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In Upper Canada, waste land varies in value according to its situation. Near villages, and
populous parts of the country, its price is from £4 to £8 an acre ; however, when it lies remote
from any settlement, and has no particular local advantages, it may sometimes be purchased
in tracts at the rate of two or three shillings an acre. Cultivated land sells much higher,
particularly when bought in small quantities, its price then sometimes £20 or £30 per acre. A
farm containing two hundred acres, thirty of which are under cultivation, and a log-house and
barn, may be purchased for £250 in the Talbot Settlement, where the majority of British
emigrants now take up their residence. A farm of similar extent, situated any where upon the
frontier, between Niagara village and Fort Erie, could not be bought for less than eight or nine
hundred pounds. In the back settlements, farms are always for sale at prices much lower than
my I have mentioned ; but the disadvantages incidental to their situation render them not very
desirable for any person. In many of the villages of Upper Canada, lots containing half an
acre sell for £50 or £60 ; and the lands in their immediate vicinity often bear a pro-portionally
high value.

Waste land may be completely cleared and fenced at the rate of £4 per acre ; however, if
the quantity is large, and the work contracted for, the cost will not be so great. Farm-
labourers, if hired by the day, receive from three shillings to four and sixpence, exclusive of
board. Aman’s wages are £3 per month, besides board ; but if he is hired by the year, he
receives less in proportion. Women servants can hardly be procured, and they generally
receive eighteen shillings or a guinea a month. A moderately good horse costs £20 or £25 ; a
yoke of oxen the same sum ; a good cow from £5 to £7 ; a sheep 4s. 6d.; a large sow £2 ; and
other domestic animals in proportion. Wheat averages 4s. 6d. a bushel ; rye 4s.; oats 1s. 10d.;
buck-wheat 3s. ; Indian corn 3s. ; potatoes 2s. ; apples 2s. 6d. ; hay, per ton, £2. When farms
are rented, it is generally upon shares. The tenant is furnished with horses, oxen, and agri-
cultural utensils by the owner, who receives one-third or one-half of the whole produce, as
may have been agreed upon. This system is tolerably equitable, it being for the interest of
both parties that as much land as possible should be laid down in crop.

In Upper Canada, the taxes are so trifling that they scarcely deserve notice. All rateable
property, such as live-stock, houses, &c. is subject to a tax of one penny upon the pound, ad
valorem. Cultivated land pays one penny an acre, and waste land one farthing. Every male
is obliged to work three days annually upon the public roads, or employ a substitute, or pay
the sum of thirteen shillings and sixpence to the path-master, being the wages of a labouring
man for three days. Heads of families, and persons who keep teams, are liable to a greater
proportion of statute labour. However, notwithstanding these regulations, the roads through-
out the Province in general are in very bad repair, the path-masters not being sufficiently strict
in exacting the apportioned quantity of labour from each individual.

From what I have stated, it will be seen that the necessaries of life can be obtained at a
small expense in Upper Canada; but that labour is very high, and quite out of proportion to
most other things. This circumstance arises from the scarcity of labourers, and from their
wages being in a great measure nominal. Money is so difficult to procure, that almost all the
farmers are obliged to pay those they hire with grain of some kind, which being unsaleable,



those who receive it are obliged to barter it away with loss for any thing else they may
require. He who has a little money at command in Upper Canada will possess many advant-
ages. He will get his work done at a cheaper rate than other people who have none ; and, in
making purchases, will often obtain a large discount from the seller. A third cause of the high
wages of labourers is the exorbitant rate at which all merchandize of British manufacture is
sold in Upper Canada, the retail prices of such being, on an average, one hundred and fifty
per cent, higher than they are in Britain. The different articles of wearing apparel cost nearly
twice as much as they do on the other side of the Atlantic, and are of very inferior quality.

The persons who may be inclined to emigrate to Upper Canada are of three different
descriptions, viz. the poor peasant or day-labourer ; the man of small income and increasing
family ; the man possessing some capital, and wishing to employ it to advantage.

Persons of the first class never would repent if they emigrated to Upper Canada, for they
could hardly fail to improve their circumstances and condition. I have already mentioned the
inducements when describing the Talbot Settlement, and I repeat, that the poorest individual,
if he acts prudently and is industrious, and has a common share of good fortune will be able
to acquire an independence in the space of four or five years. He will then have plenty to eat
and drink, a warm house to reside in, and no taxes to pay ; and this state of things surely
forms a delightful contrast with those hardships and privations which are at present the lot of
the labouring population of Great Britain.

It is evident that some descriptions of emigrants will succeed better in Upper Canada than
others. Those who have been accustomed to a country life, and to country labour, are, of
course, more fitted to cultivate land, and endure the hardships at first attendant upon a
residence in the woods, than artisans or manufacturers, whose constitutions and habits of life
are somewhat unfavourable to the successful pursuit of agriculture. But every individual who,
to youth and healthy joins perseverance and industry, will eventually prosper. Mechanics
cannot fail to do well in Upper Canada ; for, when not employed in dealing lands, they will
find it easy to gain a little money by working at their professions ; and they likewise have the
advantage of being able to improve their dwelling-houses and repair their farming utensils, at
no expense. Weavers, being ignorant of country affairs, and unaccustomed to bodily exertion,
make but indifferent settlers at first, and their trade is of no use to them whatever in the
woods. Married persons are always more comfortable, and succeed sooner, in Canada, than
single men ; for a wife and family, so far from being a burden there, always prove sources of
wealth. The wife of a new settler has many domestic duties to perform ; and children, if at all
grown up, are useful in various ways.

Emigrants ought to embark in vessels bound for Quebec or Montreal. If they sail for New
York, they will have to pay a duty of 30 per cent upon their luggage when they arrive at that
port ; and as there is very little water carriage between it and Canada, the route will prove a
most expensive one, particularly to people who carry many articles along with them. Those
who have money to spare, should lay in a quantity of wearing apparel before leaving this
country, as all articles of the kind cost very high in Upper Canada. A stock of broad-cloth,
cotton, shoes, bedding, &c. can be carried out at a trifling expense, and will prove advant-
ageous to the settler. But no one should take household furniture with him ; and if he cannot sell
what he has in this country, he ought to leave it behind him. The conveyance of tables, chairs,
&c. into the back-woods costs far more than their value ; besides, every thing that is necessary
for the interior of a log-hut can be procured in the settlements. Good furniture is not at all fit for
the rude abodes that must at first be occupied by those who have newly emigrated.

A passage to Quebec or Montreal can now. be procured for about £7, provisions included.
Half-price is usually paid for children. Nothing is charged for luggage, unless the quantity is



very great. Those emigrants who have but a small sum of money should convert it into
guineas or dollars, British bank-notes and silver not being current in Canada. If the amount is
large, it should be lodged in the hands of a friend in this country, and such arrangements
made as will enable its owner to obtain the sum he wants, by drawing a bill upon his cor-
respondent at home.

There are offices, both at Quebec and Montreal, where persons, by paying a small fee, may
obtain some information about vacant lands, the expense of a grant, and the means of
proceeding to the Upper Province. Emigrants should go to these whenever they get on shore,
and make such inquiries as they may think necessary, and then immediately set out for York.
It is highly injudicious to waste any time in Quebec or Montreal, as living is very expensive
in both cities, and as nothing but general information can be obtained in them, the people
knowing as little about the exact nature of the different lots of land that are open to settlers, as
we do in this country. Every man should see not only the settlement, but the farm, which he
proposes to select as his place of residence, before he comes to any decision ; and therefore
his object is to hasten up the country as fast as possible, York being the centre of all trans-
actions connected with land business. Several steam-boats ply every day between Quebec and
Montreal, and steerage passengers are charged 15s. On reaching Montreal, the emigrant
should secure a place for himself and his luggage in the bateaux, which are open boats, that
are rowed up the St Lawrence, and usually arrive at Kingston in six or seven days. Those who
go by them must carry provisions for their own use. The whole expense will be about £l, 8s.
for each person. A steam-boat leaves Kingston once a-week for York, and the steerage fare is
15s.

When the emigrant reaches York, he should go to the land-office there, where he will be
informed concerning the steps that must be taken before he can be entitled to a grant. It is
unnecessary to detail these farther than by stating, that the chief object of them is to make the
applicant prove himself a British subject.

Government gives fifty acres of land to any British subject, free of cost ; but if he wishes
to have a larger quantity, he must pay fees to a certain amount In Canada, fifty acres are con-
sidered as a very small farm, and therefore the emigrant should procure at least twice as
much, if he can afford to do so : however, he will not easily obtain more than one hundred
acres, unless he proves himself possessed of the means of soon bringing a larger quantity
under cultivation. All lands are bestowed under certain regulations and restrictions. The
settler must clear five acres upon each hundred granted to him, open a road in front of his lot,
and build a log-house of certain dimensions. These settling-duties, if performed within eight-
een months after the location-ticket has been issued, entitle him to a deed from government,
which makes the lot his for ever ; and are so far from being severe or unreasonable that he
will find it necessary to perform them in less than the time specified, if he propose to obtain a
subsistence from the cultivation of his farm. The following is a list of the fees on grants of
land exceeding fifty acres : —

100 acres £5 14 1
200 16 17 6
300 24 11 7
400 32 5 8
500 39 19 9
600 47 18 10
700 55 17 11
800 63 2 0
900 70 16 0
1000 78 10 2



1100 86 4 3
1200 93 18 4

The emigrant must now visit the settlement, or place, where he feels most inclined to take up
his residence. Different persons will, of course, recommend different spots. But that tract of
land which extends from the mouth of the Niagara river to the head of Lake Erie, combines the
greater number of advantages than any other portion of the Province ; and the emigrant will do
well to choose his lot in some part of it. He may perhaps be told that it lies too far from a
market; but this is quite a temporary defect, and is fully counterbalanced by the rich-ness of
soil, comparative lightness of timber, line water communications, and superiority of climate,
which characterize its whole extent Ancaster, Long Point, Talbot Road, &c. are situated in this
fertile region, which contains many other settlements equally beautiful and inviting.

Should the emigrant have a wife and family, he ought, if possible, to leave them at York ;
as it would be unnecessary, expensive, and inconvenient, for them to accompany him in his
search, and as he must return to that place after he has chosen his location, that he may get it
confirmed by government

The people in new settlements are very willing to show the vacant land near them to
strangers, from the desire they have of acquiring neighbours ; and therefore the emigrant must
ask some person to walk over the different lots with him, and point out their boundaries. The
chief objects to be considered in making a selection are, the goodness of the land, its dry-
ness, the existence of a spring of water upon it, its vicinity to a road, a navigable river, a mill,
a running stream, a market, and an extensive and increasing neighbourhood. It is very seldom
that a lot possessing all these advantages can be found and the emigrant ought therefore to fix
upon the one that combines the most, important of them. At all events, he must not choose
barren or swampy land, whatever favourable circumstances may characterize its situation.
Good roads, markets, a large neighbourhood, and mills, will make their appearance almost
any where in the course of time ; but a piece of poor wet ground will never produce enough to
render them of any value to its possessor.

Whenever the emigrant has obtained from government a location-ticket, which is a sort of
certificate that empowers him to take possession of the portion of land he has selected, he
ought to commence operations immediately. But it sometimes happens that emigrants are too
poor to purchase the provisions, stock, and farming utensils, that new settlers require, when
commencing their labours. Persons so situated must hire themselves out, until they gain
enough to make a beginning. They will be paid for their work in money, grain, cattle, or pro-
visions ; all which articles will prove equally useful and valuable to them. They will, at the
same time, be acquiring a knowledge of the manners and customs of the country, the nature of
the seasons, the mode of farming, and various other desirable particulars. The female part of
the family may engage themselves as household servants, whose wages are always paid in
money, and thus add a good deal to the general stock. Many, who are now independent
settlers, came to the Province in absolute poverty ; but, by pursuing the plan above described,
were soon enabled to commence working upon their own lands, and to raise themselves
beyond the reach of want

Some people choose to clear a few acres, and crop them, before they build a house, or go to
reside upon their lots. Others erect a habitation first of all, and move into it at once with their
families. The first plan is most congenial to the feelings of British emigrants ; for the partial
cultivation that has been effected diminishes the wildness of the surrounding forests, and things
are usually more comfortable land orderly within doors, than they can be when the settler takes
up his residence on his land before any trees have been cut down. But the expense of supporting
a family, while clearing operations are going forward, is great, unless the idle members engage



themselves as servants ; and the work, particularly if hired persons are employed, does not
proceed so fast as it would do, were the principal residing upon his lot, and superintending the
business himself. Therefore, all settlers who have little money ought to set themselves down in
the woods at once, and boldly commence chopping. This plan may subject them to a few
hardships, but it will assuredly be for their advantage in the end.

Much of the immediate success of a settler depends upon the time of his arrival in the
country. Should he not reach Quebec till the autumn, winter will be almost commencing
before he arrives at York ; and the badness of the roads, and inclemency of the weather, will
then make it difficult for him to travel to the new settlements, and survey the lands that are
open for location. Even were he able to fix upon a lot, and build a house before winter set in,
he could not clear any land till spring, on account of the deepness of the snow and severe cold
; while he would all the time be at the expense of supporting himself and his family in
idleness.—But if the emigrant reaches York in the month of July, he will find sufficient time
to choose a good lot, erect a habitation, clear several acres of ground, and sow it with wheat
or Indian corn, previous to the commencement of winter ; thus getting the start, by a whole
year, of him who arrives late in the autumn, and who would only be preparing his land for
seed when the other was reaping his first crop.

I shall now suppose that the emigrant has made all necessary arrangements for the
occupation of his land. His first object then is to get a house built. If his lot lies in a settle-
ment, his neighbours will assist him in doing this without being paid ; but if far back in the
woods, he must hire people to work for him. The usual dimensions of a house are eighteen
feet by sixteen. The roof is covered with bark or shingles, and the floor with rough-hewn
planks, the interstices between the logs that compose the walls being filled up with pieces of
wood and clay. Stones are used for the back of the fire-place, and a hollow cone of coarse
basket-work does the office of a chimney. The whole cost of a habitation of this kind will not
exceed £12, supposing the labourers had been paid for erecting it ; but as almost every person
can have much of the work done gratis, the expense will not perhaps amount to more than £5
or £6.

Whenever the house is completed, the emigrant ought to bring his family, cattle, pro-visions,
and farming utensils, upon the lot. He should, if possible, have a couple of oxen, a cow, two
pigs, a harrow, and an axe. The cost of the whole will be about £28. But many settlers
commence their labours without any cattle or implements at all, contriving to borrow what they
want from their neighbours, and returning the obligation in work. If the emigrant’s location lies
in a settlement, he will find it advantageous to purchase his provisions there, particularly if
there is much land-carriage between it and the nearest market. Flour and pork are the only
articles of subsistence which can be conveniently transported into the woods. The price of a
barrel of flour, containing 186 lbs., is £l, 10s. ; and of a barrel of pork, holding 200 lbs., about
£5. It is easy to calculate how long a barrel of each article will support any given number of
persons. A cow always proves a valuable animal to a new settler, her milk being convertible
into many agreeable varieties of diet. He will find pigs a very profitable kind of stock, as they
pick up abundant subsistence in the woods, require little attention, and multiply very fast.

The emigrant will use the axe rather awkwardly, and suffer a good deal of fatigue, when
he first commences chopping. However, a few months’ practice will render him tolerably
expert. It is quite a mistake to suppose that a man never proves a good or successful settler,
unless he has been accustomed from his infancy to cut down trees. The Americans and
Canadians doubtless excel all other people in the use of the axe ; but they do not work so
steadily as Englishmen and Scotchmen, and seldom have much advantage over them in the
end. This is daily exemplified in the new settlements of Upper Canada.



The clearing of land overgrown with timber is an operation so tedious and laborious, that
different plans have been devised for abridging it, and for obtaining a crop from the ground
before it is completed. The easiest and most economical is that named girdling. The land is
first cleared of brushwood and small timber, then a ring of bark is cut from the lower part of
every tree ; and if this is done in the autumn the trees will be dead and destitute of foliage the
ensuing spring ; at which time the land is sown, without receiving any culture whatever
except a little harrowing. This plan evidently possesses no advantage except that of enabling
the settler to supply his immediate wants, at the expense of comparatively little time and
labour. The crops obtained in this way are of course scanty, and of inferior quality. The dead
trees must be cut down and removed at last ; and being liable to fall during high winds, the
lives of both labourers and cattle are endangered. After the trees have been felled, the most
suitable kinds are split into rails for fences, and the remainder, being cut into logs twelve feet
long, are hauled together into large piles, and burnt. The land cleared in this manner is sown
with wheat, and harrowed two or three times, and in general an abundant crop rewards the
toils of the owner.

After the felling, dividing, and burning of the timber have been accomplished, the stumps
still remain, disfiguring the fields, and impeding the effectual operation of the plough and
harrow. The immediate removal of the roots of the trees is impracticable and they are there-
fore always allowed to fall into decay, to which state they are generally reduced in the space
of eight or nine years. Pine stumps, however, seem scarcely susceptible of decomposition, as
they frequently show no symptoms of it after half a century has elapsed.

Notwithstanding the quantity of labour necessary in clearing a piece of land, the first crop
seldom fails to afford a return, more than sufficient to repay all that has been expended. The
clearing, fencing, sowing, harrowing, and harvesting an acre of waste land will cost about
£5, 5s. The produce is usually about twenty-five bushels of wheat, which on an average are
worth £6. After the land has been in crop, its cultivation becomes much less expensive. The
cost of putting in a second crop (ploughing being then necessary), will not exceed £2 per acre,
while the produce will amount to perhaps thirty-five or forty bushels ; thus affording a clear
profit of from £4, 15s. to £6, 10s. after £l, 10s. has been deducted for harvesting and
threshing.

In Upper Canada grain is always put under cover instead of being made into stacks : and
therefore the farmer must build a barn, which at first is usually formed of logs, in the same
way as a dwelling-house ; however, it does not coost nearly so much, no inside work being
necessary. But when he becomes wealthier, and more at leisure, he may erect a frame-barn, so
called because it is constructed of joiner’s work, and covered with boards. Such buildings are
commonly made fifty feet long and forty wide, and cost about £60. The farmer ought to pay
little attention to his dwelling-house, until he has provided a safe depository for his grain, and
a warm shed to shelter his cattle. In Upper Canada, a miserable hovel is often seen in the
midst of fruitful fields and fine orchards, forming a singular contrast with the handsome barn,
which its owner has wisely spent his first gains in erecting.

When the emigrant has found himself comfortably established upon his lot, and sur-
mounted his first difficulties, he ought to make a small kitchen-garden. This is a convenience
which few Canadian farmers care to possess. They in general suppose that it requires a great
deal of time and attention, but most erroneously ; for the soil is so productive, that all useful
vegetables grow without much culture. Every settler should likewise endeavour to raise a
good stock of poultry. The first cost of them will be small, and the refuse from his barn will
be sufficient to support any number he may require. They must be put into a house every
night, otherwise the foxes will very soon carry them all away.



The emigrant will sometimes require assistance in the business of the farm, particularly if
he has no family. Those whom he hires to work for him will generally be contented to receive
two-thirds, or perhaps the whole, of their wages in grain. This makes payment very easy to
the farmer, as the nominal value of his produce is usually equal to double the sum it has cost
him to raise it ; but if he has neighbours, he will often be able to get his work done without
any direct outlay, it being customary for the inhabitants of a new settlement mutually to help
each other, by accepting labour in return for labour. There is thus no outlay on either side,
every one affording another a degree of assistance equal to what he has received from him. A
man, perhaps, borrows a waggon for a day from his neighbour, and repays him by lending his
oxen for an equal length of time. A new settlement is sometimes twenty or thirty miles distant
from a mill, and the roads are generally so bad, that the person who carries grain to it waits
till it is ground, although he should be detained several days. When this is the case, each
individual, by turns, conveys to the mill the grain of three or four of his neighbours, and
thus the great waste of labour, which would be occasioned were every one to take his own
produce there separately, is avoided. From these simple facts the advantage of living in a
settlement must be very evident

When the farmer is able to raise a larger quantity of produce than is required for the
support of his family, there are several ways in which he may dispose of the surplus. In many
new settlements the influx of emigrants is so great as to produce a demand for grain more
than equal to the supply. In Talbot Road, the average price of wheat has of late years been
4s. 6d. per bushel, while in most other parts oi the country it was selling for 3s. and 8s. 6d. ;
showing evidently, that the farmer will sometimes find the best market at his own door. But
should there be no demand of this kind, he may carry his produce to the merchants. They will
give him in exchange, broad-cloth, implements of husbandry, groceries, and every sort of
article that is necessary for his family, and, perhaps, even money, at particular times. He will
likewise often have it in his power to barter wheat for live stock of different kinds, and can
hardly fail to increase his means, although without a regular market for his surplus produce, if
he gets initiated into the system of traffic prevalent in the country.

In Upper Canada the winter is the farmer’s idle season, the depth of the snow, and the
severity of the cold, alike putting a stop to agricultural operations. But still there are several
things which require attention, and particularly the live stock, which ought to be regularly fed.
The farmer must, indeed, be careful in this respect, both in summer and in winter. As there is no
grass in the woods, and as new settlers cannot raise fodder for their cattle immediately, they are
obliged to buy either hay or straw, or pumpkins, to feed them, or to cut down trees for them to
browze upon. Oxen and young cows thrive well enough on the tender shoots of the birch,
maple, &c. ; but sheep must have hay or turnips, and ought to be secured from the wolves every
night. Every settler should, in the course of the winter, haul a quantity of firewood sufficient to
supply him the whole year ; and the goodness of the roads will enable him to do this without
much difficulty. When the weather is bad he may employ his time within doors ; in improving
the interior of his dwelling house, of amusing himself by the fire, which can always be made a
warm and cheerful one, from the profusion of fuel that the poorest person has continually at
command. Those who delight in field-sports may go into the woods in search of deer, which
usually abound in the vicinity of new settlements. In Canada, the privilege of shooting them,
and all other game, belongs equally to the lord and the peasant.

The emigrant must not expect to live very comfortably at first. Pork, bread, and what
vegetables he may raise, will form the chief part of his diet for perhaps two years. To these
articles, however, he may occasionally add venison, if he is a tolerable sportsman. The
various kinds of grain which farmers raises enable them to enjoy a great many sorts of bread
that are not known in Britain. Buck-wheat, rye, and Indian corn, make excellent cakes ; and
they have several ways of using flour, besides that of baking it into loaves. All the above



mentioned articles, conjoined with vegetables, poultry, and milk, which every settler can have
in the course of time without much trouble or expense, afford sufficient materials for the
support of an abundant and comfortable table. In Upper Canada, the people live much better
than persons of a similar class in Britain ; and to have proof of this, it is only necessary to
visit almost any hut in the back woods. The interior of it seldom fails to display many sub-
stantial comforts, such as immense loaves of beautiful bread, entire pigs hanging round the
chimney, dried venison, trenchers of milk, and bags of Indian corn. Many of the farmers
indeed live in a coarse and dirty manner ; but this arises from their own ignorance, not from a
want of those things that are essential to comfort and neatness.

I have now detailed, in the shortest manner, the successive steps which emigrants of the
lower class must take, in order to establish themselves in Upper Canada, and given a general
outline of the difficulties they have to contend with, and of the counterbalancing advantages.
The hardships which poor settlers must at first encounter are sometimes rather severe and trying
to their patience ; but if they are active and industrious, they will become tolerably comfortable,
and obtain a sort of rude independence, in the course of three or four years ; being then able to
raise enough of every kind of produce for their own consumption, and likewise sufficient to
purchase all the necessaries of life. But were the privations which emigrants must endure, on
first taking up lands, infinitely greater than they really are, I believe few, who were well
acquainted with the true state of things, would hesitate in pre-ferring Upper Canada to Great
Britain, inasmuch as most people would rather purchase ease and abundance at the expense of a
few years’ hard labour, than remain exposed to poverty and its attendant miseries during their
whole lives, as is the lot of the bulk of the British peasantry.

All the foregoing details are founded upon actual observation ; and the estimate I have
given, of the advantages which poor people derive from emigrating to Upper Canada, is
deduced from a personal inspection of new settlements. My opportunities of ascertaining the
correctness of all the particulars I have advanced upon this subject, have been equally various
and satisfactory. I resided eight months in the most populous and extensive new settlement in
the Province, and daily witnessed the increasing prosperity of thousands of people, most of
whom had been forced from their native land by absolute poverty. No one who emigrates to
Upper Canada, with rational views, will be disappointed. The country is becoming more
agreeable every day, and only requires a large population to render it equal in point of beauty,
comfort, and convenience to any part of the earth. The delightful asylum which it affords to
the poor and unfortunate of every class, is a circumstance that has hitherto been little known
or appreciated, and one which is of particular importance at the present time, when agri-
cultural and commercial embarrassments have reduced so many individuals to a state of
destitution and misery.

The second class of emigrants, viz. men of small income and increasing family, will find
Upper Canada, in many respects, an advantageous place of residence. When I say this, I of
course include those persons only who do not derive their incomes from the exercise of any
profession, and who have no obvious means of improving their circumstances. Half-pay
officers, annuitants, &c. are in this situation. An individual of this class may do well in Upper
Canada, if he possesses a farm, and raises enough of all kinds of produce to supply his own
wants. With £350 a year, and fifty or sixty acres of land, he might, by proper management,
support a large family in comfort and abundance ; but he would not augment his income by
farming extensively, unless he engaged in the business practically, and were assisted by his
children ; the price of labour being so high, and that of produce so low, that the agriculturist
cannot derivee much profit from the returns made by the soil, if he employs hired men to
work it. Respectable families suffer a good deal of inconvenience from a difficulty of obtain-
ing household servants, most of whom are both negligent and unprincipled, and conceive
themselves insulted, if the person who proposes to hire them makes any inquiry about their



characters. Some will not engage themselves, unless they are allowed to sit at table with the
master and mistress of the house. Emigrants sometimes bring servants from Britain ; but such
seldom remain long with them after their arrival in Canada, their ideas and prospects being
directed into new channels by the system of independence and equality which prevails in the
country. The women are soon married, and the men become landholders. Some people bind
their domestics by indentures, to continue with them for a certain time ; but this plan seldom
answers well, as persons so articled are apt to grow insolent and troublesome, whenever their
bondage becomes disagreeable to them. The chief objection which men with large families
will have to Upper Canada is, that it does not afford them the means of educating their
children. Schools, at which the essential branches are taught, exist in the most secluded parts
of the Province ; but there is no seminary on a liberal scale, except at York and Kingston.
However, the generosity which the Provincial government displays in the endowment of
schools, and the encouragement which the inhabitants give to respectable teachers, will soon
render the means of education as accessible in Upper Canada, as they are m the country parts
of Great Britain.

To the man of capital. Upper Canada, I am sorry to say, offers few inducements. The
Province indeed requires the presence of such persons, and the circulation of their capital,
more than any thing else ; but the benefit of a country will, of course, always be a secondary
consideration with every one, when individual interest is concerned, and therefore it cannot
be expected that persons of wealth should as yet emigrate to Upper Canada. There are a good
many ways of employing capital, but few which will ensure such a speedy return, as would in
general be considered necessary. The mercantile business is already overdone. Merchants
swarm, in every part of the Province, and have, in a great measure, been the means of
reducing public credit to its present low ebb. Farming is not profitable for the reasons already
stated, and likewise, because there is at present no steady market for agricultural produce.
Those who could afford to wait many years for the interest of money laid out, might speculate
advantageously in lands. Large and excellent tracts may, at present, be purchased for half the
sum they are really worth. These belong to individnals who are neither resident in the
Province, nor at all connected with it, and who would gladly sell possessions in which they
take no interest, and of which they do not know the value. Some people may suppose, that if
such properties were in the market, the Canadians would buy them up, but they are prevented
from doing so by a want of capital. The man who bought eight or ten thousand pounds worth
of land, would derive no revenue from it for perhaps as many years. The persons to whom he
sold it out in small portions, at a very advanced rate, probably would not be able to pay any
part of the price, until they had cleared and frequently cropped it, and thus gained something
by their labours ; but the speculator would secure himself all the time, by not granting a deed
to any settler, until he had paid the amount of his purchase. When money did begin to flow in,
he would receive a return not only equal to the interest of the capital he had laid out, but triple
or quadruple the amount of the capital itself. The man who buys land at two or three shillings
an acre, and sells it again at ten or fifteen, makes a fortunate speculation, although twenty
years should intervene between the date of his making the purchase, and that of his receiving
the profits it has produced.

•

The circumstances I have concisely stated in my last letter, may enable you to form some
estimate of the advantages that are to be derived from emigrating to Upper Canada, which is
a step no one ought to take without reflection and serious consideration. A traveller, in
describing a country, may easily communicate to the public a correct idea of the expense of
living in it, the value of property, the prospects of success which different kinds of settlers
have, and various other details connected with ways and means ; but be will find it difficult to
give his readers a just conception of those things that would exclusively affect the minds,
tastes, and prejudices of people of knowledge and education.



However, there are men who feel indifferent about what part of the world they reside in,
provided they can obtain the necessaries and substantial comforts of life easily and
economically, and whose impressions respecting the advantages of emigrating to any country
are altogether regulated by the price of provisions and the rate of labour there. Such persons
may, of course, obtain all the satisfaction and information they can require from the pages of
a tourist.

Upper Canada, though destitute of those advantages which high agricultural improvement
and a dense population never fail to bestow, is still, in many respects, a delightful place of
residence ; and the inhabitants often remark, that those who have spent many years of their
lives in the Province very frequently return to it when opportunity offers. There is a freedom, an
independence, and a joyousness, connected with the country, which dazzle those who have
visited it into a forgetfulness of its defects, and gild their most familiar reminiscences with an
exhilarating brightness. There, beggary, want, and woe, never meet the eye. No care-worn
anxious countenances, or famished forms, are to be seen among its inhabitants. Poverty
assumes a milder aspect than it does in Europe ; and the inmates of the most miserable hovel
are always able to satisfy the cravings of nature, and to defend themselves from the winds of
heaven. The aspect of a country and a people such as I have described, my dear friend, is indeed
reviving and delightful to one who, like me, has been conversant with the famishing and
healthless poor of a large city ; who has visited those alleys where starving human
wretchedness takes refuge, and witnessed the depravity, filth, aversions, and repinings, which
poverty gives birth to among the uneducated part of mankind. Though Upper Canada may be
inferior to the old world in many respects, she has still one superlative advantage over it, which
is, that a man may travel through her various settlements again and again, and never have his
mind agitated, nor his feelings harassed, by the voice of misery, or the murmurs of discontent.

Another circumstance tends to make Europeans partial to Upper Canada. They find them-
selves of much more importance there than they would be at home ; for the circle of society is
so limited, and the number of respectable people in the Province so small, that almost every
person is able to obtain some notice and attention. There is likewise no aristocracy, and
consequently no man can assume a higher station in society than another, except upon the
score of superior intellect or greater wealth ; the latter of which is, of course, rather oftener
recognised as a ground of distinction than the former. A person of respectability at once finds
a place in the best company the Province affords ; and neither ambition, jealousy, nor envy, is
excited among individuals, there being nothing greater to aspire to. This state of things is
favourable to the existence of general harmony and good will, but rather hostile to the
cultivation and advancement of manners.

The man who resides in Upper Canada must, in a great measure, depend upon himself for
recreation and amusement ; the small portion of society which the Province affords being so
scattered, that the people who compose, it cannot meet together, and minister to each other’s
pleasures, so often as would be desirable. However, the forests and waters are at all times open
to those who enjoy the sports of the field. Hunting, of course, cannot be practised on account of
the woods ; but there is excellent partridge, duck, and snipe shooting, at different seasons of the
year ; and many of the streams abound with good fish of various kinds. Those who love
equestrian exercises, and take delight in rearing horses, will be able to indulge in these
amusements at comparatively little expense. It costs very little to keep a horse in Upper Canada
; and one may ride, work, or drive him in a gig, without having a tax-gatherer at his elbow
twice a-year, as is the case in Britain. The climate and soil of the western parts of the Province
are well adapted for the culture of flowers and fine fruits ; and he who loves gardening may
spend his leisure hours in a way very agreeable to himself and useful to the public, for the
Canadians have as yet paid very little attention to any of the branches of horticultural science.



During winter, the amusements I have just mentioned cannot be resorted to ; but then they
are less necessary, as the state of the roads permits a free communication between all parts of
the country, and as a social intercourse takes place among its inhabitants. When the snow
is on the ground, a great deal of visiting goes on, and balls, pic-nics, and card-parties, very
frequently occur. The Canadians, in general, partake largely of the sanguine temperament,
being lively, inclined to hospitality, and extremely fond of pleasure. The climate they live
under is indeed well adapted to excite constitutional gayety, the atmosphere of Upper Canada
seldom being overcast by those depressing and dreary mists that often prevail for days
together in Great Britain. Some of the Canadian ladies are extremely pretty ; but their chief
attractions lie in the naivetè of their manners, and in their beautifully dark and sparkling eyes.
They lose their teeth and good looks eight or ten years sooner than the females of Europe ;
but I am unable to account for this early constitutional failure.

To conclude, I would say, that the man who is fond of a country life, who loves to be
exempt from the restrictions imposed by fashion and ceremony, and whose wishes seldom
stray beyond the limits of his home and domestic circle, might live very comfortably and very
happily in Upper Canada ; and when I say this, I also include people of education and small
independent income, who, whatever be their inclinations, cannot possibly afford to indulge in
the luxuries and pleasures of a town life. To such the Province cannot fail to be an agreeable
place of residence. For, since persons of small fortune cannot partake of the recreations, or
mingle in the society, which a large city affords, they will lose nothing by removing to Upper
Canada, and their incomes will be much augmented by such a change of
residence. There, they will not find themselves thrown in the shade by the false pretensions of
persons of superior rank, nor see the avenues to distinction closed, and their ambitious efforts
defeated, by the influence of a presuming aristocracy. I strongly suspect that all persons of
taste, feeling, and judgment, mentally acknowledge the justness of the principle contained in
those words which Milton has put in the mouth of the fallen archangel,

“ Better to reign in hell than serve in heaven ;”

and, consequently, one thing that must render Upper Canada an agreeable place of residence
to people of a certain class and of certain ideas is, that no person there can, upon any just
ground, “ lord it over” another, or claim precedence upon the plea of rank or extrinsic dignity.
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