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•

It is the land that freemen till.
— TENNYSON.

This free land, of which the poet Tennyson has written with pride, is our home. It consists
of two large islands off the west coast of Europe.

They were called the British Isles by a Greek writer more than two thousand years ago,
and that has been their name ever since. The Romans, in the Latin tongue, called the larger of
them Britannia, and the smaller Hibernia. To-day, in English, we speak of them as Great
Britain and Ireland. But we often call the whole British Isles merely Britain, because one
word is more convenient than two or three.

On the globe you will see the British Isles as two little specks beside the vast land which is
known as the Old World. This land consists of three parts, Europe, Asia, and Africa. It spreads
for six thousand miles eastward of Britain to the end of Asia, and for six thousand miles
nearly southward of Britain to the end of Africa.

We who live in the British Isles often refer to the mainland simply as “ The Continent.” It
is nearly three hundred times as large as our islands. Yet these islands are the home of one of
the strongest nations, and colonists have gone out from them who to-day form sister nations
in America, Australia, and South Africa.

Let us try to find out how so small a country can be the home of so great a people.
Remember that it is not only size that tells, and that some of the cleverest and best men are
often small men. In the same way these islands, though small as compared with the
Continent, are in many things very fortunate.

They have a climate which in most years is not too hot in the summer or too cold in the
winter, so that men are able to work hard all the year round.

Buried in their rocks are great stores of coal and iron, so that Britain has grown rich by
manufactures. But the most fortunate thing of all is the fact that they are islands, and that the
sea around them divides them from the Continent.

For many centuries no army has been able to cross the sea and to conquer Britain, though
a hundred years ago the French Emperor Napoleon assembled a great army at Boulogne, a
place in France from which you can see Britain across the water. But Admiral Nelson
defeated the French Fleet at Trafalgar, and no one has since attempted to invade us. Therefore
we have had the great



Look again at the globe, and you will see that the British Isles are divided from the
Continent on the east and on the south by water which is not very broad. This water is often
spoken of as the Narrow Seas.

On the other hand, to north and to west there spreads out the vast Atlantic Ocean. A ship
can leave Britain, and steaming over the water of the Atlantic, can go southward for several
thousand miles. Turning round the Cape of Good Hope, at the end of Africa, it can steam on
eastward for several thousand miles more to the great island of Australia. Then, keeping
always eastward for yet more thousands of miles, it can pass round Cape Horn at the end of
South America, and so come again into the Atlantic Ocean. Steaming northward through this
ocean it returns once more to Britain, having made a voyage round the world.

Therefore the ocean whose waves beat upon the shores of Britain is the great high road
upon which the ships come and go, carrying our trade to all the shores of the world.

It is clear, then, that our island home is fortunate in at least four different ways. It has a
climate in which we can be strong and active ; it has great wealth of iron and coal ; it is pro-
tected by the sea, so that we have peace and freedom at home ; and it is surrounded by the
ocean, upon which we can go out into all the world to do commerce and to found colonies.

•

The Ancient Volcanoes of Britain

We have all heard of the wonderful mountains called volcanoes. There are many of them in
the distant parts of the earth, but fortunately for us none in the British Isles.

At the top of a volcano there is a great pit which is called the crater. In the bottom of the
crater there is a hole, which goes down through the centre of the mountain far into the rocks
beneath ; no one knows quite how far. We do know, however, that it goes down into depths of
the earth which are very hot, because melted rock, shining like fire, wells up at times into the
crater.

This liquid rock is called lava. Great jets of steam rise from its surface and hang like a
storm cloud over the summit of the mountain. There are constant flashes of lightning, and at
night the clouds reflect magnificently the glare from the crater below. Sometimes the lava
boils over, and a great river of it flows down the side of the mountain, and over the neigh-
bouring country, destroying everything which lies in its path.

Men have often described volcanoes as burning mountains, but this is wrong, because the
clouds are of steam and not of smoke, as they would be if the mountain were on fire.

In past ages of the world there were volcanic eruptions on a grander scale than in the
present day. Great cracks opened in the ground, and the lava poured out of them. It was so hot
and so liquid that it did not pile up into a heap with a crater at the top, like the volcanic
mountains of the present time, but drowned the whole country as though under a flood,
gradually the flood cooled and became a sheet of solid rock, covering the old surface of the
land, filling the valleys, and in places driving out the sea.



You know that a piece of solid ice may be made by chilling water, and that it has a flat top,
whatever the shape of the vessel in which it is contained. In the same way, by cooling liquid
rock a hard mass would be formed with a level plain on its surface.

Now, although there are no volcanoes in the British Isles to-day, there is one part in which,
before men came to live here, cracks of the kind just described opened in the rocks, and lava
welled up and hardened in vast sheets several thousand feet deep and many miles wide. This
district of Britain extends along the west side of Scotland and into the North of Ireland.

The lava must have filled the Minch which, as you will remember, is the sea-channel
between the Outer Hebrides and the northern Highlands. Thence it must have spread south-
ward at least as far as Lough Neagh.

As you may see there, Lough Neagh lies almost due south of the Minch. If you want to
learn how vast was the region covered by the liquid rock, you should measure on the map the
distance from the Minch to Lough Neagh.

All this, however, happened long ages ago, and since then the fierce winds of the Atlantic
have driven the storm weaves for many thousands of years against the edge of the lava rocks.
Their upper surface has been splintered by the winter frosts, and the rains have fed torrents,
which have carried the rock fragments down into the sea. There they have settled on to the
bottom of the ocean.

So it has come about that to-day the beds of lava, which were once piled up to so great a
height and over so wide a space, have been reduced to mere fragments. Most of these frag-
ments are now islands.

Look at your map again, and find on the west coast of Scotland the islands of Skye and
Mull, which are the largest of the Inner Hebrides. The whole of the island of Mull, and nearly
the whole of the island of Skye are made of dark layers of heavy lava rock, of the kind which
is called basalt.

The highest mountain of Mull is Ben More. This is, of course, a Gaelic name, like
Glenmore and Strathmore, and it means “ the great mountain.” Ben More is over three
thousand feet high, or as high as the highest points in the Lake District of England. Yet it is
merely a vast pyramid of basalt, the beds lying one upon another like the courses of brick or
stone in a wall. The pyramids of Egypt are of like shape, but of course they are smaller and
were built by men.

The piece of basalt at the very top of Ben More is the last remnant of a great sheet of rock,
which once extended like a level pavement for miles and miles in every direction. You must
try to picture to yourself a solid plain of rock, above the present rolling sea, at a height of
three thousand feet, or more than half a mile. And then try to think how the wind, and the
rain, and the frost, and the waves have gradually pulled most of it down, so that there is left
only a pointed heap. But the heap is so large that it is the mountain Ben More in the island of
Mull.



•

Staffa and The Giants Causeway

We must not yet leave the Western Islands of Scotland, for there is more to learn of their
beauty and of their wonderful story.

On the south side of the island of Skye, you will find running into the land a firth which is
called Loch Coruisk. The word loch is used in western Scotland not only for a fresh water
lake, but also for a narrow arm of the sea.

The view in Loch Coruisk is perhaps the most sublime in all Britain, and in bad weather
the sternest. The Coolin group of mountains towers from the shore into jagged peaks more
than three thousand feet in height. In other parts of Scotland there are higher mountains, but
they generally rise from ground which is itself some height above sea level. The Coolins rise
sheer from the water’s edge.

Owing to the dampness of the Atlantic air their steep slopes are dark with moss and
lichens. Hundreds of thin, silvery cascades leap down their sides and occasionally gleam in
the sunshine.

The Coolins have an aspect very different from the level lines of the basaltic rock of Ben
More in Mull. The volcanic rocks of which they are formed are of another kind, and are
placed not in level layers, but on end, like knife-edges upstanding. The reason is that
precisely over the spot where the Coolin Hills now rise, was once the crater of a great volcano
; for you must learn that after the floods of lava had cooled to solid plains, which were
overgrown with vegetation, volcanoes of the ordinary mountain kind were here and there
piled upon them. In the south of Skye, and in three or four other places along the west of
Scotland, such mountains may have reached an elevation of ten thousand feet, or more than
twice the height of the highest mountain now in Britain.

Long ages passed, and the activity of these volcanic mountains died down. The last of the
liquid lava standing in the wide hole which came up into the bottom of the crater, cooled very
slowly and became intensely hard. Then the frost and the rain and the wind got to work, and
through long ages gradually pulled down the heap of lava which formed the mountain. So it
happened that the core of intensely hard rock in the middle of the mountain was at last laid
bare. And such a core, splintered by the weather into rocky spires, to-day forms the Coolin
Mountains of Skye. Is it not wonderful to think that their topmost peaks were once liquid
rock in a hole pierced through the ground ?

This marvellous history has gradually been learned on the spot by most careful exam-
ination of the rocks, carried out by scientific men known as geologists. It is their business to
study the rocks of the earth, and to find out how they were piled up and how they have been
pulled down. If you look at a house, and see the bricks and the mortar of which it is made,
you can picture to yourself the busy work of the builders. So the geologist examining the
rocks of the earth, is able to picture the way in which they were built up and afterwards
sculptured into beautiful scenery.

We have not even yet finished telling of the natural curiosities to be seen by the traveller in
western Scotland and in north-eastern Ireland.



When mud dries in the sun along the edge of a shrinking pond, or along the banks of a
river when the tide is out, it cracks in all directions. The cracks cross one another, so that the
mud is divided into a number of slabs of irregular outline.

Now if you think of it, each of these slabs must be the top of a column of mud, because the
cracks run downward into the mud. The whole mass, therefore, of the mud must consist of a
large number of columns placed side by side. You could push the blade of a pocket knife into
the cracks between them.

When the hot liquid lava cooled, it shrank and cracked, exactly as mud does when it dries
in the heat of the sun. But the lava was so perfectly liquid, and so evenly mixed, that the
cracks, instead of being irregular like those of mud, ran through it in straight lines, and
divided it into nearly regular columns, each with six sides. Where the basalt has been broken
away by the waves and cut back into cliffs, you may often see these columns standing side by
side, and tier above tier, over all the face of the cliffs.

There are two very celebrated places to which tourists go in great numbers to see this
wonderful natural architecture.

In the north-east of Ireland there is a spot on the coast, in the county of Antrim, which is
called the Giants’ Causeway. The word Causeway means a pavement raised a little above the
ground so as to give a dry path. In the Giants’ Causeway the tops of the basaltic columns
form such a pavement beside the sea. Because the whole scene is on the grandest scale, and
the people of Ireland have many stories of ancient giants, therefore this spot has been called
the Giants’ Causeway.

Even more wonderful is the islet of Staff a, which rises out of the sea just to the west of
Mull. The waves have broken great caverns into its columnarbasaltic cliffs. Most famous of
these is the Cave of Fingal, which can only be reached in a boat. It is walled on each side by
columns supporting a ceiling of rock. It is over a hundred and twenty yards long. Above, in
twilight gloom, it is like a great temple built by hands, but at high tide it is floored with water,
through which the echoing breakers surge to the very head.

The Gaelic name for the spot means the Cave of Music, because the roar of the ocean surf,
driving into the cavern, resounds with the changing tones of a great organ.

Now we will cross over to Ireland. We will ask for a book of Railway Time-tables, in
order to find out a good train from Glasgow to Belfast, or from London to Dublin, and let us
note on the map which of the sea-passages we take.

•

Ireland and Scotland

Ireland and Scotland are in some ways very like, and in other ways very unlike. Let us
examine them upon the maps, and see how they resemble one another and how they differ.

The first thing, of course, which strikes you is that Ireland is a separate island, but that
Scotland is a peninsula attached to England by an isthmus. This difference between the two
countries is important, because you can travel by railway from England to Scotland, whereas
the sea must always be crossed in going to Ireland, unless some day a tunnel should be made



under the North Channel between Scotland and Ireland. You will remember that the North
Channel is the narrowest part of the sea separating Ireland from Great Britain.

Let us next compare the two countries in respect of size. Examine the scales of the two
maps carefully by measuring them with a piece of paper. If you find that a hundred miles of
country is shown by the same length of paper on both maps, then you may measure the length
of Scotland against that of Ireland. But if the scales are not alike, then you must measure out
each country according to the scale of its own map.

We shall find that Scotland is longer than Ireland, but we must bear in mind that Ireland is
more rounded and compact in outline, for the sea sends firths and lochs far into the midst of
Scotland. Although it is the longer, Scotland contains a little less land than Ireland. For
practical purposes, however, we may think of them as alike in size.

Now let us compare them in respect of height. First we notice the numbers on the two
maps which give the heights in feet of the highest mountains. In Scotland these are a little
more than 4,000 feet, whereas in Ireland they are a little less than 4,000 feet. Although the
highest points of Scotland are thus a little higher than those of Ireland, yet the difference is
not very great, and we may speak of both countries as mountainous.

But it is not enough merely to consider the highest points. A country may be generally
low, and yet may contain a few very high mountains. Look at the map of Scotland. About
half of it is printed brown, and this means, as you learn by looking at the index in the corner
of the map, that it is half covered with ground more than 600 feet above the sea level. In other
words, Scotland is generally a high country, with lowlands only in the centre and along some
parts of the coast.

The map of Ireland, on the other hand shows that most of that country is lower than 600
feet, and only here and there do we see patches of higher ground.

If the sea were to rise 600 feet above its present level, it would everywhere flood the low-
lands, and only the higher grounds would rise as islands above its surface. The Northern
Highlands and the Grampian Highlands of Scotland would each be a fairly large island.
Between them there would flow a long narrow strait, where is now Glen More. South of the
Grampian Island would be a broad channel, with some small hilly islands, where is now the
populous central lowland of Scotland.

South of this again would be a chain of three large islands. The first would consist of the
Southern Scottish Uplands and the Cheviots. The second would consist of the North Pennine
Moors and the Lake Mountains, because these two are joined, as we saw, by Shap Fell, which
is more than 600 feet high. The third would be the South Pennine Moorland ending in the
Peak of Derbyshire. These three islands would be divided by narrow straits, where are the
Tyne and the Aire Gaps.

Now turn to Ireland on the same map. You will see that, if flooded to a depth of 600 feet,
Ireland would not be reduced to a few large islands, but would become a scattered group
of small islands. In other words, it is in the main a low-lying country, but is studded with
mountains, which rise steeply into peaks nearly as high as the broad rolling moors of Scot-
land.



Let us next consider how the population is settled in the two lands. We saw that in Scot-
land nine-tenths of the people were gathered into the small central lowland, and for two
reasons. In the first place, neither the Southern Uplands nor the Highlands are well fitted for
agriculture, for they are too bleak and sterile. In the second place, they do not contain the
coalfields, and therefore lack the large industries of the centre.

In Ireland, on the other hand, the broad lowlands give opportunities for farming in most
parts, so that the population is scattered evenly over the whole country. The map shows that
there are only a few coalfields, and these do not produce the best coal. Therefore, except at
the seaports, where coal is imported by ships from Great Britain, the Irish manufacture little,
and as a consequence have few large towns.

There are rather fewer people in Ireland than in Scotland, but the difference is not great,
and you may think of each country as having between four and five million people. But
Glasgow, the largest town in Scotland, is two or three times as large as Belfast, the largest
town in Ireland ; and Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, is larger than Dublin, the capital of
Ireland. Most of the Irish are farmers and labourers in the country.

We may add one other likeness between Ireland and Scotland. In both countries two
languages are spoken. In all the east of Ireland, and in all the south and east of Scotland, the
mother tongue of the people is English, but in the north-west of Scotland and in the west of
Ireland it is Celtic.

The Celtic language spoken in Scotland is nearly, but not quite, the same as that spoken in
Ireland. For instance, the word for lake is “ loch” in Scotland and “ lough” in Ireland. You
write Loch Lomond, but Lough Neagh. Most of the people, however, in both countries
speak English. Even those whose mother tongue is Celtic can now for the most part speak
English as a second language.

Let us sum up the points in which Ireland and Scotland are alike, and those in which they
differ.

1. The two countries are of nearly the same size, but one is an island of rounded outline,
and the other a peninsula of jagged outline. Scotland is therefore much better fitted for
commerce, because ships can go far inland, and railway trains can enter from England. On the
other hand, it has been very costly to make railways in the Highlands.

2. Scotland is a high country with only small lowlands, but these lowlands are good for
agriculture, and also contain coal. Ireland, on the other hand, is a low country in general,
although it has high mountains in parts. As a whole it is better fitted for agriculture than is
Scotland, but it lacks coal. Therefore, although the populations of the two countries are nearly
equal, the Scottish population is chiefly gathered into a small part of Scotland, while the Irish
people are scattered nearly equally over all Ireland.

3. Although Ireland and Scotland each have Celtic-speaking people along the Atlantic
coast, yet in both lands those parts which are nearest to England contain an English-speaking
population



•

The Longest of British Rivers

On the map of Ireland find the position of Dublin. For about fifty miles north-ward of
Dublin, the coast is low, for the land is coloured green on the map. You will note that the
green extends unbrokenly westward, very nearly to the Atlantic. Along the western shore,
however, some strips of brown indicate a rocky barrier. High mountains there separate the
low-land from the waves of the ocean.

It would be well to measure upon the map the length and breadth of this Central Plain of
Ireland. Eastward, as we have just seen, it ends on the coast, but northward, westward, and
southward at the foot of the mountains. Among the northern and southern mountains are
many smaller strips of plain.

The Shannon, the longest river in the British Islands, flows from north to south completely
across the central plain. It rises in the northern mountains, but enters the sea through an open-
ing in the southern mountains. At this opening, at Castle Connell, the mountains rise to right
and left of the river, and there is a rocky impediment in its bed, over which the water bounds
in a cascade known as the Leap of Doonas. The Falls of the Shannon are not high, but they
are impressive, because of the great volume of water which comes over them.

The course of the Shannon is divided into two parts by the Falls. Above, the river glides
very slowly through the plain, and spreads out into a series of large lakes, in which are
beautiful wooded islands.

These lakes are very different from the lakes of Scotland and of the north of England, for
they have low banks. They are merely flooded portions of the plain, whereas the lakes of
Scotland and of the north of England lie in valley bottoms between high mountains. As the
map will show you, a great part of the course of the Shannon through the plain is, in fact, a
chain of lakes, and it is not in all parts easy to find a place for a bridge.

The chief bridge is at Athlone, almost exactly in the centre of Ireland. Here there is a great
cattle market, and the cattle are shipped down the Shannon, being taken past the Falls by a
canal.

Below the Falls, the Shannon forms a magnificent estuary, more than sixty miles long, at
the head of which is the seaport of Limerick. Most of the trade, however, of Ireland is done
with Great Britain, so that it is unfortunate that the mouth of the Shannon turns westward and
not eastward, because ships from Limerick have to go completely round the south of Ireland
on their way to England.

Ireland is divided not only into counties, like England and Scotland, but also into four
provinces, which were once independent kingdoms.

Two of these provinces, Leinster and Connaught, are separated by the Shannon where it
flows southward through the central plain. The chain of lakes must once have formed a very
useful barrier between the two kingdoms, which were often hostile.

Connaught, contains the part of the Irish plain which lies west of the Shannon, and also the
rim of mountains along the Atlantic coast.



Leinster contains the part of the plain which lies east of the Shannon, and also the group of
the Wicklow Mountains, which adjoin the east coast immediately south of Dublin.

To the north of Leinster and Connaught, filling the rounded projection towards Scotland,
is the province of Ulster, while the province of Munster occupies the south of Ireland. County
Clare, which is the point of land to north of the Shannon estuary, belongs, however, to
Munster and not to Connaught. This at first seems curious, but if you reflect that the people of
Clare can easily go in boats to Limerick across the Shannon, you will see that it is not
unnatural that County Clare should belong to the same province as Limerick. In the days of
our great-great-grandfathers, people in Ireland travelled more easily by water than by land,
because the roads were very bad.

•

The Emerald Isle
Ireland is often described as the Emerald Isle. The emerald is a very beautiful precious

stone which is green, and Ireland is compared to the emerald because green is its general
colour.

In Scotland and the north of England, as we have seen, there are great moors of purple
heather. In other parts of England the ploughed fields are at one season naked, and at another
golden with the harvest ; but Ireland is almost from end to end, and at all seasons, a land of
green grass and moss. This is caused by its moist climate, for Ireland is surrounded on the
north, west, and south by the broad waters of the Atlantic Ocean.

If the wind in this part of the world blew mostly from the east, then the oceanic position of
Ireland would not much matter, for the wind would come to it chiefly from the continent of
Europe. It would bring dry air off the great land, and there would not be very much rain.

But, fortunately, on more days of the year than not the wind in our country blows from the
north-west, the west, or the south-west. Therefore it brings to Ireland great supplies of moist
air from the ocean. As this air drives against the high Irish mountains it forms clouds, and the
clouds throw down much rain, and the green grass grows.

There is another way also in which the neighbourhood of the Atlantic Ocean influences the
climate of Ireland. To understand how this happens you should make an experiment.

Take a piece of stone and tie it to the end of a string, and then hold it by the string for
some time in a cup of hot water, until the stone and the water are at the same heat. Now lift
the stone out, and let it stand beside the cup of hot water on a table. The stone will grow cold
much quicker than the water.

If now the water and the stone be put side by side for a few moments in the oven or on the
hob, and then be replaced on the table, the stone will be found much hotter than the water.

The lesson you learn from these experiments is that the land, which is made of stone and
earth, gets hot and grows cold quicker than the sea. I think it will be clear to you that if the
wind came most often from the east, and blew therefore chiefly from the land, it would be a
very hot wind in the summer and a very cold wind in the winter.



In Ireland, however, the wind comes chiefly from the west, from the ocean, and brings on
to the land the temperature of the water. Therefore in the Irish summer, although the air is
warm, it is not very warm, because the sea does not then become so hot as the land. Likewise
in the winter, although the wind is cool, yet it is not very cool, because the water from which
it blows cools only slowly, and therefore in the winter time it still keeps much of the heat of
the previous summer.

For these reasons we say that Ireland has an oceanic climate. At all times of the year it is
moist, and the heat of the summer and the cold of the winter are not excessive. Thus it is that
in Ireland there is not nearly as much snow as in England, and the grass remains green and
good for the food of cattle through most of the winter, especially in the west of Ireland. But,
on the other hand, Ireland does not grow much wheat, partly because there is too much rain in
the summer, and partly because the summer is not hot enough to ripen the wheat.

The wealth of Ireland consists chiefly of horses and cattle and pigs, and the crops are
mostly hay and potatoes and oats. There are nearly as many cattle in Ireland as there are in all
Great Britain, although Great Britain is nearly three times as large as Ireland. But the sheep of
Great Britain are much more numerous than those of Ireland, for they live on the short
mountain grass of the broad uplands, whereas the rich lowland meadows of Ireland are fitter
for cattle.

One result of the agricultural character of Ireland is that it trades chiefly with Great
Britain, and not with foreign lands across the ocean. Close at hand there is a good market for
Irish produce. The great manufacturing towns of England and Scotland require large supplies
of food. Now food is just what Ireland produces most. It sends to the sister island butter and
bacon and cattle ; it also sends much hay to be eaten by the horses in England.

If you think all this over, it will not surprise you to find that the largest places in Ireland
are not in the interior, but are seaports. There are only six of them which are larger than little
market towns. Arranged in order of size these are Belfast, Dublin, Cork, Londonderry,
Waterford, and Limerick.

You will notice at once that five out of these six are on the coast opposite to England and
Scotland. Only one is on the west coast, and that is the smallest of the six. It would not be
there, but that the great river Shannon flows to the west. Yet all the way along the west coast
of Ireland there is abundance of harbours. Indeed, many of the finest harbours in the British
Isles are placed side by side between the rocky headlands along this coast.

One group of these harbours, with their separating promontories, appears on the map as a
remarkable fringe, like the fringe of a shawl, at the south-west corner of Ireland. The steamers
fromAmerica pass daily within sight of Cape Clear, the southern point of Ireland, and yet
these harbours are not used for commerce, because around them there are no coal-fields and
factories, as there are round the Clyde in Scotland and the Mersey in England. There are not
even fertile meadows as there are in the central plain near Dublin, for these splendid harbours,
whose length you might measure, are surrounded by the highest mount-ains in Ireland, which
are very beautiful, but produce little food and support only a small population.

The western mountains of Ireland are clothed over with bog-moss, and only in steep places
does the naked rock show through. This is, of course, a result of the constant moisture of the
air.



But moss is abundant also in the Central Plain where it grows along the borders of the
lakes, and indeed has often filled them with peat, which is merely dead moss heaped layer
upon layer and turned brown.

The surface of the great peat-bogs is green in the springtime, with young moss on the top,
but it is very treacherous, and liable to engulf men or animals which venture upon it. The peat
is cut and dried for use as fuel. In most Irish houses there are peat fires, not coal fires.

•

A Journey Through Ireland

Now that we have learned something about Ireland, let us bring our foreign friend from
Scotland and show him the country. I think we last saw him at Stirling. Let us follow care-
fully upon the map his journey through Ireland. Naturally he will cross by steamer to that
corner of the country which is nearest to Scotland.
Belfast will be the first large place to which he will come. It lies at the head of Belfast

Lough, an estuary of the sea ; for the Irish, like the Scotch, apply the word lough to arms of
the sea, as well as to fresh water lakes,

Belfast is one of the busiest cities in the whole United Kingdom, and is larger even than
Dublin. In many ways it is more Scotch than Irish, for many Scotch people have in past times
settled in this corner of Ulster.

The trade by which Belfast, and several places around, first grew rich was the manufacture
of linen. The flax plant, from the fibre of which linen is made, is grown in this part of Ireland,
and nowhere else in the British Isles. But the Irish factories require much more flax than is
raised in Ireland, and raw flax is therefore imported to Belfast in large quantity.

In recent times, however, shipbuilding has become almost more remarkable at Belfast than
the manufacture of linen. This is curious, because all the steel and coal have to be brought
across the water from Scotland and England. In part it is due to the skill and enterprise of a
few men, but in part also to the fact that women and girls are chiefly employed in making
linen, and that the men of their families are therefore free for other work.

From Belfast we can go to Londonderry either by rail or by steamer. If we go by rail we
shall pass Lough Neagh, the largest lake in the British Isles. It is only a very little smaller
than the English county of Rutland, and is larger than the county of London. This you can see
for yourself by drawing the outlines of Lough Neagh, and the counties of Rutland and
London, on the same sheet of paper. Of course you must take care that you draw them all on
the same scale. There are storms which are dangerous for boats on the broad waters of Lough
Neagh.

If we go from Belfast to Londonderry by sea, we shall pass round a very interesting coast
with splendid cliffs. As we turn Fair Head we shall come in sight of the columnar basaltic
rocks of the Giants’ Causeway, which we have already described along with Fingal’s Cave in
Staffa.

Londonderry is a smaller town than Belfast, but inhabited by the same Scotch-Irish
people, and engaged in the same linen manufactures. Its old name was Derry simply. It took



the name of Londonderry because the citizens of London obtained much land in this district
in the time of the Stuart Kings.

Beyond Londonderry is County Donegal, and here we leave the rich manufacturing port-
ion of Ulster and enter one of the wildest parts of Ireland. Donegal is filled with a series of
mountain ridges which are bare of trees, and often clothed only with bog. The mountains of
Donegal stand out south-westward into some of the most magnificent cliffs in the world,
towering two thousand feet above the ocean below.

Returning now to Belfast, we start southward along the east coast, passing in the first
place the Mourne Mountains, a striking group in the south of County Down, visible from the
Isle of Man. Then we come to the central plain, and here near Drogheda we cross the river
Boyne, where William III, marching from the North of Ireland, defeated James II, who had
come from Dublin.

The capital of Ireland, Dublin, stands at the mouth of the river Liffey, just where the
mountains of Wicklow sink into the central plain.
Dublin owes importance to the fact that the roads, canals, and railways radiate from it

northward, westward, and southward all over Ireland. Most of the manufactured articles
required by the Irish population are imported here from England, and distributed hence.
Being at the centre of the Irish roads and railways, and at the chief port of entry from
England, Dublin is also the most convenient place for the seat of government.

The portion of Ireland which lies south of a line drawn westward from Dublin through
Athlone to Galway, contains a great deal of beautiful country. Immediately south of Dublin
are the mountains of Wicklow, whose scenery is very like that of Wales on the opposite side
of the St. George’s Channel.

In the midst of Wicklow is the lovely valley of Glendalough, with a curious and very
ancient round tower. There are two little lakes also at Glendalough, into which St. Patrick is
said to have driven all the snakes of Ireland, so that they were drowned. This took place a
long time ago, and you need not believe it unless you like. But it is a fact that there are now
no snakes in Ireland, although, as you know, there are poisonous adders in many parts of
Great Britain.

At the south-eastern corner of Ireland we come to Waterford, placed where three rivers—
the Barrow, the Nore, and the Suir—gather to a single estuary, just as the Trent and the Ouse
join to make the Humber. Here, therefore, supplied by the traffic down these rivers, is the
considerable port of Waterford.

The rest of the south of Ireland presents a very interesting appearance. It is something like
a piece of ploughed field on a great scale, with the ridges and furrows running west and east.
The rivers Black water, Lee, and Bandon flow eastward side by side, their valleys being
straight like the ploughed furrows. Then each in turn makes a sudden bend southward, and,
passing through a gap in the mountain ridge, spreads out into an estuary which forms a useful
harbour. There are very beautiful woods in these valley bottoms.

The most important of the southern group of harbours is at Cork, the chief town of the
south of Ireland, but very much smaller than Belfast in the north, for in the main it is a sea-
port, exporting the produce of the surrounding country, and has but few manufactures.



In the harbour of Cork is an island on which stands Queenstown. Here the Atlantic
steamers make a short call on the voyage between Liverpool and New York.

Finally, west of Cork is the most beautiful district in Ireland. At the foot of the highest
peaks in the island, known by the extraordinary name of Macgillycuddy’s Reeks, are the
Lakes of Killarney, with wooded banks and islands and towering mountains, and here the
Atlantic mists hang round the heights with ever-changing effects of sunshine and cloud.
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