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“ There came to the beach a poor exile of Erin,
The dew on his thin robe was heavy and chill.”

CAMPBELL.

THE OBJECT of this Souvenir Number is to recall, on the occasion of the unveiling of the
national monument to the Irish dead on Grosse Isle, who perished in the terrible famine and
fever of 1847-48, the memories of one of the darkest, saddest and most trying episodes in the
histories of the long suffering Irish race and of Canada, and at the same time to enhance as
much as possible the national significance and eclat of the ceremony.

In issuing it, the QUEBEC DAILYTELEGRAPH, which was the first to propose and advocate
the erection of that monument as a national duty and which for almost twenty years has made
it a labor of love to work for the success of a project so legitimately dear to every true Irish
heart, as well as to many sympathizers of other nationalities, has the proud satisfaction to see
that labor at last rewarded and the crowning touch put to the great undertaking which it had
the honor to initiate so long ago. It did so in order to remove from the Irish name the reproach
of having so far forgotten the traditions of the race as to threaten to leave forever unmarked
by a fitting and enduring national memorial the last resting place of so many thousands of the
exiles and martyrs of the misrule of the unhappy Green Isle, who, during the awful famine
and pestilence years, had fled in terror and despair to this section of the NewWorld only to
find a hideous grave on a lonely island in the St. Lawrence. It felt that the national honor and
the national reputation for love and veneration for the memory of the heroic dead were
involved in the realization of a project that aimed at rescuing a spot of such historic and
hallowed importance from that neglect and decay which menaced it with the forgetfulness
and disrespect of later generations. To mark it, therefore, by some suitable and lasting
memento of the national sympathy and to keep it in proper and creditable order for the future
seemed an imperative duty, which the Irish race in America more especially would not be true
to themselves in longer overlooking, and the DAILYTELEGRAPH accordingly took up the cause
with ardor.

It was only natural that a Quebec paper should do this. Quebec was the port on the St.
Lawrence which was the haven of refuge that the Irish exiles of 1847 were first seeking and
which lies nearest to Grosse Isle. A large proportion of the DAILYTELEGRAPH’S readers and
friends were of Irish blood. Not a few of them had themselves passed through the fiery
ordeals of the cholera, famine and fever years or were the immediate descendants of those
who had done so. Quebec, moreover, from its situation, had been in closer contact than any
other centre with the terrible events and scenes that were enacted on the island during those
trying times. It was in constant communication with their reeking hotbed which was at its
very doors, and it was even itself afflicted with the awful scourges which were committing
such alarming havoc among the refugees from the famine and pestilence-stricken shores of
poor Erin. Indeed, not a few of its own citizens and others had sickened and died from the
contagion, which was brought into it by the good Samaritans, who nobly went to the physical
and spiritual aid of the immigrant sufferers on the island, by the overflow of patients from the
miserable shelters and so-called hospitals there, and by the seeming convalescents hurriedly



discharged from the island only to scatter the fatal seeds of the malady far and wide wherever
they went. Consequently, the remains of all the victims of 1847-48 do not rest in Grosse Isle.
Many of them found graves in Quebec, others in Montreal, and others again in Kingston,
Toronto, Ottawa and other places, where their names and tombs are to-day wholly or almost
entirely forgotten. But the ghastly hecatomb, which cries to Heaven for vengeance upon the
misrule that produced it, was at Grosse Isle. That was the great Irish charnel-house of 1847
and there the vast majority of the poor victims of the famine and pestilence closed their eyes
forever to the light of the sun. No other place was, therefore, more appropriate for a proper
and lasting national memento of so grim an episode in Irish and Canadian history.

Twenty years ago, however, the DAILYTELEGRAPH’S appeal on the subject was necessarily
made to the more or less local and limited auditory afforded by Quebec and its surroundings
and to the rapidly dwindling Irish element of its population, who, however sympathetic
otherwise, had neither sufficient means nor organization to carry the project to a successful
issue. The result was that nothing practical came of it at the time or from its revival on
various subsequent occasions.

It would serve no good or useful present purpose to relate in detail the varying phases of
the movement in favor of the erection of the proposed monument and the causes which com-
bined at different periods to delay it and even to so far imperil its success as to almost dis-
courage many of its warmest promoters and sympathizers, who included from its earliest
stages not only the DAILYTELEGRAPH and its many local Irish friends, but such prominent
men as Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Premier of the Dominion, Sir Charles Fitzpatrick, the present
Chief Justice and Administrator of the Government of Canada, Hon. John Costigan,
Dominion Senator, Sir Richard Scott, Canada’s former Secretary of State, Hon. M. F.
Hackett, ex-Provincial Secretary, and many other leading Irishmen and members of other
nationalities in Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and other parts of Canada and the
neighboring republic.

Suffice it to say that the question was confined to newspaper agitation until 1897, when
the fiftieth anniversary of the national calamity of 1847 occurred and when the Quebec
branch of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, then under the presidency of our worthy friend,
Mr. Patrick Kirwin, of the Quebec Legislature’s official staff, and the chaplaincy of Revd.
Father Maloney, C.SS.R., of St. Patrick’s church, Quebec, but now of St. John, N.B., had the
happy thought to commemorate it by a great religious and national pilgrimage to Grosse Isle
to pray for the dead and to honor their memory. This afforded an opportunity to a great multi-
tude, who had never before been on the ghastly scene, to see and note for themselves the
utterly neglected, nationally unhonored and wholly discreditable condition of the God’s acre
or ground in a secluded quarter of the island in which so many of their unfortunate kindred
were sleeping in hideous common pits the long sleep that knows no waking in this world. To
all the sight was extremely saddening, while to many it gave a shock of the most painful and
even tearful surprise, and, in the case of so generous, warm-hearted and kin-loving a people
as the Irish and one so famed for their affection and veneration for their martyred dead, the
result can be easily surmised. The feeling in favor of the proposed monument and the removal
of the national disgrace involved in the conditions at Grosse Isle at once became intense in
Quebec, until the local branch of the Ancient Order rightfully resolved to give the movement
greater cohesion and strength by taking up the question of the monument and endeavoring to
solve it as a national one.

And though it has taken twelve years more to bring about the happy solution so long
desired, none rejoices more than does the DAILYTELEGRAPH at the fact that, through the active
instrumentality of the Quebec branch of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and with the
patriotic co-operation of the supreme heads of the Order in the United States, as well as under



the influential auspices of the National Board of that great national organization as a whole,
the approaching 15th of August will witness, in the unveiling and dedication of a fitting
national memorial monument, together with the accompanying ceremonial and gathering, at
Grosse Isle, the performance of a great national duty and the glorious consummation of a
great national work which will not only reflect honor upon the Irish name in all America, but
bring consolation to the hearts of the many descendants of the poor exiles of 1847 so widely
scattered to-day throughout Canada and the United States

For most precious and welcome aid in the compilation of this Souvenir, the DAILY
TELEGRAPH is deeply and gratefully indebted to many sources, public and private, apart from
the personal reminiscences of the writer, who, in his early days, while the events of ’47 were
yet comparatively fresh in the local mind, had the advantage of knowing or coming into con-
tact with many persons now deceased, who had been leading actors in or eye-witnesses of
them. Directly from the lips of these, he heard much that left a most painful and lasting
impression upon him. But he has not depended wholly upon his own recollections. All the
known records, official and otherwise, bearing upon the dreadful calamity of 1847, have been
carefully examined, compared and drawn upon. These include the Canadian and Provincial
archives, the statutes and journals of the Imperial Parliament and of the Legislatures and
Parliaments of Canada and its different provinces before and since the Union, the Relations
des Jesuites, the newspaper press of the time in Ireland, England, the United States, Canada,
and especially in Quebec, O’Rourke’s History of the Irish Famine, Maguire’s History of the
Irish in America, Davin’s Irishman in Canada, McCarthy’s Irish Literature, Sullivan’s New
Ireland, Sir J. M. Lemoine’s Quebec Past and Present, Chronicles of the St. Lawrence and
other works, Bechard’s History of Crane Island and the surrounding islands, Douglas’ Old
France in the NewWorld, and La Revue Canadienne, together with such other well known
writers on Canadian and Irish history, genealogy, literature, etc., as Bibaud, Faillon, Ferland,
Laverdiere, Casgrain, Bouchette, Christie, Garneau, Sulte, Tanguay, Tache, Bender, Mrs.
Sadlier, D’Arcy McGee, etc., etc. Much help has also been received from letters still extant
written by or to the celebrated Father McMahon, the founder of St. Patrick’s Church, Quebec,
and for many years its beloved pastor, as well as by and to other priests of that congregation
during the Irish famine and pestilence years, some of whom were at Grosse Isle in 1847.
Letters in the possession of the writer from the late Mr. M. F. Walsh, of Ottawa, formerly of
Quebec, and at one time Secretary of the Managing Committee of St. Patrick’s church,
Quebec, have also been of great service, and the same may be said of the useful information
so courteously placed at the DAILYTELEGRAPH’S disposal by the Abbe Lindsay, of the Arch-
bishop’s Palace, Quebec, Mr. Phileas Gagnon, of the Archives Office, Quebec, Mr. Ernest
Gagnon, former Secretary of the Provincial Department of Public Works, Dr. Montizambert,
the official head of the Quarantine Service of Canada, and Dr. Martineau, the present Medical
Superintendent of the Grosse Isle Station, as well as by a few of the remaining survivors of
1847 on that fateful island. To all these, the DAILYTELEGRAPH’S begs to return its warmest
thanks.

But our chief debt of gratitude is due to one who, we regret to say, has passed from
amongst us forever and with whom the careful collection and preservation of all information
relating to the Irish immigration to Canada, the events of 1832, 1834 and 1847 at Grosse Isle,
and the congregation of St. Patrick’s Church, Quebec, of which he was so long a member,
may be truly said to have been ever a labor of love. We refer to the late Mr. James M.
O’Leary, of the Postmaster-General’s Department, Ottawa, who died only a few years ago,
but who was born and reared in Quebec amid surroundings that bred in him an intense love
for poor Ireland and his honest, sterling Irish ancestry. At various times, during his career, Mr.
O’Leary, who handled a most graceful and interesting pen, wrote and contributed to the
columns of the QUEBEC DAILYTELEGRAPH, the London, Ont., Catholic Record, and the
Ottawa press, many valuable sketches on Irish and Catholic subjects, with which he had been



connected or was acquainted, but especially on the terrible events at Grosse Isle with which
he had opportunities to be more conversant owing to his respected father’s lengthy residence
in Quebec and his prominence among the Irish Catholic element of its population. Thus in
1892 and 1897 were published articles from his pen on the Irish Exodus and the Horrors of
Grosse Isle in 1847, which practically contain everything worthy of note on the subject and
which are unsurpassed in graphic delineation and fidelity to the awful truth. Therefore, the
present occasion is an appropriate one not only to do honor to the memory of so devoted and
so patriotic an Irish writer as Mr. J. M. O’Leary, but to recall the admirable work in the
national cause he did so lovingly and well. The DAILYTELEGRAPH is also glad to have this
opportunity to publicly thank his surviving younger brother, Mr. Thos. O’Leary, the well
known guardian of that storehouse of antiquarian lore, the Chateau de Ramezay, Montreal, for
his great kindness and courtesy in placing his deceased brother's papers and notes at our
disposal for the purposes of this Souvenir.

Ancient Order of Hibernians

THE Ancient Order of Hibernians, under whose auspices the Grosse Isle monument has
been erected, is probably one of the largest national organizations of its kind in the civilized
world. Its ramifications extend nearly all over the globe wherever the widely scattered
members of the Irish race are to be found. It is composed wholly of Irish Roman Catholics.
The early history of the society is somewhat shrouded in mystery, but it is generally believed
to be the direct successor of the society organized in the county of Kildare, in 1565. At that
time religious persecution was raging in Ireland and the priests were hunted and not allowed
to celebrate mass or other religious ceremonies. Under those circumstances Rory Oge
O’Moore established an organization known as “ The Defenders.”

The Defenders took measures to protect the priests against those who were seeking for
their lives, and at the same time they did all in their power to help their countrymen to get
through the difficult times that were then experienced in the Emerald Isle. Later on the
Defenders went out of existence and were succeeded by the Ribbon men, and were known
under various other names. They later became an oath-bound organization known as the
Confederation of Kilkenny. This organization was founded in Kilkenny on the 14th October,
1642. Sir Phelim O’Neill was in charge of the Irish wing, made up of the Defenders. The
English Catholics of Ireland, or Lords of the Pale, were under Lords Gormanstown and
Mountgarret. After the religious troubles had subsided, the Defenders continued their work in
favour of the labourers and the farmers of the country whom they took under their protection
and defended against the rapacious instincts of the agents of absentee landlords. In later years
the organization became more pacific. A number of the old Defenders formed in England the
first division of the great organization now known as the Ancient Order of Hibernians. The
society grew and progressed in that country, and in a short time was firmly established in
Ireland. The first organization in America took place in New York, in 1836, whence it spread
all over the United States.

The first divisions established in Canada were opened in Montreal on November 20th,
1892, and in Quebec on 22nd June, 1893. Since that date it has spread all over the Dominion.
It has also branches in Australia, as well as in England and Ireland and America.

The Order is controlled by a National Council or Board, a Provincial Council, County
Councils and the officers of the several divisions. The affairs of the local divisions with a
County President, Secretary and Treasurer form the County Board. The Provincial Board is
made up of the officers of the County Councils, with a Provincial President and Secretary.



The members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America was the title adopted for the
organization in December, 1897. There had previously been some friction between the A.O.H.
of America, Board of Erin, and the A.O.H. of the United States of America. The difficulties
were submitted to His Lordship Bishop McFaul, of Trenton, and his decision was
unanimously accepted by both branches of the organization. The convention of Trenton, held
in 1898, supported this acceptance of the decision of Bishop McFaul.

The convention held on that occasion also adopted certain amendments to the constitution
of 1884. The Order declares that its intents and purposes are to promote friendship, unity and
Christian charity among its members, by raising or supporting a fund of money for maintain-
ing the aged, sick, blind and infirm members, for the legitimate expenses of the Order and for
no other purposes whatsoever. The motto of the Order is “ Friendship, Unity and Christian
Charity.”

During the past twenty years, the A.O.H. and Ladies Auxiliary, have paid out for sick and
funeral benefits, charitable donations to churches, schools and orphanages, relief of sufferers
by famine in the West of Ireland, as well as by earthquakes, floods and other great disasters in
the United States, aid to the Gaelic League in Ireland, the Grosse Isle Monument, &c., a
grand total of $11,803,302.00 for educational and charitable purposes. The total cost of the
Grosse Isle monument $5,000 was defrayed out of the national or general treasury of the
Order pursuant to unanimous vote of the National Convention of the A.O.H. held at
Indianapolis in July, 1908.

In connection with the several divisions are Ladies’Auxiliaries, Knight and Cadet Corps,
etc. At the Catholic University of Washington there is a chair of Gaelic known as the A.O.H.
Gaelic chair. The money for this purpose, amounting to $50,000, was subscribed by the
members of the Order in the United States and Canada, and forwarded to the then National
Chaplain of the organization, who was treasurer of the Chair Fund, Right Rev. John S. Foley,
Bishop of Detroit.

The supreme heads of the Order are the officers of the National Council, who are on this
memorable occasion the following :

National President—Matthew Cummings.
National Vice-President— James T. Regan.
National Treasurer— John F. Quinn.
National Secretary Jas. — T. McGinnis.
National Chaplain—His Grace Archbishop O’Connell, of Boston.
National Directors—Rev. John D. Kennedy, P. T. Moran, Major E. T. McCrystal,

C. J. Foy, Mayor of Perth, Ont., John J. O’Meara.

The following are the present officers of Quebec Division No. i, A. O. H. :

County President— J. Gallagher.
President—T. J. Murphy.
Vice-President— P. Ward.
Provincial Chaplain—Rev. A. E. Maguire.
Recording Secretary— P. Brown.
Financial Secretary—W. Egan.
Treasurer— J. Shields.
Chairman of Standing Committee— J. W. McDermott.
Sergeant-at-Arms—R Hartley.
Sentinel— J. Brown.



The National Memortal

“ Tear down the crape from the column,
Let the shaft stand white and fair.”

AS STATED, the ceremony of the unveiling and dedication of the national memorial
monument, which is the fruit of the patriotic movement referred to and which is to fittingly
mark for future generations the last resting place of the Irish martyrs of ’47 at Grosse Isle, is
fixed to take place on Sunday, the 15th August, than which, apart from the sanctity of the day
itself, both as the Lord's Day and as the Feast of the Assumption, no better or more
appropriate date could be selected. The glory of the Canadian summer and the beauty of the
Canadian scenery, especially along the St. Lawrence, will then be in all their fullness. But
fond Irish hearts will above all recall that this was the period of the sadly memorable year
when the awful harvest of death among their kindred reached its apogee on the lonely island.

Amost desirable opportunity will thus be afforded not only to visit the terrible Golgotha
of the Irish race in America and to do honor to the memory of the dead by taking part in the
dedication ceremony, but also to enjoy the charms of Canadian scenery and the cool,
invigorating breezes of the great Northern river at a season when these are most welcome.
Quaint, historic, picturesque old Quebec is easily and speedily reached by rail or boat from all
parts of Canada and the United States and a pleasant two hours’ sail on fine river steamers
will bring the visitors to the island. Consequently a vast gathering of the members of the race
especially, from both countries, is looked for there on the coming 15th August, when all will
in truth be able to re-echo the words of the old song

“ Deep in Canadian woods we’ve met,
From one bright island flown ;
Great is the land we tread, but yet
Our hearts are with our own.”

As befitting a national memento of so melancholy an episode in the history of the Irish
race, the great monument is a truly national one. It is in the form of a tall, free-standing Celtic
cross, of which so many noble specimens still dot the surface in many places of holy Ireland
and date back to the early ages of Christianity in the Green Isle. Petrie, in his interesting work
on the Antiquities of Ireland, speaks of these crosses as erected both for sepulchral and
dedicatory purposes. Their chief merit lies in the fact that they are essentially Irish in origin,
design and execution. Nowhere else in the homes of the Celtic race are they to be found in
such beauty and profusion as amid the ruins of the old abbeys, monasteries, churches and
graveyards of Erin. Although the ruthless hand of the spoiler and of time was laid heavily
upon many of them, happily enough of them are still left on the old sod to preserve their
beautiful type and to show the wonderful taste and skill of the original Irish designers and
craftsmen.

“ Through storm, and fire, and gloom. I see it stand,
Firm, broad and tall

The Celtic Cross that marks our Fatherland,
Amid them all !

Druids, and Danes, and Saxons, vainly rage
Around its base ;

It standeth shock on shock and age on age,
Star of a scatter’d race.

O Holy Cross! dear symbol of the dread
Death of our Lord,



Around thee long have slept our martyr-dead
Sward over sward !

A hundred bishops I myself can count
Among the slain;

Chiefs, captains, rank and file, a shining mount
Of God’s ripe grain.”

It was eminently befitting, too, that the task of producing the memorial should have been
entrusted to men of Irish blood and of such artistic taste and mechanical skill as the enter-
prising firm of Fallen Bros., of Cornwall, Ont., who, with the whole race, have every reason
to be proud of their noble creation and handiwork, from designs prepared by Mr. J. Gallagher,
one of the founders and leading members of the Quebec branch of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, as well as one of Quebec’s chief civil engineers and head of its water works
department. Standing on Telegraph Hill, the most elevated point on the island, where it
occupies a site of 150 feet square, and overlooking the graves of the Irish dead near its west-
ern shore, the monument, which is composed of grey Stanstead granite, rises to a further
height of 46 feet 6 inches, so that its total altitude above the level of the river is 140 feet,
making it a most conspicuous and striking object in a landscape having as its foreground the
sparkling waters of the St. Lawrence and for a background the dark ramparts of Cape
Tourmente and the Laurentian mountains, and rendering it visible for miles up and down the
river.

The pedestal is also of granite. The dimensions of the lower base are 15 feet by 13.4 by 2
feet ; of the next base, 13 feet by 10.10 by 2 feet ; of the die, 9 feet by 8.4 by 8 feet, and of the
plinth, 8 feet by 7.2 by 5 feet.

The shaft and cross stand 29 feet 6 inches high and the arms are 8 feet in length, the top of
the cross being 2 feet 6 inches square. As usual, in the case of all Celtic crosses, the symbol of
the Christian faith at the summit is enclosed within a ring or circle of the same material,
binding as it were the shaft, arms and upper portion of the cross together, the spaces between
the intersecting arms being pierced and the whole sculpture thus forming the cross.

The panels on which the inscriptions are carved are of dark ebony. There are four of these
panels, one on each face of the pedestal. On three of them is the following inscription in
Gaelic, English and French respectively. The English and French inscriptions are appended :

“ Sacred to the memory of thousands of Irish emigrants, who, to preserve the faith, suffered
hunger and exile in 1847-48. and, stricken with fever, ended here their sorrowful

pilgrimage.”
“ Erected by the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America, and dedicated Feast of the

Assumption, 1909.

“ Thousands of the children of the Gael were lost on this island while fleeing from foreign
tyrannical laws and an artificial famine in the years 1847-1848.

“ GOD BLESS THEM.

“ This stone was erected to their memory and in honor of them by the Gaels of America.

“ GOD SAVE IRELAND !”

“ A la pieuse memoire de milliers d’emigres Irlandais qui, pour garder la foi, souffrirent la
faim et l’exile et, victimes de la fievre, finirent id leur douleureux pelerinage, consoles et

fortifies par le pretre Canadien.”



“ Ceux qui sement dans les larmes moissonneront dans la joie.— Ps. xxv.-5.

The fourth panel or memorial tablet contains the names of the devoted Roman Catholic
priests who ministered to the sick and dying on the island during the terrible typhus visitation
of 1847-48, those of the reverend gentlemen who were stricken down by the fever, but who
recovered, being distinguished by an asterisk or star, and those among them who died from it,
martyrs to their charity and zeal, by two stars, as follows :

Revd. Messrs. *William Wallace Moylan ; *Bernard McGauran ; James C. Mc-Devitt ;
*Pierre Telesphore Sax ; James Nelligan ; Celestin Zephirin Rousseau ; *Antoine Campeau ;
*Jos. Bailey ; Leon Provancher ; *Michel Forgues ; Thomas Caron ; *Narcisse Belanger ;
Louis Antoine Proulx ; *Hugh McGuirk ; *James McDonnell ; *Luc Trahan ; *Philippe
Honore Jean ; J. B. Antoine Ferland ; Jean Harper ; Bernard O’Reilly ; Louis Adolphe Dupuis
; J. Bte. Perras ; Moise Duguay ; Maxime Tardif ; Michael Kerrigan ; John Caulfield O’Grady
; *Elzear Alexandre Taschereau ; *Edward John Horan ; Pierre Beaumont ; Etienne Payment :
Etienne Halle ; Jos. Hercule Dorion ; *Charles Tardif ; Antoine Lebel ; Prisque Gariepy ;
William Dunn ; Godfroy Tremblay ; Ls. Stanislas Malo; **Hubert Robson ; **Pierre Roy ;
**Hugh Paisley ; **Michael Power ; **Felix Severin Bardy ; **Edouard Montminy.

Father Hugh Paisley, who was of Scotch descent, was not among the priests at Grosse Isle,
but caught the disease while attending fever patients in Quebec and died there.

Of all this band of heroic Roman Catholic priests, only one now survives in the person of
the venerable Father Hugh McGuirk, who is still living (retired from the active ministry) in
the Hotel-Dieu of Chatham, N.B., at the advanced age of 96 years. Father McGuirk was
expected to have been present at the dedication of the monument at Grosse Isle on the 15th
August, but at the last moment the dear old man found himself unable physically to undertake
the fatigue of the journey from his home in New Brunswick, and the celebration at the island
therefore lacked through his absence one of its most interesting figures.

The Celebration at Grosse Isle

WITH favorable weather and other conditions, there is no doubt that the ceremony and
gathering at Grosse Isle on the memorable occasion of the unveiling and dedication of the
monument will be among the grandest and most imposing in Canadian as in Irish annals. As a
great national and religious demonstration in honor of the martyred dead of the race, as a
public expression of faith and of the national sympathy for the unfortunate exiles and victims
of 1847 on the very spot hallowed for all time by their unparalleled sufferings and the
melancholy deaths of so many of their number and as a prayerful and affectionate tribute of
their descendants and kindred to their memory, the celebration of the i5th August promises to
be as impressive as it will be unique. It will bring together a vast crowd of representatives of
the widely scattered Irish race from all parts, but especially from Canada and the United
States, besides many members of other races whose exalted positions, whose sympathies or
whose claims upon the affection and respect of the Irish people entitle them to the places of
honor at a manifestation of the kind alike religious and national.

The official invitations to be present and take part in the celebration embrace a wide range
of distinguished personages. They include many of the leading public notabilities of Canada
and the United States — Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Prime Minister of the Dominion, and his
colleagues of the Canadian Cabinet, Sir Lomer Gouin, the Premier, and members of the
Quebec Provincial Government, among whom there are two Irish Catholics in the persons of
Hon. Chas. R. Devlin, Minister of Colonization, Mines and Fisheries, (formerly a member of



the Irish Nationalist party and member for Galway in the British Parliament), and Hon. John
C. Kaine, member for Quebec West, and Minister without portfolio, Sir Chas. Fitzpatrick,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, Hon. Chas. Murphy, Canada’s Secretary of
State, besides other noted representative men of the Dominion and its different provinces, as
well as of the United States, many of whom are Irish or of Irish extraction. On the other hand,
the religious element will be represented by His Excellency Mgr. Sbaretti, the Papal Delegate
to Canada, should he have returned in time from Europe, whither he has actually gone to see
the Holy Father on business connected with the Church, and by His Grace the Archbishop of
Quebec, accompanied by his Coadjutor, His Lordship Bishop Roy, and all the Monsignori of
the Archiepiscopal Court of Quebec, as well as by other distinguished members of the
Canadian and American hierarchies.

In grateful remembrance of the great sympathy and valuable services shown by the kindly
French Canadian people and their devoted clergy to the poor Irish exiles and orphans of 1847,
the officers of the St. Jean Baptiste Society of Quebec and Montreal, which is the great
national society of French Canada, have also been specially invited to attend, and their
participation in the ceremony with their chief ecclesiastical dignitaries will serve not only to
fittingly recall the heroic and generous role played by that people and clergy during the
terrible ordeal of that fatal year, but to remind Irishmen that after all blood should be thicker
than water and that the French-Canadians are not only bound to them by the ties of a common
faith and the memories of a patriotic and friendly past beyond the Atlantic, but that they are
largely descendants from the same original stock the grand old Celtic race to which they are
so proud to belong.

Naturally, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, as the chief organizers and promoters of the
whole affair, will be strongly represented and occupy the most conspicuous place in the
celebration. Besides the supreme national heads of the great association, numerous con-
tingents of the officers and members of its different sections and branches in many parts of
Canada and the United States are coming to take part in it. Foremost among these will be the
officers, local chaplain, (Father Barrett, C.S.S.R.), and members of the Quebec branch, upon
whom has fallen the chief burthen of the work of organization. In addition, the branches of
Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, St. John, N.B., and Halifax, will grace the ceremony and impart
greater eclat to it by the presence of their uniformed knight or cadet corps. The Ottawa and
Montreal brethren have chartered special boats of their own to convey themselves and their
friends from Quebec to Grosse Isle, but besides these there will be ample steamboat accom-
modation at Quebec to transport all others to and from the island. The Quebec branch has
retained for the purpose a number of fine river boats, including the Pilot, Queen, L’Etoile, St.
Croix, and one of the splendid vessels of the Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Co.’s Saguenay
line, while the Dominion Government has further generously placed the Government steam-
ship Druid at the disposal of the Order for the use of the official guests. Thus all danger from
overcrowding will be obviated and careful precautions will also be taken, moreover, to see
that no such thing shall happen on any boat.

The different steamers will leave Quebec at or shortly after 9 a.m., so as to reach Grosse
Isle about 11 a.m., when the crowd as they land will form into procession and headed by the
Knights and Cadets with their banners draped in mourning and their bands, the national heads
of the Order, the officers and members of the branches represented, and the ecclesiastical,
civil and national dignitaries, march to the cemetery, which is the last resting place of the
dead of 1847 and which is immediately overlooked from Telegraph Hill by the great Celtic
cross forming the national memorial and awaiting unveiling.

In the cemetery itself, on the very spot where the final scenes in the terrible tragedy of
1847 were enacted and where the eye can still after sixty-two years trace the outlines of the



ghastly trenches in which the unfortunate victims were buried, the holy sacrifice of the mass
will be offered up for the eternal repose of their souls, in the presence of the great assemblage
of guests, priests and people, on an altar specially erected for the purpose in the open air, on
either side of which stands and seats will be provided for the accommodation of the official
guests and other distinguished personages present. In view of the lateness of the hour at
which the island will be reached and the length of the religious ceremonial, the requiem mass
will be a low mass, but marked by all the solemnity of the Roman Catholic ritual and
enhanced by band accompaniment and the singing of a special choir of 100 trained voices
under the leadership of Mr. Ed. A. Batterton, from the congregation of St. Patrick’s, Quebec,
whose devoted pastor, Rev. Father Hanley, and assistants of the Redemptorist Order, as well
as the Christian Brothers in charge of St. Patrick’s School, have also been specially invited to
attend as guests of the Ancient Order on the occasion. The sermon of the day will be,
preached by the Provincial Chaplain of the Order, Rev. Father Eustace Maguire, the respected
rector of the important parish of St. Columba of Sillery, near Quebec, which has for long
years been the home of a considerable Irish population, not a few of whom are descended
from the exiles of 1847. A descendant himself of the princely family of the Maguires of
Fermanagh, Father Maguire possesses exceptional claims upon Irish sympathy in the con-
nection as a patriotic Irishman and as the nephew of Father Horan, one of the devoted young
Irish priests, who so heroically responded to the call to minister to the sick and dying of his
race at Grosse Isle and who afterwards became Bishop of Kingston, Ont. ; as the brother of
another worthy priest, now dead, the late Father John E. Maguire, who in after years served as
a resident missionary on the island ; and lastly as the son of an Irishman of distinction in the
annals of old Quebec, the late Judge Maguire, of the Superior Court of the Province of
Quebec. Finally the religious ceremonies will be brought to an end with the solemn chanting
of the Libera by His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec and choir. Father Hanley, of St.
Patrick’s, will officiate at the requiem mass.

Then the gathering will adjourn to Telegraph Hill close by for the unveiling of the
monument which will be solemnly performed by His Excellency the Papal Delegate, if
present, or by His Grace of Quebec, in his absence, and after which appropriate and eloquent
addresses will be delivered by Mr. Matthew Cummings, the National President of the Order,
Major McCrystal, National Director (who will speak in Gaelic), Sir Charles Fitzpatrick, Chief
Justice of Canada, Hon. Chas. Murphy, Dominion Secretary of State, Hon. Chas. R. Devlin
and others, including probably also, Hon. L. A. Taschereau, Minister of Public Works in the
Quebec Government, and a nephew of the late Cardinal Taschereau, one of the Grosse Isle
missionaries of 1847.

With these, the memorable celebration on the island will terminate and the boats will
return to Quebec with their passengers.

Far from their own beloved isle
Those Irish exiles sleep,
And dream not of historic past,
Nor o’er its memories weep;
Down where the blue St. Lawrence tide
Sweeps onward wave on wave,
They lie old Ireland’s exiled dead
In cross-crowned lonely grave.

Sleep on, O hearts of Erin,
From earthly travail free !
Our freighted souls still greet you
Beyond life’s troubl’d sea :
In every Irish heart and home,



Is built an altar to your faith
A cross above each mound.

No more the patriot’s words will cheer
Your humble toil and care
No more your Irish hearts will tell
The beads of evening prayer ;
The mirth that scoffed at direst want
Lies buried in your grave,
Down where the blue St. Lawrence tide
Sweeps onward wave on wave.

O, toilers in the harvest field,
Who gather golden grain !
O, pilgrims by the wayside,
Who succor grief and pain !
And ye, who know that liberty
Oft wields a shining blade,
Pour forth your souls in requiem prayer
Where Irish hearts are laid !

Far from their own beloved land
Those Irish exiles sleep,
Where dreams nor faith crown’d shamrock,
Nor ivies o’er them creep;
But fragrant breath of maple
Sweeps on with freedom’s tide,
And consecrates the lonely isle
Where Irish exiles died !

O’HAGAN.

A SOUVENIR of Grosse Isle and of the frightful affliction of 1847 to Ireland, to Canada and
to humanity at large would not be complete without some reference to the history of an
island, which evokes so many ghastly and saddening memories that even to-day, after a lapse
of sixty-two years, the beholder still shudders at the sight of this Golgotha of the Irish race in
America and at the recollection of the horrors and the appalling sum of human agony and
grief which it witnessed. Yet there is nothing otherwise repellant about it or its general aspect
when viewed from the deck of a passing vessel. It is a pretty enough little forest and verdure
clad island, about three miles long and scarcely one wide, indented with bays and situated in
the open channel of the St. Lawrence, 33 miles below Quebec. It forms one of the many
similar islands, which stud the miles below Quebec. It forms one of the many similar islands,
which stud the bosom of the mighty river of Canada on its way to the sea. Its surface is gener-
ally rocky and picturesque, still nicely wooded, with patches of cultivated land between,
dotted with the neat, well kept buildings of a Canadian Government quarantine station of the
present day, over which floats the flag of the Dominion. To look at it now sleeping peacefully
on the surface of the wave, it would never be dreamt that it was once the scene of such a grim
tragedy and such an awful hecatomb.

The name “ Grosse Isle” means “ Big Island,” but, according to so eminent an authority as
Dr. Montizambert, for many years the medical superintendent of the quarantine station there,
and at present the official head of the entire quarantine service of the Dominion, this is a
corruption of “ Isle de Grace,” or Grace Island, under which title it was designated on old
French charts. And this appears to be likely, too, for Grosse Isle is not the biggest island of
the group in that neighbourhood to which it belongs.



Nothing very definite is known of the history of the island in the early days of the French
colony, except that it appears to have been included in a territorial grant made by the King of
France in 1646 to Governor de Montmagny, one of the first viceroys of New France. In this
grant, it is not specially named, but there is hardly any doubt that it was embraced in it, as the
royal patent covers Crane and Goose Islands close at hand “ and all the surrounding islands,
islets and beaches.” In those days, these were the resort of myriads of wild geese, ducks and
other water fowl and as old Governor de Montmagny was an ardent sportsman, he probably
secured and retained the property as a game preserve for his own use and that of his friends.
After de Montmagny, it seems to have passed through different hands, as we find mentioned,
in connection with its ownership under the seigniorial tenure, the names of such old French
noble families as the de Grandvilles, de Tourvilles, LeMoynes, Dupuys and de Beaujeus. One
of these last, Lienard de Beaujeu, was a brother of the celebrated de Beaujeu, who defeated
the English General Braddock at Fort Duquesne, where Pittsburg, Ohio, now stands.

After De Montmagny, too, settlement began on some of the adjacent islands and especially
on Crane Island, but Grosse Isle remained in its primæval state. It is still a tradition among
the French-Canadian inhabitants of Crane Island that the fierce Iroquois, in one of their raids
upon the French settlements, penetrated to that island, slaughtering and burning all before
them and even pursuing to Grosse Isle the few stragglers who had escaped and taken refuge
there. Another tradition among them is that a well-known family still on Crane Island are the
descendants of an English lad, captured by the Canadian Indians in one of their retaliatory
forays upon the New England colonies and adopted by one of the then settlers on that island,
who gave him the name of “ L’Anglais” or Langlois (the Englishman), by which the posterity
of this boy captive are still known there.

But the most curious and romantic tradition of all still extant in Grosse Isle and its neigh-
bourhood and referred to by Sir J. M. Lemoine in his “ Legendary Lore of the Lower St.
Lawrence,” relates to an unknown individual, supposed to have been a French officer of
exalted rank who in the early days, with his little son, took up his abode on one of the small
adjacent islands, built for himself a castle or strongly fortified mansion upon it, and lived like
a hermit there until he died, without ever revealing his identity.

Again, under British rule, the seigniory originally granted to De Montmagny appears to
have passed through different hands, until it reached those of one Daniel McPherson, a
Scotch gentleman and a United Empire Loyalist, who had formerly resided in Philadelphia at
the breaking out of the American revolution and who had fled to Canada after the war. From
the McPhersons it finally passed back by will to the LeMoyne family in the person of
McPherson LeMoyne, a descendant of both, who still holds it and who is a near relative of Sir
James Macpherson LeMoyne, the venerable historian of Quebec, and author of Maple
Leaves, Chronicles of the St. Lawrence, etc., etc. But long before this, Grosse Isle had
become detached from the seigniory by sale to others.

In 1832, Grosse Isle suddenly jumped into the unenviable notoriety by which it has ever
since been distinguished. In the spring of that year, in anticipation of an invasion of the
Asiatic cholera, which had reached Europe and extended even to England in 1831, the
Imperial authorities summarily took possession of it to use it as a lazaretto or quarantine.
Accordingly a military force consisting of two companies of infantry and a detachment of the
royal artillery and several surgeons was sent down to occupy it under the command of
Captain Reid, of the 32nd Regiment, who was also appointed commandant of the island. At
this time, one Bernier, a notary of Chateau Richer, on the mainland not far distant, claimed to
be its owner and to have sub-leased it to one Duplain, who had cleared and put under tillage
some of the land on it. Bechard, in his history, pretends that there was a regular four years’
lease of the island between Bernier and the British Government and that, on the expiry of this



lease, the latter purchased the island from him, but this seems to be disproved by the petitions
presented both by Bernier and Duplain to the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada in 1835,
complaining that His Majesty’s Government had taken possession of their property without
their consent or authority and without any indemnity whatever to them, and praying to be
compensated for the loss and damage which they had thereby sustained. Duplain further set
forth that he had not only been dispossessed, forced to abandon his lease and eventually
driven off the island, but that some of the soldiers had been billeted upon him, while the
others lived in tents. The result of these petitions was that an act was passed for the
indemnifying of Bernier and Duplain and the purchase of the island, the amount to be decided
by valuators or arbitrators. But, for some reason or other, this arbitration seems never to have
been held, or any sum ever paid to Bernier or Duplain or their descendants. If there was, there
appears to be no record of it.

Before 1832 there had been a quarantine or rather an apology for one, near Levis, on the
south shore of the St. Lawrence, opposite Quebec, but the then Governor-General, Sir James
Kempt, and the Medical Board of the city of Quebec, insisted that in the case of so “ awful a
pestilential disease” as the cholera, it was extremely dangerous to maintain a lazaretto so near
the city and accordingly, upon the advice of Commander Bayfield, of the Royal Navy, Grosse
Isle was selected as the most eligible place for its successor. It is worthy of note that the
policy since adopted by Great Britain in the connection was foreshadowed in 1832 by Dr.
Roberts, a member of the Quebec Medical Board, who differed from his colleagues, contend-
ing that there need not be the slightest apprehension of cholera possessing any contagious
properties and who opposed as useless and unnecessary the establishment and enforcement of
strict and lengthened quarantine regulations in or near the port of Quebec, but evidently he
was the only one on the board who held this opinion at the time, for, in spite of his opposit-
ion, Grosse Isle became a quarantine station.

And just here it may be well to correct the very common error that the dreadful typhus or
ship fever was first imported into this country by the Irish exiles of 1847. The “ Relations des
Jesuites” state that, under the French, in 1659, nearly two hundred years before, typhus broke
out on a French vessel called the “ Saint-Andre,” which had on board three nuns, two priests
and one hundred and thirty French emigrants bound for Quebec and Montreal, that ten of
these died on the passage, that four more were landed at Quebec sick with the deadly malady,
and that the contagion spread from them among the residents, among whom it made many
victims, including Father de Quen, who had, like many other devoted priests, fallen a
voluntary martyr to duty in ministering to the dying. As will be seen, therefore, not many
were added to the population of the struggling French colony by the one hundred and thirty
immigrants who had sailed from France on the “ Saint-Andre,” for of these some had died on
shipboard and others had landed only to occupy a narrow bed in the little cemetery near the
top of Mountain Hill in Quebec, or the Hotel Dieu graveyard, while not a few of the old
inhabitants of the town also succumbed.

But, to return to 1832, one of the first acts of the military force on the island was to place
an 18-pounder cannon en barbette and two 12-pounders on the flag staff battery to stop all
incoming vessels and compel them to undergo quarantine, if necessary. These guns are still in
position and for some years the quarantine staff on the island was drilled as a half battery to
man them, until the armory was burned in 1877.

Although the military power retained the supreme control of the island until 1857 when
the military force, under Lieut. Noble, of the Royal Artillery, was withdrawn and the station
was regularly transferred to the Canadian Government, tradition has it that the upsetting of a
boat by the soldiers rowing the surgeon back from inspecting a vessel had long before led to
the first introduction of the civilian element on the island by the appointment of six efficient



boatmen from Crane Island, who lived together at Grosse Isle, their wives being permitted to
visit them during one day in each month to wash their clothes. Military surgeons being also
apparently too scarce at that time to be spared, Dr. Poole, a civilian, was appointed medical
superintendent, with Dr. George M. Douglas, the father of the present Admiral Douglas, of
the British Navy, as his assistant. After a few years Dr. Douglas succeeded Dr. Poole as
medical superintendent, and Dr. Von Iffland, father of the present Canon Von Iffland, of
Quebec, became his assistant. Dr. Von Iffland succeeded Dr. Douglas about 1864, and was in
turn succeeded by his assistant, Dr. Montizambert, in 1869, the latter retaining the important
office until 1898-99, when he was promoted to the position of Director-General of Public
Health and moved to Ottawa, being replaced at Grosse Isle by the present incumbent, Dr. G.
E. Martineau, who has given the country a most satisfactory service during the past eleven
years. Born in Quebec in July, 1867, he was also educated there, taking his medical course at
Laval University, from which he obtained his degree in 1892. He also visited Europe twice to
perfect himself in his profession and spent months there with that object. He has as his assist-
ant, Dr. W. W. Aylen, of Montreal, and a working staff of forty-three employees.

As may be imagined, Canada was but poorly prepared to face the terrible cholera
epidemics of 1832 and 1834. A few miserable wooden sheds had been hurriedly put up on
Grosse Isle and converted into hospitals for the sick, most of whom, however, had to be
sheltered in tents, while a small temporary wharf or stage was built as a landing place. The
horrors of the situation were, therefore, great, aggravated as they were also by inadequate
attendance and other draw-backs and evils more or less incidental to all new establishments
of the kind in a new and inexperienced country and by the virulence and fierceness of the
disease. Under the circumstances, the death roll on the island was heavy, especially in 1832,
and the epidemic extended to Quebec, Montreal and other parts of Canada, where poor
humanity fell before it like grass before the scythe of the mower.

The first buildings erected on the island in 1832 were all, with one exception, which was
used as a farm residence, located on the upper point of the island. Those in the lower and
centre parts of the island, chiefly date from 1847. In 1878 three of the largest of these were
destroyed by an accidental fire and many of the quarantine records were lost, but enough
remain to show that in 1832 no less than 51,146 immigrants were examined at Grosse Isle
and 30,935 during the second cholera outbreak in 1834. Of the latter number, 264 died.

The first chapels on the island, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, were also erected in
1832. In fact, from the opening of the quarantine, spiritual consolation for the sick and dying
there appears to have been well provided for. Among the names at least of the Roman
Catholic missionary priests stationed and resident there during the summer season, from 1832
to 1847, may be found those of Fathers O’Dwyer, Dunn, Harkin (afterwards rector of Sillery),
Huot (St. Foy), Belleau, Fortier, Griffiths, Frechette, Dowling, Moylan and Beaubien.

To-day Grosse Isle constitutes a separate and distinct R. C. canonical parish under the
name of St. Luke, with a resident parish priest there all the year round, the present one, who is
the second, being Rev. J. B. Derome.

Such is the history of the island where in 1847 scenes of horror and desolation were
witnessed which, to use the words of the Most Reverend Joseph Signai, then Archbishop of
Quebec, “ almost stagger belief and baffle description.”
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