucna’s Well, and the number of bishops
in attendance date this part of the Connaught tour as after 439 and before 446 when Secundinus died.

Tirechan’s Collections purport to record the remarkable events of the fifth year of King Laegaire,
but it is evident that events of very much later date are included, such as the visit to Tirawley. It
seems to me that the whole has been worked round the record of a tour in Connaught in or
immediately after 443, with a large train of priests and bishops, an organising tour. It looks much as
if it was based on some itinerary or diary of places visited. Thus I account for omission of reference
to the foundation of Donaghpatrick for Bishop Failart, which seems to be certainly a Patrician
church. The foundation of Kilbennan is given in a detached list, showing that the places mentioned in
the tour are not exhaustive of his work in Connaught. The account of the tour itself shows that
churches were there already. Professor Bury has shown grounds for taking it to be a tour made by
Tirechan himself into which he has worked the traditions relating to Patrician churches in the form of
an Itinerary of Patrick. [1] There are grounds for either view, and perhaps both apply in parts.

Tirechan’s Collections are the best authority for Connaught. In several instances he says that he has
seen things in Connaught. His work, written in the middle of the 7th century, was copied into the
Book of Armagh in 807 or 808.

That book is of higher authority than the Tripartite Life, which is based on the same authorities but
is a work of the 10th or 11th century according to Dr. W. Stokes. It follows Tirechan with exactness
in many parts of the Connaught tour, and seems to have been copied from the Book of Armagh when
that Book was already partly illegible. It omits the fragments relating to Medbu, to “ the sons of En . .
. ,” and to Senmeda, and sums up those relating to the Conmaicne in “ Arduiscon, &c.” Still it is of
great authority being founded on such early materials, makes parts of the Book of Armagh more in-
telligible, and gives additional information.

I begin with the Book of Armagh and follow with further information from the Tripartite Life,
using Stokes’s translation of the latter. Tirechan’s names written partly in Latin as Campus Ai I put in
the Irish equivalent if it is well known or is in the Tripartite Life.

The following note is between Muirchu Maccu Machtheni’s Life and the Dicta Patricii.

“ Patrick came from the country of Arthicc to Drummut [2] Cerigi and to Nairniu Toisciurt [and] to
Ailich Esrachtae. [3] And [when] the heathen saw him with eight or nine men with tablets in their
hands written in the Mosaic fashion, they cried out against them that they should kill the saints, and
said : ‘ They have swords in their hands to kill men. By day they look like wood with them, but we
think them iron swords for shedding blood.’ The great crowd wanted to do harm to the saints. But a
merciful man was among them, Hercaith by name, of the race of Nothi, father of Feradach. He be-
lieved in the God of Patrick, and Patrick baptized him and his son Feradach, and he offered his son to
Patrick. And he went with Patrick to study for thirty years, and [Patrick] ordained him in the city of
Rome, and gave him a new name Sachell, and wrote for him a book of psalms which I have seen, and
[Sachell] bore away from him a portion of the relics of Peter and Paul, Laurence and Stephen which
are in Machi. Caetiac and Sachell ordained bishops, priests, deacons, clergy without Patrick’s advice
in Mag Aíi. And Patrick found fault with them and sending letters to them Patrick’s two willing
youths being drawn to penitence went to Arddmache to Patrick, and performed the penance of
monks. And he said to them : ‘ Your churches will not be great.’ ”

Sachell seems to have been a Mayo man. Baslick was his church. It was founded for some of
Patrick’s foreign missionaries, hence perhaps the name Basilica, uncommon in Ireland. He was
bishop of the Ciarraige of Moy Ai. Another version of the name is Irish, Bas Leac, Death Stone. A
stone in the river bed is said to be referred to.



Tirechan first notes that Patrick landed in Mag Breg with a host of bishops and clergy, mentions in-
cidents, gives a list of Patrick’s bishops priests and deacons and Franks, and of churches founded in
Mag Breg. Then follow proceedings at Teltown. “ And Patrick went again to the city of Tara to
Loiguire son of Niall, because he had made an engagement with him that he should not be killed in
his kingdom.” Other churches are founded in the neighbourhood, and he enters the king’s house. The
incident which leads to Patrick’s visit to Tirawley comes in here, but the account of the work in
Tirawley comes in later. I reserve this for its proper place after the tour in Roscommon and Mayo.

Tirechan shortly names churches founded as Patrick goes to Ushnagh and round about, whence he
goes into Teffa and Moy Rein and sends Methbrain to Rath Slecht, which should be in Magh Slecht,
and comes to the shore of the Shannon at Cuil Boidmail, which is not now known. Tirechan observes
that all the things written from the beginning are well known to “ you” (the Hy Neill) because they
were done in your countries except a few matters, complains that so much has been withdrawn from
the jurisdiction of Patrick to which it belonged, and says he will deal more concisely with the rest, as
in fact he does.

“ St. Patrick therefore came by the channel of the river Shannon by Two Birds’ Ford [4] to Mag Aii.
But Mael and Caplait, druids of Loiguire son of Niall, two brothers who had fostered Loiguire’s two
daughters Ethne the Fair, Fedelm the Ruddy, hearing all that had been done, fearing lest they should
adopt the practices of the saint, were very angry and made darkness like night and thick fogs over all
Mag Ai, we know not by whose power this was ; but we know that the night lasted three days and as
many nights. And the saint set to fast for three days and three nights, besought God the King of Kings
with hundreds of prayers and constant genuflections, and all the magic weight of darkness passed
away from Mag Ai, and he said ‘ Thanks be to God.’And they came by the channel of the river
Shannon, which is called Bandea to Duma Graid. [5] In which plain he ordained St. Ailbe a priest ;
whom he informed of a wonderful stone altar in the Mount of the Hy Ailello, because he [6] was
among the Hy Ailello. And he baptized St. Mane whom Bishop Bron, son of Icne, servant of God
companion of Patrick ordained. They came to Mag Glais, and he placed in it the great church which
is called thus, Kilmore, [7] and left in it two barbarians [8] Conleng and Ercleng, his monks.

“ Thence he came to Assic and Bitte and to the brothers Hono and Ith, druids, who were of the race
of Corcu-Chonlúain. The former of them received Patrick and his saints with joy, and offered to him
his house. And [Patrick] went to Imbliuch Hornon. And Patrick said to him : ‘ Thy seed shall be
blessed, and of thy seed shall be priests of the Lord and worthy princes in my endowment and thy in-
heritance.’And he placed there Assic and Bethe, son of Assic’s brother, and Cipia, mother of Bishop
Bethe.

“ Bishop St. Assic was Patrick’s coppersmith, and made altars and square book cases. Besides he
made our saint’s patens in honor of Bishop Patrick, and of them I have seen three square patens, that
is a paten in the church of Patrick in Ardd-Machae and another in the church of Ale-find [9] and a
third in the great church [10] of Saeoli upon the altar of Bishop St. Félart.” Here follows a story about
Assic.

“ Patrick indeed went from the well of Elphin to Dumicha [11] of the Hy Ailello and founded in that
place the church which is called thus, Senella Cella Dumiche [12] to this day. In which he left the
Saints Macet and Cetgen and priest Rodan.

“ And there came with him in his journey a happy daughter by name Mathona, sister of Benen
successor of Patrick, who carried the pall with Patrick and Rodan and was their nun. And she went by
Sliab maccn Ailello and planted a free church in Tamnuch, [13] and was honoured by God and by
men, and she herself made friendship with the relics of St. Rodan, and their successors feasted to-
gether.

“ But after this they established bishops, i.e. Cairell [and . . . ], by the holy church in Tamnuch,
whom Patrick’s bishops, that is Bron and Biethe, ordained. They did not demand anything but friend-
ship from the convent of the Dumas, but the convent of Clono [14] demands [something], because
since the last mortalities [15] they hold many of Patrick’s places by force.”



Next comes the very curious account of St. Patrick and King Laegaire’s daughters, in which, in my
opinion, several stories and traditions are combined, relating to incidents of very different dates. The
story thus has an air of unreality and an appearance of the girls having been suddenly converted and
having then died or been killed and buried. The stories relating to them and Mael and Caplit are
mixed up. They seem to be compounded of a story of Patrick’s first meeting with them, and of their
conver-sion, which offers an opportunity for bringing in a confession of faith and a catechism, an
account of their taking the veil, and an account of their death and burial and the building of a
memorial church. The sudden death as the story stands is difficult to explain, but if the whole be
taken to be an abstract of all that Tirechan heard about them, as I suggest, it comes only to this, that
two sisters died at the same time and were buried together.

St. Patrick and his party went from the Dumas to the well called Clebach [16] in the skirts of
Crochan to the east, which they reached before sunrise, and they were sitting there when Ethne and
Fedelm came to wash as women’s custom is. The girls asked who they were and whence they came,
which introduces the confession of faith and the catechism. They are baptized and a white garment is
put on their heads. They beg to see the face of Christ and are told that they must first taste of death
and receive the sacrifice. They ask to be given the sacrifice.

“ And they received the Eucharist of God and they slept in death. And they placed them in a bed
covered with one mantle, and their friends made a wailing and a great lamentation.

“ [And then came] [17] Caplit who had fostered one of them and .[17] And Patrick preached to
him, and he believed and the hairs of his head were removed. [18] And his brother M[ael] came and
said ‘ My brother has believed in Patrick and it shall not be so, and I will bring him back to heathen-
ism,’ and he said hard things to Mathonus [19] and to Patrick. And Patrick spoke to him and preached
and turned him to the repentance of God, and the hairs of his head were removed, that is the druidical
fashion [which] was seen on his head, airbacc as it is called giunnae. [20] Hence the proverb which is
best known of all Scottish proverbs : He is like Calvus against Caplit. And they believed in God.

“ And the days of lamentation for the King’s daughters ended, and they buried them by the Well of
Clebach and made a round ditch like a ferta, because the Scots and Gentiles did so. But among us it is
called Relic, that is, the Remains and feurt. And it was offered with the bones of the holy women to
God and to Patrick and to his successors after him for ever. And he made an earthen church [21] in
that place.

“ But thence Patrick came to . . . Caire [tha] that is into Mag Cairetha, and . . . they founded [a
church] in Ardlicce, which is called thus, Sendomnach, [22] and he settled in it St. Coeman a deacon
his monk dear to Christ Patrick’s youth.

“ And Patrick came to . . . . . Ardd Senlis, [23] and put . . . . . aloca, and obtained a place in
Mag Nento. [24] And they went away with Bishop St. [Ce]thiac to his own country, for his father was
of
the race of Ailill, and his mother was of the race of Sai of the countries of the Cianachta . . . (by
them) deacon St. Jostus being only a little boy and he obtained Fidard. [25] And he [St. Patrick] gave
him books of baptism, and he baptized the Hy (Maine), and in his good old age baptized Ciaran son
of the Carpenter when he was old and full of years. But there intervened between the death of Patrick
and the birth of Ciaran one hundred and forty years [26] as those most skilled in numbers calculate,
and Ciaran was baptized out of Patrick’s book, by deacon Justus in view of the people. [27]

“ But Patrick’s Franks left Patrick, 15 brothers and one sister. Also I cannot tell the names of the
men except two, the principal Bernicius and Hernicius and the name of Nitria sister of . . . bishop.
And many places were given to them, and I know none, except that one is Basilica [28] of the saints,
because St. Patrick pointed out to them the nature of the place and pointed it out to them with his
finger from the Mound of Garad, when they came to him that he might choose for them out of the
places they had found. And Cethec founded the church of Brergarad. [29] A certain lad who came
through the river Suck and his feet were dry and his boots were of a ditch. [30]



“ But Patrick came to Selca [31] in which the (Sons) of Brian with a multitude of holy bishops en-
camped among the mounds of Selca, and they made him a bed and a seat between the stones on
which they wrote with his hand letters which we have seen to-day with our own eyes. And with him
were

Bron bishop, qui tenuit (cel)
Sache(ll), lolam Benign [32] (i . . )
Bronach priest, anorto a Pat
Rodan, ricio ac ( )
Cassan, Felartus Episcopus (de)
Brocid, genere (Ailello)
Lomman his brother, . sorores, ii.
Benignus successor of Patrick . . . . .
and Benignus brother of Ceth-
(eci) [33] . . . .
of the race of Ailill . . in mar (i Conmaicne)

“ It is called thus Croch Cuile. [34] And he planted a church above Loch Selca inscae, [35] and
baptized the sons of Bron.

“ And he went to the way of the Gregirgi, and founded a church in Drummae [36] and dug a well
[beside it : it has no stream] into or out of it, but is always full.

“ A paten and a chalice are in the Cell [37] of Adrochta daughter of Talain, and she received the veil
from Patrick’s hand. And he went to the Sons of Heric, and was in that place [38] in which women are
by the ford of the Sons of Heric. And his horses were stolen, and he cursed them saying : ‘ Your seed
shall serve the seed of your brothers ;’ which has proved to be the case.

“ And he turned back to Mag Airthic, and put the church of Senes [39] in that plain, and blessed a
place in Taulich Lapidum. [40]

“ And he went to Drummut [41] Cerrigi, and found two men, sons of one man, fighting together
after the death of their father, who was a coppersmith of the race of Cerrigi ... en they wished to
divide the inheritance, and the wood of contention which is called caam among the heathen had been
placed, and they drew their two edged swords their hands raised and feet apart one brother ready to
strike the other, all which was done in due form on the ground after the usage of the duel. But when
Patrick had come to them seeing them from a distance about the breadth of an acre he opened his
mouth and said : ‘ Lord Father, I pray you, hold the hands of the brothers that they hurt not each
other.’And they could not put out or draw back a hand, but were standing like wooden statues. And
he blessed them and taught them and said : ‘ Make friends, as you are brothers, and do what I tell you
: sit down.’ They sat down as Patrick said and offered the land and goods of their father to Patrick and
to the God of heaven, and he founded a church there, and in that place is the artisan Coona brother of
the bishop of Basilica.

“ He went through the wastes of the Cerrigi into the northern plain, that is Nairniu, and found
St. Iarnasc under an elm tree [42] with his son Locharnach, and wrote elements for him. And he was a
week or more with him, with 8 or 12 men. And he founded a church [43] and made him [44] abbot.
And there was a certain man full of the Holy Spirit, from the north, by name Medbu . . . . came with
Patrick from Irlochir, and read in Ardd Machae, and was ordained in the same place, (and) was
(deacon) to Patrick of the race of Machi good (man) and founded a free church [45] in Imgoe Mair
Cerrigi (a monk) in Ardd Machae.

“ And Patrick went on to the well [46] which is called Mucna, and made the Cella Senes [47] which
is so called. And Secundinus was apart under a leafy elm. And the sign of the cross is in that place
even to this day. [48] And he came by the wastes of the sons of En . . . in which omman Turresc
[49] . . . After many days there came ( )1 Senmeda a daughter of En ( ) son of Br( ), [50] and
received the veil from Patrick’s hand, and gave him her ornaments from neck and hands and feet and
arms, (this) is called aros in Irish.



“ And he went to the country of the Conmaicne in Cuil Tolat and put in it foursided churches . .
air Uiscon . . . the little middle cell [51] in which (he left) the sisters of Faila(rti, bishop, of the race
of Ailill) another Cell of Fish in which the holy woman (The rest of the column is illegible.)

“ And he came into Mag Caeri [52] and they encamped in Cuilcore, [52] and he placed a church in
that place, and baptized many.

“ And thence he went to Mag Foimsen [53] and found in that place two brothers sons of a man
named Ciilaid, that is Luchti son of Cúlaid and Derclam, [54] who sent his slave to kill Patrick. But
Luchti saved him. To whom Patrick said : ‘ Bishops and priests shall be of your race, but your
brother’s race shall be accursed, and they shall soon die out.’And he left the priest Conan in that
place. [55]

And he went to the Well of Stringill [56] in the Wastes, and he was at it two Sundays. And he went
to Mag Raithin. [57] And he went to the border of Umal of Achud Fobuir [58] in which there are
bishops. And there came to him the holy daughter who bore the pall with Patrick, and he ordained
Senach the son of her father, and gave him a new name, that is Lamb of God, and made him a bishop.
And he de-manded three demands of Patrick : that he should not sin while in orders, and that his
name should not be given to the place, and that what was wanting of his age should be added to the
age of his son, Oingus by name. For whom Patrick wrote an abgitorium, on the day on which Senach
was ordained. Patrick established a church in that place near the daughter by name Mathona, and said
to them :
‘ Good bishops shall be here, and of their seed shall be blessed men for ever in this see.’ The same is
Ached-Fobuir, and they received Patrick’s Mass.

“ And Patrick went to Mount Egli [59] to fast in it forty days and forty nights, keeping the discipline
of Moses and Elias and Christ. And his charioteer died in Muirescc Aigli, [60] that is the plain
between the sea and Aigill. [61] And he buried that charioteer All Bald, that is Totmael, and piled
stones as a sepulchre, and said : ‘ So be it for ever, and it shall be visited by me in the last days.’

“ And Patrick went to the heights of the mountain over Crochan [62] Aigli, and stayed there 40 days
and 40 nights. And heavy birds were towards him, and he could not see the face of heaven and earth
and sea, because God said to all the saints of Ireland, past, present, future : ‘ O Saints, Go up on the
mountain which overhangs and is higher than all the mountains which are to the setting of the sun, to
bless the peoples of Ireland,’ that Patrick might see the fruit of his labour, because the choir of all the
Irish saints came to him to visit their father. And he established a church [63] in Mag Humail.

“ And he came to the countries of the Corcu-Temne to the Well of Sín, [64] in which he baptized
many thousands of men, and he founded three churches.

“ And he came to the Well [65] of Findmag, [66] which is called Slan, because he was informed that
the druids honoured the well and made offerings to it as a god. The well indeed was square, and a
square stone was in the mouth of the well, and the water came against the stone, that is through the
joints like a royal footmark. [67] And the unbelievers said that a certain dead prophet made himself a
coffin in the water under the stone that it might always wash his bones, because he feared the burning
of fire, because they worshipped the well as a god. And Patrick was informed of the reason of wor-
ship, and he had jealousy for God from the living God, and said : ‘ It is not true what you say that the
well was the King of Waters,’ because they had given it the name of ‘ King of Waters,’And the druids
and heathen of that country and a very great crowd were gathered at the well, and Patrick said to
them : ‘ Raise the stone, that we may see what is underneath, whether bones or not, for I tell you a
man’s bones are not under it, but I think something of gold and silver through the jointings of the
stones, not at all from your unrighteous offerings.’

And they could not raise the stone. And Patrick and his servants blessed the stone, and Patrick said
to the crowd : ‘ Draw back a little, that you may see the power of my God who dwells in the
heavens.’And with outstretched hands he raised the stone from the mouth of the well, and laid it
aside from its place over the edges of the well, and it is always (there). And they found nothing but
water in the well, and they believed in the most High God. And a certain man, Caeta or Cata by



name, sat apart by the stone which a certain man set up, whom Patrick blessed, and he baptized him
and said to him :

‘ Thy seed shall be blessed for ever.’

“ Cellola Tog [68] in the countries of the Corcuteimne was Patrick’s. Bishop Cainnech, Patrick’s
monk, founded it.

“ And St. Patrick went through the plains in the countries of the Maicc Hercae to Dichuil [69] and
Aurchuil.” [69]

In Dichuil he raised from the dead the man who was buried in a giant’s grave 120 feet long, to let
his disciples see him. The giant gave his name, believed, was baptized, confessed, and was put back
into his grave. And he came into the White Plain in the countries of the Hy Maine, that is to Magh
Finn, the parish of Taghmaconnell near Athlone. Here he finds two new graves. A cross has been put
over that of a heathen by mistake. St. Patrick corrects the mistake and puts the cross over the
Christian’s grave.

All this tour from Clonmacnoise through Roscommon and Sligo and Mayo up to the departure from
Mayo impresses me as founded upon a real record, into which unconnected incidents have been
worked, such as some of the dealings with Laegaire’s daughters and with Mael and Caplait, and some
traditions and miracles. Having thus brought St. Patrick back nearly to Athlone, Tirechan suddenly
takes up the story of the journey to Tirawley as if after the journey straight across Ireland. That in-
cident occurred really nearly ten years later. I now therefore take up Tirechan's story at the point
where he entered the king’s house, p. 15.

“ And they came to the well, Loigles in Irish, with us ‘ Calf of Cities.’And when he had opened his
book and had baptized the man Erc he heard men behind his back laughing together in discussing that
business, because they did not understand what he had done, and he baptized so many thousands of
men on that day : and he heard among the different acts of baptism. For behold two noblemen were
talking behind his back, and one said to the other :

‘ It is true what you said last year that you would come thither or hither in these days. Please tell
me your name, and that of your father, of your land and country, and where your house is.’ He
answered : ‘ I am Enda son of Amolngid, son of Fechra, son of Echu, from the western shores of Mag
Domnon and from Fochloth’s Wood.’And when Patrick had heard the name of Fochloth’s Wood, he
rejoiced much, and said to Enda son of Amolngid : ‘ I also will go with you, if I am alive, because the
Lord has told me to go.’And Enda said : ‘ You shall not go with me lest we be killed together.’ The
Saint said also : ‘ Nevertheless even you shall never reach your country alive, unless I come with
you, and you shall not have eternal life : because you have come hither on my account, like Joseph
before the sons of Israel.’ But Enda said to Patrick : ‘ Do you give baptism to my son, because he is
young. But I and my brothers cannot believe you until we reach our own people, lest they laugh at
us.’ But Conall was baptized, and Patrick gave him his blessing, and took his hand, and gave him to
Bishop Cethiac. And Cethiac and Bishop Cethiac’s brother Mucne, whose relics are in the Great
Church [70] of Patrick in Fochlith’s Wood, brought him up and taught him. On this account Cethiac
gave his island [71] to Conall, and it belongs to his race to the present day. because he was a layman
after the death of St. Cethiac.

“ But six sons of Amolngid came for judgment before the face of Loiguire, and Enda alone and his
young son against them and Patrick before them, and they investigated the case of their inheritance.
And Loiguire and Patrick gave them judgment that they should divide the inheritance between them
in seven shares. And Enda said : ‘ I offer up to the God of Patrick and to Patrick my son and share of
the inheritance.’ Some say it is on this account we are servants of Patrick to the present day.

“ Patrick and the sons of Amolngid with an army of laymen and holy bishops made an engagement
by the hands of Loiguire son of Niall, and went on their way to Mount Egli, and Patrick spent also
the price of fifteen souls of men, as he says in his writings, that none of the wicked men might stay
them in their straight road across all Ireland ; because it was necessary for them to reach Fochlith’s
Wood before the head of the year the second Easter, on account of the sons crying with a great cry,



[whose] voices he heard in their mother’s womb saying : ‘ Come, holy Patrick, to save us.’ “ I now
take the story again where it starts from Magh Finn apparently—

“ He came indeed across the Moy, and behold the druids of the sons of Amolngid heard that the
saint had come upon them in their own countries. A very great crowd of druids gathered around the
chief druid, Recrad by name, who wished to kill St. Patrick. And he came to them with nine druids
dressed in white clothes with the druidical enemy. And Patrick and Enda son of Amolngid and Conall
son of Enda saw him afar off, when Patrick was baptizing a great multitude. And when Enda saw
them, he got up and seized his weapons to keep off the druids, because the druids were about 1000
paces from them across a rill of water. But Patrick sent Conall son of Enda to meet the druids that he
might know him, and not kill any one else, and the son stood beside the druid as a mark. And behold
St. Patrick stood up, and raised his left hand to the God of heaven, and cursed the druid. And he fell
dead in the midst of his druids, and the mob scattered over all Mag Domnon, and he was burnt up
before the face of all as a mark of judgment, when all men saw this miracle. And he baptized many
on that day and ordained St. Mucne brother of Cethach, and gave him seven books of the law which
he left after him to Mace Cerce son of Mac Dregin. And he founded a church [72] above Fochluth’s
Wood, in which are the holy bones of bishop Mucnói, because God told him that he should leave the
law and ordain there bishops, and priests and deacons in that country. And he blessed the son of
Amolngid, Fergus brother of Enda, because he did a miracle in his land.

“ And behold a certain man by name Mac Dregin came to them with seven heathen sons, and
begged of Patrick the baptism of God. And he blessed him with his sons, and chose one son out of
them, whose name was Mace Ercae, and wrote the elements, and blessed him with a father’s blessing.
And the son’s father said : ‘ I shall be sorry if my son go away with you.’And Patrick said : ‘ It shall
not be so, but I will entrust him to Bron son of Icni and to Olcan.’ He stretched out his hand and
pointed out to him the place [73] far off in which his bones are, and marked the place with the sign of
the cross with his finger, and put a cross there. And behold two girls came to Patrick and received the
veil from his hand, and he blessed a place [74] for them above Fochlith’s Wood.

“ And behold Patrick proceeded to the field which is called Foirrgea [75] of the sons of Amolngid
for the partition between the sons of Amolngid, and made there a four-cornered earthen church of
mud because a wood was not near. And they brought to him a sick pregnant woman, and he baptized
the son in the mother’s womb. The water of the son’s baptism is the water of the woman’s
communion. And they buried her in the mounds above the church, and the seat of the Saint himself is
beside the church to the present day. And he built a church [76] among a certain family in a bay of the
sea, that is Ros Mac Caitni.

“ And he turned back to the river Moy out of Vertrige into Bertriga, [77] and raised there a stone as
a sign of the cross of Christ, and said : ‘ Behold water shall be found here in the last days and it shall
be inhabited by me.' And he founded a church [78] by Rath Rigbairt and came into Muirisca to Bron
son of Icni, and blessed a son, who is bishop Mace Rime, and they wrote elements for him and
bishop Muirethach, who was over the river Bratho. [79]

“ And Patrick and Broon and with them Mac Ercae son of Dregin came across Traigh Authuili [80]
to the borders of Irae, to the plain, that is Ros Dregnige, in which place is Broon’s little hut. And
sitting there Patrick’s tooth fell out, and he gave the tooth to his Broon as a relic, and said : ‘ Behold
the sea shall cast us out of this place in the last days, and ye shall go to the river of Slicichae [81] to
the wood.’

“ And he went out across the Mount of the sons of Ailill, and founded a church there, that is
Tamnach [82] and Echenach [82] and Cell Angle [82] and Cell Senchuae. [82] And he went out to the
countries of the Callrigi Tre Maige and made a church by Druim Leas [83] and baptized many. And
turned to the plain of Ailmaige and founded a church there, that is, Domnach Ailmaige, [84] because
Patrick stayed there three days and three nights.

“ And he proceeded to Mag Aine [85] and placed a church there. And he turned to Evoi [86] and into
Mag Cetni [87] and cursed the river which is called Black, because he asked [the fishermen for fish]
and they gave none of their fish to the Saint. But he blessed the Drobhaise, in which great fishes live,
or the race of fishes is made. The river Drobhaise had no fishes before, but ever since it gives fruit to



fisher-men. And he cursed other rivers, that is the river Oingae [88] and Saele, [89] because two of
Patrick’s lads were drowned in Saeli, on which account this was done as a memorial of an act of
power.”

Thence St. Patrick passed away into Ulster and stayed in Mag Tochuir, now Inishowen. “ In which
place also there came to him a certain bishop of the race of the Corcu-theimne from Cellola Toch in
the countries of the Temenrigi [90] in Carra towards the setting of the sun, a bishop with one sister of
Patrick's monk, and their place is now under the convent of Clono, [91] and the men of that place de-
plore it.”

“ Patrick crossed the Shannon three times and spent seven years in the western land.”

In Ardstraw he ordained Mac Erca as bishop. The bishop who came to Inishowen seems to be
bishop Cainnech, founder of Cellola Tog.
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[6] Or “ it.”
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[13] A church in Tawnagh parish in Tirerrill.
[14] Clonmacnoise.
[15] Probably the plague of A.D. 666.
[16] Probably the well to west of Shankill near Elphin.
[17] Text obliterated, only partly legible.
[18] Tonsured.
[19] Professor Bury’s rendering, suggesting Mathonum for Mathoum and that Mathonus was a brother
of Mathona.—Eng. Hist. Review, Ap. 1902.

[20] Dr. Joyce translates Airbacc giunnae as literally “ fence of hair.” Social Hist. Ireland, I. p. 234.
[21] Shankill near Elphin.
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[52] The places are unknown but seem to be in the south of Clanmorris.
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[66] Country about Manulla, Magfiondealbha.
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[75] Forrach seems to have been name of a large tract about Mullafarry in which the Forrach was.
Killogunra is likely to be the church founded in it.
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[77] From Bartragh near Killala to the Bartragh on Sligo shore near Scurmore.
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