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•

(From and English Emigrant.)

SIR, Philadelphia, Dec. 25, 1817.

HAVING perused your publication of a Tour through part of the United States, I am induced
to write to you on the subject, being myself an English emigrant.

I wish particularly to be informed what an indigent emigrant will be paid for his labour,
independent of what you propose to supply him with on his arrival at the new settlement ;
that is, what will his earnings be on the average annually ? and what will be the annual rent of
one of the cabins you propose building, with a cow and hog attached, and pasture for the
same ?

I have a wife and three children in England, which I intend sending for the ensuing spring.
I had intended settling in the state of Ohio before seeing your publication, but am now more
in favour of joining your proposed settlement, which appears to me very practicable.

I now wish to be informed which would be the most economical way of travelling with my
family. Would it be possible for me to take a light waggon and one horse ?

I calculate on being able to leave Philadelphia with 500 dollars. I am at present in the
employ of Mr. ....... Philadelphia, where you will have the goodness to address a letter to me.

I am, Sir, &c. &c.

P. S. I omitted informing you what profession I am : it is perhaps unnecessary ; but I have
from my infancy been reared a farmer.

•

(Answer To The Preceding.)

SIR, Jan. 30, 1818.

OWING to some interruption in the mails, your letter did not reach me till this morning.

The large undertaking mentioned at the conclusion of my journal, is not yet in the way of
execution. Proposals have been laid before Congress, (or at least transmitted to Washington
for that purpose) but I expect no proceedings can be had without considerable delay, should
they even be favourably received, which is extremely doubtful.

I am therefore going on steadily with my own settlement, without reference to that plan.
Yet, in a smaller way, I shall make provision for the ease of settlers at the commencement of
their labours, on the same principle.



I shall keep one or more cabins in readiness for new comers, and provide immediately for
their employment. I cannot state to you with precision the earnings of a labouring man : I
should suppose 230 dollars a year, from what I learn of prices now paid. I have abundant
means of furnishing employment at that rate.

A cow and calf may cost from twelve to sixteen dollars ; a breeding sow two or three
dollars ; these may be paid for out of their labour, by those who have not the means of pur-
chasing. But their taking these, or any other necessaries which I may provide, will be
altogether optional on their part. The rent of a cabin, with cow-house, pig-stye, well, and
garden of one acre, with a right in a common meadow, and common pasture, equal to two
acres in each, will not exceed twenty dollars a year ; the tenant keeping the fence of his
garden and his buildings in repair.

You might make your way from Philadelphia to Pittsburg with a light waggon ; but from
thence to the neighbourhood of our settlement, by far the cheapest and most easy mode of
travelling is down the Ohio to Shawnee Town. At that place, which is fifty miles south of us,
you would either take some land conveyance, or possibly might proceed up the Wabash to
Harmony, or the mouth of Bonpas ; which latter is about six miles from the south end of our
prairie. You would, however, obtain at Shawnee Town information and advice as to your pro-
ceeding.

You may purchase a skiff at Pittsburg for six or seven dollars, which will bring you down
the Ohio in safety, with such instructions as you may collect on your passage.

If you conclude to join our settlement, you will, of course, write to me again before you
leave Philadelphia.

You mention your having been reared a farmer, and your qualifications are of course well
suited to our common occasions : but, above all, bring good morals, and then, with industry,
barring the accidents to which we are ever liable, you must prosper.

I am, Sir,
your friend and well-wisher.

•

DEAR SIR, Feb. 2, 1818.

I HAVE not received a line from Europe from any of our friends, since they have been
apprized of our establishment in the Illinois, so that whether you have quite given us up as
wild adventurers, whom none but wild people will follow, or whether my explanation of our
motives and views has produced a corresponding interest, and a cordial sympathy in our suc-
cess, is matter of speculation in our family circle, and adds no little to the eagerness with
which we anticipate packets that no doubt are on their way. But however that may be, our
countrymen on this side of the Atlantic, many of whom are now exploring this vast expanse
of wilderness, uncertain where to pitch their tents, are becoming sensible of an attraction to
this point. I have numerous applications, both personal and by letter, and I think we have
good ground to expect that we may soon enjoy ourselves in a thriving neighbourhood.

Our district affords many eligible situations, but it is unequal in quality of soil ; and we
have such strong hold on the most desirable part of it, that I flatter myself it will not be found



sufficiently inviting to land jobbers, who traverse this fine country like a pestilent blight.
Where they see the promise of a thriving settlement, from a cluster of entries being made in
any neighbourhood, they purchase large tracts of the best land, and lock it up in real mort-
main, for it is death to all improvement.

One of the greatest calamities to which a young colony is liable is this investment of the
property of non-residents, who speculate on their prosperity, whilst they are doing all they can
to impede it.

The wealth of the American merchants, collected as it is from the labours of their fellow-
citizens of the wilderness, seldom returns to make that wilderness rejoice by converting it into
a fruitful field, but is too commonly employed in retarding that happy change. This holding
back from cultivation millions of acres, tends to scatter the population of these new
countries ; increasing the difficulties of settlers manifold ; and occasioning the habits of
savage life to be retained much longer. The western states are suffering greatly under this evil.

I have this day had the pleasure of a visit from a Kentish farmer, who will probably make
one of our colony. He is returning to England viá New Orleans, to fetch his family. His name
is Clarke. I give him directions which I hope will enable him to find you. He appears to be of
the right sort, and you will have pleasure in communicating advice or assistance to him,
should he need it, on re-shipping himself for this country. He left England in August last, in
the ship Marianne of London, of 560 tons burthen, Captain James Johnson ; Thomas and
James Fitzgerald, brokers, St. Catharine’s, Iron-gate Stairs ; Gardiner, of Edmonton, owner. I
am thus particular in names, on account of the patriotic proceedings I am going to relate to
you.

This vessel was fitted up commodiously for passengers, especially of the steerage class.
She was advertised as to sail for New York and Philadelphia, and printed bills to that effect
were distributed. She took in two hundred passengers at twelve guineas a head, for a birth,
fire, and water. Captain Johnson conducted her down the river and through the British
Channel ; he then found himself much indisposed, quitted the ship at Lymington, and Captain
Jackson, who was there in readiness, took the command. About two days after Captain
Jackson assumed his office, when they were off Scilly, he addressed his passengers, with
“ My honest friends ! I suppose you know where you are going ; we are bound to New
Brunswick.” You will imagine the rage and astonishment of these poor people ; they would
have proceeded to acts of immediate revenge and desperation, but were happily restrained by
the influence of a few wise heads among them. When they had been a fortnight at sea, these
same wise heads put them in the way of a remedy which proved in a great measure effectual.
They presented to the captain, by common consent, a paper, which they called a petition, with
which he thought it expedient to comply, so far as to carry them to Boston instead of New
Brunswick. At Boston they laid their complaint before the British consul. Mr. Skinner,
demanding redress for the injury they sustained by being landed at that port, instead of New
York or Philadelphia. Mr. Skinner declared himself incompetent, but advised them to repair
to New Brunswick, where they might apply to real British authority and obtain ample justice ;
and moreover assured them, that on their arrival there they would each of them receive two
hundred acres of land, and other advantages.

The kind of justice administered by the governor of New Brunswick in such cases, may be
guessed from the practice of his neighbour at Halifax. Two vessels, under similar pretexts
with the above, had just before obtained a living cargo of unfortunate persons, and actually
landed them at that place, instead of the United States port for which they had shipped them-



selves. They applied to the governor, but he was as incompetent as Mr. Skinner of Boston,
and referred them to their mother-country. “ Return to England,” said he, “ there you will
obtain ample justice.”

I call these transactions patriotic ; and if I am correct in the use of that epithet, the stamp
of patriotism is on some or all of the names I have mentioned, and on the government, if it
countenances such deeds. I had used another epithet ; but I think patriotism, as exemplified in
the practice of legitimate politicians, is sufficiently appropriate. It is safe too, as here
explained : for I would by no means impute to these gentlemen, or to the government, patriot-
ism of the American, or French, or even of the old English school.

We are waiting with some impatience for the season of commencing our farming
operations. The horses are ready, and the ploughs and harness in a state of forwardness. We
hope to begin work in March, and to be settled in May. Farming will be as good a business
here, I think, as in England, with this difference, that instead of paying rent for our land, our
land will pay rent to us, by its increasing value. There are a few other circumstances of
difference with which you are acquainted, regarding tithes, taxes, and poor-rates. Labour,
including that of horses, is somewhat lower than in England. Seventy-five cents, three
shillings and fourpence halfpenny sterling, per day, is about the wages of a labouring man,
boarding himself : but a man and two horses may be hired to plough at a dollar a day.

As I proceed to practice, I shall not fail to send you a fair, that is a true account. It will
give me great pleasure to hear from you, and to have confirmed, under your hand, my hope of
embracing you as a friend, a neighbour, and a fellow-citizen. We are all in excellent health :
pray communicate our best wishes to the . . . . circle, and believe me

truly yours.

•

MY DEAR SIR, Feb. 15, 1818

I HOPE you have received a long letter which I despatched about four months ago, and
that the next mail will bring me one from you in return. It is thus that by the glorious invent-
ion of writing, of which I never before so fully felt the value, the immensity of space which
divides us from our friends may be reduced to its original nothing : for if I were
re-established in my old armed-chair at Wanborough, and you remaining in yours, we should,
in point of fact, be separated as completely as we are at this moment.

We shall not be entirely settled in our own home, beyond the Wabash, before the begin-
ning of May, a period which we anticipate with much pleasure. The Indiana side of that river
has the start of the Illinois about three years, which makes a vast difference in the state of
things to a near observer, but to you it is one and the same country ; and a residence of seven
months, on one side or the other, has now given me some title to be accounted an inhabitant.
The interest I feel in every person and thing that surrounds me is naturally very great, not
only from the novelty of the situation, but because it is that in which I hope and believe I am
to pass the remainder of my days. We have just had our assizes : the circuit court, similar to
our court of assize, was held last week, the second time since our arrival. I wish I could intro-
duce you to “ his honour” the judge ; to the gentlemen of the jury ; to the learned brethren
who fill the parts both of solicitor and counsel ; to the assemblage of spectators, all males, for
women never attend the courts except on business ; and even to the accomplished villains
who are here exposed to public indignation, far more terrific than the vengeance of the law.



In this early stage of society, where the country is savage, and many of the people but just
emerging from that condition, much intrepidity of mind and hardihood of body are
indispensable requisites in the administration of justice. Brass for the face wont suffice, they
must be steel from head to foot.

Your military or fox-hunting experience has, I dare say, furnished adventures similar to
those which are constantly occurring here to the gentlemen of the long robe, on their progress
from court to court. The judge and the bar are now working their way to the next county seat,
through almost trackless woods, over snow and ice, with the thermometer about Zero. In last
November circuit the judge swam his horse, I think, seven times in one day ; how often in the
whole circuit is not in the record. What would our English lawyers say to seven such
ablutions in one November day ? and then to dry their clothes on their back by turning round
and round before a blazing fire, preparatory to a night’s lodging on a cabin floor wrapped in
their blankets ; which, by the by, are the only robes used by the profession here.

I have an anecdote of a judge with whom I am well acquainted, and therefore I believe it. I
give it you as an instance of intrepidity, as well as of that ferocious violence which occurs but
too frequently ; by no means, however, as a specimen of the judicial character. A few years
ago, before he was advanced to his present dignity, the foreman of a grand jury insulted him
outrageously, out of court of course. The man had a large knife in his hand, such as hunters
always carry about them, and well know the use of ; but the enraged barrister, with a hand-
whip, or cow-hide as they are are called, laid on so keenly that he actually cut his jacket to
ribbons in defiance of the knife ; and when the beaten and bleeding juryman made his piteous
case known to his brethren, they fined him a dozen of wine for his cowardice.

Another anecdote. A notorious offender had escaped from confinement, and, mounted on a
capital horse, paraded the town where the judge resided, with a brace of loaded pistols, call-
ing at the stores and grog-shops, and declaring he would shoot any man who should attempt
to molest him. The judge hearing of it, loaded a pistol, walked deliberately up to the man to
apprehend him, and on his making show of resistance shot him immediately. The ball entered
the breast and came out behind, but did not prove mortal. He fell, was reconducted to gaol,
escaped a second time, and was drowned in crossing the Ohio.

Judges are appointed by the legislature for the term of seven years. Salary, seven hundred
dollars per annum ; a sum which is certainly inadequate, even in this cheap country. It will,
however, be increased as wealth and population increase : the office is honourable to a man of
talents and integrity, and may open the road to more lucrative appointments.

My personal knowledge of the gentlemen of the law is not, I fear, a fair criterion of their
general character. I have seen many proofs of candour, high principle, and correct judgement.
There are lawyers here whom no sum would bribe to undertake a mean business ; but I hear
of chicanery in some, and have perceived strong symptoms of vice and dissipation in others.

The tendency of the profession, here as in England, and I suppose every where, is to
increase the baseness of little, cunning, avaricious minds ; and the pestilent example and
society of the idle and corrupt, have the same baneful influence over inexperienced young
men who are exposed to it.

As companions to my anecdotes of the judge, I must give you some traits of an honest
young lawyer of my acquaintance. Three years ago he made his appearance as a candidate for
practice, in a home-spun coat, and probably without a dollar in his pocket. He was called



“ the home-spun lawyer.” His father, a plain farmer, had given him as good an education as he
could afford, and on his quitting the parental roof to commence his professional career,
wishing him to make a figure suitable to his new character, he desired him to call at the store
where he usually dealt, and furnish his wardrobe to his own liking. The young man thought of
his brothers and sisters, and of the expense which had been incurred in his education, and
supposed he might have already received his share ; so passing the store, he resolved to rub
on in home-spun clothes until he had earned better, which soon happened—and they wore
well.

His practice increased, and his reputation with it : the second year, he obtained the office
of state-attorney for the county, with the salary of one hundred dollars ! In the course of the
year, his exertions in bringing to justice an offender merited a further recompense, in the
opinion of a man interested in the case, and who could well afford to give it. This gentleman
offered him fifty dollars as a present. The young man hesitated : he had done no more than his
duty in quality of attorney-general, and for that he was paid by the public. He examined the
law : no prohibition appeared to his accepting ah additional fee. The sum was tempting ; it
was as much as £500 to the man who receives a salary of £1000 ; still he could not be
satisfied that it was his due, and he finally refused it.

This year he was chosen by his fellow-citizens to represent them in the state-legislature,
from which duty he has just returned ; and, if prosperity does not spoil him, the home-spun
lawyer will be an honour to his father, and useful to his country.

I shall spare you, for the present, an introduction to any of the remaining personages who
composed our court. Our friend . . . . . to whom I would be most kindly remembered, will be
amused at the amount of the judges’ and attorneys’ salaries. Should his ambition be excited, I
am sorry to say he would have but a poor chance of success, for I believe, from one end of the
union to the other, every department of law is crowded almost to suffocation.

We have had an unusually severe winter : the mercury has once been 12° below Zero, and
several times approaching that extreme. At present the weather is delightful, the thermometer
just above freezing, and the air clear and serene. We are told that there will be but little more
cold weather.

I remain sincerely yours.

•

DEAR SIR, Feb. 24, 1818.

When a man gives advice to his friends, on affairs of great importance to their interest, he
takes on himself a load of responsibility, from which I have always shrunk, and generally
withdrawn. My example is very much at their service, either for imitation or warning, as the
case may be.

I must however in writing to you, step a little over this line of caution, having more than
once been instrumental in helping you, not out of your difficulties, but from one scene of per-
plexity to another ; I cannot help advising you to make an effort more, and extricate yourself
and family, completely, by removing into this country.

When I last saw you, twelve months ago, I did not think favourably of your prospects : if
things have turned out better, I shall be rejoiced to hear it, and you will not need the advice I



am preparing for you. But, if vexation and disappointments have assailed you, as I feared ;
and you can honourably make your escape, with the means of transmitting yourself hither,
and one hundred pounds sterling to spare,—don’t hesitate.

In six months after I shall have welcomed you, barring accidents, you shall discover that
you are become rich, for you shall feel that you are independent ; and I think that will be the
most delightful sensation you ever experienced : for you will receive it multiplied as it were
by the number of your family, as your troubles now are.

It is not, however, a sort of independence that will excuse you from labour, or afford you
many luxuries, that is, costly luxuries. I will state to you what I have learnt, from a good deal
of observation and inquiry, and a little experience ; then you will form your own judgment.

In the first place, the voyage.—That will cost, to Baltimore or Philadelphia, provided you
take it, as no doubt you would, in the cheapest way, twelve guineas each, for a birth, fire, and
water, for yourself and wife, and half price or less for your children ; besides provisions,
which you will furnish.

Then the journey.—Over the mountains to Pittsburgh, down the Ohio to Shawnee-Town,
and from thence to our settlement, fifty miles north, will amount to five pounds sterling per
head.

If you arrive here as early as May, or even June, another five pounds per head will carry
you on to that point, where you may take your leave of dependence on any thing earthly but
your own exertions.

At this time I suppose you to have remaining one hundred pounds (borrowed probably
from English friends, who rely on your integrity ; and who may have directed the interest to
be paid to me on their behalf, and the principal in due season).

We will now, if you please, turn it into dollars, and consider how it may be disposed of. A
hundred pounds sterling will go a great way in dollars. With eighty dollars you will “ enter a
quarter section of land ;” that is, you will purchase at the land-office one hundred and sixty
acres, and pay one-fourth of the purchase-money, and looking to the land to reward your
pains with the means of discharging the other three-fourths as they become due, in two, three,
and four years.

You will build a house with fifty dollars ; and you will find it extremely comfortable and
convenient, as it will be really and truly yours.

Two horses will cost, with harness and plough, one hundred.

Cows, and hogs, and seed corn, and fencing, with other expenses, will require the remain-
ing two hundred and ten dollars.

This beginning, humble as it appears, is affluence and splendor, compared with the
original outfit of settlers in general. Yet no man remains in poverty, who possesses even
moderate industry and economy, and especially of time.

You would of course bring with you your sea-bedding and store of blankets, for you will
need them on the Ohio ; and you should leave England with a good stock of wearing apparel.



Your luggage must be composed of light articles, on account of the costly land-carriage from
the eastern port to Pittsburg, which will be from seven to ten dollars per 100lb. nearly six-
pence sterling per pound.

A few simple medicines of good quality are indispensable, such as calomel, bark in
powder, castor oil, calcined magnesia, and laudanum : they may be of the greatest importance
on the voyage and journey, as well as after your arrival.

Change of climate and situation will produce temporary indisposition, but with prompt
and judicious treatment, which is happily of the most simple kind, the complaints to which
new comers are liable are seldom dangerous or difficult to overcome, provided due regard has
been had to salubrity in the choice of their settlement, and to diet and accommodation after
their arrival. With

best regards,
I remain, &c.

•

(To A Friend in France.)

MY DEAR SIR, Feb. 28, 1818.

I LEFT England a month earlier than I had calculated on. The importance of the under-
taking had rendered me proportionably industrious in preparing for it ; thus I found myself in
a state of forwardness with my little arrangements, that enabled me to accept the offer of an
agreeable captain, with the entire accommodations of a fine vessel. This made the voyage
easy, and even pleasant, to the females of our party. Before my departure I put your com-
mission in good train, as I hope you discovered.

It was not until I arrived in this remote region that I saw the great utility of the litho-
graphic art, and, when it was too late, I regretted that we did not bring out such a knowledge
of it as might be applied to practice : if we had the art in detail, we should find artists. Many
objects of natural history are constantly presenting themselves, which this would enable us to
preserve by drawings, and communicate ad libitum to our distant friends. It is peculiarly
adapted to the state of things here, and I shall avail myself of your friendship in order to
obtain it for our infant colony.

You will receive this through my bookseller in London, with a small volume, giving some
particulars of this country, and of our pilgrimage. From it you will learn where we are, and I
hope you will, as early as possible, put it in my power to aid your economical museum. The
catalogue and list of desiderata you promised me, must now be forwarded by way of
Philadelphia.

We are here in the substantial enjoyment of those rights, which have been torn from you
before you well understood their value ; and which my unhappy country has relinquished one
by one, under the fond hope of saving the remainder : like the crew of a sinking ship throw-
ing overboard the cargo.

Liberty is no subject of dispute or speculation among us backwoods men : it is the very
atmosphere we breathe. I now find myself the fellow-citizen of about nine millions of
persons, who are affording a sober and practical confutation of those base men, who would



pass for philosophers, and have dared to call this unalienable birthright of every human being
a visionary scheme.

In passing from theory to practice, I have experienced no diminution of my love for free-
dom ; but I hate tyranny more cordially, and I want language to express the loathing I feel for
personal slavery : practised by freemen it is most detestable. It is the leprosy of the United
States ; a foul blotch which more or less contaminates the entire system, in public and in
private, from the president’s chair to the cabin of the hunter.

It is not the states alone where slavery is established by law, that are suffering under this
outrageous insult upon humanity ; the bitter inheritance of former injustice exists in all, in the
profligacy of the black population, the free people of colour, degraded in public opinion (and
therefore degraded and depraved in character) by the complexion which the God of nature has
given them. It is also exemplified even in the eastern states, as I am informed, where the
practice of keeping slaves has been long discontinued, in erroneous notions of the relations of
master and servant, in a way which interferes greatly with domestic comfort.

In the slave states, the negro is not the only object of commiseration : I have learnt, from
the most unquestionable testimony, that every class of the white population is more or less
corrupted by idleness, extravagance, and debauchery. These evils are generally acknow-
ledged and deplored, and it is probable that, ere many years have passed, a remedy, mild as
the case will admit, must be applied by a wise and strong legislature ; or some dreadful
eruption will bring about a cure, arising out of the evil itself.

When my thoughts turn towards Europe, which you may well suppose to be their prevail-
ing bias, it is not this lamentable flaw in the political and domestic system of our republic
which can prevent my longing to see around me, and partaking of the good which so much
preponderates, many estimable friends who remain under difficulties far greater than those we
have escaped from.

How fare those friends whom I had the pleasure of seeing first at your house, and from
whom I afterwards experienced so much kindness ? How gladly would I prepare a refuge for
them here ! These are not words of course, meaning nothing, or nothing beyond civility. I
have both the will and the means of providing a home for them, should they need it ; and at
all events, I could aid them in establishing themselves. And our excellent friend the Abbé
—— , and the family at the Grange : how admirably this climate would suit them. You would
gratify me much by giving me their news, and also by presenting to them my most cordial
remembrances. Great distance, instead of slackening, draws tighter the attachments of good
men, a rank which it is baseness not to aspire to : allow me, therefore, to consider my
acquaintance with you in Europe to be improved into friendship, now that I am an Illinois
farmer. Under this impression I not only tax you with this long letter, but I beg to hear from
you when you can find a conveyance for Philadelphia. Four of my family are with me, two
sons and two daughters, who will all be Americans.

I am yours sincerely.



•

(To A Gentleman of Philadelphia.)

SIR, March 2, 1818.

I have only this day received your letter of December 25, owing to interruptions in the
carriage of the mails, which have incommoded us greatly.

I shall reply to your inquiries as they occur. The first materials for the buildings on a new
settlement in this country are, almost without exception, logs.

The plan generally adopted, by those who propose eventually to establish themselves in
brick, is to construct such log cabins for their temporary abode, as may afterwards be
applicable to other useful purposes.

The expense of these, as of all other buildings, is in a great degree optional ; you may
make them snug and agreeable dwellings.

A range of cabins I am now preparing for my family will contain ten apartments. The mere
building is performed by contract for two hundred and fifty dollars ; when finished they will
cost about eight hundred dollars ; but the doors and windows, and the floors and ceilings
(both of plank), are to form a part of our future habitation.

We have lime-stone and sand-stone suitable for building, and plenty of brick earth ; thus
we abound in excellent materials. Labourers may now be procured at from seventy-five cents
to one dollar per day ; but I presume, the number is so small, that new comers must not rely
on obtaining them at that price, unless emigrants of that description accompany them.

Household furniture is to be procured at a moderate price, and pretty well made. The
woods furnish cherry and black walnut, and probably various other kinds of timber suitable
for cabinet-making ; and workmen of that description are not very rare. Beds and bedding
should be brought out. Kitchen furniture is found at the stores. Groceries in general have been
received from your city or Baltimore, now they come from New Orleans : coffee is about
forty cents per pound ; sugar, from twenty-two to fifty cents ; tea, two dollars fifty cents ; salt
is found or made in abundance, and of good quality, in various parts of the west-ern country.
Vast quantities of pork and beef are cured for the southern market.

The demand for all the necessaries of life increases so rapidly, that the supply does not
always keep pace with it ; and those who want money or foresight are sometimes compelled
to pay high prices. High prices stimulate the producer, supply is increased, and the articles
soon recover their due level, until a similar cause operates in again occasioning a temporary
scarcity. Thus salt, which might be afforded at seventy-five cents per bushel, now sells at two
dollars and upwards.

On the subject of lands in our neighbourhood, my engagements to my friends preclude my
offering you any that I have taken up, but I shall be happy to give you such information, on
your visit into this country, as I have obtained.

I would certainly advise you, as you suggest, to bring with you store of garden seeds, they
are light and not bulky ; and though many useful vegetables are met with in the gardens here,
their seeds are not be got with so little trouble as bringing them.



Steam-boats are beginning to ply on the Wabash ; and before many months, our river will
probably turn out one or more of her own.

If you have serious intentions of settling in this part of the western country, you will first
visit it of course. You may rely on my desire to give you every assistance which my situation
will allow.

I am, Sir,

your obedient servant.

•

(To An English Gentleman Now in America.)

SIR, March 2, 1818.

I have only this day received your letter of the 24th December, owing to an excessive
derangement in the mail department of this western country, which, however, is now likely to
meet with adequate correction.

Though a stranger to you, I am greatly interested in the account you give of your
sentiments and views, and shall feel sincere pleasure in promoting the latter.

For this end, I recommend your visiting our infant settlement as early as you can this
spring. You may go from Philadelphia by stage to Pittsburg, from thence the Ohio will con-
duct you to Shawnee-Town, where you will be directed to us. The distance from Shawnee-
Town to our prairie is about fifty miles.

There are continual opportunities of passing down the Ohio, which is certainly the easiest
and cheapest mode of travelling ; but you may perhaps prefer taking the journey from
Pittsburg on horseback as we did, in which case I would advise you to take the same route ;
viz. by Wheeling to Chilicothe and Cincinnati, from thence through Indiana to Vincennes.

This would afford you an extensive view of the country, and enable you to form com-
parisons that might contribute to your final satisfaction and contentment in the choice that
you shall make. This is a consideration worthy your attention.

Every situation on this globe, I believe, has its disadvantages, a something which you
would wish otherwise. There are, moreover, as you are well aware, very many small
privations inseparable from the condition of early settlers ; and a journey of five hundred
miles through the woods of Ohio and Indiana is excellent discipline for an inhabitant of an
old country, preparatory to his assuming that character. He will be capable of appreciating his
advantages of situation, and will not be so apt to attribute inconveniences, which he could
escape no where, to local evils of his own (as he would then deem it) unhappy lot.

Many people spend the best part of their lives in roaming over this vast country in quest of
a happy spot, which they never find ; flying from nuisances which might be removed, or
obviated, or even supported with half the labour and suffering they experience in making their
escape from them, into circumstances probably as bad or worse.

I invite you to see the spot where we have pitched our tent ; and I sincerely hope that you
may fix yours in our neighbourhood, and that we may be serviceable and agreeable to each



other, finding a cheerful retreat from the bustle of the world, of which I am as weary, I pre-
sume, as you are. Taking all things into consideration, I prefer it to any I have seen or heard
of, and looking at it now with a favourable eye, as I wish to do, I see new advantages con-
tinually arising before me.

In reply to your inquiry about the disposal of part of the lands I have entered, I think you
may suit yourself as well at the land-office as by taking such as I could spare, even at the
government price.

I have sons to settle, for whom I wish to reserve farms near to mine ; and I have made
particular engagements with some few other individuals whom I expect from England, which
I think will leave nothing very eligible at present in my power to offer you.

The earlier your visit, the better will be your opportunity of selection, as the public attent-
ion is turned considerably towards our district.

Should you, as you hint, come round by New Orleans, Shawnee-Town is still your
landing-place. Your voyage up from New Orleans, by steam, will be about a month. Steam-
boats are passing continually. A gentleman, who is just come down the Ohio, saw ten new
ones on the stocks at different ports on the river.

You inquire what commission I should charge if I purchased land for you ? If funds are
provided, I dare sav the commission is moderate : no doubt there is a customary charge, but I
have not heard it. It would be a task I should undertake with reluctance, to choose a situation
for another, but my opinion you shall have gratis. If I purchase for you, being a matter of
business, I should, make the customary demand upon you for my services ; and on this point I
shall take care to inform myself and you of the amount before a step is taken.

I am, Sir,

your friend and servant.

LETTER XIX.

DEAR SIR, March 18, 1818.

I HAVE received from Mr. ——. of Philadelphia, a credit for six hundred pounds sterling
on your account ; and by a letter from Mr. ——. I learn that it is your wish that I should
invest that sum in land for you in the neighbour-hood of our settlement : it is very agreeable
to me to receive this commission, though (for reasons which I shall explain to you on some
part of this large sheet) I shall not execute it.

It shews me that your heart is with us, and that you will follow in due season, when that tie
shall be loosened which filial duty will not allow you to sever. In the mean time there will be
collecting, on and around our “ English prairie,” a society which I am already enjoying by
anticipation.

In this country they build “ cob houses ;” a “ cob” is the interior part of a head of Indian
corn after the grains are stripped off ; with these cobs, which are lying about every where,
structures are raised by the little half Indian brats, very much like our “ houses of cards,”
whose chief merit lies in their tumbling down before they are finished ; or like castles in the
air, which are built by most people in every country under the age of fifty.



But my anticipations regarding our English prairie are neither cob houses, nor card
houses ; nor, I think, castles in the air, for the last weighty reason, the age of the architect :
and for a reason still more substantial, viz. our social building is begun on a firm and good
foundation, and with good materials.

And now I come (quitting all metaphor) to your commission. I will purchase for you a
section of land, 640 acres, for which I shall give, by paying the whole amount down, only
1036 dollars, or 1 dollar 62 cents per acre ; and the remainder of your remittance I shall hold
at your disposal, to purchase land if you please where we do not desire to see inhabitants.
This section I shall reserve for you, in the full belief that you will come and settle amongst us.
If I were to lay out the whole six hundred pounds in the usual way of entering land, by paying
the first instalment of half a dollar per acre, it would cover more than eight square miles ; and
on your arrival a few years hence to take possession of your estate, instead of finding yourself
in a circle of perhaps thirty prosperous families, you would have to settle in a desert of your
own creating. Had I executed half the commissions of this kind which have been proposed to
me, I must have contented myself with “ cob houses,” instead of those delightful and
reasonable hopes of a happy society round our English prairie, in which I believe no one can
sympathize more fully than yourself.

I don’t want anAgrarian law to define the limit of every man’s estate ; but it is plain that if
we pre-occupy the land, we must live by ourselves. Our colony must, to be prosperous, or
indeed to have an existence worthy the name, be composed of persons who own the land they
cultivate, and cultivate the lands they own. If any of us have funds to spare, and choose to
invest them in land, it must not be on our own settlement. I have taken up far more than I have
any intention of retaining, merely to exclude speculations which would frustrate our views.

If Mr. ——, has not embarked before this reaches you, I request you to inform him that I
decline a compliance with his wish, which was communicated to me at the same time with
yours, for the same reasons. On his arrival he will, I doubt not, see the propriety of my con-
clusion, which is formed on the supposition of his and your intention being to hold these large
tracts as permanent estates. If he thinks differently from me, he will of course pursue his own
plan, and also communicate to you his reasons, and then if you choose you can do the like.

Our application to Congress has not succeeded, which renders it more desirable to make
room for our countrymen, many of whom are directing their steps to this place.

I wrote to you in June, in November, and again in January. The November letter gave you
a pretty circumstantial detail of my own plans, and in particular I informed you of the size of
my intended farm, which would seem inconsistent with the sentiments I have just expressed.
But I hope soon to be reduced within moderate limits, by providing farms out of that tract for
some of my sons : when I have laid off good farms for them, my actual occupation will be
confined, as I now wish it to be, to a very moderate extent.

A naval establishment occupies our attention at present. WeAmericans must have a navy.
We are forming two pirogues out of large poplars, with which we propose to navigate the
Wabash ; by lashing them together, and laying planks across both, we shall have a roomy
deck, besides good covered stowage in both, and take a bulky as well as a heavy cargo. And
we hope to have a shipping port at the mouth of Bonpas, a considerable stream which falls
into the Wabash at the point where the latter makes a bold bend to the west, and approaches
within a few miles of our prairie.



The subject of advancing the price of public lands has been before Congress.

I shall annex the report of a committee, to which it was referred, and which was acceded
to. It contains interesting details, and general information of great importance.

A space exceeding, perhaps tenfold, the amount of lands in cultivation, still remains
unappropriated ; and such is the natural anxiety to possess land, and the facility with which
that inclination may be satisfied in this country (a state of things likely to remain much the
same for ages), that here will always be a scarcity of efficient circulating capital, which is
valuable in proportion to its scarcity.

The merchant invests his profits, and the professional man his savings, in the purchase of
uncultivated lands. The farmer, instead of completing the improvement of his present posses-
sions, lays out all he can save in entering more land. In a district which is settling this
speculation is said to pay on the average, when managed with judgment, fifteen per cent who
then will submit to the toils of agriculture, further than bare necessity requires, for fifteen per
cent ? Or who would loan his money, even at fifteen per cent, when he can obtain that interest
by investing it in land ? Thus every description of men, almost every man, is poor in convert-
ible property.

I think this country affords abundant opportunities of applying capital more profitably, as
well as more agreeably, than in the possession of large tracts of uncultivated land. Take as
much of it as you can use and enjoy, but no more. Keep your capital in activity, and within
your power ; and you will soon see that two dollars of ready money are worth more than an
acre of wilderness.

These are impressions made on my mind by surrounding circumstances, and if they prove
correct, it will be good for us in our- new settlement to be influenced by them.

I remain, dear Sir,

sincerely yours.
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