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The Britannia, 125 feet long. Number of persons on board : 27 engaged on the vessel, in-
cluding the Captain, two mates, two cooks, two stewards and a carpenter, with nine
passengers, making, with 152 steerage passengers, a total of 188.
The Captain, Wm. Sketchley, an experienced seaman having crossed the Atlantic 132
times—very attentive to the wants of the steerage.

List of passengers :
Mr. Bassnett from Preston, has been a good deal in Canada, also in the West Indies and
Holy Land.

Mr. Hamilton, a clergyman of the Irish Epis., decrepit easy Christian.

Mr. Grindrod, a Methodist preacher going to Kingston as a president from England, pos-
sessing more activity and apparent piety.

Captain Kenney, an officer on half-pay, had seen a good deal of high life.

Mr. Cayley, a good-looking but rather coxcomical young man, he and his parents had
resided at St. Petersburg.

Mr. Webster, a native of the West Indies and had resided there several years, his father
more than 30 years, now resided at Cheltenham.

Mr. Seaton, an American, had crossed the Atlantic several times and also been in the West
Indies.

Mr. Jackson, of Barnsley, rather deaf, but seemed to have more money than wit ; he and
his two brothers carry on an extensive manufactory of linen and woollen business.

•

Diary of a journey
to America
in 1834

Thursday, May 1st, 1834.

LEFT home quarter past 10 accompanied by my three friends, Mr. Baker, Mr. John Dean,
and Cousin Peter Heywood. Took a walk to the Prince’s Dock [1] ; found my berth situated
near the foot of the staircase. Thence we proceeded to Mr. Thornley’s office and met with the
kindest attention. Received several letters of introduction and valuable information ; re-
commended me to take dollars ; sent a clerk with me to the money exchangers and also lent
me £150. Just then I saw James Turner pass by ; he got me the money in five minutes. After
dinner we drove down with 784 dollars in a bag sealed up, which I deposited in my port-



manteau. Embarked at 4 o’clock, got into the river and � before 6 were towed out by a
steamer going to Dundalk. The steamer left us at half-past nine P.M. near the floating lights.
Charged £18. 18. 0.; went to tea � past 8, found nine passengers. Had a good deal of con-
versation with one of them, an American, who seemed to be acquainted with all the packets.
Said he supposed the Britannia cost 40,000 dollars. Called a vessel old after ten years. An-
other passenger had been in Egypt and seemed familiar with most parts of America ; thought I
should have ample time in two months to see the most interesting parts of America, in-
cluding Canada. Recommended a covering during the night to guard against the mosquitoes.
Went to bed about eleven. Slept in drawers and stockings with a night-shirt in addition, there
being rather scanty narrow bed clothes. The sea placid so as to allow getting comfortably to
bed.

Friday, May 2nd.

Had a good night, wakened by the crowing of cocks, etc. Our live stock very considerable,
consisting of a cow for milk, sheep, turkeys, geese, ducks, hens, etc. Got up at 6�, a fine
morning. Breakfast at 8, of fish, beef, mutton, omelettes, tea and coffee. A file of New York
papers had been left in the night by an American packet. Found the steerage passengers had a
place like the Black Hole of Calcutta, the foolish people not consenting to have their trunks,
etc., removed below.

Began reading “ ATour through Canada.” Found one of the passengers going out to assist
at a Methodistic Conference in Canada. This forenoon the Captain told the helmsman to go
north about. The wind became favourable. We left the Welsh coast and came along side of the
Isle of Man or rather the Calf. Did not attend lunch and had not much relish for dinner.
Munched one of mother’s cakes and took tea which I liked very much. Had a pleasant chat in
the evening ; was informed about the watches which are reckoned from twelve at noon ring-
ing every half hour till four, making what is called eight bells ; then begins again. Retired to
rest about half past ten. Soon after being in my berth found considerable heaves 6 or 8 times,
then still whilst I counted 20 or 25, then again heaving as before. This is occasioned by what
are called the Swells.

Saturday, May 3rd.

Had another good night ; rose soon after seven, found ourselves within 3 miles of the coast
of Ireland with Cantyre on our right. Heard the Captain speak a vessel going to Liver-pool
telling them to report us all well. Breakfasted very well but soon returned upon deck as we
expected soon to lose sight of land. A pretty stiff gale about ten which threw the vessel a good
deal on one side. Continued in sight of Ireland till past five when the land and we parted for
some weeks. About this time I became qualmish and went to the stern to see if I could hasten
the catastrophe by putting down my fingers ; this did not avail, therefore I descended to open
my store of camomile and black currants ; no sooner was this accomplished than I be-came
sick three or four times. I then undressed and rolled into my berth and slept 3 or 4 hours. The
ship rolled very much and the water I heard splashing by ; it seemed sometimes as if actually
going over. Two interesting circumstances occurred last night. I dreamed that my father was
actually alive and in his better way. A poor redbreast made his appearance on the vessel—
how he had come there we did not know. What must be the situation of the poor steerage
passengers, about 100 adults and a numerous set of children ? A very happy circum-stance for
us rather than the proprietors is that we have only nine passengers, so each can have a double
berth to himself, a very great comfort indeed, especially when it becomes warm weather.



Sunday, May 4th.

Passed a tolerable night ; attempted to get up to breakfast, but found myself obliged to
hurry back to my berth and did not attempt to rise till twelve, and then unable to shave. Sat
sometimes in the sunshine and sometimes in the small house, unable to walk and fearful of
descending. Took only a little bread and a sip of brandy and water. Descended about 7 to tea,
but obliged to hurry into my berth when I vomited, then drank a cup of tea. Last night I
dreamed that I actually saw my dear father alive and cheerful. Several birds resembling
sparrows flew about the ship and seemed as if they had made an error in their reckoning as
they must be nearly four hundred miles from land. I cannot but deeply sympathise with the
steerage passengers so crowded, whilst with every attention I cannot but think my own
situation miserable.

Monday, May 5th.

A pretty good night, but did not rise till ten as I felt sickly. Managed to shave without a
glass. Sickly all day and unable to take exercise. Sat in the upper house with a quantity of
flannel around my feet ; urged by the Captain to take a little chicken broth, did so and to my
great surprise found some relish. I also partook of a little chicken ; sick several times ; de-
scended about 7 ; again sick, got a cup of tea, took two of the pills. Found my feet very cold,
rubbed them warm. Sipped of the currant tea and felt very comfortable.

Morning dawn, crowing of cocks, 7� bell rung round the cabin. 8 breakfast ; coffee, tea,
beefsteak, mutton-chops, etc. 12 lunch ; shins of beef, tongue, etc. 3 dinner ; soup, fish, fowls,
beef, mutton, pies, puddings, dessert, oranges, nuts, French plums. 7 tea.

Tuesday, May 6th.

Rise soon after seven. Shaved again without glass, walked on deck, got breakfast in the
upper house with my two clerical friends. Talked about the miseries of Ireland which they
both ascribed to the bad effects of popery, which Mr. Hamilton said continued in a worse state
than in any other part of the world ; one great proof was that the evils were worse in Munster.
When I mentioned France, they said infidelity prevailed there, which I admitted to be the case
in the large cities. Dined above with the two ecclesiastics. A good deal of rain with little wind.
Then blew fair but very cold. An attempt made to put up a stove but one of the pipes was
missing. Found myself able to read a little ; commenced with Watson’s “ Life [2],” belonging
to Mr. Grindrod. Many gulls flying behind the vessel ; a ship in sight north-wards. A poor hen
escaped from the pen and remained shivering at the stern ; on attempting to get her she flew
off and fell into the sea and thus escaped having her throat cut by getting drowned ; we saw
her floating a long way. Hope to have got over my sickness. This evening we all appeared
below at tea, being the first time since Saturday morning, the sickness con-tinuing from
Saturday evening to Tuesday morning. Watched the Captain and Mr. Seaton play chess. No
great skill displayed.

Wednesday, May 7th.

Passed a pretty good night with some curious dreams. Well enough to shave by means of a
glass. Made an error in reckoning the watch bells. On deck at half-past six. Found we had not
progressed much, the wind unfavourable. No tides here, but assisted by the current make
about two knots per hour. About ten an improved N.E. wind which continued most of the day.
Cough nearly gone, sickness also, breakfasted pretty well and dined heartily. I and my two
clerical friends ordered two bottles of champagne. About two observed a vessel ahead near-
ing us. Came up soon after five, proved the A—— from Havannah bound to St. Petersburgh



and had been out 42 days ; asked us whence we came and whither bound, also the longitude.
Then each parted bidding the other a good voyage. The first really happy day I spent at sea.
All the crew appeared to be recovered excepting a Welshman and his wife who could not be
prevailed on to leave their hammocks ; could not speak a word of English. Found the steerage
passengers very respectable poor people from Lancashire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire,
Cheshire, Westmoreland and Yorkshire, some with a pretty good property which they found
regularly diminishing. A theological debate with Mr. Hamilton. Read part of Lander’s [3]
“ Travels in Africa.”

Thursday, May 8th.

Slept well, rose at seven, dressed and shaved without difficulty, but I forgot to rinse out
my mouth with water according to my invariable practise. Very cold with stiff breeze, going
about 8 knots per hour. At dinner a warm discussion about the state of Ireland. I contended
that agitation could only prevail where there was distress. See the state of America ; what
could D. O’Connell do there ? About 5 we had what is called a squall of wind. I went on deck
and found the vessel on one side, and scudding steadily through the foaming deep. Gulls still
accompanying the ship as if expecting a wreck. So cold, 51°, that I remained a good deal
below, read nearly 200 pages in Fergusson’s [4] “ Tour in Canada.” The Britannia 125 feet
long.

Wines, etc., on board furnished by the steward at the following prices :

Madeira wine per bottle $1.50
Sherry ” ” 1.50
Port ” ” 1.25
Claret per bottle 1.25
Champagne per bottle 2
Hock or Moselle per bottle 1.50
Brandy, Gin, Rum, or Whisky (per bottle) 1
Punch, Cherry Brandy or Rum Cordial) ”
Porter per bottle 0.37�
Cider ” .25
Soda Water ” .12�
Saratoga ” .25

Friday, May 9th.

Did not rise till the tinkling of the bell. Had not rested well the first two or three hours,
cold feet, and afterwards a good deal of rolling and pitching of the vessel. The conversation
this morning at breakfast chiefly on the expense of dress. Mr. Seaton showed us a stout box
coat charged ten guineas which was pronounced very cheap, though I cannot but suppose the
same might be had at Bolton for £6. 6. o. Mr. S. said that 400 dollars was not unusually paid
in America. The wind still from the north and therefore favourable, but still very cold. After
dinner played three games at chess with Mr. Seaton and lost them all. Learned from one of
the seamen that the Britannia is about seven years old, and is expected to continue as a packet
about two years longer. Squally again towards night with a good deal of heaving. Tried
fishing but not successful. After reading a few pages in Watson’s “ Life” I went to rest soon
after ten. One of the sails appeared old and to have a small hole, as the wind increased it
enlarged and presently went into ribbands.



Saturday, May 10th.

Had a very restless night. After 1 o’clock the ship rolled tremendously and between one
and two I heard a considerable bump, the vessel lurched and we shipped a heavy sea, that is
the water flowed over us. I continued in a state of great suspense hearing all sorts of things
tumbling about and my looking glass dashed on to me in my berth ; put my knees against one
side and my back to the other to prevent being tumbled out. For the first time began to regret
coming. Often near asleep and then the vessel so much on one side I could not help fearing it
going over. Not being able to sleep I got up before seven A.M. Found the sea very greatly
agitated and the atmosphere thick as if occasioned by the foam. Looked over the stern and
observed two gulls in pursuit of anything we might throw away. The ocean has the appear-
ance of hills and vales and the heaving on one side I found was occasioned by going up the
sides of the hills. Felt qualmish but took some breakfast. After reading Watson’s “ Life” I
turned again into bed till near one P.M. Then went on deck ; four disagreeables, cold, no wind
and that wrong, rain, and rather sickly. An elderly sailor at the helm said we had a strong gale
in the night ; but at this time of year it was not much minded and told me it was quite impos-
sible for the ship to go over on one side. Fourteen dismal dirty looking geese turned out to
promenade the deck. Saw a ship yesterday. The gale again increased towards evening and I
feared a poor night. A very good pancake half way across the Atlantic.

Sunday, May 11th.

Had a better night, being greatly relieved by the assurance of the impossibility of the ship
being blown on one side. Remained awake several hours and afterwards found it assist to lie
on one’s back when the ship is rolling. Whilst on deck the sea suddenly broke over the side. I
escaped by means of the boat hung over the side. Mr. Jackson got a complete drenching. After
breakfast I proposed having a religious service which was assented to, and our clerical
friends promised to conduct it. At eleven we had the Church of England Service read by Mr.
Hamilton, Mr. Grindrod acting as clerk and also closing the service by an appropriate prayer,
alluding to our peculiar situation and praying for a safe voyage ; and also those in the other
parts of the vessel, also the Captain and family. It was intended to have a sermon preached to
the whole crew in the afternoon, but the weather proved too cold. The Captain said we had
made three degrees of latitude since noon the day before ; would not admit that we had got
half way but thought in a day or two we should want the hatch windows opened. No ship or
porpoises to be seen of all day.

Monday, May 12th.

Passed a good night. About five we seemed quite becalmed, but were glad to find this not
the case, the breeze had continued moderately through the night. Sensibly warmer and con-
sequently most of the steerage passengers appeared on deck. Much pleased with a number of
porpoises swimming alongside of us for a mile or two. A good deal of talk with Captain
Kenney about the English nobility, etc., and also with Captain Sketchley, who said he had
been more than 40 years at sea, chiefly between Liverpool and New York. His family resides
in Liverpool on account of Mrs. S. who could not bear the extremes of the American climate.
Find fresh faces on board, most of them have part of their family already gone to America.

Tuesday, May 13th.

Passed a pretty good night though the ship rolled a good deal at times ; and I found the sea
a good deal agitated. The wind continued to blow hard all day, the vessel rising and falling 10
or 12 yards. Sometimes one side nearly down at the water’s edge, and rising up out of boiling
foam. Early in the evening the dead-lights [5], those at the stern, were made up lest a sea



should rush through ; the same with the skylights. The Captain said the gale was very unusual
at this season of the year ; talked of the vessel being more uneasy than she used to be. Captain
Kenney now appeared on deck. During dinner two ducks and sauce were suddenly swept
across the table and most of it thrown upon Mr. Cayley. Towards evening the sky be-came
darker and the storm likely to increase during the night ; this we found the case and about ten
we rolled tremendously ; we all seemed depressed ; no cards, not much reading ; a few
conundrums, etc.
Wednesday, May 14th.

Had a restless night not sleeping till four, when more sail was hoisted that steadied the
vessel and I rested comfortably till half past seven. Nobody but I and Mr. Grindrod seemed to
have been inconvenienced. A delightful change, the wind more favourable and the sea lower,
the sun shining. A game called Shuffleboard was introduced with trenchers about 1� inch
thick and 10 in. diameter, counting thus, and the trenchers could be slided within the lines ;—
claret—2 bottles of champagne being the wagers or results of the game. About twelve I went
to lie down, having had so little sleep. Whilst down a ship passed to the west of us. Played
two games at Chess with the Captain who beat me though I had quite the game and could
have taken his Queen. As heretofore, if successful I became careless, and if the con-trary too
much depressed. Stopt up with the card party till after eleven. No gulls to be seen.

Thursday, May 15th.

Had a pleasant night, found little wind and that not favourable ; in fact they tell me we are
not nearing N.Y. Finished Watson’s “ Memoirs” 667 octavo pages ; a good reply to those who
have attempted a defence of slavery from O. and N. Testament. Spent the day very delight-
fully, being so warm that we preferred the shade. The wind but light and not fair. Tried fish-
ing but not successful.

An old seaman who has been with the Britannia over three years says he never knew a
passage from England to America made in less than 30 days.

Played another game at chess with Mr. Seaton, had the worst of it, but called away to
dinner. Another play was putting the feet in a swing rope and trying how far they could go,
being then chalked on the deck.

After tea went on deck, a beautiful starlight night, a good deal of singing. Jackson had
ascended the rigging, was followed by one of the seamen who tied his legs. The usual penalty
followed—a bottle of rum ; he gave them two and the evening passed merrily.

Friday, May 16th.

Passed a very good night, the sea placid, but little wind and that adverse. The wind rising
but in no better direction. Played another game with Mr. Seaton, he giving me a Knight, still
unsuccessful. Had a slight headache, the atmosphere feeling very damp. Saw one of Mother
Carey’s chickens or petrel of the ocean ; it resembles a swallow and followed us some dis-
tance picking up some crumbs of bread thrown to it by the Captain.

The Mate says 28 days the shortest passage he ever made to America. At dinner a warm
discussion on the Duke of Newcastle doing “ what he liked with his own”; also the advantage
of colonies, also the large military and naval expenses. After dinner we fell in with a ship
from Vera Cruz to Bordeaux. The wind fair for the first time since we sailed. This evening
played another game with the Captain and lost. Went on deck and heard two songs.



Saturday, May 17th.

Had a good night. Dreamed that I had returned from Liverpool and could not get back in
time for sailing ; also that I had had three suits of clothes sent in. Was sorry to learn that the
wind had died away and that we had only made about 1� knots per hour. Two vessels seen at
a great distance ; about two they came within a mile of us ; others were also observed. Went
down and wrote a few lines ; the vessel did not come near enough for us to speak to them.
Another ship passed in the afternoon but more distant. At dinner Mr. Seaton said he had
known Madeira wine sell for more than eleven dollars a bushel. Very good pancakes indeed.
In the evening Mr. Seaton, talking of horses said he himself had two horses which he drove
eleven miles an hour for four successive hours ; also spoke of the great mercantile house of
Parish & Co., Hamburgh and New York. One of the steerage passengers informs me that there
are 102 in the fore steerage and 39 in the middle steerage.

Sunday, May 18th.

Had a pleasant night and rose before seven, and took out my better clothes to remind me
more effectually of Sunday. Found the wind had continued moderately favourable. A long
discussion at breakfast respecting smoking. Mr. Basnett said he had smoked thirty cigars for
thirty days together, and did not consider it hurtful when taken properly into the lungs. I con-
sidered it hurtful, and particularly as generally it was accompanied by drinking. A ship passed
us this morning. At half past ten the bell tolled for a religious service and seats were brought
on deck. Mr. Hamilton read the Church of England service, and Mr. Grindrod preached a
good practical sermon. In the evening the Captain proposed to have an evening service, which
was readily acceded to by Mr. Grindrod. Mr. H. read the evening service and Mr. G. preached
the sermon. In the morning service the prayer for the royal family had given offence to some
of the crew, and therefore on the recommendation of the Captain, the prayer was altered into
all chief magistrates and governors.

Monday, May 19th.

Dreamed a good deal and particularly about my late dear father, who is now still more in
my remembrance, and I have frequently to check the expectation of seeing him on my return.
A truly delightful morning with an improved breeze. Passed what is called a black fish [6]
Played a game with Mr. Bassnett and beat him. Amost delightful and favourable breeze con-
tinued. Immediately after dinner I observed a current of yellow water about the breadth of the
ship’s length, and about � or � mile on each side, and after passing over it I went to tell the
Captain who was just then looking over the side ; he made haste to the stern along with others
and he expressed very great surprise, almost seemed desirous to turn the vessel about to look
more closely. He had never seen the like before, and should have been alarmed had he seen it
at the head ; could only explain it by supposing that an iceberg with a quantity of mud had
melted in that neighbourhood [7]. Had fiddle and dancing particularly well done by the
steward, cook, and some of the sailors. Played another game at chess with Mr. B. and beat
him. Although we have had a good fair breeze all day we have not seen a single ship.

Tuesday, May 20th.

Had a good wind all night which continued till near ten, when a heavy shower of rain
came on and the wind became unfavourable. A ship seen at a distance ; passed two others
early this morning. The wind continued unfavourable all day, also colder so that we all ap-
peared depressed. Played two games with Mr. Bassnett and lost, then went on deck about ten
and found the wind abated, but quite ahead. The Captain said he was quite sick of it. The



curious phenomenon yesterday of the coloured water, is explained by some of the seamen
supposing it to be the spawn of a whale.

Much breakage of glasses at dinner ; my decanter tossed off the table and broken ; also a
tumbler and champagne glass. One gull seen yesterday and two stormy petrels follow us a
long way. A very dull day with all of us, partly occasioned by the unfavourable wind and
coldness. Had some affecting conversation with Mr. G. respecting my late dear father. A fine
evening, the wind changed and almost became a calm. The ship gradually turned round to get
on another tack.

Wednesday, May 21st.

Rested pretty well, but found we had made little way. A good deal of conversation at
breakfast respecting various kinds of fruit. America it seems is well supplied with tropical
fruit. Finished Lander’s “ Travels in Africa”; also read before Fergusson’s “ Canadian Tour.”
The breeze refreshing though not altogether favourable, much better than a calm. Mr.
Bassnett proposed as a wager, that he would throw doublets ones to sixes in succession in ten
minutes, which he accomplished in seven ; he also surprised us by taking up the dice by
means only of the boxes. The wind continued favourable all day. Played another game with
Mr. B. and lost it. Did not see a ship or fish throughout the day. Have great difficulty in pre-
venting myself from thinking of meeting my late dear father on my return.

Thursday, May 22nd.

Did not sleep so well though tolerably comfortable. Found the wind slight but for the first
time quite fair in a due east, all the sails squared and also the stunsail out. Saw a fish. The
wind about one, changed more south. A long sit and chat upon the helm house with Mr.
Grindrod. A very good breeze all day. Remarkable that we saw not a vessel all day excepting
before breakfast and at a great distance. Frequently do I find some trouble in checking the ex-
pectation of meeting again my dear father.

Friday, May 23rd.

Got up before six having not been able to sleep since 2 o’clock, such noises, pitching and
rockings as surely never were heard before. Found the sea greatly agitated and much foam. I
asked one of the seamen if he did not call this a stiff gale ; he said it was a fresh breeze. The
Captain admitted that it blew hard ; he was up all night. Cold all day and the wind quite con-
trary. Six or seven stormy petrels seen at once, and now and then a gull. Towards evening we
discerned a brig which we found was sailing before us ; she had little sail, and appeared to
wish to speak to us, but did not come sufficiently near. It has been one of the disagreeable
days, very cold with adverse wind and all our spirits depressed ; several of our passengers are
out of health. Mr. Webster complained of a boil on his ear ; also Mr. Jackson of earache ;
Captain Kenney has a bad cold, and Mr. Bassnett a bad digestion. In the morning the Captain
persuaded me to go to rest again and I lay down after dinner.

Saturday, May 24th.

I passed a much better night and got up at half past six ; was gratified to learn from the
Mate who is not usually encouraging, that we had been making way in the night ; pointed out
a vessel passing us on the east. The Captain is making his 132nd passage across the Atlantic,
say 62 voyages ; been at sea 45 years, 35 in the American trade. A very, very cold, though
sunny day. A score of petrels flying about. A day of business amongst the steerage passengers
exchanging provisions. Much warmer on deck after dinner. Had some conversation in French



with one of the sailors who is a Frenchman from Bordeaux. Been upon deck and greatly
pleased with the numerous petrels chirping on all sides of the ship. Find the seamen are only
engaged at New York to Liverpool and back, their wages paid during that time ; this is the
same even with the cook. The Captain every Saturday night sends a glass of whiskey to all
the cabin passengers.

Sunday, May 25th.

Passed the night very comfortably till six, when a sudden squall arose that tossed and
rolled us about exceedingly. On going upon deck the sea was much agitated, it rained so
heavily that I was obliged to descend. These sudden changes are not unusual in what is called
the Gulf Stream ; but I feel truly thankful that the storm did not come on earlier ; it continued
to blow hard all day. Seated at the stern watching the petrels and feeding them with bits of fat
mutton. A ship seen this morning and another in the evening. A fine rolling sea and warm
enough to sit out and enjoy it. The Church of England Service read in the cabin and a prayer
made by Mr. Grindrod.

Monday, May 26th.

Passed a comfortable night till five, when the vessel began to roll about. Got up before
seven, found a dead calm which was the cause of the motion, which continued all forenoon.

Amused myself with reading Mr. Bassnett’s voyage to Syria ; and also at looking at some
amusing caricatures of Cruickshank’s. The wind fair but very little of it, yesterday a gale but
in a wrong direction ; in fact we have only had once a really fair wind and that for a short
time. A great many gulls to be seen, most of them with pointed tails, and few petrels. Had we
gone over the banks we might have had some diversion in fishing, but the Captain was afraid
of encountering the ice.

In the Gulf there is not only a stream against us but generally very foggy weather and
changeable, either calms or storms. This has been a very unpleasant day, a calm with dull
hazy weather, no fish or ships, or even Mother Carey’s chickens, but only a few gulls. A good
deal of champagne taken to-day by Jackson, very foolish.

Tuesday, May 27th.

Passed a pretty good night though occasionally the ship rolled and pitched more than I ex-
pected. When I went upon deck I was agreeably surprised ; a very good wind from the north
bearing us on very well.

The scene diversified by a grampus [8] 8 to 10 feet long, and a flying fish which is rather
larger than a swallow. About ten spoke to a vessel from Jamaica to London. Finished reading
Basnett’s manuscript tour, Syria, Egypt, etc. Much depressed by the recollection of my dear
father’s departure ; told Mr. Grindrod the cause, which led to some serious and at the same
time consolatory remarks. At dinner Mr. Jackson enquired what was the matter, upon which
Mr. G. very kindly explained the cause. Commenced reading B. H.’s [9] Notes on Chili, Peru,
etc., he is a very pleasing and agreeable writer. The measles broke out about this time.

Wednesday, May 28th.

Passed a quiet night, found it raining which we fear may lead to a change of the wind
which still continues rather favourable. Continued heavy rain till nearly eleven then cleared
up and the wind increased, but not favourable taking us too much to the south instead of



crossing the Gulf Stream. It is usual to go over the banks of Newfoundland but the Captain
feared the icebergs. The Captain said if there was anything done by the Almighty which he
could wish altered it would be the Gulf Stream ; there is not only a current against us, but
great uncertainty as to calms and storms. Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy and her sister dined with us
to-day. Jackson more than usually foolish. Some of the passengers trying to put their legs
over an American flour cask, and so raise themselves over it upon their feet. Went upon deck
and was much pleased with the appearance of the sea ; the ship was sailing through liquid fire
; the sides of the vessel being quite illuminated with the foam, and the ocean was covered
apparently by fire occasioned by the breakers. Passed the day without seeing either sail or
fish.

Thursday, May 29th.
Passed another comfortable night, found we had been getting on pretty well ; nearly out of

the Stream with the intention of shooting across the first fair wind.

The wind continues pretty favourable. A child died aged nine months. A stone with two
lumps of iron are tied up to sink the child. At six the bell tolled, the little thing was placed
upon a door and when the Minister, Mr. H. came to that part of committing the body to the
deep it was slid off into the ocean and immediately disappeared, to be eaten by fish instead of
worms. The mother did not come upon deck, her name Johnson, has 7 or 8 other children
with her ; the husband I believe in America.

Jackson told the Captain last night that he lost his father last 29th May, surely this circum-
stance will help him to a little more steadiness but this was hardly the case, excepting as oc-
casioned by yesterday’s debauch. Mr. Seaton says bastardy is not so common in America but
always charged to the father. Mr. Cayley takes no exercise, says he never walks on ship, eats a
good deal of animal food ; a very bad system, either exercise or abstinence is essentially
necessary.

Friday, May 30th.

Passed another good night though dreaming more of home and the warehouse ; was de-
lighted to find a fair wind and that it had been the same during the night ; continued so all day
but the rolling of the ship on going to breakfast made me rather sickly most of the forenoon ;
in fact we pitched and tossed more than ever with heavy rain a good part of the day, so that
but for the wind being favourable we should consider it the most unpleasant day we have
had ; no ships, no fish or anything to divert the tedium.

This morning two of the sails were torn to ribbands. Frequent jelly-like substances floating
on the ocean of various colours formed like a cockscomb commonly called Portuguese men-
of-war.

Saturday, May 31st.

Another good night, found the wind favourable but not much of this most of the night. A
warm political discussion ; I stated that America and not Dan O’Connell was the great
political agitator. Speaking of the immense salaries paid in England I said the Government
was more in fault in granting them, it being only human nature to receive. Captain Kenney
said he should like to subscribe to send the radicals out of the country. I thought it would be
better to employ the subscriptions in getting all the democrats away. A dense mist continued
on the surface of the ocean till eleven, when it suddenly disappeared. A ship discovered by
Mr. Grindrod.



I cannot forget that this is the anniversary of the interment of my dear father. Finished the
second volume of Hall’s “ Journal of a Voyage to Chili, etc.” Learned from Captain Kenney
that the journey from London to Moscow by Hamburgh, Lübeck, St. Petersburgh may be
done in a week for about £34; that there is no difficulty with regard to passports, but that you
must advertise every district visited in the “ St. Petersburgh Gazette,” and that you are
leaving there in three weeks ; you can then stop that time but no longer in one place. At
dinner we had some interesting discussion on phrenology, and also respecting future punish-
ment and the different degrees ; the latter I was glad to find was the creed of Mr. G. between
whom and Mr. B. the conversation was carried on. On going on deck I was surprised to find
that the Captain did not approve of such discussions.

Sunday, June 1st.

Passed a very comfortable night ; found we had at length crossed the Gulf Stream ;
sensibly colder. The wind had not been favourable since last night. A very considerable mist
occasioned by the warm water in the Stream coming in contact with the cold atmosphere very
cold.

The morning service according to the Church of England read by Mr. H. but not so many
present on account of the cold again in the evening with a sermon from Mr. G. from John,
14th chap., 15th verse, “ If ye love me keep my commandments.” Captain K. said he did not
consider himself a gambler though he had lost i, 2, 3 or £400 a night ; once at Paris he lost a
good deal. Since then he had made it a rule not to give checks, but merely stake what he had
with him ; when he lost the large sums they were out of his winnings. Talked of some wines
that would not do for sea, port for instance ; had several bottles changed because not so clear.
This has been a disagreeable day, cold and a contrary wind ; all the crew seemed to be getting
out of spirits. Mr. Jackson said he cost his father £3000 for the 2� years he was learning the
spinning business ; he admitted he had been very gay.

Monday, June 2nd.

A very good night, dreamed of home and my intention of going again to America. De-
lighted to find the weather milder and the wind favourable; it continued thus all day ; rain
came on about three ; after dinner there was thick mist which continued all afternoon. Spent
several hours with the helmsman and others.

Mr. Jackson does business with Gore, Honiball and Harrison. Mentioned Coates with
whom they did as much as 10,000 pieces annually. Commenced reading “ The Refugee in
America,” a work by Mrs. Trollope [10] .

Tuesday, June 3rd.

Did not sleep, as in the early part of the evening feared we might run foul of some vessel,
and after four we had a good deal of rolling. On getting up I was greatly disappointed to find
the wind had been west all night, and also very cold indeed. Passed two fishing boats, also
saw the spouting of a whale every now and then like foam from a breaker. Several other fish-
ing boats seen on each side of us, engaged in cod fishing off the banks of Nova Scotia, so that
we are now within soundings.

Mr. Basnett mounted the rigging and saw land. The wind continued hard and cold ; by
“ hard” is meant that no change can be expected till it dies naturally away. Another child is
dead of the measles. Mr. Grindrod and I engaged in reading together “ The Refugee.” No fish



to be seen. The day has been very cold and comfortless, very unfavourable for the poor
children afflicted with measles.

Wednesday, June 4th.

Had a pleasant night, but found we had made little progress, the wind still unfavourable.
Another child dead of the measles. To reconcile the mother to interment in the deep, a coffin
was ordered. About one both children were placed upon a sort of door, where a part of the
bulwark had been taken away. Mr. G. officiated in consequence of Mr. H.'s indisposition, and
on committing them to the deep the coffin did not sink. A great many passengers ran im-
mediately to the stern whence it was observed for more than ten minutes, one passenger
protesting that he still saw it, after others had declared that it had sunk ; so that what was
intended as a kindness proved otherwise, as the other body had sunk instantly.

Almost a dead calm all day till half past six, but being so much warmer we were all in
better spirits. A most glorious sunset this evening. The cook considered to be very quarrel-
some ; quarrelled this evening with some of the sailors and got a bloody face. Jackson took
more to drink than usual. They continued playing at whist till after eleven.

Thursday, June 5th.
Got up at half past six, was delighted to find the wind had continued favourable all night.

After breakfast assisted the Captain in assorting 2430 letters, many of them double, treble,
etc., besides some hundreds of parcels, with a great many newspapers most of themWillmer
& Co. Immediately, i.e. half past eleven, a sudden squall came on, a great part of the sail was
immediately taken—in rain and much colder, also much rocking of the ship ; we have to be
thankful that it has happened now, rather than in the night and especially when nearer land.
Immediately after dinner one of the most terrible rolls we have ever had, I suppose more
glasses were broken this day than on any former one. About two we had quite a thunder storm
with very heavy rain. After dinner we went to the stern and had the most terrible heave, and
such a sea as we had never beheld before and all this at the end of the fifth week. Sounded
and found 40 fathoms, tried to fish for cod or hollypot (halibut) but not successful. Yesterday
a calm, to-day almost a hurricane. The wind went down about four but the sea continued
rolling ; in fact it must have blown harder from some other part to have raised the sea so
much.

Friday, June 6th.

Did not sleep much till after four in consequence of the ship rolling so much. Most truly
delighted to find that we had had favourable wind since eleven, and now with this wind from
N.E. which is likely to be more permanent we may fully expect to get in to-morrow. About
ten there came on a heavy squall which settled into a stiff breeze, so that it became necessary
to take in a good deal of sail ; a larger sea broke over than any I had yet seen. About two it
lessened and the sail was again increased. After dinner, about five, the delightful word
“ Land” was announced which made us all truly delighted. Immediately I went on deck and
was just able to discern the shore of Long Island. What a most agreeable contrast ; only this
morning a greater sea broke over the ship than I had seen before, and now at six we are sail-
ing in smooth water.

After the first transports of joy on seeing land, my feelings became saddened by the re-
collection of never again beholding my dear father, and these no doubt will be my sensations
when I get back to my native land. Another most glorious sunset, a cloud covering the upper
part of the low coast of Long Island, the lower part of the sun’s disk made it have the appear-



ance of a bright line for several seconds with beautiful clouds above, equal to any Italian sky I
have beheld.

Saturday, June 7th.

Amost delightful morning but hardly a breath of air to help us on. At noon another child
died and was interred. Very hot. The Jersey coast seen this morning. Mr. Seaton, a moderate
smoker, said he had used 56/- worth this voyage. Paid 4 dollars and 2/6 to steward also wine
bill 10 dollars and 60 cents. Mr. Jackson’s bill 77 dollars besides 16 lost at cards. Many ships
in sight and a good deal of the coast. Long Island a very low sandy shore. Unfavourable
breeze till after dinner when all at once it changed. A beautiful sight, 15 or 1 6 vessels on each
side, and one from Ireland filled with emigrants. An officer rowed by five men from a
revenue cutter boarded us a little before eight ; took an account of the cases of merchandize
and passengers ; he appeared a pleasant sharp-looking young man, Mr. Seaton said a
lieutenant. One of the seamen sounded ringing the number of fathoms. A little before ten a
pilot came on board, said they could not get down sooner for want of wind, had been towed
out some part by a steamer. Several pilots came in one boat, and brought two newspapers. Let
go the anchor soon after ten to stem the tide. The cow seemed to recognize the land, poking
out her head and snuffing the land breeze.

Sunday, June 8th.
A delightful morning ; found the anchor had been let down about half past six. A fine view

of Staten Island. The pilot says we are about 14 miles off the quarantine got Mr. Grindrod to
inform my friends per the Royal William, Londonderry, bound to Liverpool, that I had ar-
rived safe.

Many porpoises seen inside the Hook. So calm that we have to anchor to stem the tide. Mr.
Bassnett very ill : about two, became delirous. Saw a steam boat I proposed joining at the
expense, but Mr. Seaton seemed to think it could not be done without offending the Captain. I
ventured to mention it to him, mentioning Mr. B’s. illness. He said he could have no object-
ion and would join us. The flag was hoisted, but either he was previously engaged or refused
to assist us. Got into the boat hanging on the side of our ship and observed upwards of 40 sail
on each side of us. As we come close to the shore the cow lows. Many porpoises. Got on
shore at Staten Island at seven o’clock ; stept across the Hercules, an immense steamer ; the
land quite strange to my feet, the air quite fragrant and the grass delightfully green ; a large
vine with much bloom. Took tea with fifteen others, very good bread and butter, also turnips,
radishes, and strawberry preserves. Walked out and saw many fire-flies and heard all sorts of
noises from grasshoppers, frogs, etc. Went to the hospital for a doctor to attend Mr. B.

[1] Liverpool.
[2] Richard Watson (1781-1833), Wesleyan Minister.
[3] Richard Lemon Lander (1804-1834) accompanied Hugh Clapperton the African explorer
on his travels and wrote accounts of these.

[4] Adam Fergusson.
[5] Dead-lights = strong shutters made to fit the cabin window to prevent the water entering in
a storm.

[6] A fish caught on the rocky shores of New England (Tautoga Americana).
[7] See a description of this phenomena in the Nautical Mag. Oct. 1832.
[8] Grampus, a fish similar to a whale, but carnivorous.
[9] Presumably Basil Hall (1788-1844) who wrote books of his travels.
[10] Frances Trollope (1780-1863) wife of Thomas Anthony Trollope, writer and novelist ;
visited America 1827-30.
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