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IN�.ERYEV]��������-�LEH�XLI�LSRSYV�SJ�VIEHMRK�FIJSVI�XLI�7SGMIX]�E�WLSVX�TETIV�
GEPPIH�,MWXSVMGEP�7XEXMWXMGW�SJ�-VIPERH��-R�MX�-�WEMH��"Ireland is decreasing in wealth 
and population".�8LI�TVSTSWMXMSR�[EW�IEVRIWXP]�GSRXVSZIVXIH�F]�WIZIVEP�SJ�Q]�
JVMIRHW�MR�ERH�SYX�SJ�XLMW�7SGMIX]��ERH�XLI]�TVSZIH�XLI�VIZIVWI��[LMPWX�Q]�JVMIRH�
(V��,ERGSGO�HMH�QI�XLI�LSRSYV�GSQTPIXIP]�XS�VIJYXI�Q]�EWWIVXMSRW�MR�E�
KSZIVRQIRX�VITSVX�TVIWIRXIH�XS�XLI�0SVH�0MIYXIRERX�

-�FIPMIZI�XLI�EVKYQIRXW�EKEMRWX�Q]�ZMI[W�[IVI�GSRWMHIVIH�F]�E�KVIEX�RYQFIV�SJ�
TIVWSRW�MR�-VIPERH�XS�FI�WYGGIWWJYP��2S�KSZIVRQIRX�GER�FI�I\TIGXIH�XS�EHQMX�XLEX�
XLI�KSZIVRIH�GSYRXV]�MW�HIGVIEWMRK�MR�[IEPXL�ERH�TSTYPEXMSR��*SV�X[S�LYRHVIH�
ERH�JMJX]�]IEVW�-VIPERH�LEW�FIIR�TVSGPEMQIH�XS�FI�XLI�QSWX�TVSWTIVSYW�GSYRXV]
MR�XLI�[SVPH��ERH��MR�XLI�[SVHW�SJ�XLI�PEXI�4VSJIWWSV�4MPPERW�EX�XLI�7SGMEP�7GMIRGI�

QIIXMRK�MR�(YFPMR�MR�������"Ireland presents the greatest example of progressive 
prosperity of any country under the sun."

However, at the end of nearly two years and a-half from the reading of that paper, I 
now again repeat, " Ireland is decreasing in wealth and population.1' A decrease in 
wealth and population is a sign that something is not right, in the legal and social 
conditions of a country. In the words of John Stuart Mill, "when the population of a 
country leave it en masse, because its government will not make it a place fit for them to 
live in, the government is judged and condemned." In the words of Goldwin Smith, 
"centuries of horrors to which history affords no parallel seem to be closing in
the expatriation of a people."

-R�.ERYEV]��������[LIR�-�VIEH�XLI�TETIV�SR�XLI�,MWXSVMGEP�7XEXMWXMGW�SJ�-VIPERH��
ERH�EWWIVXIH�XLEX�-VIPERH�[EW�HIGVIEWMRK�MR�[IEPXL�ERH�TSTYPEXMSR��Q]�JMKYVIW�
[IVI�JPEXP]�HIRMIH�XS�FI�GSVVIGX�F]�XLI�LMKLIWX�EYXLSVMXMIW�ERH�XLI�EFPIWX�[VMXIVW���
ERH�MX�[EW�W]WXIQEXMGEPP]�YVKIH��XLEX�MR�-VIPERH��EPSRI�SJ�XLI�[SVPH��MX�[EW�JSV�XLI�
KSSH�SJ�XLI�GSYRXV]�XLEX�TSTYPEXMSR�WLSYPH�HMQMRMWL��;LEX�LEW�FIIR�XLI�VIWYPX�
WMRGI�.ERYEV]���������8LI�TSTYPEXMSR�MW�HMQMRMWLMRK�EX�XLI�VEXI�SJ���������TIV�
ERRYQ��8LI�PERH�MW�WXMPP�KSMRK�SYX�SJ�GYPXMZEXMSR��8LI�HSQIWXMG�ERMQEPW�EVI�WXMPP�
HMQMRMWLMRK��-R������XLI�ZEPYI�SJ�XLI�PMZI�WXSGO�MR�-VIPERH�[EW�f������������-R
�����MX�[EW�f������������XLI�VIHYGXMSR�MR�ZEPYI�FIMRK�f�����������8LI�HIGVIEWI�
MR�XLI�GYPXMZEXMSR�SJ�-VIPERH�JVSQ������XS������[EW���������EGVIW��*VSQ������XS�
������XLI�HIGVIEWI�MR�XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�LSVWIW�[EW���������8LI�HIGVIEWI�MR�XLI�
RYQFIV�SJ�GEXXPI�[EW����������8LI�HIGVIEWI�MR�XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�WLIIT�[EW����������
8LI�HIGVIEWI�MR�XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�TMKW�[EW���������7SQI�SJ�XLI�WMKRW�SJ
XLI�XMQIW�EVI�WMRKYPEV��2SX�SRP]�LEZI�XLI�LSVWIW�HMQMRMWLIH�MR�RYQFIV��XLI�FVIIH�
SJ�LSVWIW�MW�HIXIVMSVEXMRK��ERH�HITYXEXMSRW�SJ�GSYRXV]�KIRXPIQIR�LIPTPIWWP]�
TIXMXMSR�XLI�0SVH�0MIYXIRERX�XS�MQTVSZI�XLI�FVIIH�SJ�LSVWIW�

8LI�RIX�HIGVIEWI�MR�XLI�PERH�YRHIV�KVIIR�GVSTW��MR������[EW��������EGVIW���XLI�
XSXEP�HIGVIEWI�MR�GIVIEP�GVSTW�[EW���������EGVIW��%KEMRWX�XLMW�XLIVI�[EW�ER�
MRGVIEWI�MR�QIEHS[��GPSZIV��ERH�JPE\��XS�XLI�I\XIRX�SJ��������EGVIW��8LYW�XLI�XSXEP�
HIGVIEWI�MR�XLI�I\XIRX�SJ�PERH�YRHIV�GYPXMZEXMSR��JVSQ������XS�������[EW��������
EGVIW�



8LI�IQMKVEXMSR�MW�VETMHP]�MRGVIEWMRK��%X�IZIV]�VEMP[E]�WXEXMSR�MR�-VIPERH��IZIV]�
HE]��XLI�[EMP�SJ�XLI�IQMKVERXW�MW�LIEVH��8LI�TVIWIRX�IQMKVEXMSR�JVSQ�5YIIRWXS[R�
EPSRI�TIV�[IIO�MW������

7SQI�XLMRKW�QYWX�FI�VITIEXIH�EW�XS�XLI�GEYWIW�SJ�XLMW�HIGPMRI�MR�[IEPXL�ERH�
TSTYPEXMSR��RS[�GSRWXERX�JSV�RMRI�]IEVW�WMRGI�������&]�IZIV]�WXEXMWXMGEP�XIWX�
ORS[R|TSTYPEXMSR��IQMKVEXMSR��TSZIVX]��TVSHYGXMSR��GEXXPI��TMKW��TSYPXV]|JSV�XLI�
TVIWIRX�-VIPERH�MW�FIEXIR�MR�XLI�WXVYKKPI�JSV�I\MWXIRGI��'EXLSPMG�)QERGMTEXMSR�LEW�
FIIR�SJ�RS�YWI�XS�XLI�-VMWL�TIEWERXV]��8LI�PIKEP�GSRHMXMSRW�YRHIV�[LMGL�XLI]�PMZI�
I\XVEGX�EPQSWX�XLI�[LSPI�TVSHYGI�SJ�XLI�PERH�JVSQ�XLIQ��PIEZMRK�SRP]�XYVJ�ERH�
TSXEXSIW�XS�XLI�GYPXMZEXSV�

-VIPERH�TEVXP]�WYFWMWXW�SR�XLI�GLEVMX]�SJ�JSVIMKR�REXMSRW��%FSYX�E�QMPPMSR�ERH�E�
UYEVXIV�SJ�QSRI]��E�WYQ�IUYEP�XS�SRI�JSYVXIIRXL�SJ�XLI�VIRXEP�SJ�-VIPERH��MW�RS[�
ERRYEPP]�VIGIMZIH�F]�-VIPERH�JVSQ�JSVIMKR�GLEVMXEFPI�TIVWSRW��8LI�WSPHMIVW�SJ�FSXL�
EVQMIW�SR�XLI�4SXSQEG�WYFWGVMFI�JSV�XLI�WXEVZMRK�-VMWL��8LI�GEXLIHVEPW�SR�XLI�
7IMRI��XLI�6LSRI��ERH�XLI�6LMRI�ETTIEP�XS�XLI�GLEVMX]�SJ�XLI�TVSWTIVSYW�FVERGLIW�
SJ�XLI�'IPXMG�VEGI��;LMPWX�TVSFEFP]�SRI�XLMVH�SJ�XLI�QSRI]�WYFWGVMFIH�F]�JSVIMKR�
REXMSRW��MRGPYHMRK�%QIVMGE��JSV�-VIPERH��KSIW�XS�TE]�VIRX�XS�XLI�EFWIRXIIW�[LS�
S[R�XLI�PERH�SJ�-VIPERH��-R�XLI�WXVYKKPI�JSV�I\MWXIRGI��XLI�-VMWL�TIEWERXV]�EVI
LSTIPIWWP]�FIEXIR�EW�PSRK�EW�XLI]�VIQEMR�MR�-VIPERH��-R�-VIPERH�XLI]�RIZIV�GER�
VMWI�FI]SRH�XLI�TSWMXMSR�SJ�XIRERXW�EX�[MPP|XLI�[LSPI�TVSHYGI�SJ�XLI�PERH�XEOIR�
JVSQ�XLIQ�I\GITX�TSXEXSIW�ERH�XYVJ|XLIMV�ZIV]�I\MWXIRGI�HITIRHMRK�YTSR�XLI�
GETVMGI�SJ�EFWIRXIIW�

-R�WIZIRXIIR�]IEVW��JVSQ������XS���������������LEZI�HMIH�MR�XLI�[SVOLSYWIW�MR��
-VIPERH��XLI�[SVOLSYWI�XIWX�SJ�HIWXMXYXMSR�FIMRK�VIQSVWIPIWWP]�ETTPMIH��%W�
VIKEVHW�XLI�WERMXEV]�GSRHMXMSR�SJ�XLI�TISTPI��XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�XLI�EJJPMGXIH�GPEWWIW�
LEW�TSWMXMZIP]�MRGVIEWIH��RSX[MXLWXERHMRK�XLI�HIGPMRI�SJ�XLI�TSTYPEXMSR�JVSQ�
����������MR�������XS�����������MR�������(YVMRK�XLI�XIR�]IEVW�JVSQ������XS�������
XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�XLI�HIEJ�ERH�HYQF�MRGVIEWIH�JVSQ�������XS�������XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�
XLI�FPMRH�JVSQ�������XS���������XLI��RYQFIV�SJ�PYREXMGW�ERH�MHMSXW�JVSQ�������XS�
�������

8LI�PE[�SJ�PERHPSVH�ERH�XIRERX�MR�-VIPERH�MW�SRP]�E�GSQTPMGEXIH�QEGLMRI�XS�GSPPIGX�
VIRX��;LEXIZIV�GLERKIW�LEZI�FIIR�VIGIRXP]�QEHI�LEZI�FIIR�QSWX�LSWXMPI�XS�XLI�
SGGYTMIV�SJ�XLI�PERH��-R�XLI�VYMR�VITVIWIRXIH�F]�WXEVZEXMSR��IQMKVEXMSR��
HIWXVYGXMSR�SJ�JEQMPMIW��NYHMGMEP�WEPIW��ERH�EKVEVMER�QYVHIVW��XLI�EQSYRX�SJ�
LYQER�QMWIV]�VITVIWIRXIH�F]�XLI�WXEXMWXMGW�SJ�-VIPERH�JSV�XLI�PEWX�JMJXIIR�]IEVW�
[MPP�IZIV�VIXEMR�E�QIPERGLSP]�TVI�IQMRIRGI�MR�)YVSTIER�LMWXSV]��-R�������X[S�
QMPPMSRW�SJ�TIVWSRW�VIGIMZIH�SYX�HSSV�VIPMIJ��(YVMRK�XLI�PEWX�JMJXIIR�]IEVW�YT[EVHW�
SJ�X[S�QMPPMSRW�SJ�TIVWSRW�LEZI�IQMKVEXIH�JVSQ�-VIPERH��8LI�IQMKVEXMSR�LEW�FIIR�
ZMI[IH�[MXL�I\YPXEXMSR�F]�XLI�KSZIVRMRK�GPEWWIW�MR�-VIPERH��&YX�XLI]�EPWS�EVI�
PIEVRMRK�XLI�PIWWSR��XLEX�MR�QIR�MW�XLI�[IEPXL�SJ�E�WXEXI��4IIVW�ERH�KIRXV]��
VITVIWIRXMRK�SRI�XLMVXIIRXL�SJ�XLI�VIRXEP�SJ�-VIPERH��LEZI�FIIR�WSPH�SYX�F]�XLI�
)RGYQFIVIH�)WXEXIW��'SYVX��ERH�XLIMV�TVSTIVX]�LEW�TVSHYGIH�YT[EVHW�SJ�X[IRX]�
QMPPMSRW�SJ�QSRI]�

8LI�GMVGYPEXMSR�SJ�XLI�FERO�MR�-VIPERH�HMQMRMWLIH�JVSQ�f����������MR�������XS�f��
��������MR�������8LI�FIWX�SJ�XLI�TIEWERXV]�EVI�KSMRK�EW�JEWX�EW�XLI]�GER��%RH��EW�
XLI]�KS�XLI�PERH�[LMGL�XLI]�GYPXMZEXI�FIGSQIW�[EWXI�8LI�IWXMQEXIH�ZEPYI�SJ�XLI�



GVSTW�MR�-VIPERH�MR������[EW�JMJX]�QMPPMSRW��MR�������JSVX]�XLVII�QMPPMSRW���MR�������
XLMVX]�JMZI�QMPPMSRW�

8LI�ZEPYI�SJ�XLI�VIEP�ERH�TIVWSREP�TVSTIVX]�SR�[LMGL�TVSFEXI�ERH�WYGGIWWMSR�
HYXMIW�[IVI�VIGIMZIH�MR�-VIPERH�HIGPMRIH�JVSQ�f�����������MR�������XS�f�������
����MR�������*VSQ������XS�������XLI�EQSYRX�SJ�JYRHIH�TVSTIVX]�LIPH�MR�-VIPERH�
LEW�IZIV]�]IEV�FIIR�HMQMRMWLMRK��ERH�MX�MW�RS[�RIEVP]�JSYV�QMPPMSRW�PIWW�XLER�MR
�����

0IX�YW�XYVR�XS�XLI�VEMP[E]W��;LEX�RIZIV�FIJSVI�SGGYVVIH�MR�XLI�LMWXSV]�SJ�VEMP[E]�
IRXIVTVMWI�MR�ER]�GSYRXV]��LEW�SGGYVVIH�MR�-VIPERH��*SV�X[S�]IEVW�XLI�VIGIMTXW�SR�
XLI�QEMR�XVYRO�PMRIW�XLVSYKL�XLI�GSYRXV]�EVI�VETMHP]�HMQMRMWLMRK�

8LI�RYQFIV�SJ�XLI�TVSJIWWMSREP�ERH�IHYGEXIH�GPEWWIW�Q�-VIPERH�MW�VETMHP]�
HMQMRMWLMRK�8LI�RYQFIV�SJ�TVEGXMWMRK�FEVVMWXIVW�TE]MRK�XLIMV�WYFWGVMTXMSR�XS�XLI�
PE[�PMFVEV]�SJ�XLI�*SYV�'SYVXW��LEW�FIIR�VIHYGIH�F]�TSZIVX]�JVSQ�����MR�������XS�
��������������%W�TVSTIVX]�LEW�ZERMWLIH���XLSWI�[LS�PMZIH�F]�XLI�PMXMKEXMSR�
GSRGIVRMRK�XLEX�TVSTIVX]�LEZI�EPWS�HMWETTIEVIH�

8LI�RYQFIV�SJ�FEVVMWXIVW��WTIGMEP�TPIEHIVW��ERH�GSRZI]ERGIVW�MR�)RKPERH�
MRGVIEWIH�JVSQ����������������XS�������MR������

&YX�XLI�HIGPMRI�SJ�XLI�GSYRXV]�MW�RSX�ZMI[IH�[MXL�YRQM\IH�VIKVIX��8LI�KVIEXIWX�
WXEXIWQIR�ERH�XLI�EFPIWX�TSPMXMGEP�IGSRSQMWXW�LEZI�ERRSYRGIH�XLEX�QMPPMSRW�SJ�
-VMWL�QYWX�]IX�EFERHSR�-VIPERH��MR�XLI�TVSKVIWW��ERH�GMZMPMWEXMSR��ERH�TVSWTIVMX]�SJ�
)YVSTI�XLI�-VMWL�TIEWERXV]�XLMW�QSQIRX�LEZI�RS�WLEVI��8LYW��FIEXIR�PMOI�E�
FIEXIR�EVQ]�MR�XLI�JMIPH��[LIR�XLIVI�MW�RS�PSRKIV�YWI�MR�[EWXMRK�PMJI�YTSR�E�
LSTIPIWW�WXVYKKPI��XLI]�EVI�VIXVIEXMRK�JVSQ�XLI�GSYRXV]�[LIVI�XLIVI�MW�RS�JMIPH�SJ�
MRHYWXV]�JSV�XLIQ��8LI]�LEZI�EGXIH�QERJYPP]�MR�XLI�GVMWMW��8LI]�EVI�PIEZMRK�
-VIPERH���%KVEVMER�GVMQI�LEW�HMQMRMWLIH��FIGEYWI�XLI]�EVI�KMZMRK�YT�XLI�WXVYKKPI�
JSV�XLI�PERH��8LI]�EVI�PIEZMRK�XLI�GSYRXV]�FIGEYWI�XLI�PE[W�YRHIV�[LMGL�XLI]�PMZI�
TVIZIRX�XLIQ�JVSQ�GYPXMZEXMRK�XLI�PERH��%W�E�GMXM^IR�SJ�XLI�[SVPH��-�VINSMGI�XLEX�WS�
QER]�QMPPMSRW�SJ�-VMWLQIR�LEZI�IQMKVEXIH�JVSQ�QMWIV]�EX�LSQI�XS�TVSWTIVMX]�
EFVSEH��%W�ER�-VMWLQER��-�PEQIRX�XLEX�XLI�PE[W�YRHIV�[LMGL�[I�PMZI�HS�RSX�TIVQMX�
XLIQ�XS�VIQEMR�EX�LSQI�

9RHIV�XLI�TVIWIRX�PE[W�RS�-VMWL�TIEWERX�EFPI�XS�VIEH�ERH�[VMXI�SYKLX�XS�VIQEMR�
MR�-VIPERH��-J�-VIPERH�[IVI�ER�MRHITIRHIRX�GSYRXV]��MR�XLI�TVIWIRX�WXEXI�SJ�XLMRKW�
XLIVI�[SYPH�FI�E�FPSSH]�WYGGIWWJYP�MRWYVVIGXMSR�MR�IZIV]�GSYRX]��ERH�XLI�
TIEWERXV]�[SYPH�YPXMQEXIP]�SFXEMR�XLI�TVSTIVX]�MR�XLI�PERH��EW�XLI]�LEZI�SFXEMRIH�
MX�MR�7[MX^IVPERH�ERH�MR�*VERGI��&YX�MJ�ERSXLIV�:MGS�[IVI�XS�TVSTLIW]�SR�XLI�
JYXYVI�SJ�-VIPERH��LI�[SYPH�WE]��|2S�MRWYVVIGXMSR�MR�-VIPERH�[MPP�SGGYV�YRXMP��MR�
XLI�TVSKVIWW�SJ�XLI�HIWXVYGXMSR�SJ�XLI�VMKLXW�SJ�XLI�TIEWERXV]��XLI�XIRERX�VMKLX�SJ�
9PWXIV�WLEPP�GIEWI�XS�FI�VIGSKRM^IH��8LI�XIRERX�VMKLX�SJ�9PWXIV�MW�[SVXL�f�������
����SJ�QSRI]��MX�VIWXW�SR�JSVGI��RSX�PE[���MX�MW�MR�KVEHYEP�TVSGIWW�SJ�HIWXVYGXMSR��-J
WSQI�TLMPSWSTLIV�PMOI�:MGS��KMJXIH�[MXL�TSPMXMGEP�MRWMKLX�MRXS�XLI�JYXYVI�SJ�REXMSRW��
[IVI�XS�TVSTLIW]�EW�XS�-VIPERH��LI�[SYPH�WE]��MR�EPP�TVSFEFMPMX]��XLI�PEWX�-VMWL�
MRWYVVIGXMSRW�[MPP�FI�QEHI�F]�XLI�TIEWERXV]�SJ�(S[R�ERH�%VQEKL��YTSR�XLIMV�
XIRERX�VMKLX�FIMRK�JMREPP]�XEOIR�E[E]�JVSQ�XLIQ�

8LI�-VMWL�TIEWERXV]�VIQEMR�XLI�[SVWX�GPSXLIH��XLI�[SVWX�PSHKIH��XLI�[SVWX�JIH�MR�
)YVSTI��8LI�TIEWERXV]�EVI�JP]MRK�EW�JEWX�EW�XLI]�GER|XLI�LSVWIW�ERH�GEXXPI�EVI�



HMQMRMWLMRK�EX�XLI�VEXI�SJ�QSVI�XLER���������TIV�ERRYQ|XLI�PERH�MW�KSMRK�SYX�SJ�
GYPXMZEXMSR�EX�XLI�VEXI�SJ���������EGVIW�TIV�ERRYQ��%PP�XLMW�W]WXIQEXMGEPP]�SGGYVW�
YRHIV�XLI�QSWX�TS[IVJYP�ERH�XLI�QSWX�JVII�KSZIVRQIRX�MR�XLI�[SVPH��ERH�[MXLMR�
X[IPZI�LSYVW�SJ�)RKPERH|XLI�KVIEXIWX�QEVOIX�JSV�EKVMGYPXYVEP�TVSHYGI�[LMGL�XLI�
[SVPH�LEW�IZIV�WIIR��8LI�MRWXMXYXMSRW�SJ�XLI�GSYRXV]�EVI�TIVJIGX��2S�TIVWSR�GER�
IZIR�WYKKIWX�ER�MQTVSZIQIRX�MR�XLI�KSZIVRQIRX��SV�XLI�EHQMRMWXVEXMSR�SJ�NYWXMGI��
;I�LEZI�XLI�FIWX�WGMIRXMJMG�EMHW�XS�EKVMGYPXYVI��ERH�GSQQIVGI�MW�JVII�

                             " This best located, best economized,
                             Best flora'd, fauna'd, and geologized,
                             Best high-wayed, bye-wayed, (were they but restored)
                             Drained, green-cropped, guanoed, fallowed, in a word,
                             This best (consistent with the maximum
                             Of produce, and consumption's minimum)
                             Depopulated state in Christendom ;
                              —Poor native land' poor withered breast of earth,

   That once exuberant nourished love and mirth.';

What ought to be done to stop these evils? As regards the land, my views are well 
known; and I again print the draft of the bill, which, in my humble judgement, ought 
to be passed.

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the laws relating to the land in Ireland: Be 
it enacted by the Queen's most excellent Majesty', by and with the advice and 
authority of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same.

   I.  The tenant of land in Ireland, his executors, administrators, and
         assigns, shall be entitled to the property in permanent improve-
         ments effected by the tenant upon the land.
   II.  Such property shall be designated the Tenant-right.
   III. The value of the tenant-right may be the subject of set-off in
         all actions of ejectment for non-payment of rent, brought by land'
         lord against tenant.
   IV. For the purposes of this act, the word tenant shall mean and
         include every occupier of land having a terminable interest for
         which a rent is paid.
   V.  Upon the termination of any lease or letting of land in Ireland,
        where the tenant shall have paid all rent then due, the tenant shall
        have a lien upon the land for the value of the Tenant-right until
        the Tenant-right he paid off and discharged.

        *          *          *          *           *

DISCUSSION.

 Dr. HANCOCK said there were several matters in Mr. Heron's paper that required 
notice. Mr. Heron said that in 1841 the value of the crops was £50,000,000; in 1851, 



£43,000,000, and in 1861, £35,000,000. Now, in his (Dr. Hancock's) report he stated, 
after careful inquiry, that there were no official returns of the acreage under crop or 
value of crops for 1841. Mr. Heron, however, chose to quote the figures for 1841 over 
again, without stating any authority for them. His statement, therefore, about 1841 
was mere assertion. Again the statistics of produce were taken in a totally different 
manner between two periods, 1851 and 1861. From 1847 to 1855 the statistics were 
not revised by the poor law guardians—from 1856 to 1862 they were. The figures for 
1851 and 1861 were not, in fact, comparable, and Mr. Heron did not show that they 
were, although he was addressing a scientific society. He had not, therefore, met the 
difficulty. Mr. Heron, in a former paper, stated that there was a progressive decline 
from 1841. He now repeated that, and said there was a progressive decline for nine 
years from 1855. Now, he (Dr. Hancock) had published most elaborate statistics, 
showing that there was from 1855 to 1859 a progress, and that from 1859 to 1863 
there was a retrogression. And the fact was, from 1855 to 1859 there was a 
remarkable increase m the prosperity of the country, and since then up to 1863—
there had been three bad seasons—a retrogression. Mr. Heron, however, overlooked 
the increase from 1855 to 1859, and asserted the proposition, which was incorrect, 
that there was a progressive decline since 1855. Mr. Heron did not refer to the latest 
published agricultural statistics, which give the produce of the crops of 1863. He did 
refer to those published in August last, which were in reference to the quantity of 
land put under crops that time twelve months, and to the quantity of cattle in July. 
Every man of intelligence knew that the number of acres cropped in March, 1863, 
depended upon how the crops for 1862 turned out, and that the number of cattle that 
the poor tenants had in 1863, depended upon what was left to them out of the crops 
of 1862, after paying all claims. He (Dr. Hancock) had shown that 1862 was the 
worst year the country saw since the time of the famine, the natural result of which 
was, that in 1863 there was a small acreage under crops, and a small number of 
cattle, and other floating capital left with the farmers. This being the result, he (Dr. 
Hancock) predicted it as being the natural consequence of the bad year of 1862, and 
that it should now be brought forward as a new fact certainly astonished him. Mr. 
Heron did not allude to the great increase in the produce of the crops of wheat, oats, 
turnips, and potatoes of 1863 as compared with the average yield for the previous 
seven years. The increase in each was very great, and especially in potatoes. The only 
crop that was not so good was hay. Neither did Mr Heron allude to prices. In the end 
of 1863 the prices were not favourable from simply economic causes. The produce of 
the two previous years being bad, a great deal of foreign wheat was imported. During 
the first year of good crops the farmers did not get the benefit, the corn in the stores 
being all brought into the market. The low prices were beneficial to the poor, and to 
the labouring classes, and if they were not beneficial to the farmers, they got some 
advantage in another way—in cheap potatoes for feeding pigs. In the first quarter of
1853 we imported of Indian corn, 47,000 quarters; while in the first quarter of 1864 
we only imported 3,000 quarters. He thought that Mr. Heron ought to have noticed 
that fact, and explained how it was consistent with 1864 being an unfavourable year. 
Again, the recent returns showed a great increase in the flax crops last year, an
increase that amounted in money to one and a half million sterling. The Irish farmers 
seemed to have a more accurate knowledge of things than Mr. Heron, because they 
were to be found applying to the government to be taught how to cultivate flax. The 
difference in the value of the flax crops this year in Ulster alone would amount to 
more than two millions. Mr. Heron adduced as the great proof of the ruin of the 
country, the emigration which was going on. In 1833, Mr. Heron contended that 
nothing would stop emigration until the rate of wages was the same in Connemara as 



in the United States, and he said that could not occur until the population 
diminished! These were the points that he (Dr. Hancock) wished to notice in Mr. 
Heron's paper. He noticed them especially, as Mr Heron alluded to him. He did not 
think that Mr. Heron had dealt with the difficulty and the case with the scientific 
accuracy that should have guided him in addressing that meeting.

PROFESSOR HOUSTON expected new features and new remedies to be brought out. 
In both he had been disappointed. He had written himself on the question of 
statistical tests, and not one of the arguments on the other side had been touched by 
Mr. Heron, nor had they even been mentioned. He thought that such a course was
not becoming a scientific man who took in hand to discuss the question of "Ireland in 
1864." He (Mr. Houston) asserted that Ireland had made progress within the past 10 
or 15 years, and that advantages had arisen from doing away with the small holdings.
As to the decline of the learned professions in Ireland, he quite disagreed with Mr. 
Heron. Facts were against his statement. If the proper authorities had been looked 
into, it would have been found that the number of persons receiving a University 
education—taking the aggregate of the students at the two Irish Universities (Dublin
and the Queen's)—was double what it was 15 or 20 years ago. Then, again, the paper 
had not spoken of either clergymen or doctors, and before the writer made out such a 
case as that sought to be made out by him, he must take all the learned professions 
into account.

Mr. MICHAEL MORRIS, Q C , did not pretend himself to understand the theory of 
political economy, though he flattered himself that he knew as much of the system as 
concurred with the ideas of an ordinarily strong head upon the state of the country. 
His two friends who preceded him had taken exception to the paper. He should be
sorry to say he agreed to the full extent with all that was in the paper, but, at the 
same time, he agreed in the great result at which  Mr. Heron had arrived, and which 
he thought would he agreed to by every one who practically knew the country. He 
agreed that by every test that could be applied daring several years, whether they
selected the year 1859, o r whether they selected 1857—the country had been for 
several years steadily decreasing in every element of wealth from population down to 
pigs. That appeared not alone from eyesight and observation, which he took the 
liberty of saying no amount of figures would contradict, but also from even the con-
ceded figures of the three gentlemen whose views had been laid before the Society. 
These figures demonstrated to every one that the country had been decreasing in 
every element which it was possible to conceive Had it not decreased in population to 
a degree that the history of the world recorded nothing like it? Had not the quantity 
of land under cultivation decreased? Any one who reads Thorn's Almanack for 1864 
will find every figure and fact used in this discussion. The Registrar-General issued 
his return last year as to the crops of 1863, and they are to be found in Thorn's
Almanac for 1864. But no man could print in March an account of what was to be 
done in April and what is being done in the present May. Having learned arithmetic, 
he could understand figures when plainly set forth, and it appeared from Thorn's 
Almanac, that the quantity of land under cereal crops in Ireland was steadily decreas-
ing, de anno in annum, from 1859 down to 1863 inclusive; and then, how was it that 
Dr. Hancock should say, that Mr. Heron had not referred to the year 1864? How 
could he? The year 1864 had not come in yet for the purpose of crops. He challenged 
contradiction to the statement that the extent of land under crops had decreased. He 
challenged contradiction to the statement that the number of cattle, sheep, and pigs 
were decreasing de, anno in annum.



If the population was decreasing, if the two great manufactures of the country—if he 
might so call them—the crops and the live stock were decreasing, what was there 
increasing to show that the country was prospering? If they looked to any other test 
would they not find the same result, no matter whether it was in great or small 
matters? Mr. Heron had, for instance, referred to the practising barristers, and even 
in that small matter there was a decline. They found, in short, by every return which 
could be obtained under government influence (and all he would say of the returns 
was that they would not make things look worse than they really were) that the 
country, to use a vulgar but appropriate expression, was going to the dogs—
population decreasing, crops decreasing, cattle, sheep, and pigs decreasing. What was 
the only manufacture they had in the south and west? Distilling. A few years ago 
there were eighty distilleries at work in Ireland He quoted again from Thorn —for he 
did not pretend to say he put forward anything that others could not find. How many 
distilleries were there now? Nineteen. But, full as they were of figures, he had not 
heard a suggestion of any remedy for the evils of the country, except what Mr. Heron 
suggested—to transfer the property from one class of people to another.
Neither Mr Hancock nor Mr. Houston proposed any remedy. He would suggest to 
them to direct their minds to something practical to benefit the country. Though this 
country had to pay to the imperial revenue her full share—and some learned men 
said more than her full share—of taxes, none of it was spent here. No manufactures
were fostered in this country, as in Scotland. In that country, with scarcely more than 
half the population of Ireland, there were at present 100,000 persons employed in 
manufactures, while Ireland, with nearly double its population, had but 35,000 so 
employed, and 33,000 of this number wore m the flax manufacture, which was con-
fined to but three counties. It was nonsense to expect the rate of wages would rise in 
Ireland to that in Scotland, not one-half of whose population was rural—that was, not 
living in towns—while four-fifths of the population was rural, only one-fifth of the 
Irish population lived in towns containing 2,000 inhabitants and upwards. What was 
to become of the remaining four-fifths? It might be very good political economy 
doctrine to banish them. It would be a shorter mode to kill them. He did not think 
they would get reasonable persons to say that the people ought to be driven from
the country. He believed himself the country was not over populated, for if we had 
the same corresponding population in the other three provinces of the country that 
we had m Ulster (where the land was by no means so good as in Leinster or 
Munster), we should have, instead of five and a-half millions of people, nearly eight 
millions. And yet Ulster was a prosperous part of the country. The political 
economist's propositions reminded him of the farrier's bill—" To curing your honour's 
horse till it died;" and so they would go on curing the country till it was ruined, and 
they had taken their own twist out of it No matter what; might be said of prosperity, 
he would wish to see some sign of improvement that he could understand. He did not 
wish to hear people stating doctrines that were revolting to one's common sense, and 
telling them the country was improving when everything they saw showed them the 
country was going to destruction. Was there any one there knew the country towns of 
Ireland as they had been and as they were? He did. Were they not decaying? Were 
not the country shopkeepers ceasing to exist as a class worth the name? Why ? 
Because 'their customers, the farmers, were gone or going from the country, and
those who remained had no money to spend. It was said by Dr. Hancock all this was 
because of the seasons. There was always some reason. He was one of those who held 
that the repeal of the corn laws had a great deal to do with it. A few years ago Ireland 
exported three and a half million quarters of Wheat How much now? In 1862 she 
exported one and a quarter million, while she had imported two and a quarter million 



quarters of Indian Corn, for which she paid hard cash. He did not think even the most 
thick-headed farmer in the country would be convinced into the belief that low prices 
would be useful to him, because he could feed his pigs the cheaper by them.

  Mr. WILSON objected to Mr. Heron's proposed bill to deal with the land question, on 
the ground that it was impracticable, as it would be impossible to settle differences 
between landlord and tenant, on the giving up of land by the latter, as to what was 
really a permanent improvement on the contrary. Again, if such a bill became law 
they would doubtless find landlords and tenants making special bargains founded 
upon a contract that the tenant was not to put the laws in force against the landlord.

Mr, KANDAL MCDONNELL expressed his opinion that the fallacy of Mr. Heron's plan 
was his application of the principle of John Stuart Mill—that when a country became 
until to be habitable, owing to the conduct of the-government, that government when
put on its trial, must be found guilty—to the case of Ireland. He denied that the 
principle had any application to Ireland. Decrease of population and decrease of 
wealth were not of themselves the test of prosperity or non-prosperity. True 
prosperity consisted in a certain ratio between wealth and population. "The more the
merrier" seemed to be the motto of Mr. Heron, but the merriness really depended 
upon the capacity to comfortably maintain the numbers. If twenty-four persons were 
put down to a meal that was only equal to feeding twelve, would it be contended that 
the twenty-four badly fed were more prosperous than the twelve well fed? He 
believed the population of this day were much more comfortable than the population 
of ten years ago. He found that Mr. Heron used in his paper language which was 
scarcely in keeping with a grave and sober discussion of an important subject. Thus
the misery of the poor in the workhouse was, according to Mr. Heron, beyond 
description, and the emigration unparalleled He deprecated the use of such language. 
Free trade had been injurious to the Irish farmers by bringing them into competition 
with the great grain producing countries of the world. The true remedy was to 
abandon the cultivation of corn, to adopt that of flax, and to extend their pasture 
system, which, in consequence of the amount of green crop cultivation which it 
necessarily involved, would increase rather than diminish the employment of the 
people. Manufactures should also be encouraged.
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