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Richard de Burgh had now a free hand in Connaught, and though sundry attempts at occupation had
been made at various times since the beginning of the century, the effective settlement of Anglo-
Normans in the province may be said to have commenced in 1237. In that year, says the Irish
annalist, ‘ the barons of Erin came and commenced to build castles in it’. In the following year ‘
castles were erected in Muinter Murchada (the northern half of the barony of Clare, County Galway),
Conmaicne Cuile (the barony of Kilmaine, south of the river Robe, County Mayo), and in Cera (the
barony of Carra, County Mayo) by the aforesaid barons’. [1] Save for personal quarrels among the
O’Conors themselves the peace was unbroken.

Unfortunately there is no contemporary summary of Richard de Burgh’s enfeoffments, such as
the Song of Dermot gives of those of Strongbow and the elder Hugh de Lacy, and though there trans-
cripts in the ‘ Red Book of the Earl of Kildare’ and in the ‘ Gormanston Register’ of several charters
of this period, we are largely dependent on indications in the annals, and on inferences from later
documents and records for our knowledge of the Anglo-Norman settlement in Connaught. Indeed the
first comprehensive account is to be gleaned from the Inquisitions taken in 1333 [2] after the murder
of William de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, fifteen years after the great disruption caused by the Scottish
invasion under Edward Bruce, and at a time when the royal power in Ireland had begun to wax faint.

Richard de Burgh’s principal manor was at Loughrea, where the castle which he built in 1236 [3]
became the chief seignorial seat of the lordship. In Earl Walter’s time there were four carucates of
demesne land at Toolooban near Dunsandle, and prior to 1333 even more, all arable land under the
lord's plough. Richard had also a castle and manor at Meelick on the Shannon. This was in
O’Madden’s country, where the Irish chiefs seem always to have been friendly to the de Burghs. We
also hear of the earl’s castle at Portumna, where the ferry was valuable. The castle at Galway, erected
in 1232, though destroyed by Felim next year, was no doubt rebuilt immediately on Richard’s return
to power. Not far off he formed a small manor in the parish of Ballinacourty, where the land juts out
into the bay to the south-east of the town. [4] Apart from the demesne-lands, the cantreds comprised
in the present baronies of Loughrea, Leitrim, and Longford, and the district about the town of
Galway, appear to have been granted to free tenants for rent service, [5] or on minor tenures in
comparatively small lots, and to have been strongly colonized. This was the territory which from
about the middle of the fourteenth century became known as ‘ Clanrickard’s country’. But the
remainder of County
Galway and the whole of the counties Sligo and Mayo were granted in large fiefs to be held by
military service and a money rent. In general the reservations were at the rate of twenty marks, and
the service of two knights per cantred. In the reservation of a money rent the sub-infeudation of
Conn-aught differed from that of Leinster and Meath.

Owing presumably to the loss of most of the Irish Pipe Rolls for the reign of Henry III, we have no
wardship accounts [6] relating to the manor of Loughrea until the beginning of the reign of Edward I,
when for eight years it was in the king’s hand during the minority of Richard the Red Earl of Ulster.
This was a disturbed time and the accounts are not complete, but the sum of £2,210 9s. 2d. was re-



ceived for the king from the manor of Loughrea, and the sum of £129 14s. from the town fisheries,
&c, of Galway. [7]

It was probably immediately after his decisive campaign of 1235 that Richard de Burgh set about
rewarding those who had supported him, by granting them large fiefs in different parts of Connaught,
to be held by knight’s service and low rents. First of all to Hugh de Lacy he granted five cantreds,
namely, Corran, Carbury-Drumcliff, Tireragh on the Moy, Luighne, and to Hugh Slieve Lugha, for
the service of ten knights and the annual rent of 100 marks. [8] This grant was in substitution for a
pre-vious inoperative grant of ten cantreds given by William de Burgh to the same grantee about the
beginning of the century. [9] It included rather more than the present county of Sligo less the barony
of Tirerril. Hugh de Lacy, however, died in 1243. His last years were much occupied by affairs in
Ulster, and he seems to have at once parted with most of his Connaught lands. He formed, indeed, a
manor at Meelick in the south-eastern portion of the barony of Gallen, included at this time in
Luigne. [10] This manor was assigned to his widow Emeline as her dower out of her lord’s five
cantreds, and was by her given to the second Richard de Burgh in exchange for his Munster manor of
Tristelaurent, now Inch St. Lawrence in County Limerick. [11]

Of these cantreds Hugh de Lacy soon granted Carbury [12] and the northern half of Luighne [13] (as
well as his claims as Earl of Ulster on Tirconnell [14] ) to Maurice Fitz Gerald. This was the nucleus
of the Geraldine manor of Sligo, but it was afterwards, as we shall see, increased in two directions.
Maurice obtained from Jordan of Exeter a moiety of the southern half-cantred of Luighne, which
with the northern half-cantred made up the present barony of Leyney, and his son and successor in
Conn-aught, Maurice Fitz Maurice, acquired the cantred of Corran, which was originally granted to
Gerald de Prendergast. Thus the Geraldine manor of Sligo included approximately the present
baronies of Carbury, Leyney, and Corran. In 1238 Maurice Fitz Gerald, then justiciar, and Hugh de
Lacy de-throned Donnell McLoughlin, king of the Cinel Owen, and set up Brian O’Neill in his place,
and in the next year Maurice plundered Carbury, which at this period was subject to O’Donnell. At
Sligo Maurice built a castle in 1245, and here, in 1253, he founded a Dominican Friary. [15] In 1244
he obtained a grant of free chase and warren in ‘ Luyne’ (Leyney [16] ), and probably about this time
built the castles of Banada and Ardcree. [17] Before his death in 1257 Maurice enfeoffed his second
son Maurice in all his land of Carbury, with the castle of Sligo as well as with his lands of Tirconnell
and Fermanagh. [18] Maurice Fitz Maurice gave Banada to his younger brother Thomas, [19] father of
John Fitz Thomas of Offaly.

After the death of Maurice, son of Maurice Fitz Gerald, in 1286, Maurice’s lands were partitioned
between his daughters Juliana, wife of Thomas de Clare, and Amabil. The latter gave her share to her
cousin John Fitz Thomas, afterwards first earl of Kildare. [20] In settlement of the dispute which
arose between John Fitz Thomas and the Red Earl, all the lands of the former in Connaught seem to
have been surrendered to the latter, [21] and in the inquisition taken on the death of Earl William in
1333, the manor of Sligo appears as belonging to the de Burghs. Its value before the recent
disturbances was assessed as high as £333 6s. 8d. [22] About this time, however, the O’Haras
recovered possession of Leyney.

The southern half of the cantred of Luighne including the greater part of the barony of Gallen
(Gailenga) was apparently given by Hugh de Lacy Jordan to Jordan of Exeter. [23] In 1240, however,
Jordan, as we have mentioned, granted a moiety of his half-cantred to Maurice Fitz Gerald. [24] In the
other moiety, in what is now the barony of Gallen in County Mayo, Jordan formed the manor of Ath-
lethan, now Ballylahan, where the ruins of a thirteenth-century castle still stand on a spur projecting
from the high ground above a ford on the Moy. In 1253 he was granted a fair at the town, [25] which
is said to have been incorporated, and at about the same time he founded a Dominican Friary at
Strade, [26] not far off. In 1249, apparently when sheriff of Connaught, he routed a force under the
sons of Aedh O’Conor which came to attack Athenry. He was again sheriff in 1258, when he was
killed while endeavouring to arrest a piratical fleet from the Western Isles under ‘ Mac Sorley’. [26]
The family became very numerous in Connaught, where one branch became known as Mac Jordan
and another as Mac Stephen. Like the Costellos, they maintained their position for upwards of three
centuries, and in the composition of 1585 the Mac Jordan Dexeter of the day was assigned the castle
of Ballylahan and eight quarters of land.



The cantred of Corran appears to have been graned by Hugh de Lacy to Gerald de Prendergast.
Gerald granted it to ‘ David, son of Maurice’, [27] in frank-marriage with Gerald’s daughter Matilda.
This David was an unnoticed son of Maurice Fitz Gerald, the justiciar. He died before St. Patrick’s
day, 1249, when Matilda was still under seven years of age. [28] After Gerald’s death in 1251 Matilda
was given in marriage to Maurice, son of Guy de Rochford, ‘ the king’s groom.’ [29] He died before
May 1258, [30] and shortly afterwards his widow Matilda was married to Maurice Fitz Maurice. This
marriage, unnoticed in the pedigree of the Fitz Geralds, is proved by a letter of the year 1259 from
Pope Alexander IV to the Bishop of Cloyne, directing the bishop not to harass Maurice Fitz Maurice
on account of the former contractual relations of his wife Matilda, daughter of Gerald de Prendergast,
with his deceased brother David. [31] The marriage accounts for the possession by Maurice Fitz
Maurice of the cantred of Corran, one-third of which descended to his daughter Amabil (presumably
Matilda’s heir), and was by her given along with other lands in Connaught to John Fitz Thomas of
Offaly in 1289. [32] From John Fitz Thomas, Corran, with the other Geraldine lands in Connaught,
passed to Kichard de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, and here at Bally mote in 1300 the earl built a great
castle. The small town which grew up about the castle was burned, and the castle itself broken during
the disturbances caused by the invasion of Edward Bruce. Probably there was no considerable settle-
ment of the English in the district, and in 1338, after the murder of Earl Richard’s son Edmond,
the Irish regained control over Corran.

Though no sub-grant of the cantred of Tireragh is forthcoming, there can be little doubt that
Hugh de Lacy gave it to Piers de Bermingham. The whole district ‘ from the river Moy eastwards
to Ballysadare Bay’ was called ‘ Mac Feorais’s country’ as early as 1249, when Aedh, son of
King Felim, broke out in rebellion and plundered it. [33] Here, as elsewhere, Mac Feorais was the
Irish name for the sons or descendants of Piers de Bermingham, and from certain Plea Rolls of
the time of Edward I it appears that both the Tethmoy and the Athenry branches of the family
held lands here. [34] The principal castles were at Ardnarea and Castleconor, both on the Moy, but
there was another at Buninna, [35] near Ballysadare Bay. In 1333 Tireragh appears to have consisted
of two cantreds, ‘ Tyromoy’ (Tír Fiachrach Muaidh) and ‘ Con[or]dunmor’ (Castleconor). Each paid
twenty marks to the earl, but the tenants names are not given. [36] The English seem to have main-
tained themselves here until 1371, when the castles of Ardnarea and Castleconor were taken by
O’Dowd, and the English that were in them were driven out. [37] Ardnarea, however, appears to
have been held by the Burkes long after this. [38]

Slieve Lugha, the last of the de Lacy cantreds, comprised the northern part of the barony of
Costello. The O’Garas were the native chieftains, but there is no mention of any fighting with them.
Milesde The cantred was held at his death by Miles de Nangle or Mac Costello. He was son of Philip,
son of William, son of Jocelin de Nangle, first Baron of Navan. [39] He married a daughter of Hugh
de Lacy, Earl of Ulster, and it is a probable conjecture that Hugh gave him Slieve Lugha in frank-
marriage with her. She died in 1253 and was buried in the abbey of Boyle. [40]

Miles is surnamed Bregach by MacFirbis, indicating that he came directly from Meath (Breg).
He died in 1259. His descendants in the barony of Costello, the whole of which they ultimately
obtained, were very numerous. His younger son Philip, who appears to have been the sheriff of
that name of Connaught in 1277, [41] was ancestor of the clans Mac Jordan Duff and Mac Philip.
The principal castle in the barony was known as Castlemore Costello and was very famous. There
was another at Kilcolman. [42] From their position on the borders of the Irish districts the Mac
Costellos were frequently fighting with the O’Conors, the Mac Dermots, the O’Haras, and
others. Yet for upwards of 300 years they maintained their position, and in 1586 John McCostello,
‘ captain of his nation,' having obtained a regrant from the Crown of numerous manors and lands in
the barony, sold the same to his kinsman Tibault Dillon, [43] and what was once a feudal holding and
then a quasi-Celtic chieftainry, became a modern landed estate. The Kerry The southern part of the
barony of Costello districts, indeed most of the country of the Ciarraighe (Kerry), an ancient tribe to
whom was assigned as eponymous ancestor Ciar, son of Queen Meave, and the Ultonian hero Fergus
MacRoig. John Fitz Thomas of Desmond held the lands of Kerry Loch-narney under Maurice de
Londres, who may have been the first grantee. Thomas Fitz Maurice, grandson of John Fitz Thomas,
gave the lands, subject to a rent of £33 3s. 8d., to Henry de Roche in exchange for the manor of
Mallow. [44] These lands were about Lough Mannin, where, on a small peninsula, there are some re-



markable earthworks and a small round keep resembling, on a smaller scale, the keep of Shanid, and
seeming to date from the thirteenth century. [45] There is a tradition that the monastery at Ballyhaunis
was founded on the site of a de Barry manor-house, [46] and archaeological evidence indicates that
the site had been fortified by the Normans. There is a roughly rectangular mote at Annagh, not far
from Ballyhaunis, recalling some examples in the east of Ireland, and indeed what appear to be minor
Norman earthworks abound in this part of Connaught. [47] At a later period we find the Mac Jordans
(Duff), a branch of the McCostellos, in this district as well as in Kerry Oughter or Upper Kerry
(parishes of Aghamore and Knock), and members of this family founded a house for Austin Hermits
at Ballyhaunis and one for Dominicans at Urlare.

South of these Kerry districts, in the parishes of Kiltullagh and part of Kilkeevin, was the cantred
of Sil Maelruain, of which the O’Flynns were chiefs. The death of ‘ Piers Kistubhard, lord of Sil
Maelruain, a noble baron’, is recorded in 1254, [48] but his identity is uncertain. He may have been a
Rochford, as in 1272-80 the fourth part of a cantred in ‘ Silmorne’ (Sil Maelruain ?) was held by
Henry de Rochford. [49] There is a mote called Sheeaunbeg in the townland of Barrinagh (parish
of Kiltullagh) which seems to belong to the early Norman period, [50] but the O’Flynns were always
energetic fighters, and probably no strong settlement was formed here. A strong castle was, however,
built in the neighbouring parish of Toberbride, now Ballintober, County Roscommon. Curiously
enough nothing is known about its origin, but in the inquisition of 1333 it is grouped with the cantred
of Sil Maelruain and is described as ‘ an old castle surrounded by a stone wall, which would be very
useful for keeping the peace’ if repaired and garrisoned. Here there were three hundred acres of
arable land under the lord’s plough, a hundred-court, water-mills, burgages at Toberbride and
Rathfernan, and many free holdings, all formerly valued at £84 per annum, but then, owing to the
recent disturb-ances, at £10 only. [51] It had evidently been an important seignorial manor. In 1305
Earl Richard sought and obtained the king’s licence to found and endow a chantry there and at
Loughrea notwith-
standing the statute of Mortmain. The jurors in recommending the proposal said that ‘ it would be
of great advantage, if for no other reason, for the teaching of children in those parts where learning
was too scarce’. [52] The remains of the castle of Ballintober are Edwardian in plan—a quadrangle
with polygonal towers at the corners and gateway towers, all surrounded by a wet ditch—and
indicate great strength. [53] The original building may with probability be referred to about the last
quarter of the thirteenth century. It was well situated to overawe the O’Conor kings. The town was
burned in 1315, but seemingly not the castle. In 1362 we first hear of an O’Conor taking possession
of it. [54] It remained generally in their hands, and after many vicissitudes the castle was restored and
occupied by the O’Conor Don in the sixteenth century.

It is a probable conjecture that the castle was held by William ‘ Liath’ de Burgh, the powerful
cousin of Earl Richard ; that after his death in 1324 it was held by his son Walter ; and that on
Walter’s forfeiture and death in prison in 1332 it came into the hands of Earl William. The ownership
by William ‘ Liath’ of this strong castle so near the Sil Murray fits in remarkably well with his action
in 1309-10 in reference to the kings of Connaught, and also with his son Walter’s doings in 1328-31.
[55]

Sligo was not the only manor of Maurice Fitz Gerald in Connaught. He also obtained extensive
grants in the counties of Galway and Mayo. For his assistance in the campaign of 1235 Richard de
Burgh rewarded him out of the territory of O'Heyne in parts of the baronies of Dunkellin and
Kiltartan, County Galway. [56] Here the manorial centres were at Ardrahan and Kilcolgan, and here
1241 Maurice obtained a grant of free warren in his demesne lands and of a market and fair at
Kilcolgan. [57] From an interesting agreement transcribed in the Red Book it appears that at first
‘ half the cantred of Ogehethie’ was granted to Eoghan O’Heyne, but that on May 26, 1252, at Clare,
in the presence of Florence Mac Floinn, archbishop of Tuam, and others, O’Heyne surrendered the
half-cantred to Maurice saving the tenures of his feoffees, viz. : Conor O’Heyne, Master Maurice,
Thomas Malet, and Nesta, daughter of Thomas, son of Robert. In consideration of this surrender
Maurice granted to O’Heyne ‘ the villata of Tillog and Punchedath in the tenement of Ardrahan’ with
eight cows and forty marks of ‘ old Flemish money’. [58] The O’Heynes and O’Shaughnessys
assisted Richard de Burgh more than once, accepted their subordinate position, and were left in
possession of parts of their territories. Small thriving towns grew up about the castles of Ardrahan



and Kilcolgan. In 1289, after the death of Maurice, son of Maurice Fitz-Gerald, the lands were
partitioned between his daughters Juliana, wife of Thomas de Clare, and Amabil, the former getting
Ardrahan and the latter Kilcolgan. The demesne lands of the undivided manors were valued at £49
6s. 8d., and the rents of freeholders at £33 12s. 0�d. The burgesses of Ardrahan paid a rent of £41s.
0d. for their burgage land, and those of Kilcolgan £7 6s. 8d. [59] Another inquisition taken in 1321,
after the death of Thomas, son of Richard de Clare (younger brother of the first Thomas), shows that
the lands of Ardrahan were then worth a little over £40. [60]

The lands of Maurice Fitz Gerald in Mayo were Barony of mainly in the barony of Kilmaine, south
of the river Robe. [61] He obtained them not directly from Richard de Burgh, but partly from Gerald
de la Roche [62] and partly from Raymond, brother and heir of Mathew Fitz Griffin. [63] Here he
formed the Lough manor of Lough Mask, built a castle, [64] and in 1244 received a grant of free
chase and warren. [65] The principal towns were at Ballinrobe and Shrule. The manors of Lough
Mask and Dunmougherne were ceded along with his other Connaught lands by John Fitz Thomas to
Earl Richard in 1299, [66] and the manors of Lough Mask and Shrule were among those granted by
the earl in 1308 to his son John and Elizabeth de Clare. [67]

The barony of Clanmorris in County Mayo takes its name from a Maurice whose descendants were
called by the Irish Clann Muiris na m-Brigh, i. e. Clan Maurice of Brees Castle in this barony. The
doubt whether the Mac Maurices of Brees were Fitz Geralds or Prendergasts is of old standing, [68]
but it seems certain that they were Prendergasts, though the exact line of descent of this branch of the
family is obscure. In 1335 the family is called in the Annals of Loch Cé ‘ Clan Maurice Sugach (or
‘ the Merry’) son of Gerald’, [69] and as Gerald de Prendergast, who died in 1251, is called in the
same annals Gerald ‘ Sugach’, [70] we might infer from this alone that the Clan Maurice of Brees
were Prendergasts. This inference is confirmed by the inquisition of 1333, which found that the
cantred of Crigfertur (Crích fer tíre , now the barony of Clanmorris) was then held immediately of
the earl by William de Prendergast and the heir of John de Prendergast. [71]

How, precisely, these Prendergasts of Clanmorris were related—as they presumably were—to
Gerald de Prendergast is a more difficult question to answer. Gerald, as we have seen, left no male
issue. His heirs were his two daughters or their representatives, and at his death he seems to have
held no land in Connaught. He had parted with the cantred of Corran, given to him presumably by
Hugh de Lacy, but it would be very strange if he had not also been rewarded for his assistance in the
conquest by Eichard de Burgh, whose daughter he married as his second wife in or before 1240. It
seems highly probable that he was given the cantred of Crích fer tíre (or Clanmorris, as it came to be
called) by Richard de Burgh. Gerald, however, was a large landholder in the counties of Cork,
Limerick, and Wexford, where several of his kinsmen held knights' fees under him, and as in the case
of the cantred of Corran he probably parted with Crích fer tíre in his lifetime to one or more of his
kinsmen. AMaurice de Prendergast was one of the witnesses to Gerald’s grant of Corran, and he held
half a knight’s fee from him in Ballacha (near Charleville, Co. Cork). [72] He may have been a
brother [73] of Gerald and eponym of the County Mayo family, but it is also possible that Maurice de
Prender- gast, ‘ the first conqueror’, was eponym of the whole clan. [&73]

The castle of Brees was strongly situated on a hill (bri, an old word meaning tulach or hill). Some
tumbled ruins of it remain. It continued for many centuries to be the chief centre of the Mac Morrises
of Mayo, and here in 1585, ‘ Richard Mac Moryse of the Bryse, chiefe of his name,’ still had his seat
when he entered into the composition with Sir John Perrot. [74]

Piers de Bermingham, head of the family of Tethmoy in Offaly, was presumably the first grantee of
the barony of Dunmore in County Galway. He witnessed several Connaught charters, both of Richard
de Burgh and of Hugh de Lacy, [75] and no doubt took part in the expedition of 1235. He was given
the custody of part of Richard de Burgh’s Connaught lands, and of all the lands of his son Richard, at
their respective deaths. [76] He died in 1254, when he is called by the Irish annalist, ‘ Piers Pramister,
lord of the Conmaicne of Dunmore.’ [77] The senior line of his descendants, however, though retain-
ing the lordship of Dunmore, was connected with Offaly rather than with Connaught. His grandson,
Peter, son of James, whom we shall have occasion to mention again, was a famous warrior and joined
in some of the expeditions of Edward I from 1294 to 1301. He fought also against the O’Conors in



Offaly, and at his death in 1308 is described as ‘ nobilis debellator Hibernicorum’. His son and
heir, John de Bermingham, Earl of Louth, was even more famous as the conqueror of Edward
Bruce. At his death in 1329 he held the manor of Dunmore in Connaught as well as Tethmoy in
Offaly. [78] He left three daughters as coheiresses, the eldest of whom was married to Eustace le
Poer. [79]

The castle of Dunmore is situated on an artificially shaped mound, presumably the site of the Irish
dún. A small town soon grew up beside it and was enclosed with walls in 1280. [80] Meiler de
Bermingham is the first that can be definitely connected with Athenry, where he is said to have
founded the Dominican Friary in 1241. [81] He was granted a fair at Athenry in 1244. [82] and the
town with its castle soon became of importance. In 1249 Turlough, son of Aedh O’Conor, who had
been made king by the justiciar in place of Felim, led a hosting to Athenry to plunder it, but his
forces were routed by Jordan of Exeter, sheriff of Connaught, and his ‘ terrible mail-clad cavalry.’ [83]
Meiler de Bermingham married Basilia, daughter of William of Worcester, who brought him some
lands in County Tipperary, and there was a long litigation, originating between him and William de
Prender-gast, about some of them. [84] He is stated in the Register of the Convent of Athenry to have
died in 1252, but the pleadings in the above litigation show that he was living in 1264. He was
succeeded in Athenry by his son Peter. His son William was Archbishop of Tuam from 1289 to 1311.
In 1316 Athenry was the scene of the crushing defeat of the Irish of Connaught, who had seized the
opport-unity of Bruce's invasion to rise against the English. Richard de Bermingham, grandson of
Meiler, led the victorious army. Richard died in 1322. In 1333 the half-cantred of Clantayg (including
Athenry) was held in fee by the heir of Richard de Bermingham. [85] This was his son Thomas, who
seems to have been still a minor.

Walter de Ridelisford, successor and presumably son of Strongbow’s vassal of the same name in
South Kildare, obtained the northern part of the barony of Clare, County Galway. This was the
territory known as Muinter Murchadha, the tribe-name of the O’Flahertys, where a castle, presum-
ably at Headfort, was built as early as 1238. Some arrangement must have been made with the
O’Flahertys, who were not expelled until 1273. Here were formed the manors of Athmekin, or
Headford, [86] and Corrofin. Walter died about Headford 1240, leaving as his heirs his daughter
Emeline, widow of Hugh de Lacy and wife of Stephen Longespeé, and his infant granddaughter,
Christiana de Mariscis. [87] To Emeline was assigned Corrofin, [88] and to Christiana, Athmekin.
Christiana afterwards granted all her lands to the king, and from the Extent taken in 1281 it appears
that the lands about Athmekin were then well colonized, and that the issues of the manor amounted to
£73 11s. 4d. [89] The manor of Corrofin descended to Emeline's daughter Emeline and her husband
Maurice, son of Maurice Fitz Gerald. [90]

John de Cogan, head of the family in County Cork, took part in the Connaught campaign of 1235
and obtained the southern part of the barony of Clare. In 1252 he was granted a market and fair at his
manor of Clare in Galway as well as Castle Mora in Desmond. [91] He married one of the daughters
and heiresses of Gerald de Prendergast, and his son John inherited one half of Gerald’s lands. In 1290
his grandson, John de Cogan, founded a Franciscan Friary at Clare-Galway, the beautiful ruins of
which in the early pointed style of the thirteenth century still exist. [92] De Cogans also held from an
early period some lands in the baronies of Leitrim and Longford, County Galway, where the patron-
age of the churches of Portumna, Lickmolassy, and Muinter Maelfinnain were given before 1254 by
William de Cogan to the Abbey of Dunbrody. [93]

Adam de Staunton, lord of Moone in County Kildare, [94] obtained the cantred of Cera, i.e. the
southern part of the present barony of Carra, County Mayo, and that part of the barony of Kilmaine
which lies north of the river Robe. In 1247 we read of ‘ Clan Adam (Staunton) and the English of
Cera.’ The names Castlecarra and Burriscarra indicate the thirteenth century manorial centre. Adam,
son of Philip, son of Adam de Staunton, died in 1300 without male heirs, and his lands in Connaught,
Leinster, and Wales were partitioned among his five daughters. [95] In 1312 the Connaught lands
were assigned to his daughter Nesta and her then husband Fromund le Brun. [96] At his death in 1329,
John de Bermingham, Earl of Louth, held ‘ the manor of Kerre’ (Carra), when the rents and issues
were at first received by Bernard de Staunton, but on July 9, 1333, the custody of both Dunmore and
Carra was given to Edmund, son of Earl Richard de Burgh. [97] Some of the Stauntons appear to have



been implicated in the murder of this Edmund in 1338. [98] A junior branch of the family, said by
Mac Firbis to have been descended from Sir Bernard Staunton, became known in Carra as Mac
Evilly (mac in Mhilidh, ‘son of the knight’), and at the close of the sixteenth century, though the
Burkes held much of the barony, ‘ Myly Mc Evily chief of his name’ was one of those who entered
into the composition of 1585. [99]

The northern part of the barony of Carra, known as Clann Cuain, is believed to have been first
granted to a de Barry, who has left his name in Castlebar, i. e. caislén an Bharraigh or ‘ the Barry’s
Castle.’ [100] Before 1333, however, the free-holder was a de Cogan.

The primary enfeoffment of the baronies of Erris and Tirawley is complicated and obscure. The
traditional account given by Duald Mac Firbis [101] is confused and mixes up distinct events (which,
however, can, I think, be disentangled), and trustworthy records are scanty. There were rival claims
among the settlers, founded apparently on inconsistent grants, and these led to disputes. From such
facts and indications as can be gathered from early records and from the annals it appears that some
time about the beginning of the thirteenth century, when William de Burgh was treating Connaught as a
conquered province, he made a grant to Nicholas le Petit of the cantred of Tirawley, or the northern part
of the present barony, including the tuath of Bredagh, [102] and that Nicholas afterwards enfeoffed
Adam Cusack [103] ‘ senior’ of some or all of these lands. [104] It is, however, improbable that there was
any effective occupation of the lands until after the conquest by Richard de Burgh. At this time, c. 1237,
Richard de Burgh appears to have granted lands in the barony, including at any rate the cantred of Bac
and Glen, or the southern part of the barony, and the tuath of Bredagh, to Robert, father of Richard de
Carew of Cork, who enfeoffed William Barrett. Bredagh was thus the subject of inconsist-ent grants.
Afterwards, apparently in the time of the second Richard de Burgh, c. 1247-8, William Barrett ejected
Adam Cusack, senior, from Bredagh, and when Cusack's immediate lord, Adam le Petit, recovered
judgement, William Barrett violently resisted the execution of the decree. In 1255 there was a renewed
order to give Adam le Petit seisin, but there is no sign that it was carried out. [105] In 1281 a new
dispute arosa between another William Barrett and another Adam Cusack, presumably sons or other
kinsmen of the former disputants. A parley between them at Moyne (Maighin) near Killala ended in a
fight, with the result that Barrett was captured and died in Cusack’s prison. [106]

The king then took into his hand the lands of William Barrett, both in Cork and Tirawley, and
of Adam le Fleming in Erris, [107] and heavy fines were exacted from members of the Barrett faction
[108] showing that they were considered in the wrong, and that at this time the arm of the law could
reach the wrong-doer even in the uttermost parts of Connaught. In 1299 seisin in wardship of the
lands of William Barrett was given to Richard de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, and the heir, a third William
Barrett, who was born in 1280, was soon afterwards let into possession. At this time the intermediate
tenancy of Maurice, son of Richard de Carew, was recognized, [109] but by 1333 it had disappeared,
and ‘ the heirs of William Barrett’held Bac and Glen directly from the earl at a rent of twenty marks,
the usual chief rent for a cantred.

The Barretts spread far and wide in Tirawley and overflowed into Erris. They became divided into
several families or clans, as Mac Wattin (Mac Bhaitin), descended from Batin Barrett, who ob-
tained the great court of Meelick, Clan Andrew of Bac, Clan Toimin and Clan Philpin of Erris, and
others. There were also Merricks, Lawlesses, Lynotts, and others. Mac Firbis gives some account of
these and of the districts in which they settled, and as he came of a family who were hereditary
historians of the O’Dowds, head chieftains of Tirawley, his account is likely to be substantially
correct, though, as we have seen, he seems to err as to the precise period of the first settlement, and
actually reverses the immediate result of the fracas at Moyne.

Mac Firbis also tells the gruesome tale, immortalized by Sir Samuel Ferguson, of the blinding of
the Lynotts by the Barretts, and of the cunning revenge of the victims. [110] The story, however,
receives no support from the annals, and on the face of it was devised to account for the fact that in
later ages the Burkes had scattered estates over the Barrett country. For the credit of the Welshmen of
Tirawley we may hope that the story is not true.

At the composition of 1595 Sir Richard Burke was to have 5s. out of every quarter of 160 quarters
of freeholders’ lands in Tirawley, viz. the freehold lands of the Barretts, Burkes, Lynotts, Clan-
paidyne, Cusacks, Carews, and Clandonnells. [111] Of these, Clanpaidyne was a sept of the Barretts,



and the Clandonnells were Scottish galloglasses. Indeed nearly all the freeholders of County Mayo
mentioned in the composition with Sir John Perrot were of other than Irish extraction.

As to Erris still less is positively known. It was in 1273 that Donnell, son of Manus O’Conor of Clan
Murtough, was expelled by the English from Erris, and after this, at any rate, the English would seem to
have dominated the cantred. Adam le Fleming, who sided with William Barrett and was killed in the
battle of Moyne in 1281, seems to have held the greater part of the cantred. His lands were taken into
the king’s hand, [112] and appear to have been set to farm to Jordan of Exeter—the same Jordan as held
Affane in County Waterford of the Crown and Ballylahan in Mayo of the earl. [113] One of the tenants
was John Butler, who held the manor of Ballycroy from Jordan by knight’s service. [114] In 1333 the
cantred was held of the earl by John, son of Jordan of Exeter, at the usual rent for a cantred, viz. twenty
marks. But, as we have noticed, the Barretts spread from Tirawley over Erris, and in 1593 the Queen’s
commissioners found ‘ by ancient testimony and witnesses of great credit that the whole barony of Erris
was and is the lawful inheritance of Edmund Barrett’, some of the Burkes, however, had ' usurped upon
part of it, and being traitors were slain in open rebellion.’ [115]

Umhall, or ‘ the Owles’, now the baronies of Burrishoole and Murisk, seems to have been granted
to Henry le Boteler. Burrishoole, as the name indicates, must have been a Norman borough, and it
was in all probability the Burgheis cinn trachta, [116] ‘ the burgage at the head of the strand’, which
was burned in 1247 by some of the Clan Murtough of Munster (O’Conors) who had recently settled
in Umhall. Next year there was a formidable outbreak of the clan, and ‘ the castle of Mac Henry
[Butler] was burned by them and its constable taken.’ [117] Jordan of Exeter (the sheriff of
Connaught), John Butler, [118] Robin Lawless, [119] and others made a counter-attack, and Mac
Henry, who was lord of Umhall—‘ for it belonged to him and he was residing in it’—came with a
large army, made peace with Donnell, son of Manus O’Conor (head of Clan Murtough), and with his
aid suppressed those who had turned against him. Twenty-four years later (1272) ‘ Henry Butler, lord
of Umhall’, pre-sumably the same person or his son, was slain by another member of Clan Murtough.
This led to the expulsion of the clan from Umhall and Erris in the succeeding year. In 1833 John le
Botiller held the cantred of ‘ Owyl Botiller’ of the earl at a rent of £10, and certain townlands there
were held by de Burghs, Robert Lawless, and O’Malley, apparently the Irish chieftain of Murrisk.
The value to the earl of the whole cantred of Owyl was £52 13s. 10d. The claims of the Butlers were
never forgotten, though they must have been in abeyance for a long time, and in the composition of
1585 Thomas, Earl of Ormond and Ossory, was said to be seised of forty quarters of land belonging
to the manor of Burrishoole, and the same were assigned to him free. [119]

From this survey of the primary enfeoffment of Connaught it will be seen that the first feoffees were
all, or nearly all, great feudal lords who already held fiefs in other parts of Ireland. For the campaigns of
1227 and 1235, at any rate, it appears that the feudal host who owed royal service had been sum-
moned, and Richard de Burgh naturally rewarded those who were most active in their assistance. In
some cases, however, the barons did not personally exploit their acquisitions, but created new tenures
of their lands, making the new tenants liable for the rents and services due to Richard de Burgh and
reserving perhaps a profit rent to themselves. [120] In process of time such intermediate tenures tended
to disappear. But in most cases the Connaught lords, like their overlord Richard de Burgh and his suc-
cessors, continued for some generations at least to hold their new acquisitions along with their former
fiefs. Such were the Fitz Geralds of Offaly, the Berminghams of Tethmoy, the Ridelisfords of
Castledermot, the Exeters of Affane, the Stauntons of Moone, the Cogans, Barrys, and Barrets of
County Cork, the Nangles and Cusacks of County Meath, &c. In this respect the settlement in Conn-
aught, though paralleled to some extent by that in Munster, differed from the settlement in Ulster,
where John de Courcy’s followers were previously for the most part landless men.

[1] Ann. Loch Cé , 1237-8.
[2] Chancery Inquisitions p. m., 7 Ed. Ill, no. 39. These inquisitions are very voluminous and deal with
the lands of the earl in Carlow, Uriel, Meath, Munster, and Ulster, as well as those in Connaught.
For full abstracts and a careful study of those relating to Connaught see the papers by Mr. H. T.
Knox in Journal R. S. A. I., vols, xxxii, xxxiii (1902-3).

[3] Ann. Clonmacnois, 1236. Loughrea was in the cantred of Maenmagh, which had been given by
Cathal Crovderg to Gilbert de Nangle in 1195 : ante, vol. ii, p. 155. In February 1207, king John
confirmed this grant, but in the following November he made a grant to Gilbert of lands further to



the east, no doubt in substitution for Maenmagh. This new grant included Muinter Maelfhinnain.
This, too, eventually passed to the de Burgh lord, but in conformity with the above it is stated in the
inquisition of 1333 that it was not held in chief of the Crown like the rest of the lordship. Presum-
ably the title was traced through Gilbert de Nangle.

[4] This manor appears as ‘ the land of Metherye’ when restored to the second Richard de Burgh in
1247 : Close Roll, 31 Hen. Ill, p. 534. The name represents the Irish Medhraighe, famous as the
western extremity of the Eiscir Riada, and has survived as ‘ Maaree’ : Four Masters, vol. vi,
p. 2198, note. At Ballynacourty near the church are the remains of the basement of an early castle.

[5] For example : Rathgorgin, where there are remains of an early castle, was held by John Dolfin in
1271, and by Thomas Dolfin in 1333, at a rent of £3 6s. 8d. In the adjoining townland of Oldcastle
is a good example, rare in Connaught, of the mote-type of earthwork, perhaps dating from the time
when Gilbert de Nangle held Maenmagh : see Journal, GalwayArch, and Hist. Soc, vol. ix,
pp. 33-44. In 1585 twenty-seven quarters of land about here were known as ‘Eraght Dolphine’ :
West Connaught, p. 325.

[6] Yet there was a minority before each succession. Richard de Burgh died in 1243. His eldest son
Richard came of age in February 1247, when seisin was granted to him (Cal. Docs. Irel., vol. i, no.
2865). The Connaught lands then held by the custodians are described as ‘ the land of Miloc’
(Meelick, barony of Longford), ‘ land of Metherye’ (now Ballinacourty), ‘ land of Iocherye’
(probably a blundering form of Loch Riach, Loughrea), the ' castles of Caylly and Kyrky ' Ceaislén
na Caillighe in Lough Mask and caislén na Circe in Lough Corrib), and the islands in the two
lakes (ibid., 2908). The second Richard de Burgh died before November 5, 1248, and was suc-
ceeded by his brother Walter in May 1250 (ibid., no. 3050). Walter died in 1271, and was suc-
ceeded by his son Richard the Red Earl in January 1280 (ibid., vol. ii, no. 1629). The Red Earl died
in 1326, and in 1328 his grandson, William, the Brown Earl, when only sixteen years of age, was
put into possession of his estates.

[7] Pipe Roll (Ireland), 9 Ed. I, 36th Rep. D. K., p. 63.
[8] Gormanston Register, f. 189, where the cantreds appear as ‘ Korn, Karbridrumclef, Tirfichre
Omoly, Lune, and Clefluuethe’, and the witnesses are Maurice Fitz Gerald, then justiciar, Walter
de Kidelisford, Gerald de Prendergast, Peter de Bermingham, and Matthew Fitz [Griffin], all of
whom probably accompanied Richard and Hugh on this campaign and were directly or indirectly
rewarded.

[9] Ante, vol. ii, p. 156 note, and cf. p. 187 note.
[10] The northern part of Gallen, called Coolcarney (Cuil Cernadha), was included in Tír Fhiachrach,
but Meelick (Milic) and even Athlethan were in Luighne in the larger sense of that denomination.
Luighne, indeed, was an alias for the diocese of Achonry, which included the parishes of Leyney,
Corran, Gallen, and part of Costello : Ann. Loch Cé , vol. i. pp. 279, 355. In the inquisition of
1333 I take ‘ the half cantred of Lowyn’ in which was ‘ Adlayn’ (Ath lethan) as standing for
Luighne, not Sliabh Lugha as supposed by Mr. Knox : Journ. R. S. A. I., 1902, p. 398. The barony
of Gallen was ultimately formed out of the Mac Jordan de Exeter lands.

[11] Cal. Docs. Irel., vol. i, no. 3006.
[12] Red Book of the Earl of Kildare, f. v d : ‘ cantredum Carebri Drumclef . . . faciendo servicium
duorum militum et reddendo viginti marcas . . . et unum accipitrem sorum.’

[13] Ibid. f. vi : ‘ dimidium cantredum de Luyne, illam [sic] videlicet que iacet versus aquilonem prox-
ima de Esdaro (Ballysadare) . . . faciendo servicium unius militis et reddendo decem marcas
argenti.' The kingdom of Luighne appears to have been co-extensive with the diocese of Achonry,
and included, besides the barony of Leyney, the greater part of Gallen and the northern part
(Sliabh Lugha) of Costello.

[14] Ibid. f. v d : ‘ Tyrconyll per rectas metas divisas inter Keneleon et Tyrconyll . . . faciendo servic-
ium quatuor militum pro omni servicio.’

[15] For the above events see Ann. Loch Cé, sub annis.
[16] Cal Docs. Ireland, vol. i, no. 2680.
[17] Under the year 1265 the Annals of Loch Cé record the destruction by Aedh O’Conor of the castles

of Benn-fhada (Banada) and Rath-aird-craibhe (Ardcree in Kilvarnet parish), as well as of the
castle of Sligo. They were all, no doubt, rebuilt—that of Sligo in 1269, and again by Earl Richard
in 1310.

[18] Red Book, f. viii. See the essential parts of this deed (which has been misinterpreted) transcribed
in my paper on ‘ the Fitz Geralds, barons of Offaly’, in Journal R. S. A. I. , vol. xliv (1914),



p. 107 (where ‘ pro quiet’ clam’ quam [sic],’ &c, should have been expanded into ‘ pro quieta
clamacione quam,’ &c).

[19] Ibid. f. xxii : ' Ego Mauricius filius Mauricii dedi, &c. Thome filio Mauricii fratri meo totam
terram meam de Bennede in cantredo de Lune cum castro et omnibus pertinentiis excepto castro
de Rathardkreth cum tribus villatis terre ad dictum castrum pertinentibus viz. Rathardkrath
Rouelan et Clarath et excepto dominio Roberti de Prendirgast habend’&c. adeo plenius prout
dominus Mauritius flius Geraldi pater meus illam terram cum castro . . . tenuit . . . et mihi dedit
Reddendo unum ostorium sorum . . . et faciendo sectam ad curiam meam de Rathardkreth,’ &c.

[20] See the several deeds mentioned in the Red Book fromAmabil to John, son of Thomas, H. M. C,
9th Rep., pt. 2, pp. 266-7. In the partition most of the Connaught lands seem to have been as-
signed to Amabil.

[21] See the agreement set out in Cal. Justiciary Rolls (1299), pp. 235-6.
[22] Journal R. S.A. I., vol. xxxiii (1903), p. 61.
[23] In 1333 a rent of 10 marks was received fromAdlayn (Athlethan or Ballylahan) for half the
cantred of Lowyn (Luighne) from John of Exeter.

[24] In the Red Book, f. 62 d, is an agreement dated at Ardrathan, September 10, 1240, by which
Jordan agreed to give to Maurice ' medietatem dimidii cantredi de Luyna quod [sic] dictus
Iordanus tenet de comite Ultonie . . . tenend' de eodem Iordano in feodo per servicium unius
militis per red-ditum centum solidorum. Et proper hoc debet predictus Mauricius firmare quoddam
castrum ad opus Iordani in Winterclerekyn (perhaps = Druim ui Cleirchcin ; Four Masters, vol. ii,
p. 934, now Dromin between Athlacca and Uregare, Geraldine manors in Co. Limerick) de
magnitudine et simultudine castri eiusdem Iordani quod habet in tenemento de Ardrath,' &c.
Jordan de Exeter held the two vills of ' Donncolyn and Rotbbethach ' (Dunkellin and Roevehagh
in the parish of Killeely) of the Geraldine manor of Ardrathan : ibid., f. xvi d.

[25] Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. ii, no. 250.
[26] Ann. Loch Cé, 1253. It is believed that the Annales de Monte Fernandi were written in this House.
According to the Register of the Dominican Friary of Athenry, the Convent of Strade was origin-
ally founded for Franciscans, but was transferred to Dominicans at the instance of Basilia,
daughter of Meiler de Bermingham, and wife of Stephen, son of Jordan of Exeter.

[27] Ibid., 1258, where Jordan of Exeter is called Siúrtán dEissétar. In Ann. Ulst., 1258, he is called
Siurtun Gaileang from his fief. Another Jordan of Exeter was sheriff of Connaught in 1269-72 :
36th Rep. D. K., p. 28. By Mac Somhairle (Sorley) we must understand a descendant of Somerled.
The person meant was probably Dugald, son of Ruaidhri, son of Ragnall, son of Somerled, whose
daughter Aedh O’Conor married next year : Ann. Loch Cé, 1259, where the above Dugald is
called Dubhgall Mac Somhairle.

[28] Red Book of the Earl of Kildare, f. vii d : ‘ cantredum de Coron . . . duas partes scilicet dicti
cantredi in dominico et tertiam partem in homagio et servicio . . . reddendo xx marcas argenti . . .
et faciendo servicia duorum militum (in quibus xx marcis cum serviciis predictis ego et heredes
mei Ricardo de Burgo tenemur ad redditus et servicia de predicto cantredo versus dominum
Regem acquietando),’ &c.

[28] For Matilda’s age see Cal. Inquis. P. M., 36 lien. Ill, no. 254.
[29] Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. ii, nos. 80, 84, 165.
[30] Ibid., no. 580. No. 852 is misdated, cf. no. 116.
[31] Theiner, Vetera Monumenta, no. ccxi.
[32] Red Book of the Earl of Kildare, f. xxiv d. The marriage also accounts for the fact that Maurice
Fitz Maurice held for his life Gerald de Prendergast’s lands at Tobernea, Co. Limerick, Corbyn,
Co. Cork, and Killegny, Co. Wexford : Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. iii, no. 463.

[33] Ann. Loch Cé, 1249.
[34] In 1297 Peter, son of James de Bermingham of Tethmoy, released his whole right and claim in the
vill of Castleconor and three carucates there to Eustace le Poer, who claimed through a
Bermingham-Poer marriage : Plea Roll, 24 Ed. I. In 1302 Eustace got a grant of free warren in
Kenmoy and Castleconor: Cal. Chart. Rolls, 30 Ed. I, p. 24.

[35] Bun finne. See Ann. Loch Cé, 1308, 1310.
[36] Journal R. S. A. I., vol. xxxiii (1903), p. 59.
[37] Four Masters, 1371.
[38] Ann. Loch Cé, 1532-3.
[39] See the Plea Roll, 16 Ed. II, cited supra, p. 35, note 2. The senior line in Meath was continued
from Miles in successive generations, by Hugh, Jordan, and John. We have already mentioned the



attempt of Philip de Nangle and his son Miles to get a foothold in County Leitrim : supra,
pp. 32-5.

[40] Ann. Loch Cé, 1253.
[41] Cal. Docs. Irel., vol. ii, p. 266.
[42] Ann. Loch Cé, 1270.
[43] Fiants, Elizabeth, nos. 4898, 4902. For the sale to Dillon see Ann. Loch Cé, vol. ii, p. 477 (anno
1586), and O’Flaherty's West Connaught (Hardiman), p. 339.

[44] Inquisition on the lands of John Fitz Thomas (1282) : Cal. Docs. Irel., vol. ii, p. 429. See, too,
Inquisition after the death of Thomas Fitz Maurice (1298) : ibid., vol. iv, pp. 258, 340. Maurice de
Londres held the manor of Roscarlan (Rosegarland) in County Wexford from the Marshals : see
Chart. St. Mary’s Dub., vol. ii, p. 155. He probably sprang from the family that owned Kidwelly
Castle in Carmarthenshire, and he may have been related to Henry de Londres, archbishop of
Dublin.

[45] For plan and description see Journ. GalwayArch. Soc. (1902), vol. vii, p. 115. Lough Glinn
Castle, in the adjoining parish of County Roscommon, is also said to have been built by the
Geraldines : Hib. Dominicana, p. 311.

[46] Hy Fiachrach, p. 161, note.
[47] Some Connacht Raths and Motes (H. T. Knox), Journ. R. S. A. I., vol. xli (1911), p. 301 et seq.
[48] Ann. Loch Cé, 1254. The name Ristubhard is taken by the editor to refer to de Ridelisford, as in
1235 ‘ Ualdar Ritabhard, high baron of Leinster’, clearly refers to Walter de Ridelisford, but there
is nothing to connect his family with the district. Perhaps the entry is a blundered double of the
preceding obit of ‘ Piers Pramister’ (Bermingham).

[49] Irish Pipe Roll, 36th Rep. D. K., p. 63. Henry de Rochford was sheriff of Connaught in 1280 :
ibid., p. 56.

[50] For plan and description see Journal R. S. A. I., vol. xli (1911), pp. 307-9.
[51] Journal R. S. A. I., vol. xxxiii (1903), pp. 59-60.
[52] Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. v, nos. 436, 510.
[53] See Journal R. S. A. I. (1889), pp. 24-30, for plan and description.
[54] Ann. Loch Cé, 1362.
[55] See infra, vol. iv, c. 38.
[56] Red Book, f. vi, where the grant is transcribed. The parcels are ‘ duo cantreda terre de Ofecherath
[ui Fiachrach (Aidhne)] sicut Rothy Ohethyn [Ruaidhri O’h-Eidhin] ea . . . tenuit salvo et in manu
mea retento cantredo de Kenoloth’ [Cenel Aodha, ‘ O’Shaughnessy’s country’] to be held by the
service of four knights and the rent of 40 marks. Among the witnesses are Hugh de Lacy, Walter
de Ridelisford, Gerald de Prendergast, Mathew Fitz Griffin, Richard de Tuit, Peter de Berming-
ham, Nicholas Power, John de Cogan and others—pointing to the year 1235. This was the only
land held by Maurice Fitz Gerald directly of the de Burghs. The two cantreds were, seemingly,
Coill ua bh-Fiachrach and Oga Bethra.

[57] Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. i, no. 2550, and Red Book, f. ii.
[58] Red Book, f. xix. Eoghan O’hEidhin died next year ; Ann. Loch Cé, 1253. ‘ Ogehethie’: Oga

Bethra, a territory in the northern part of Aidhne ; Hy Fiachrach, pp. 53, 63. ‘ Tillog’ : Tul
oighre ? ‘ hill of the heir’ (Joyce, vol. iii), Tulleyre (Fiants Eliz., 5808), now Tullira in parish of
Ardrahan.

[59] Red Book, if. xvi-xviii, where full details are given, including tenants’ names, denominations of
lands, and tenures. The lands held of the manors extended beyond the present parishes of
Ardrahan and Kilcolgan.

[60] For an abstract of this inquisition and plan of the earthworks about the castle see GalwayArch.
Journal, vol. vii, pp. 73-83. In the Red Book, ff. vii and xiii, there are two grants from Conor [Mac
Murray], bishop of Kilmacduagh (d. 1247), to Maurice Fitz Gerald of lands near the vill of
Kilcolgan in exchange for other lands. Since this chapter was written, full abstracts of my
transcripts (from the Red Book of the Earl of Kildare) of all the above mentioned documents
relating to Kilcolgan and Ardrahan have been edited and annotated by Mr. H. T. Knox : ibid.,
vol. ix, pp. 129-77.

[61] The Robe was the boundary between the territory of Conmaicne-Cúile and that of Cera.
[62] The parcels in Gerald’s grant are ‘ dimidium cantredi de Conmacnekuly unacum redditu quinque

marcarum quas Ricardus Cosin michi reddere consuevit annuatim de terra quam de me tenuit in
Tirnathyn '. (To be dated before 1246) ; Red Book, f. vi d. Tir nechtain was in the Prendergast
district of Clanmorris (Inquis. 1333).



[62] The parcels in Raymond's grant are castrum de Struther (Sruthair, Shrule) cum dimidio cantredi
terre ibidem ; Red Book, f. xviii d.

[64] Lough Mask Castle was probably one of those built in 1238, Ann. Loch Cé. It was certainly in
existence in 1264, when it, along with the castle of Ardrahan, was seized by Walter de Burgh in
consequence of his dispute with Maurice Fitz Maurice (ibid.. 1264) ; see infra, p. 241.

[65] Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. i, no. 2680.
[66] Cal. Justiciary Rolls, vol. i, pp. 235-6. The name Dunmougherne appears to be obsolete. It is the
Dúnmughorn of Ann. Loch Cé and Four Masters, 1133, where it is mentioned as having been
demolished with Dunmore, from which it was evidently not far distant. O’Donovan there confuses
it with Dúnmudhord or Dúnmuighdhord, now Doon near Westport, mentioned in the same annals
in 1235. But in the anglicized form ‘ Dunmochern’ it was one of the lands granted byAmabil to
John Fitz Thomas (Red Book, f. 26 d, not ‘ Dannocharne’ as in Index, 9th Rep. H. M. C, p. 267a),
and as ‘Dunmougherne’ it is the name othe Geraldine manor surrendered by John Fitz Thomas
to Earl Richard. In Historia et Genealogia Familiae de Burgo it appears as ‘ the bally of Dun
muirne’, where it is mentioned with places in the parishes of Kilmainemore and Kilmainebeg
(Knox, History of Mayo, p. 353). The remains of the dún should be sought in this neighbourhood.
Perhaps it is the place now called Roundfort : see Journal R. S. A. I., vol. xxxi (1901), p. 32,
where, however, Mr. Knox treats the name incorrectly, having only the faulty form, ‘ Danno-
charne ‘, before him.

[67] Cal. Close Rolls, Ed. Ill, vol. ix, p. 442, and Ir. Pipe Roll, 43rd Rep. D. K., pp. 22, 24. Hence these
manors do not appear in the inquisitions of 1333, being still in the hands of Elizabeth de Clare.

[68] See the Composition of 1685 : ‘ Mac Morys, otherwise surnamed Fitz Gerald or Prendergaste’ :
West Connaught (Hardiman), p. 336.

[69] Ann. Loch Cé, 1335 ; cf. Ann. Ulst. and Four Masters. All the editors assume that Fitz Geralds
were intended. The editor of the Annals of Ulster departs from his text, following the ignorant
translator of the Annals of Clonmacnois, where the only true word is ‘ falsam’, probably an
intelligent comment which has crept into the text.

[70] Ann. Loch Ce, 1251, where the editor supposes that some unknown Fitz Gerald is intended.
[71] Journal R. S. A. I., vol. xxxii (1902), p. 397. If further proof of identity is needed see Ann. Loch
Cé andAnn. Ulst. 1300, where ‘ Seonin Oc Mac Muiris’ and ‘ John Prendarcass’ evidently denote
the same John Prendergast, there being a double entry of his death.

[72] Red Book, f. vi, and Cal. Docs. Ireland, vol. i, p. 477.
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