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Owen (Caech) “ O’Conor Don,” Son of Felim Geancach.

A.D. 1474-1485.

BETWEEN the death of Felim O’Conor in 1474, and the death of his son Owen in 1485, little
reference is made to the latter in any of the public records of the period, from which we may
safely conclude that he was more peacefully inclined than some of his predecessors. He did
not immediately succeed to the chieftaincy after his father’s death, as he was in captivity at
that time, and, as mentioned above, the O’Conor Don sept was for a short period represented
by a certain Teige O’Conor.

This Teige was killed in 1476, when Owen, surnamed Caech, or the short-sighted, assumed
the chieftaincy. He married Dervorgilla, [1] the daughter of Felim Finn, O’Conor Roe, and ac-
cordingly we find him and Felim Finn close allies in all the family conflicts which sub-
sequently arose. These conflicts were varied by attacks made by O’Donnell upon O’Conor
Sligo and the English, and for several successive years little is recorded in the Irish chron-
icles save the exploits of O’Donnell.

In 1478 the annalists record that disputes arose “ between Felim Finn and O’Conor Don on
the one side, and the young sons of Teige O’Conor, the descendants of Felim, and the sons of
O’Conor Roe on the other,” and Turlough Roe, the son of Roderic, the son of Felim, “ a
choice son of a king, was slain.” At this period the English influence in Connaught was very
slight. The wars between the houses of Lancaster and York deluged England with blood, and
left very little time for attention to the affairs of Ireland. These civil dissensions ended in
1471 by the battle of Tewkesbury, and the death of King Henry VI. ; but new troubles shortly
after arose in 1483, on the death of King Edward IV., when the newly proclaimed and youth-
ful Edward V. was murdered by his uncle, the Duke of Gloucester, who himself fell two years
later in the battle of Bosworth.

In the same year, 1485, in which King Henry VII. came to the throne of England, Owen
Caech O’Conor died after a long illness. He was, according to the annalists, a “ successful
and warlike prince,” and in these troublesome times maintained the position which had been
handed down to him.



Hugh, Son of Hugh, Son of Turlough Oge, A.D. 1485.

On the death of Owen Caech, his first cousin Hugh, the son of Hugh, who was the recog-
nised chief of the O’Conors from 1439 to 1461, succeeded to the chieftaincy. The friendship
and alliance which had subsisted between his predecessor and Felim Finn O’Conor ceased on
Hugh’s accession, and in 1481 Ballintober Castle, the chief seat of O’Conor Don, was plund-
ered and burned by the sons of Felim Finn. Wiser counsels, however, soon prevailed, peace
was made between the combatants, and a portion of territory was assigned to Felim Finn.

In the year 1488, Roderic, the son of O’Conor Don, and Donough Dubhshuileach O’Conor
Roe, both died, and on the death of the latter, Felim Finn was inaugurated in his place, all the
ceremonies of inauguration being gone through, including the placing on his foot of the royal
shoe or slipper by M‘Dermot, which, as before explained, signified the subjection of the other
chieftains to his authority.

Felim Finn’s assumption of the full authority of the chieftainship was soon followed by a
fresh outbreak of hostilities. His son Turlough was slain in 1489, [2] in an encounter near
Castlerea, whilst he himself was attacked at Ardkillen, and his own gallowglasses proving
unfaithful, he was obliged to fly for protection to O’Kelly in Hy Many. Here he succeeded in
reorganizing his forces, and marching to Ballintober, destroyed the bawn, and then proceeded
to Ballaghcullia, where he received the hostages of the people. [3]

Felim Finn did not long survive these exploits. He died on Easter Monday, in 1490, and was
interred in the burial-place of his ancestors, in Roscommon. He is described in the Irish
Annals as “ a brave and warlike man, who had spread the fame of his name through every ter-
ritory around him, and a man whom the Sil Murray expected to have united all Connaught.”

After his death his son Rory was inaugurated as his successor. Described as a man “ happy
in peace and valiant in war,” and as “ having lived a long and well-spent life,” he died in
1492, and was buried in Tulsk.

In 1497, O’Donnell having attacked M‘Dermot of Moylurg, all the O’Conors appear to have
united in the defence of the latter, and their allied forces defeated O’Donnell. These in-cessant
conflicts and disturbances between the Irish chiefs produced their natural effect upon the
country. The crops being each year destroyed, “ an awful famine” arose, “ so that people ate
food such as was not fit to be mentioned, or was never served on dishes for human food.” [4]
Disease followed in the track of hunger, and the province of Connaught seemed to be delivered
over to the three plagues of war, famine, and pestilence. Yet the former of these plagues ceased
not. Wars and civil strife flourished in the midst of the other terrible calamities.

In 1499, Garret, Earl of Kildare and Lord Justice of Ireland, marched an army into Conn-
aught, took Athleague from O’Kelly, and the castle of Tulsk from the tribe of Felim Cleragh
O’Conor, and also the castles of Roscommon and Castlerea. And having delivered the host-
ages which he had taken to Hugh O’Conor Don, “ the second Lord over Connaught,” he re-
turned again to Leinster.

This interposition on his behalf by the Lord Justice rendered Hugh O’Conor Don very un-
popular with his own countrymen. He was shortly after expelled across the Shannon by
M‘Dermot, with the general consent of the Sil Murray, [5] but was subsequently reinstated
through the instrumentality of M‘William Burke, who gave him the castle of Tulsk, and made
terms with M‘Dermot.



After this Hugh O’Conor appears to have withdrawn from public life. His name is not sub-
sequently mentioned, and when he died or was removed from the chieftaincy is a matter of
uncertainty ; but as it is recorded that a certain Turlough Oge O’Conor was “ O’Conor Don,”
and died in Ballintober after a long illness, in 1503, it would appear that Hugh must have died
at an earlier period. [5]

The Castle of Roscommon.

The castle of Roscommon, above alluded to as having been taken by the Earl of Kildare in
1499, although originally built by the English, had, long anterior to the period at which we
have now arrived, passed into the possession of the O’Conors. It had been the object of con-
tention for many years ; first between the English and the Irish, and subsequently between the
two rival clans of O’Conor Don and O’Conor Roe.

First erected by the English justiciary, Robert de Ufford, in 1269, [6] when Hugh O’Conor,
the King of Connaught, was ill, it was destroyed by him, on his recovery, in 1272, and shortly
after re-erected, to be destroyed again, in 1276, by the same Hugh, the son of Felim.

It was again rebuilt in 1276 ; and, from this date, until far into the next century, it remained
in the hands of the English, and was one of their principal strongholds in Ireland. It appears
from an entry in the English State Papers that the castle was originally built upon land be-
longing to the friary of Dominican monks at Roscommon ; and in 1276 a fee of fifteen marks
was paid “ to brother Maurice, Bishop of Elphin, being his fee for the site of the castle of
Roscommon.” [7]

This brother Maurice, son of Nial O’Conor, was one of the royal house of Connaught, and
having first entered the Dominican monastery of Roscommon, was made Bishop of Elphin in
the year 1265, and received the royal confirmation in 1266. [8] He was a witness to the deed
by which an exchange of land was effected between the king and the prior of the convent of
St Coman in the year 1282, as before related.

The plan of the castle, like Ballintober, consisted of a quadrangle, defended at each angle by
a tower. Two others, on the east side, protected the principal entrance. Unlike Ballintober, the
towers at Roscommon were rounded on the outer side, whilst the inner parts terminated in
different styles. The lower parts of the castle were undoubtedly devoted to defence and the
accommodation of the garrison ; whilst the upper parts contained the principal habitable
apartments. In the lower parts, the walls were doubled ; and inner bulwarks, and narrow pas-
sages, afforded a safe retreat from any projectiles which might have passed in through the
loop-holes. The roof of these parts consisted of thick vaults of stone. In the upper stories the
windows were airy and even spacious, and the remains of fire-places are still visible in the
walls. The largest windows were not in the highest story, but in the one below, which marks it
as having contained the principal apartments. The windows were all rectangular, divided, for
the most part, by a Latin cross ; but in some cases there were two, three, and even four up-
rights, dividing the window into small squares, in the style of the age of Queen Elizabeth. [9]

The grand entrance was not placed in the centre of the eastern side, but nearer to the north-
ern end than to the southern.

On the western side there was another gate of lesser dimensions, which stood higher above
the foundations in a rectangular tower or bastion 28 feet in width. This entrance was not
placed directly opposite the grand one, but was still nearer to the northern end. If there had



ever been a fosse round the castle, it has long since been filled up. That there was such a fosse
is almost certain, as, in the ancient records, constant reference is made to the water round the
castle, and to a lake in close proximity to it. This lake has also altogether disap-peared. [10]
Between 1276, when the castle was rebuilt, and 1340, when it had certainly passed into the
possession of the O’Conors, numerous entries will be found in the English State Papers of
payments made on account of its expenses. [11] In 1282, W. Brun and Nicholas Dod were paid
£17 11s. 9d. for “ fortifications for castle of Roscommon,” and in 1283, John Pasavent, £18
2s. 0d. for same purpose. In 1285, Gregory de Coquille received
£129 6s. 2d. for “ works at the castle of Roscommon ;” and in 1290, £300 was granted to
Geoffrey Brun for fortifying the castle. During the same period half-yearly payments were
made, varying from fifty marks to £50, for the custody of the castle ; and numerous entries
for wines and victuals, supplied to its keepers, appear in each year’s accounts.

What was the value of these payments may be estimated when we remember that, at that
time, a cow was worth from 5s. to 13s. 4d. ; a heifer from 3s. 4d. to 5s. ; a sheep from 8d. to
1s. ; ordinary horses from 13s. 4d. to 40s., and a pig from 1s. 6d. to 2s. [12]

In connection with the supply of wines and victuals to this castle, the following amusing
complaint, made in 1284, against Stephen, Bishop of Waterford, Justiciary of Ireland, will be
found amongst the documents of the Irish Exchequer. It is headed : —

How The Bishop of Waterford, Justiciary of Ireland, became rich.

“ The justiciary is buyer and receiver of nearly all wines coming into Ireland. He buys
them for the K.’s use, and places them in cellars. He sends to the K. and sells such as he
pleases : dearer to the K. and of the worst. He did likewise to Robert de Ufford. His wines
being for sale, by his own vendors, he will not permit other merchants to sell their wines :
and so of corn.
“ By reason of the Welsh war he now buys granges of rectors, abbots, and others at low .

prices.
“ He sent to the K. at his own price his bad corn from the farms of Swords, Santry, and

elsewhere.
“ He sends his wines at his own price for supplies of castles ; other victuals in like

manner to Roscommon, Randown, Roscrea, and elsewhere.
“ Credible persons say that the account of Clemenzan, his merchant, who undertook to

sell the justiciary’s wines as if they were the K.’s, was so settled, that he demised his manor
of Bath near Maynooth.
“ There can be no contention in regard to land in Ireland, but the justiciary must have a

share in it. By grievous amercements and charges, he imposes the necessity of selling on
those who will and those who will not to sell.
“ He is enriched by the mint and the customs thereof.
“ No person can be in any office whether as sheriff or constable except by his gift.
“ He is enriched by taking fines from imprisoned mariners, charging them with having

badly preserved corn in ships carrying it to the K. in Wales. And it was his own unused
corn coming from Swords and Santry.
“ He is also enriched by carrying out works in castles, houses, walls round the

Exchequer, and mills, which he causes to be erected without view : he makes one work
under another, so that the cost of one or the other cannot be known.
“ Credible persons say that he thus becomes enriched beyond measure.”



That the justiciary was not the only person accused of taking the king’s money and goods,
in connection with this castle, will appear from the following. On 30th August, 1284, William
de Prene was appointed the king’s carpenter in Ireland, under patent to the following effect
: —

“ Having learnt by testimony of the K,’s council in Ireland, that William de Prene, car-
penter, is useful and necessary to the K, for carpentry works at his houses and castles in
Ireland, the K. appoints him to do these works by counsel of the Justiciary of Ireland, for
the time being, and grants him 12d. a day for his maintenance, and 40s. a year for his robes,
payable at the Exchequer of Dublin, so long as he shall, of the K.’s will, well and faithfully
discharge that office.” [13]

This William de Prene was subsequently charged before brother William FitzRoger, Prior of
the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem in Ireland, and his associates, the justices itinerant of the
county of Dublin, as follows : —

“ William de Prene, carpenter, was attached and charged, that whereas he was keeper of
the K.’s work at Roscommon, he stole of the K’.s iron, wherewith he bound a cart ; after-
wards he loaded the cart with iron nails, to wit, ‘ spikeinges,’ caused them to be furtively
carried to Dublin, and sold them to his own use ; that whereas he was keeper and master-
carpenter throughout Ireland, he frequently rendered account of more workmen than he
employed, so embezzling the money of the K. and Queen, to the damage of £300. That
whereas he ought to have been at Glincry and Newcastle, looking after the Queen’s work-
men, he attended to his own works, and hired other workmen at the K’s. expense, at 8d. a
day, so cheating the K. to the amount of £10. William denied all these charges, and put
himself on 12 men.”

William was accordingly tried, and found guilty of some of the charges and acquitted of
others, whereon he “ made a fine to the K. of £200 to have peace,” &c.

Subsequently he made an appeal to the king to the following effect, which appeal was
referred to the justiciary, William De Vescy : —

“ William de Prene had complained that whereas no one in the K.’s realm, or in Ireland,
ought to be arrested or imprisoned for felony, without presentment of twelve men, upon
articles to be presented in the justice’s eyes ; and no inquisition of such felonies ought to be
taken, save by men of the county where they were committed. Nevertheless, the justices
itinerant in the county of Dublin had caused William to be arrested and imprisoned in
Dublin, because certain persons had presented to them a bill accusing William of having
feloniously taken 60s. worth of nails bought by the K.’s money for works at the castle of
Roscommon, in the county of Connaught, and £20 wages of the K.’s carpenters at that
castle ; and of having maintained a common servant there, who did little or no work, in lieu
of a carpenter, and of having committed other transgressions, &c. The justices by an in-
quisition taken by men of the county of Dublin, upon which William did not put himself,
would have adjudged William to be hanged if he did not make with them a fine of £200.”

The King having received this appeal, commanded the justiciary, with the other members of
the King’s Council, to inquire diligently into the complaint, and if the proceedings were ir-
regular, to cause them to be amended, and due justice done to William.



Subsequently, the record having been inspected, and no one appearing to prosecute on be-
half of the king, the justiciary and council found that there was an error in the proceedings,
and security was taken fromWilliam to stand his trial in the county where the offence was
committed. What was the result of this trial does not appear.

Some time before the year 1341, the castle of Roscommon must have been taken by the
O’Conors, as in the latter year we read that Hugh, the son of Felim, was taken prisoner by the
King of Connaught (Turlough O’Conor, who was Felim’s uncle), and confined in the castle of
Roscommon, from which he was released on ransom in the following year. In 1375, Roderic,
or Rory O’Conor, who was chief of the O’Conors, and son of the above-named Turlough, was
in possession of the castle ; and in 1409, we are informed that O’Conor Sligo and Tiernan
O’Rourke took the castle, and placed provisions and stores in it, “ in spite of the men of
Connaught”

From this date until 1453, no mention is made of this castle in the Irish Annals ; but it was
evidently all this time in the hands of the Irish, and in the latter year we learn that Rory
O’Conor died in it.

In 1499, as above related, it was taken by the Earl of Kildare from O’Conor Roe, and ap-
parently given to O’Conor Don. With him it did not long remain ; and it was again taken by
the Earl of Kildare in 1512, who then placed warders in it. Shortly after it reverted to the
O’Conors, in whose hands it remained until Sir Henry Sydney, in 1569, as narrated later on,
took it, in the name of Queen Elizabeth, from Dermot O’Conor Don, and placed it in charge
of Sir Thomas L’Estrange.

It had not been long in his possession when it was attacked and burned by O’Conor Roe ;
and L’Estrange, in various petitions to the queen and to Lord Burghley, in the years 1573 and
1575, estimated his losses by the burning at from £1,000 to £1,800, and claimed compensat-
ion for them. Writing to the Treasurer of England in 1573, he says : —

“ My duty most humbly remembered to your honour. Whereas I understand it hath been
reported to your honour, that I did give up the castle of Roscommon, although I have lost
there of late, almost to my utter undoing, above a thousand pounds stg., besides the stuff and
plate which I lost there, when the castle was burned, which was done on blake Monday, at
night in Easter week, by O’Conor Ro, who dwelleth within six miles thereof, notwith-
standing that such losses would move a poor man as I am, to give over so great a charge ;
and especially it being so far from succour, and the Ld President being discharged, yet I
would not show myself so undutiful to Her Majesty as to forsake the charge, if I be main-
tained with victuals, as other forts are ; for this four years come Michaelmas, I have not
charged Her Majesty with any kind of victuals, but have victualled it from mine own house,
being distant from thence as good as thirty miles, which I am not now able to do, by reason
of my great losses, and that the sd O’Conor Ro being of much more force than the warde,
hath banished all those that did inhabit under me. Were it not my great charges in England,
the burning of my town at the same time, and now last my great losses since my coming
over, I would have asked licence of my Ld Deputy, to have repaired to Her Majesty to have
craved some recompence at Her Highness’ hand ; but wayinge my disability, most humbly I
beseech your honour to be a means to Her Highness in my behalf, for some recompence in
consideration of my great hindrances ; and I shall duly pray for your Honours prosperity.



“ From Dublin the xv June, 1573.
“ Your Honours most humble to command,

“ THOMAS LE STRANGE.

“ To the right honorable and my singular good Lord, the Lord High Treasurer of England.”

In 1577 a lease was made to Sir N. Malby, Knt., of “ the castle or manor of Roscommon ;
seven cottages and five quarters or carues of land, demesne of the castle, and a great lough or
standing water, containing eighty acres, belonging to the castle ; the site of the house of the
canons of Roscommon, nine quarters of land, and the tithes of eight towns, now waste, be-
longing to the monastery ; also the site of the house of the friars of Roscommon, one quarter
of land and its tithes ; the churches of Emlaghmore and Cloynin,with land and tithes. To hold
for twenty-one years. Rent £31 5s. 10d. Maintaining three English horsemen.” [14]

We next hear of the castle in 1582, when a meeting of all the chieftains of Connaught was
called there by Captain Brabazon, then governor of the province. At this meeting, which is
referred to later on, a rather serious accident occurred. It was held in the tower called the
“ Tower of the narrow passages ;” and the joistings in this tower not being very strong, gave
way under the weight of the assembled company, and all were precipitated to the bottom,
amongst them Captain Brabazon himself. One of the Irish chieftains, O’Flanagan, died from
the effects of this fall. [15]

During the civil war which began in the year 1641, the castle of Roscommon was again
taken by the Irish, and was retained by them until 1652, when it was delivered up to
Commissary-Genl. Reynolds of the parliamentary army, under the following terms : —

Articles of Surrender of the Garrison of Roscommon.

“ Articles of Agreement between Lt.-Col. Francis Gore and Major John Disbrow, on be-
half of the Rt Hon. Commissary-Genl. Reynolds on the one part, and Captn Edmond Daly
on the other part, concluded April 3d, 1652 : —

“ 1. That the castle of Roscommon, now under the command of Captn Edmond Daly,
shall be surrendered to Comary-Genl. Reynolds, or to any other whom he shall appoint, by
five of the clock in the afternoon.

“ 2. That all stores of ammunition and provision shall be delivered unto Comary-Genl.
Reynolds , or unto any other whom he shall appoint without embezzlement.

“ 3. That Captn Daly, Captn Meed, and their officers, shall have their horses, pistols, and
swords, the soldiers their swords and skeenes ; and two servants belonging to the sd captain,
their horses and arms.

“ 4. That they are to have liberty, for the space of twenty-eight days, to carry such goods
as are properly their own unto such places as they shall think convenient, and enjoy their
crops now in ground : Provided they come under protection and pay their proportions of
contributions : their chaplain and chirurgion have liberty to go with them.

“ 5. That such goods as do belong unto Col. Richard Burke, except store of ammunition
and provisions, shall be disposed of by the said Captain, and conveyed to such places as
they shall think fit ; and such corn as belong unto the aforesaid Colonel shall be preserved



for his use to make sale thereof to the Parliament’s party ; Provided he come under protect-
ion within twenty-eight days after the date hereof.

“ 6. That the said Captn Daly have liberty to make use of the barn within the bawne, to
lay in his goods for the time above mentioned, and his wife Ellis Nirine, alias Daly, is to be
freed from any debts until there be a settlement.

“ 7. That Ensign John M‘Cooge, now in restraint with O’Connor Roe, shall have his en-
largement, provided the Commissary-General consents thereto, and shall enjoy his crop now
in ground : Provided he come under protection, and pay his proportion of contribution.

“ For the due performance of the above-mentioned articles, I have hereto set my hand
the day and year above written.

“ EDMOND DALY.” [16]

It being the policy of Cromwell not to leave any strongholds in the country, of which the
Irish might again possess themselves, the castle was probably dismantled by General
Reynolds, and it has not since then been inhabited.

A.D. 1503-1550.

Carbry “ O’Conor Don,” Son Of Owen (Caech).

(A.D. 1503-1546.)

AT what particular date Carbry O’Conor, the son of Owen, was recognised as the chief of the
O’Conor Don sept, is not recorded. He was born in the year 1475, and was but ten years old
at the death of his father ; and it is evident that more than one O’Conor was recognised as
chieftain, between the death of Owen and the succession of his son. The power of the English
in Ireland had about this period so much decreased, that the old Irish system of government
under the native chieftains was almost everywhere restored in full vigour, and as, under this
system, the chieftain was required to be of mature years, and in full possession of manly
vigour, we may assume that Carbry O’Conor was not selected until many years after the
death of his father.

Accounts of the disputes between the different clans and rival chieftains occupy at this time,
as in preceding ages, the main portion of the Irish records ; and as no reference is made in
these accounts to O’Conor Don, from 1505 to 1522, it is more than probable that during this
period he maintained a peaceable attitude.

In 1522 a bitter contest arose between O’Neill and O’Donnell. Most of the Connaught
chieftains, who had previously suffered from O’Donnell’s interference in their affairs, joined
O’Neill. Amongst others, O’Conor Don, O’Conor Roe, M‘William Burke, and M‘Dermot of
Moylurg, declared in his favour, and arranged to meet him in Tirhugh. The M‘Guinnesses of
Down, the M‘Mahons, O’Reillys, and Maguires united with all the forces of Tyrone and
Derry to support him. Many also of the English of Meath, on account of O’Neill’s alliance
with the Earl of Kildare’s daughter, joined his standard.



O’Donnell, on the other hand, collected a small but faithful band of followers in Donegal,
and awaited the threatened attack. O’Neill first proceeded to Ballyshannon, which he speedily
succeeded in taking, having killed MacSweeny, who had been left in guard by O’Donnell. On
hearing of this loss, O’Donnell at once determined to carry the war into the enemy’s country,
and despatched his son Manus with an army into Tyrone, whilst he himself, with the
remainder of his forces, proceeded to Ballyshannon. O’Neill, startled by the depred-ations
committed by Manus O’Donnell in Tyrone, immediately returned there, and encamped at a
place called Knock-Buidhbh, near Strabane. Thither O’Donnell followed him ; and hav-ing
been joined by his son Manus, they took counsel together as to what had best be done.
O’Neill’s Connaught allies had not yet come up ; but his army, including the forces of his
friends, the English of Meath, far exceeded in number the troops commanded by O’Donnell ;
nevertheless, the latter determined to give battle, and he and his followers decided rather to
perish in the field at once, than to be reduced to the servitude which seemed to be their cer-
tain fate, if the expected reinforcements from Connaught succeeded in joining their adversar-
ies. Accordingly, a nocturnal attack was decided on, and a hand-to-hand fight ensued, in
which the combatants could scarcely distinguish each other’s countenances, on account of the
darkness of the night. For a time the result was doubtful ; but in the end, O’Neill was com-
pletely defeated, and the camp, with all the horses, arms, armour, provisions, and stores of all
sorts, fell into the possession of O’Donnell. The latter lost no time in following up this
victory ; and before O’Neill could collect his scattered and defeated troops, O’Donnell pro-
ceeded to Sligo, which, at the time, was besieged by the allied Connaught forces. The news of
the disastrous result of the battle of Knock-Buidhbh, and of the defeat of O’Neill, quickly
reached the Connaught chieftains ; but before they could recover from their surprise,
O’Donnell appeared before them. A council was then held, attended by O’Conor Don,
O’Conor Roe, and the other leading men, and it was decided to send envoys to O’Donnell,
and to try and arrange terms of peace ; but before the return of the envoys, and without wait-
ing to hear O’Donnell’s terms, the chieftains broke up the siege of Sligo, and returned to their
own country, giving to O’Donnell a bloodless triumph even greater than that which he had
gained in the sanguinary battle with O’Neill. Whether Carbry O’Conor was the O’Conor Don
with whom O’Donnell was in conflict is not quite clear ; but none other is mentioned ; and as
he was forty-eight years of age in 1523, there is every reason to suppose that he was then re-
cognised as O’Conor Don.

O’Donnell, having thus conquered both sets of adversaries, proceeded to revenge himself,
by ravaging the territory of Tyrone. Two years later he marched into Connaught, and forced
the O’Conors to give him hostages ; and in the following year he destroyed the castles of
Banada, Ballyna-huamha, [17] and Castlerea. In 1531, he marched again into Connaught,
burned Ballintober, and compelled O’Conor Roe to pay him tribute ; and up to the time of his
death, in 1537, in each successive year little is recorded but his attacks on the territories of
those who were opposed to him.

In 1536 Teige Oge O’Conor, of the O’Conor Sligo branch, was nominated as the head of
the clan, he being, as the annalists record, the first of the descendants of Brian Luighnach
who was ever nominated chief of the O’Conors. [18] His supremacy was soon disputed, and
even his right to the castle of Sligo, of which he had taken possession in 1537, was called in
question. In 1537 the great O’Donnell Hugh died, and was succeeded by his son Manus. One
of the first enterprises undertaken by Manus was against the Connaught chieftains. In 1538 he
triumphantly took the castle of Sligo from Teige Oge O’Conor ; and having left his guards in
it, proceeded to Moylurg, and subsequently returned to his own territory. In the following
year, he entered into an arrangement with another Teige O’Conor for the custody of the castle
of Sligo. An interesting account of the terms of this arrangement is preserved in the State



Paper Office, London. A transcription of it was made by the late Sir W. Betham, and is to the
following effect :[19] —

“ These are the terms and conditions on which O’Donnell gives to Thady, son of Charles
Oge O’Conor, the government of the town of Sligo, and on which he consents to take it,
viz. :—

“ The said Teige to be true and faithful to O’Donnell against all men, both English and
Irish, at all times and in all places, and to follow O’Donnell’s instructions on all matters
great and small, both civil and ecclesiastical ; and particularly when O’Donnell demands of
the said Teige, he shall deliver Sligo up to him ; and whenever he shall go to the lower parts
of Connaught, Teige shall give him the keys of Sligo, and the town itself to transact his af-
fairs in. And if it shall happen that O’Donnell shall apprehend that either the English or
other strangers would be likely to take the town by force, the said Teige shall join the
marshall and officers of O’Donnell, and be kind and humble to them, and assist them in
billeting and feeding the soldiers of O’Donnell everywhere, and not to have any soldiers but
those sent him by O’Donnell, or such as he may consent to his having ; and Teige shall send
to O’Donnell notice of every provincial king who wishes to come to Sligo, and to submit to
O’Donnell’s will in everything, and not to make peace or war, or enter into any engagement,
civil or military, but by O’Donnell’a consent ; but to make war with all at O’Donnell’s bid-
ding and command. That O’Donnell shall have the small tower of Sligo, that he place
therein one of his own officers, and keep there his own documents, and all matters which he
may have in the lower parts of Connaught.
“ Teige took a solemn oath on the blessed sacrament as security for the maintenance of

this agreement ; and he gave God as his security, that he might cause an agitation in his
body in this world, and have no mercy on him at the point of death, if he did not fulfil
faithfully all these stipulations of this treaty to O’Donnell and his heirs after him.
“ These were the securities of the Church : The Archbishop of Tuam to grant neither

mass, communion, confession, baptism, interment in a consecrated church, or promotion in
a monastery or church to Teige, or to any person who may coincide with him, if he breaks
this agreement, or any part thereof ; and the Archbishop and his clergy shall extinguish the
candles of the cross against Teige and all those who join him whenever O’Donnell requires
it.
“ These are the securities respecting the . . . . of Ireland : O’Connor Roe, O’Clery, and

Farrall McDonnell Roe M‘Ward, who shall be obliged to be responsible for Teige and them-
selves, and the sept of . . . . as O’Donnell may require.
“ These are the witnesses : The Guardian of Donegal, viz., Roderic M‘Cormack and his

colleagues, Terence O’Connor, John O’Donnell, Bernard M‘Grath, Will. O’Dwyer, the
Arch, of Tuam, the Bishop O’Gallagher, the Abbot of Deny, and the Dean of Deny.
“ This document was written in the Abbey of Donegal, on the 23rd June, 1639, on the

vigil of Saint John the Baptist.

O’CONOR Roe,}
O’CLEARY,} Securities.
FARRELL M‘WARD,}

O’Donnell’s supremacy amongst the Irish chieftains in the west of Ireland being thus estab-
lished, little is recorded in the Irish Annals of the proceedings of the O’Conors. In 1538
O’Conor Don appears, as the head of the clan, to have acted as a mediator in bringing about a
reconciliation between two M‘Dermots of Moylurg, who were disputing for supremacy. [20]



Shortly after this, in 1541, a parliament was held in Dublin, under the presidency of Lord
Deputy St. Leger, and the title of “ King of Ireland” was, by Act of Parliament, conferred
upon Henry VIII. Heretofore, the title always assumed by the English monarch had been that
of “ Lord of Ireland ;” and although on several previous occasions assemblies had been called
together which claimed the name of “ parliament,” it may safely be asserted that this
parliament of 1541 was the first in which all the conditions of its being composed of the
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, were fulfilled. [21]

From this period, until 1543, no mention is made of O’Conor Don ; but various contests are
recorded amongst other branches of the O’Conor family. In 1543 another parliament, or
council, [22] was held in Erin, and to it went all the principal Irish and foreigners of Conn-
aught

It was attended by the three O’Conors—O’Conor Don, O’Conor Roe, and O’Conor Sligo—
and by the two M‘Dermots. Its deliberations had the most beneficial effect Amity was re-
stored between the different contending parties in Connaught, and “ O’Donnell and the
foreigners were reconciled.” [23]

Shortly after this, in 1546, Carbry O’Conor Don died in Ballintober, leaving two sons :
Dermot, who subsequently succeeded him, and Turlough, who died in 1582.

Hugh, Son Of Owen Caech, 1546-1550.

Upon the death of Carbry O’Conor, his brother, Hugh, appears at first to have been recog-
nised as the head of the O’Conor Don sept, although his title would seem to have been dis-
puted, almost immediately by his nephew, Dermot, son of the late chief. In 1548 this Dermot
is mentioned as O’Conor Don ; and together with M‘Dermot of Moylurg, went on an ex-
pedition into Clanmaurice, on which occasion Richard M‘Maurice, the governor, was killed.

Shortly before this, in January, 1547, Henry VIII., King of England, died, and was suc-
ceeded by his son, Edward VI. About this time, for a brief period, the English power in
Ireland seemed to have become predominant. Previously, very little attention is given in the
Annals to any of the affairs of England, and events of the greatest importance are passed over
in silence ; but in 1546 the annalists record that “ the English power was very great at this
time in Ireland, and it is doubtful if the people of Ireland were ever in such bondage before.”
[24]

In 1550 Hugh, the son of Owen Caech, was deposed by the Earl of Clanricarde, and his
nephew, Dermot, son of Carbry O’Conor, was appointed lord in his place.

[1] O’Donovan states that this lady was married to Owen’s son, Carbry, but this cannot be
correct, as she died in 1476, and Carbry was born in 1475.

[2] Annals of the Four Masters, A.D. 1489. O’Donovan, in a note to this (p. 1168), says :
“ Caislen Riabhach (Castlerea), i.e., ‘ the grey castle,’ a small town in the old barony of
Ballintober, county Roscommon. By a late Grand Jury arrangement the barony has been
called Castlerea, after the little town itself. The castle from which it was named stood on
the west side of the town ; but no ruins of it are now visible.”

[3] Annals of the Four Masters. Ballaghcullia, a townland close to present town of
Belanagare, county Roscommon.

[4] Annals of the Four Masters.



[5] About this time the possession of the castle of Ballintober was in dispute between two
members of the O’Conor family ; and in 1505 it is recorded that the castle was given to
that O’Conor who was the descendant of Grace O’Kelly. Who this was is not clearly de-
fined, nor is it easy to determine whose son was Turlough Oge O’Conor above referred to.
The family descent is not, however, in any way affected by this.

[6] Some Irish writers assert that a castle had been built at Roscommon long anterior to this
date, and that De Ufford merely restored it.

[7] Account of Stephen, Bishop of Waterford, the King’s Treasurer in Ireland, of receipts and
expenditure between Michaelmas, 1275, and Michaelmas 1276.—Irish Exchequer Papers.

[8] Ware’s Works, by Harris, Vol. I., p. 630.
[9] See account of this castle in Weld’s Survey of Co, Roscommon, p. 438.
[10] O’Donovan, in his letters to Sir Thos. Larcom on the Ordnance Survey, which are pre-
served in the library of the Royal Irish Academy, says, in reference to this castle and
lake :— “ The castle is a very extensive ruin, in tolerable preservation ; but in some
places modernised by the insertion of large windows. To the west of this castle extended,
not many years ago, a lake of considerable extent, called Loch-na-nean, or the Lake of the
Birds, from the remarkable number of water birds which used to frequent it. This lake is
now entirely dried up, and might be called the turlach of Roscommon.”

[11] See Calendar of State Papers (Sweetman) under the different years
[12] Gilbert’s History of the Viceroys of Ireland, p. 121.
[13] Pat. 12 Ed. I., m. 6.
[14] Fiants, Elizabeth, A.D. 1577, No. 3,134.
[15] Annals of Loch Cé A.D. 1582.
[16] MS. Library, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, p. 20. Also Gilbert’s History of Affairs in
Ireland, Vol. VI., p. 304.

[17] Ballyna-huamha, “ The town of the cave,” Cavetown, near Boyle.
[18] This is not strictly correct, as Cathal, son of Donnell O’Conor Sligo, was chieftain in
1318.

[19] The transcription made by Sir W. Betham is preserved amongst the Records in Berming-
ham Tower, Dublin Castle.

[20] Annals of Loch Cé.
[21] When the first parliament was held in Ireland is a matter of dispute. Parliaments are as-
cribed to as early a date as 1272 by Mr. Monck Mason, in his Essay on the Antiquity and
Constitution of Parliaments in Ireland. Indeed, he holds that King Henry II., on his first
landing in Ireland, convened an assembly which might properly be called a parliament.
This view is totally different from that taken by Sir John Davis, who wrote about the
beginning of the seventeenth century. The first convention deserving of the name of
parliament, according to Hardiman, was that held in 1295 at Kilkenny. The parliament
held in the same city, in 1367, has been already alluded to ; but none of these conventions
or councils represented the Irish people, and they were, at most, parliaments of the
English pale.

[22] Annals of Loch Cé.
[23] Ibid
[24] Ibid,1546.
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