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Rahan Mummers from Co Offaly were the major winners at this year’s Mummers Festival when they scooped
the senior title on Saturday night and followed this up by taking the junior title on Sunday afternoon. This
popular group are no strangers to success, having been prize winners in previous years.

The Leisure Centre in New Inn was thronged on Saturday night for the senior event, and the presence of the
BBC2 Culture Programme crew added to the excitement and atmosphere. The victorious Rahan Group produced
a highly polished and entertaining show, and shaded the verdict over the “Rambling Mummers” with the local
Dunkellin Mummers taking third prize.

This year’s “Best Musician” award went to Sacara Furey of Lackagh, while the “Best Dancer” award
went to Rachel Keaney of the Dunkellin Mummers. Niall Byrne of Rahan took the award for “Best
Flute Player” while the “Best Singer” award went to Shauna McGarrigle from Rahan for the second
year in a row.

Pat Ward from the Ballymacward Mummers was again the “Best Storyteller” at the festival, having also been
victorious last year. It is expected that Pat will feature in the BBC 2 Culture Programme to be transmitted on
Saturday night 26 January.

A big talking point at the festival was the performance of young Grainne Smyth from New Inn, who took the
“The Most Outstanding Entertainer” award in both the senior and junior competitions. The range of instruments
she played, and her ability to sing and dance, showed what a truly remarkable talent she is, and her selection
was universally popular. She starred with the “Rambling Mummers” in the senior competition and with the
“Half-Door” Mummers in the junior section.

There was a fantastic crowd again on Sunday afternoon for the staging of the junior competition, and the young
performers treated patrons to a feast of fantastic entertainment.

The Adjudicators deliberated long and hard before they declared Rahan the winners for 2008, with Kilnadeema
filling the runner-up spot, and Lackagh taking 3rd prize. This was a fantastic competition and there was very
little separating the five groups that participated.

The “Best Junior Musician” award went to Cathal Guinan of Rahan, while Ciana McGarrigle also of Rahan took
the “Best Dancer” award. Kilnadeema won the “Best Flute Player” award with Sheena Whelan while Deirdre
Brennan of Lackagh scooped the “Best Singer” award. A great young storyteller, Keith Fahy from Lackagh took
the award for the third year in a row.

Closing Festival 2008, the Chairman Michael Mullins thanked the loyal patrons for their tremendous support
over the past three decades and he welcomed the many people who were there for the first time. He said that the
festival was getting more popular because of the quality of the entertainment on offer, and he paid tribute to
everyone who took to the stage over the weekend. He had particular praise for all the junior competitors, and
complimented their coaches and mentors for their dedication and commitment. The chairman said that they
were honoured that the BBC had shown such an interest in the festival, and the fact that Author Conn Iggulden
(whose great-grandfather was a Seanchai) told a story on stage with the Ballymacward Mummers really added
to he festival. He hoped that on a future occasion, our own TV networks will cover the event.

He then went on to thank the very many people who helped to make the festival such a success – the local
media, both print and radio, for their great coverage of the festival. He thanked the local Clergy for publishing
the event in Parish newsletters.



He complimented the festival committee, the community council and support teams who make it all happen. He
singled out for special mention the fantastic ladies committee who catered for competitors and patrons, and who
looked after the shop.

He also thanked Joe, Martina and Keith Cunniffee for providing a most professional sound and lighting system
for the festival.

Michael Mullins had a special word of thanks and appreciation for the Festival Secretary Michael Finnerty who
did a fantastic job again this year in securing such a large number of groups for the festival, and for the other
work he does to ensure the success of the event.

He then paid tribute to the festival adjudicators, Pat and Eileen Murray from Oranmore for taking on this tough
assignment and for their great professionalism and fairness.

Pat Murray speaking on behalf of the Adjudicators said they were honoured to have been asked to adjudicate the
30th festival and he complimented the committee on keeping this event going for so long. He paid tribute to all
the performers at the festival and he went on to give some good advice for future reference.

Chairman Michael Mullins thanked the sponsors for their support and commitment to the festival and said that
without them it would not be possible to stage the event. This year’s sponsors were:

• Peter J Donohue Ltd, New Inn, Sean O’Rourke, New York, Garvey Farm Buildings, New Inn,
• Russell Brennan Keane, Athlone, Supermac’s Family Restaurants, Tearmann Bhride Nursing
Home, Brideswell

• East Fix Rubber Products, Ballinasloe, Arrabawn Co-Op, Kilconnell, Bank of Ireland, Ballinasloe,
• Allied Irish Bank, Ballinasloe, Our Lady of Lourdes Credit Union, Ballinasloe,
• Carlton Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe, Michael F Dolan & Co, Loughrea, Ollie Colohan Hardware,
Ballinasloe

• Joe McGrath Construction, Bullaun, Property Partners McCullagh, Ballinasloe, Barrett’s Hardware,
Ballinasloe

• T&N Betting, Loughrea and Gort, DNG Pat Finn Auctioneering, Ballinasloe,
• Vincent Cannon Sand & Gravel, Loughrea, Tri-Tec Alarms – James Ward, New Inn,
• Michael Regan Auctioneering, Loughrea.

Speaking on behalf of the sponsors, Sean O’Rourke from New York said that the atmosphere on Saturday night
was like what you would experience in Carnegie Hall, and he was honoured to be associated with such a
wonderful event. He urged the committee and the groups to keep up the good work in protecting and promoting
a wonderful culture and tradition.

Michael Mullins in bringing the 30th Mummers festival to a close thanked everyone who made this year’s event
really special. He urged areas of the county that have not yet participated at the festival to consider entering a
group next year, and he wished all patrons and supporters of the festival a healthy and successful 2008.

Michael Mullins - Tel. 0872607405



Results from Galway Mummers Festival
2008

Groups (Junior Competition)

Winners: Rahan – Co Offaly

Runners-up: Kilnadeema

3rd Prize: Lackagh

Best Musician: Cathal Guinan – Rahan, Co Offaly

Best Dancer: Ciana Mc Garrigle – Rahan, Co Offaly

Best Flute Player: Sheena Whelan – Kilnadeema

Best Singer: Deidre Brennan – Lackagh

Best Storyteller: Keith Fahy – Lackagh

Most Outstanding Young Entertainer: Grainne Smyth – Half-Door Mummers

Best Individual Awards:

Sarah Curley Lackagh Mummers
Shane Glynn Half-Door Mummers
Tomas Forde Kilnadeema Wrenboys
Michael Mc Garrigle Rahan Mummers
Gerard Forde Kilnadeema Mummers



Results from Galway Mummers Festival
2008

Groups (Senior)

Winners: Rahan Mummers – Co Offaly

2nd Place: The Rambling Mummers

3rd Place: The Dunkellin Mummers

Best Musician: Sacara Furey – Lackagh Mummers

Best Dancer: Rachel Keaney – Dunkellin Mummers

Best Flute Player: Niall Byrne – Rahan Mummers

Best Singer: Shauna Mc Garrigle – Rahan Mummers

Best Storyteller: Pat Ward – Ballymacward Mummers

Most Outstanding Entertainer: Grainne Smyth – Rambling Mummers

Best Individual Awards:

Aine Fitzgerald Lackagh Mummers
P.J. O’Reilly Dunkellin Mummers
Veronica Barrett Ballymacward Mummers
Mary Mc Mahon Rambling Mummers
Breege Gibbons Cleamairi Locha Riach
Joe Monaghan Rahan Mummers


