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As we proceeded, our attention was called to two comfortable-looking farm-houses, and
on inquiry we were informed that they were inhabited by considerable farmers, who occupied
nearly one hundred acres each ! The dress of both sexes, on gala days, is highly decent and
proper. The women in general wearing nothing on their heads but a cap of muslin or linen.
Unaccustomed to the luxury of a hat, its absence seemed to be unattended with inconvenience
; though the want of shade to the face in fine, and shelter in bad weather, must, I should
suppose, be severely felt. Their hair is an object of great care and attention. In what-ever
dishabille the younger part of the sex may appear, their hair is always carefully put up in
papers ; and, when dressed, great pains are bestowed in curling and disposing it in becoming
ringlets. Vanity, which exercises a dominion over every mortal in a greater or less degree,
teaches the people of both sexes here, that shoes are to be considered as appendages of
ornament rather than of use. As we approached Belfast we met numbers, both of men and
women, who had halted to disrobe themselves of their shoes and stockings, after these had
served the purposes of exhibition. Motives of œconomy, as well as comfort, induced the
wearers to disencumber themselves of these superfluities. The poor children are suffered to
run about in a most ragged dirty condition ; yet rosy health is seen to bloom on their count-
enances, and their spirits and activity seem to declare that tatters and filth are not inimical to
their growth, and sound constitutions; though, in opposition to our generally received notions,
that nothing contributes so much to the one, or so firmly establishes the other, as cleanliness,
and great attention to external coverings.

The white-thorn, at present, appears to grow luxuriantly and rapidly in all situations ; and
as this is confessedly the best and most beautiful material for the subdivision of lands, the
want of good fences is much to be regretted ; as they would add greatly to the convenient
depasturage of the fields, and the pleasant appearance of the country.

As we approached Belfast, the accumulation of riches, by the profitable application of
capital and productive labor, to manufactures and commerce, became visible, by the improve-
ments which had been made on both sides of our path. This gratification kept increasing as
we shortened our distance from the town. Here the diffusion of wealth became manifested by
the numerous detached residences which presented themselves, highly ornamented by the
taste of those whose industry and ability had provided the means, and entitled them to the
luxury of country exercises, as a relaxation from the counting-house—the cares and perplex-
ities of mercantile vocations. A more picturesque or delightful situation could hardly have
been chosen or scarcely imagined ; uniting in one view great natural sublimity with a pro-
fusion of artificial beauty. The scenery was so impressive as frequently to arrest our attention
so as to stop our progress. The rich margin that borders the bay of Belfast, while washed
by the waters of the spacious Lough, and bounded by the lofty coast of Antrim, was decorated
by villas, and all that opulence could devise ; and as the eye travelled upwards it became
gratified with the sight of cultivation advancing to the summit of the hills, whose
sloping sides were studded with the white-washed cabins of those for whom humanity with a
sigh supplicated a competence. The beauty of the landscape we were contemplating was



made complete by a view of the noble town of Belfast, occupying a considerable extent at the
head of the bay, and overlooked by the frowning black mountain which rises immediately
behind it, whose naturally barren surface would have produced a deformity in the picture, had
not the efforts of industry, and the daily application of capital, relieved its appearance from
this effect, and claimed its assistance with that of Carrickfergus, the shipping in the Lough,
and other objects of interest, to create a general character of business-like activity and exert-
ion, consequent on the commerce of the most considerable sea-port in the northern part of the
island.

I do not know I ever beheld a scene, taking it altogether, which produced me the interest,
the pleasure, I received in this part of our drive ; nor do I think it possible to be seen by any
one endowed with perceptions capable of being justly affected, without its inspiring the
warmest feelings of admiration.

We were much pleased with the village of Holywood, whose beautiful situation has most
probably induced the erection of a number of neat cottages let for the accommodation of sea-
bathing. Some handsome gentlemen’s seats are scattered about this neighbourhood. We
noticed a small field of turnips belonging to Mr. Kennedy, the proprietor of one of them,
who apparently had some pretensions to good farming.

The wheat harvest was begun. The method of placing the sheaves in the field to protect
them from rain, and prevent their being blown down, was not less deserving observation than
it may hereafter be found worthy of imitation. The practice is called stooking, and is per-
formed in the following manner :—Each stook consists of twenty-four sheaves, twelve of
which are placed length-ways, with eight crossing them in the middle, at right angles, while
the remaining four are so placed as completely to cover the other twenty. It is scarcely
possible that wheat-sheaves thus disposed can be blown down ; a stook, or shock, of this
construction would certainly prevent much loss and vexation, which is often experienced
from such accidents.

As we came near to Belfast we found the road much thronged. It was the market-day ; and
the orderly decent appearance, without the least symptom of intoxication or rudeness in the
people, was not less creditable to the multitude than complimentary to the police of the
neighhood.

The distance we had travelled from Donaghadee was only fifteen miles, yet such had been
our amusement on the road that it had occupied four hours in a most pleasant manner. The
roads, made at the expense of the county, are admirable, and cost the traveller no more than
every one ought cheerfully to pay—his gratitude !

Belfast is considered to be one of the most thriving towns in Ireland : it must now far sur-
pass all ideas that could be entertained by the first settlers ; and though its rise appears like
enchantment, it has all the advantages which could be derived from a regular plan. The
streets are broad, the houses handsome ; and the display made by the shops was to us very
unexpected. The quays have been greatly improved, and extensive docks are now making.

Belfast and its suburbs contain thirty-two thousand inhabitants ; and in point of situation,
and the facilities it is capable of affording to trade, few places can boast an equality—still
fewer superiority. A large proportion of the inhabitants are presbyterians descended from
Scotch ancestors, and strongly retaining the features of the country from which they spring.



The inn was crowded, and we had little temptation to prolong our stay in it beyond the
time absolutely necessary for our refreshment

A serious disturbance had recently taken place between the orange party and the Roman
Catholics. The commemoration of events by the few, which are offensive to the many, is
highly impolitic, ill-judged, and ought to be discouraged by the government of the country
and every friend to order. Intolerance, with whatever colour it may deck itself, cannot
serve, but may injure a good cause. The physical force of a country is not to be insulted
with impunity. I cannot stoop to inquire who was the aggressor ! The disorder should have
been prevented. Humanity, if not wisdom, ought to influence the friends of Ireland by all
possible means to obliterate every trace and recollection which can produce feelings of
irritation and animosity. Tranquillity might surely be preserved, and these dissensions
quieted, were half the pains taken to consign them to oblivion, which are now used to foment
them.

Amidst the genuine pleasures of this day my only regret throughout it has been, that you
were not a partaker of them with yours,

J. C. C.

•

Antrim, August 21, 1813.

TRAVELLERS have a chance of two roads from Belfast to Bally Castle. The one by Carrick-
fergus, we were told, affords beautiful views of the Lough of Belfast, and the stupendous
rocks near Fair-head, The principal object in the other, on which we decided, although I
believe it to be the least interesting of the two, is Lough Neagh, of which we had an extensive
view as we ascended the Black Mountain ; as also of the superb mountain scenery of the
county of Down, and the grand Alpine boundary formed by the Mourne mountains.

The Black Mountain, whose ascent is so steep as to induce our ascending it on foot, is
covered with a miserably bad soil ; but on the side of Belfast it has been reclaimed and cult-
ivated at a great expense, and is now greatly diversified with numerous white-washed cabins,
which, with their bleaching greens, and other improvements, give it a very cheerful appear-
ance. Our walk up afforded us an opportunity of conversing with many of the people who
were returning from the market at Belfast. I was most agreeably impressed with the sobriety,
regularity, and order, of those we had met in the morning ; but was still more so on the pre-
sent occasion, when the lateness of the hour might have accounted for, if it did not excuse,
the appearance of inebriety, which was exhibited in one solitary instance only.

The care and attention paid to this helpless intoxicated individual by his neighbours,
inspired us with a high opinion of their humanity and good nature. How different was this
specimen of fellow-feeling, and social regard, to that which my mind was prepared to meet,
from the accounts so generally circulated to the disadvantage of the people of Ireland.

On our gaining the summit of the mountain a great diversity of scenery was presented ;
and as the sun was setting, it contributed, in a high degree, to the clear and distinct view
which our situation afforded us of Lough Neagh ; an immense expanse of water, in the midst
of a plain, circumscribed by a ridge, formed of the lofty mountains of Down, Armagh,
Antrim, Tyrone, and Londonderry. Undoubtedly the prospect was of a sublime nature ; but
whether I had raised my expectations too highly, or that at this moment I should have been



more disposed to have been pleased with subordinate objects of a beautiful cast, or from what
other cause I know not, but I confess I felt greatly disappointed.

The cultivation of the mountain on the Antrim side is very indifferent—the cabins poor ;
and as we descended, the whole formed a complete contrast to what we had beheld in our
ascending walk. Like the glorious sun, industry illuminates, and gives a vital interest,
wherever it prevails ; and both the one and the other are requisite, in the contemplation of a
thickly inhabited country, to render the prospect as agreeable to the reflection as it may be
beautiful to the sight.

Two miles short of Antrim we passed Lord Massarene’s noble residence, which he is now
embellishing ; but the night had so closed in, that all we could discern was the stately timber
with which it was surrounded.

As the county town we had flattered ourselves with good accommodation at the inn ; but
as we approached, appearances were unpromising ; and it was fortunate we made up our
minds to disappointment, or the want of English comforts might have been severely felt. Of
the civility of the house we had no reason to complain.

The appearance of the town this morning did not impress us with a more favourable
opinion than the evening before had inspired. The landlord assured us that the view of the
lake, about half a mile from the town, was not to be exceeded ; and obligingly offered to be
our conductor, after breakfast, to an eminence whence we commanded a distinct prospect of
this extensive water, whose surface within half a mile of its head is so contracted as to give it
the appearance of a noble river.

The woods at Shanes Castle, and those belonging to Lord Massarene, contribute to
beautify the margin of this part of the lake, where the scenery is interesting ; but the flat
shores of the upper end of it have nothing to invite more than a passing look.

Our landlord rents a considerable farm, and has great pride in the cheeses he obtains from
his milk—they really were good ; and had they been otherwise, the inferiority of them in this
neighbourhood could not have been attributed to a want of luxuriance in the grazing lands.
Under the present management of dairies, nothing can exceed the sweetness of his butter,
which is certainly indicative of good cow pasture ; but the same rule does not always apply
to cheese, for it is admitted that some of the highest flavored cheese is procured from herb-
age of a quality far inferior to that understood by rich cow pasture.

The want of success in the production of butter and cheese of the best quality, is more
ascribable to a want of knowledge in the process of procuring either, than to the herbage on
which the cattle may depasture. The quantity and flavor capable of being obtained, especially
of butter, is dependant on chemical niceties that are never practised. Nor is it generally known
that the making of both systematically is dependant on the unerring rules of science,
in which the proprietors or conductors of dairy farms are seldom educated. It is not com-
monly understood, and perhaps it may be as little credited, that the mismanagement of dairies
is not confined to one or other of the several processes, but extends to all. Among them the
two following are of great consequence :—First, the want of means to regulate at all times,
and in all seasons, the temperature of the dairy, is a most important defect ; for on this
entirely depends the quantity of cream produced. Secondly, collecting all the milk at every
meal, from all the cows together, is wholly destructive of the fine flavor of butter; while the
subsequent unchemical methods pursued in making cheese are not less destructive of the
dairyman's interest than a reproach to his understanding.



Dr. Anderson, in his Essays, “ relating to agriculture and rural affairs,” is the only author, I
believe, who has treated this subject scientifically, and at the same time in so familiar a way
as to make his discussions practically useful, his labors however have, I believe, done little
good, and until the business of the dairy shall be conducted agreeably to those chemical rules
and regulations, which its true interest demands, the proprietors must be content to receive
such returns as the best guess of the best dairy-maids may enable them to yield to their
employers.

On our return to the inn our landlord introduced us to a neighbouring farmer, who told us
he was an advocate for the soiling system, and that he soiled his own cows by feeding them
with cut grass during the day, and turning them out at night. He thought highly of the
practice, not only as to the increased produce he obtained, but as it augmented the quantity of
his dung. He considered the additional manure equal to the expense incurred,, and that
his clover, mown and carted to his stock, fed double the number he could have grazed upon
it. He stated his farm to consist of about one hundred acres, which we should gladly have
visited had not our road been in an opposite direction, as I should have been most happy to
have given him encouragement in so beneficial though novel a practice in this country, by
offering him on the spot the results of my experiments on a larger scale.

The market is abundantly supplied with very fine fish from the Lough, which abounds
with a variety of species of trout. The dorchar is peculiar to Lough Neagh. I saw some of
good size ; they are darker in colour, and broader on the shoulder than trouts are commonly.

Lough Neagh receives a number of tributary streams, among which the Black Water, made
navigable by means of a canal to Newry, is the principal one. The Bann, or White Water, is
the outlet of the Lough into the sea, and discharges its waters near Coleraine. On the shores of
the Lough are found petrifactions of wood ; much discussion as to their origin has taken
place, some contending that they are consequent on a petrifying agency in the soil, while
others impute the transmutation to certain mineral springs which rise in the Lough. Gerard
Boate, in his Natural History of Ireland, published in 1649, says, “ I cannot omit the credible
assurance that was given me of the gathering of a dram of pure gold out of the brook of
Miola, which rises in the hills of Slewgalen, and falls into the north-west corner of Lough
Neagh.” Whence he reasonably infers, “ that in the aforesaid mountains rich gold mines do lie
hidden.” Although this observation of Boates does not apply to the changing of wood into
stone, it indicates the presence of minerals in the neighbourhood of the Lough, and makes it
more than probable that the petrifactive effects on wood may thence be derived.

The little traffic that is carried on here is chiefly confined to the heavy articles of coal,
grain, &c. which would probably be extended were the obstructions in the Bann removed,
and the navigation improved ; the water at present being shoal and the shores difficult of
access. Were a more free and unobstructed passage to the ocean given to the waters of the
Lough through the river Bann, they might probably be lowered several feet, and large port-
ions of it might be drained and cultivated. Its natural beauties are but few, and these could not
suffer by contracting its dimensions ; which, if practicable, would not only add frontage, but
be highly beneficial to the surrounding estates, as they must suffer materially by its overflow-
ing waters. The extent of Lough Neagh may entitle it to a rank among the larger description
of lakes in Europe, its length being twenty, its breadth, in the broadest part, ten miles across,
and it is calculated to cover above one hundred and ten thousand acres.

Lord Oneil has the reputation of being the most considerable farmer in the province, and
of growing the greatest quantity of wheat and other grain. This induced me to inquire if his



lordship cultivated turnips, or other green crops. In reply I understood, that experiments had
been made by the old lord, but these not succeeding, the practice had been discontinued. On
passing Shanes Castle we regretted that further attempts were not made—observing the soil
to be a sandy loam lying upon a peat, than which, no surface seems better adapted to the
growth of turnips.

On looking into some of the cabins I had the comfort of finding them more calculated for
the abode of their humble tenants than I had feared to have found them, but I did not under-
stand that their rents were more moderate. Fuel, their principal comfort here, as well as on the
other side of the Black Mountain, costs them about fourteen shillings the ton. Coal is brought
from Newry, and is but partially used. In calculating the price of the turf, the labor of cutting
it is not taken into account, as few of the poor fellows are fortunate enough to be so con-
stantly employed as not to have leisure for digging their own fuel.

The soil in the vale of Antrim is rich, as was verified by the luxuriance of the crops. We
caught a sight of one of the round towers at the distance of about half a mile from us ; but
as we expect to meet many others, we suspended our curiosity for the present. Few remains
have occasioned more controversy among antiquaries than these buildings.

Edward Ledwicke, in his Account of Ireland, supposes “ the Irish had neither domestic
edifices, nor religious structures of lime and stone, antecedent to the ninth century.”

“ I dare boldly say,” adds Davis, “ that never any particular person from the Conquest to
the reign of James the First did build any stone or brick house for his private habitation, but
such as have lately obtained estates according to the course of the law of England.”
Giraldus Cambrensis, about 1185, is the first who mentions the round towers. He calls them
“ ecclesiastical towers, which are a style or fashion peculiar to the country—narrow, high,
and round.” John Lynch, in 1662, is the next who speaks of these towers : his words are,
“ The Danes, who entered Ireland, according to Giraldus, in 838, are reputed to be the
authors of our orbicular narrow towers ; they are called clock theach, that is, the house of the
bell.” Peter Walsh, in 1684, supposes them built after 838, to serve as watch towers against
the natives. “ After the expulsion of the Danes they were applied as belfries. It seems to have
been an uniform opinion of every author who has spoken of round towers for the space of
five hundred and forty-two years, i. e. from the time of Cambrensis to Molyneaux, who says
that they were of Oostman or Danish origin. Cloghach’d, the name by which they are said to
be at present called amongst the native Irish, offers a further proof of their origin, and that
they were first founded by Oostman ; for the Irish word Cloghached is taken from a foreign
language ; and, being a term of art, imports the thing it signifies, must likewise be derived
from foreigners, as, if necessary, might be made to appear by many instances. Now the, Irish
word does plainly own its etymology to Claga, a German-Saxon word, that signifies a bell ;
from whence we may have borrowed our modern word a clock.” “ This appellation also
shows the end for which these towers were built—for belfries or steeples, wherein was hung a
bell to call the people to religious worship. But the cavity or hollow place within being so
narrow, we must conclude the bell must needs be small. Large bells are inventions of later
times ; the towers, better to let out the sound, and to make the bell heard at a regular distance,
have all of them towards their summit free openings or windows opposite to one another.”

After all that has been said, popular conjecture connects these buildings with religious
worship to call the Monks from their cloisters to matins and other duties.

“ This end, the calling the Friars, &c. to their acts of devotion, was sufficiently answered
by such a bell as could be hung in a steeple of nine feet in diameter. Where the cloisters were



huts, the Monks would be content to answer the summons of a bell, not larger than that we
now call a dinner bell. The pride of the wooden abbey was its bell and stone belfry.”
Campbell’s Strictures on Irish History, p. 229.

I cannot express how grateful I feel for the delightful weather which has hitherto attended
us, and which at present has the appearance of a continuance. In the sincere hope that you
and home have not been denied an equal share of its charming, its salutary influence, I must
bid you adieu.

J. C. C.

•

Ballymoney, August 21, 1813.

TWO miles fromAntrim on the Randalstown road is Shanes Castle. The celebrity of the
place led us to expect an ancient edifice that would tell the tales of time long past. In this
we were disappointed. The house is of modern construction, the grounds about it flat, and
though the timber which surrounds it is very fine, the soil is not rich. A striking feature of
the place is said to be a terrace formed on arches of great extent by the side of the
Lough ; but as we had seen all Lough Neagh had to offer in point of interest or beauty from
Antrim, our curiosity was not further excited, and we passed on under an impression that
Fame had been lavish of her encomiums on Shanes Castle. The worth and hospitality of its
possessors had at all times spread considerable lustre around it, and it is not less an excusable
than a common usage to attach to a residence the deserved popularity of its owner.

A great difference is perceptible in the soil, cultivation, and cabins of Antrim, when com-
pared with the county of Down. The banks of the Bann, or White River, passing as it does
through a great extent of bog, have little to attract the attention in point of beauty.

Nothing can be more erroneous than the idea commonly entertained of an Irish bog by
those who are unacquainted with the country. Bogs furnish not only fuel but food ; a great
proportion of most of them is capable of cultivation, and of bearing very tolerable crops of
grain. The most enviable site for a cabin is by the side of a highway adjoining to a bog.
Cabins are found to extend along the roads for miles together when contiguous to a bog—
whence with less labor a supply of fuel may be obtained, by the cottiers, who have thus an
opportunity of cultivating, at little expense, a part of them, and also of extending their efforts
in the same way ; a disposition which seems to be an inheritance, and to increase as it
descends from father to son. Little doubt can be entertained that by these means, in process of
time, the whole may be reclaimed ; and when that shall be effected it is difficult to conjecture
what will become of so redundant a population. Ireland appears to me as exhibiting a strong
resemblance to the rude northern nations, and a hasty approximation to the state of them, pre-
vious to the bursting forth of their people, and overwhelming the more southern parts of
Europe. Were a million of the inhabitants to emigrate at this day, this number, though great,
would scarcely make a perceptible void in Ireland. The population must be increasing in a
most rapid manner, if we are to judge by the numerous cabins which were erecting, and the
dilapidation or abandonment of so few of them.

We found the road much thronged for some miles before we reached the town, in con-
sequence of its being market day at Ballymoney ; as we proceeded, the crowd became so
great, as to preclude all calculation of numbers. When we arrived at the principal street of the
town, which is nearly half a mile in length, and of considerable breadth, it was overflowing



full, notwithstanding a cross street more than half its size appeared to afford it some relief. As
ill-luck on this occasion would have it, the inn was at its further extremity, and, formidable as
was the attempt to force a passage through such a crowd, we were compelled to undertake it,
at the hazard of being engaged in disputes and involved in difficulties ; for no precaution of
ours could prevent our coming in contact with objects we wished to avoid, or of splashing
and injuring the clothes, if not the persons, of many composing the multitude. Although
moving at a foot’space, and with the greatest precaution on our part, their dress, by being
repeatedly forced against the wheels, became dirtied : this inconvenience instead of pro-
ducing ill humour, had the contrary effect of a laugh, and the sufferers laughed with the
laughers. The same inconvenience must frequently have happened on market days, but we did
not allow “ their being used to it” to detract from our estimation of the extremely good
humour with which they had endured the annoyance our passing produced.

The numerous instances, which in the last few days have occurred, afford ground for a
dispassionate and fair appreciation of the character of the Irish ; and have produced convict-
ions on my mind, that a week ago I could on few authorities have credited. These have had
their influence as antidotes against the illiberal national prejudices, which, without exam-
ination, we are too apt to admit. General calumnies are always unjust. We hear of individual
wrongs, of collective violence ; but the operating cause or causes of either are kept in the
back ground ; and whether these may arise from disrespect, or depraved notions of moral
obligation, on the part of the people ; or from privations remediable by the government of the
country, is seldom or ever made known, or offered in palliation of the errors or enormities
with which the people are charged. Personal irritation, or private revenge, though
unjustifiable, and highly inexcusable, might sometimes, no doubt, be offered in extenuation
in the one case, while on the other, sufferings, to which they ought not to be exposed, from
the petty tyranny of superiors, or a failure in the due administration of the laws, must be
admitted as ample excuses for dissatisfaction ; and where the mass of a people are so, the
probability is, they have at the bottom great cause for complaint.

“ When popular discontents have been very prevalent,” says Mr. Burke, “ it may be well
affirmed and supported, that there has been generally something found amiss in the con-
stitution or in the conduct of Government. The people have no interest in disorder. When they
do wrong, it is their error, not their crime : but with the governing part of the state, it is far
otherwise ; they certainly may act by il} design as well as by mistake.”

In refraining from the subject of the rebellion, the miseries of which are every where
bleeding fresh in the recollection of all, I consult that course which is most to the advantage
of both parties, and consign it to oblivion. To forget and forgive ought to be no less an earnest
wish, than it is the imperious duty, of every sincere friend to Ireland.

The sale here of linen on market days is very extensive, often exceeding 5,000l. The
market for swine is very considerable : the price of these animals had risen fifty per cent,
from the destruction occasioned in the preceding year by the scarcity of potatoes. Ireland, it
should seem, has always been famous for the number, if not for the beauty, of its native pigs.
Giraldus Cambrensis declares, he never saw the same number of swine in any other country.
The breed at present, apparently, is of very inferior description : the introduction of a better
sort would certainly be highly beneficial to the agricultural interest.

Whilst our horses fed we determined on a visit to a Moravian establishment, at Grace-hill,
a short two miles from the inn. Our walk was enlivened by the number of people returning
home from market ; some of whom, we were informed, had come with their webs of linen
cloth for sale, more than twenty miles, and were going back again, as joyous and alert as if



their journey had but then commenced. The Irish in general are good walkers, and are able
to endure much fatigue. As it is seldom that Moryson, whom I have before had occasion to
quote, does not discover a most unjustifiable prejudice against the Irish, his testimony
becomes doubly valuable when he speaks in their favor. “ I have heard,” says he, “ some great
warriors say, that in all the services which they had seen abroad in foreign countries, they
never saw a more comely man than the Irishman, nor one who cometh on more bravely to his
charge.”

Their buoyancy of spirits makes light of sufferings which would sink many other people.
This was exhibited in the general mirth—the joking and good humor, that prevailed among
them : ridicule, without offence, is the forte of an Hibernian. Maria Theresa used to say, when
complaints were made of the irregularities of the Irish in her service, that she “ wished she
could keep them shut up in a band-box till the eve of battle.”

The Moravian village contains about four hundred persons of both sexes : it consists of
four streets, and is laid out with great taste. The church, which is a handsome building, is
placed in the centre : every house has a garden attached to it. The profusion of flowers before
their houses, and behind in their gardens, with the extreme neatness of the fences, produces
an effect wonderfully impressive, and gives to the whole an air of enchantment. The estab-
lishment has the appearance of being very well regulated, as complete order is conspicuous in
every part and department of it. What a delightful contrast does this form, to the indifference,
neglect, and inattention of the higher to the lower orders, so prevalent in this country ! Our
guide was one of the first settlers, about fifty years ago. From him we learned that all the
males of the society were brought up to some handicraft trade, while the females were
enabled to support themselves by lace-making and needlework, in which they excel, and for
which they are much celebrated. If they had no riches of which to boast, they were happily
exempted from the miseries of poverty. They have two seminaries in great repute for the
education of youth, where the children of respectable parents are confided to their care and
instruction. The most interesting part of the association, is the community of unmarried
females, consisting at present of about sixty. Their residence or continuance in the sisterhood
is perfectly voluntary, and any one may retire from it at pleasure. In what manner the estab-
lishment is governed, I could not learn. Their apartments were elegantly clean : the dress of
the females extremely simple, but, at the same time, neat. There was an air of feminine
modesty, and propriety in their countenances, which, though not beautiful, was highly pre-
possessing ; accompanied by a delicacy of complexion (though most of them had dark
expressive eyes), that seemed to indicate a want of health, not unlikely to arise from the heat
of the rooms in which they work ; yet gaiety and good humor were very conspicuous among
them, and they appeared to be perfectly content and happy. The different societies of
Moravians have similar institutions. Their religious persuasions, and the tenets they hold,
have, I believe, much resemblance to those of the Lutherans.

We left this little republic much impressed in its favour, and disposed to think the lot of its
members as enviable, if not more so, than that of mankind in general.

On our way to Grace-hill, we passed a number of afflicted individuals, who, as objects of
alms, had taken stations (some of which were hutted) by the side of the road, to attract the
notice and benevolence of passengers. Several even of those whose appearance denoted the
scantiest means, in passing contributed their mite. As hospitality among the higher orders, so
does charity among those in the humbler walks of life, rank high in the Irish catalogue of
virtues. An universal opinion prevails among the latter, that whatever is bestowed for the
relief of the wretched, will be restored four-fold. I will not, however, do them the injustice of
attributing their compassion to selfish motives ; I perceived no appearance of ostentation, no



expectation of future remuneration, in their laudable acts of this description : for whatever
may be the defects in the characters of Irishmen, want of feeling and kind-heartedness cannot
be imputed to them. The store of humanity, however, must be possessed in abundance, to sup-
port the incessant claims which are here made upon it; and it may be questioned, whether the
relief thus readily afforded, may not have the effect of increasing the number of supplicants.

On our return, the bustle of bartering the labor of individuals, for the supply of wants to
their families had ceased : the streets were no longer thronged, and the scene had materially
changed, by a large proportion of the people having quitted the town, whose example, as we
have fifteen miles to Balla Mona, we are anxious to follow. Adieu !

J.C.C.

•

Balla Mona, August 21, 1813.

THE singular appearance of the mountains which approach Ballymoney, seemed to indicate
the commencement of the Basaltic country. For ten miles we passed over a very high and
poor surface, after which we descended into the bog of Culdee, deriving its name, as it is sup-
posed, from a religious order of Culdees. In the Celtic, the word imports “ the espoused of
God :” its extent is very considerable, and comprises many thousand acres.

From the successful appearance of the recently made improvements, on several parts of
the bog, little doubt can be entertained, that the whole might be brought under tillage. The
principal means by which the crops at present are raised, are the ashes procured by the burn-
ing of its upper surface, which is unattended with any great labor. Round a space from six to
ten feet in diameter, a trench of a foot deep, and of the same width, is dug ; the soil from
which is laid on the adjoining surface of equal breadth, to dry ; beyond this, another circle of
sods is taken out, and laid to dry in the same manner ; and thus the work proceeds, until the
quantity dug, with that which is left undisturbed for a floor, is as much as can be properly
burnt on the space in the centre. As soon as the sods are sufficiently dry, some are gathered
together ; the heap is set on fire ; and additions are made of wet and dry sods, from time to
time, so as to keep up a regular, moderate, and smothered fire.

In proportion to the attention paid to these particulars, is the husbandman rewarded by the
quantity of potash he will procure, much of which, by a rapid combustion, would be volatil-
ized and thrown into the air. The labor is greatly reduced by burning the sods in the centre ;
and though all are aware that a hasty flaming fire is disadvantageous to their interest, the
reason of its being so is known to few, or, that it is to the vegetable alkali thus procured, they
are principally indebted for the beneficial results of the practice.

This bog is parcelled out into farms, which are let on leases of lives, after the rate of
twenty shillings per acre. I think there is no doubt of excellent flax, generally speaking, being
produced on the bogs ; and possibly hemp might also be cultivated to advantage.

A very extraordinary state of indifference, even to their own interest, seems to pervade
the proprietors of these vast tracts of bog, all of which would probably remain in statu quo,
were it not for the overwhelming torrents of population which are forced over them, who, like
drowning men, seize the sod and venerate the soil that saves their lives. It is the stimulus of
dire necessity, not the encouragement of competent neighbours, that alone gives the impulse
to this description of improvement.



On the first view of the possibility that so extended a cultivation may be effected, in a
country abounding with the means, and where by far the greater proportion of the people are
glad to drag on a daily existence merely to labor—and labor merely to exist !—to feel the
toils of to-day must be the task of to-morrow—the mind becomes delighted with the animat-
ing hope, that the time is not far distant, when by these rural efforts all shall reap the comforts
which constant employment to so glorious an end will furnish. Want of active employment, or
in other words, apathy and idleness, engender discontent—discontent, disorder and general
distress. Gratifying as such an anticipation of good may be, yet reflection drops into the scale
her ponderous weight, against the value of the theory suspended in the other, and shows that
agriculture alone, unassisted by manufactures and commerce, is incapable of producing all
the promised benefits. The labor of one individual in husbandry will provide food for six :
hence it is evident that a limited number of the people can only thus be advantageously
employed on the soil ; and resort must be had, and surely not unavailingly, to the proprietors
of the land—the capitalists in stock—to devise the means of giving fit and profitable employ-
ment to that portion of the community not required for agricultural purposes, by the intro-
duction of manufacturing establishments, and the extension of commercial pursuits.

Without such auxiliary modes of engaging the national industry, an extension of the
present system only would be delusory, and become the source of more widely-diffused
streams of misery all over the country, by giving facilities and affording encouragement to
augment the present superabundant population, which is not likely to be restrained but by the
expedients of trade and manufactures. These would soon operate as a check to a further
increase of the people, by introducing artificial wants among them in food—in dress—in
habitation and the acquirement of those comforts, to which, as human, rational beings, they
must be considered as entitled : but, while the potatoe alone shall continue to be the food of
the great bulk of the people, I see no reason to doubt their present number will be doubled in
thirty years, and consequently the wretchedness of the country proportionably increased.

However melancholy and discouraging these reflections may be, I fear they are but too
well founded ; yet as the evils which produce them are all of a moral nature, let us hope that
time will teach to patriotism and opulence, that they are not irremediable.

A prevailing opinion of emigration, in the event of a peace with America, has taken place.
Were there a prospect in any reasonable time of employment being found at home for these
individuals, to whom well-founded hope is held out of bettering their condition abroad, I
should concur in regretting the loss of a single British subject : but to retain them, merely to
fill up vacancies which casualty may occasion in the ranks of our armies, is, according to my
feelings, revolting to every sense of humanity.

The exportation of linen has been estimated at the value of three millions sterling per
annum ; but it has decreased of late years ; and the general opinion is, that the trade has been
greatly injured by the encouragement given to German cloths. The use of the oxymuriatic
acid in bleaching has certainly brought the Irish linen into great disrepute. Whether the
practice is discontinued, or that the manufacturers are become more skilful in the application
of it, I cannot decide ; yet a more summary mode of treating flax, from the field to the loom,
in which the chemical and unchemical processes it now undergoes might be dispensed with,
is become a great desideratum to Ireland. Foreign flax-seed was supposed to be indispensably
requisite in the cultivation of the crops ; but lately, a great proportion of that sown in Ireland
has been obtained from Yorkshire.



On our arrival at Balla Mona, we found the town in a great ferment, in consequence of one
magistrate having granted permission for feats in horsemanship, the usual prelude to
gambling ; while, in his absence, a brother justice had issued his interdiction, but not in time
to prevent the assemblage of a great concourse of people from the country ; attracted by the
celebrity of the performers, and the fame of their “ lucky lottery ;” both as spectators and
adventurers.

Want of respect for the law, and submission to its administration, are among the many cul-
pable errors to which the Irish are addicted, under an impression that the laws forge the chains
which the few impose on the many, instead of considering them, as they really are, a
shield to the weak against the strong—a fatal delusion of the mind, arising, I much fear, from
a want of due administration of the judicial powers ; for who can expect to find a pure stream,
which evidently flows through a channel of corruption ? In England, the execution of the law
is committed to the hands of the people : here, the authority of the police is vested in the
military ; for so impotent is the civil power, that the warrants of the magistrates are executed
by the soldiers. This is so at variance with the British constitution, and so repugnant to
English feelings, as to leave little doubt of the influence which such proceedings must have in
extinguishing the regard and veneration of the people; whose happiness Government would
wisely consult, by a more scrupulous attention to the magistracy, and by devising means for
rescuing the law (excepting in extreme cases) from military execution. Can it be supposed
that the same respect would be shown to the distribution of justice in England, as is at present
exhibited, were its mandates enforced at the point of the bayonet.

To put down the conjurer at length required a military force. Whether the pompous
absurdity of marching out a body of men under arms, to combat a puppet-show occurred and
recoiled as unfit, on the mind of the magistrate, or what other consideration operated, I know
not ; but he was induced to affect a political blindness to the open resistance of his authority,
and the performance proceeded !

We had a petition from the damsel who attended us at the inn, that her absence might be
excused for a short time : she had dreamt the night before, that some good luck was to attend
her, and she was extremely anxious “ to see what was to be seen, and to try her fortune.” We
readily waved our claims to her temporary services, and with our good wishes she departed.
She had not been absent long, before she returned with one of the principal prizes, and a
happy grateful countenance for not having miscalculated either on her dream, or her depend-
ance on the fickle goddess. Should you smile at the credulity of this poor Irish lass, be
pleased to recollect the thousands who annually calculate in the same way, and with no more
pretensions, on the favor of the blind goddess, while they stake their money with higher odds
against them. Let the defects in Dame Fortune’s sight be ever so glaring, they cannot exceed
the shortsightedness of her numerous votaries. You will as little question this, I trust, as the
regard, respect, and esteem of

Yours,

J.C.C.
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