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It appears necessary to acquaint the reader with the motives which induced the Parliament
of England to extend its inquiries into all the parts of which society is composed, and the
reasons that have induced the Editors to class in a systematic order the results of these various
Inquiries,

The decided object of the Editors is to prove, that it is not in the power of society to
choose its institutions, and that Providence, which has given immutable laws to the whole of
creation, has not excepted human society from its universal dispensation.

Of all the bodies politic in Europe, the English Parliament is perhaps the one which has
had the power of proceeding with the greatest impartiality. It is composed, and has always
been composed, of landed proprietors, of independent fortunes, and unassailable in their
station. Amongst the 658 members of the House of Commons, there are indeed some manu-
facturers, merchants, or men of personal property ; but they are without influence, and remain
isolated amidst so numerous a body, the members of which are united by the same interests,
the same habits, and the same alliances. With regard to the House of Lords, its members are
wholly strangers to all that is not territorial property.

Thus, since there have arisen projects of public works or disputes amongst the different
bodies of manufacturers, merchants or shipowners, Parliament has always instituted an
inquiry, conducted by a Committee which is appointed by the Speaker of one of the two
Houses.

These Houses, having no member competent to judge of the various professions, are in the
same position as a tribunal, the magistrates of which are called upon to adjudicate in disputes
respecting the construction of a building, although themselves ignorant of the art of building,
and even of the different materials of which the edifice is composed. This tribunal selects a
jury of artists, and the parties appoint barristers. The same takes place in an Inquiry : the
whole of the proceedings are in the end printed, and every one is instructed in what concerns
his profession.



The legislative assemblies of the rest of Europe, on the contrary, comprise members who
belong to all the various professions and trades ; these arc necessarily chosen to decide upon
questions which, it is supposed, are within their knowledge.

These kinds of Inquiries are instituted in England at intervals only, and always for some
special object, to which the persons interested have, by their petitions and claims, succeeded
in drawing the attention of one of the Houses of Parliament.

The various revolutions which have taken place in France, excited the censure, and we
may say the scandal, of almost the whole of England ; thus the war against France, or the
different states which the French had stirred up to revolution, was popular, notwithstanding
its long duration and the immense sacrifices which it required. Perhaps in truth that war was
never more popular than in 1814, the period when the peace was made.

From the moment, however, that peace was concluded, the English, after having been shut
out for so long a time, made an irruption on the Continent. Travelling was no longer confined,
as formerly, to the highest rank of society ; all classes of English, from the highest to the low-
est, were anxious to visit France. They went expecting to see there great prosperity, and were
astonished at a superabundance of wealth which they themselves carried thither. They
identified themselves successively with the democratic opinions, the more readily as the first
period of the peace was a time of trial in England, since it brought a change of existence, and
every change of existence is a trial for a country as for a family.

These continental opinions fermented only gradually, but from 1815 to 1830 they acquired
continually increasing force, and led astray the best minds. The revolution of 1830 caused
them to break out ; the aristocratic party, which governed the country, was attacked with an
unexampled violence in England. All the principles of the government were called in quest-
ion, or rather were treated with reprobation. The clamour of the democratic party demanded a
parliamentary reform, and it was obtained. The old parliament was dissolved, and new forms
of election created a new one. From the earliest times, each successive parliament received at
most but a fifth part of new members, so that, of the 658 members of the House of Commons,
there never were more than 115 or 130 members changed at each election ; but in 1832 there
were above 200, all taken from the democratic party, and these, added to the old opposition,
formed a majority, although a doubtful and wavering one.

In the state of agitation in which the minds of the people were, the ancient usages could no
longer suffice ; everything was questioned, and everything was required to be enlightened.
Thence meetings upon meetings, in all the counties, petitions on petitions, projects upon pro-
jects ; then the Parliament, and principally the House of Commons, was obliged to form com-
mittees upon committees, and institute inquiries upon inquiries.

Each of the parties, of which agriculture, artisanship, manufactures, commerce,
navigation, public works are composed, had special committees and commissions, and in
short passed through all the proceedings of an inquiry.

These Inquiries have not all been conducted with the same forms : those respecting
Ireland, and the poor in England, differed from the usual forms. These changes will be
pointed out, as we proceed to give the extracts from each different inquiry. It suffices to say,
that in Ireland they were all conducted publicly, that every inhabitant had the power of co-
operating, either by questions or replies, and that the number of those who availed themselves
of this permission was immense. It was no longer the administrators who spoke, but the



governed, every one expressing his approbation or his disapprobation of all that had been
done, that was doing, and that was intended to be done. All these documents have been
printed, in large folio volumes, in number without end, and these labours have cost con-
siderable sums.

As the greatest part of the interlocutors had no fixed plan, all the subjects are mixed up
and confused. No one, certainly, has read this enormous and incoherent collection, which
moreover costs a very large sum ; but so many persons have contributed to its formation, so
many have heard the discussions, that the information which has been elicited has produced
more effect upon the public than a long and irksome perusal could have done, and we may
say, that it has produced a salutary effect, and that the public opinions have been rectified.

In order to give an idea of this labour, the Editors have first given an extract of all that
relates to agriculture and the condition of the rural population. They have deemed it neces-
sary to add some remarks, to acquaint the reader with an order of things known to the witnes-
ses, of which he is probably ignorant. The reports of the Commissioners, which follow these
Inquiries, have also given occasion for some critical observations. This portion, however, is
not confounded with what belongs to the Inquiries, and the Editors are of opinion that from
this work may be derived sure and salutary maxims of government.

•

Attempted changes in the general system of cultivation, by consolidation of farms and the
dislodgement of the tenantry.

The Commissioners inquired whether the landed proprietors had adopted the system of
consolidating the small farms into single ones ; whether this system was pursued per-
severingly and on a large scale, and what effect it had had upon the produce of the land, on
the condition of the tenants, etc.

In the province of Connaught, the witnesses in the barony of Kilconnel replied, that,
although there existed a general disposition to consolidate the farms, the system had not been
pursued to any extent in that barony, except on the estate of Lord Clonbrock, who had thrown
a large number of minute holdings into a certain number of farms of ten acres each. This he
had effected without having recourse to any harshness. The land was held by about fifty
occupants ; Lord Clonbrock offered to each tenant a sum of money as compensation for being
ejected ; he also offered them locations on the unreclaimed part of another estate, together
with assistance towards building a house. Several accepted the latter condition ; a few
emigrated to the colonies, availing themselves of the money received ; so that only four or
five of the original fifty occupants remain.

The great subdivision of land leads to considerable waste in the numerous ditches and
fences necessary ; and the produce of a farm of ten acres will for this reason far exceed the
united produce of the small holdings from which it is made ; the more so, as these small
tenants, who have no skill in systematic cropping, and are ignorant of artificial manure,
reduce the land to such a state of exhaustion, that when they lay it down to grass, it produces
nothing but daisies and thistles ; they are then obliged to allow it to remain so, until it gets a
fresh coating of vegetable mould. Upon a farm of four acres, one half was always in a state of
exhaustion, and the tenant could only grow what was indispensable for his food, namely
potatoes ; he found himself compelled to œconomize even the seed, which was taken only
from the refuse. This small tenant, being sometimes obliged to engage the use of a neigh-
bour’s plough and horses for a day, was made to repay such aid, by giving about twenty days’
labour for the ploughing of an acre, which, at sixpence a day, amounts to ten shillings.



This system of consolidation is impeded by a general, though not acknowledged, fear of the
disturbances caused by the distress to which the people are reduced. The witnesses affirm that,
so strong is the attachment of the small tenants to their farms, that all the compensation given
them, and the assurance of work at sixpence a day, cannot reconcile them to the loss. This good
treatment allays their animosity against those who succeed them in their farms ; but they are
always fearful of being deceived, although the landlords have gone so far as to give a pension
of two pounds a year to those widows who are deprived of their lands. “ It is not for our good,”
said one of the witnesses—a small tenant—“ that the landlords want us to go elsewhere ; if
they can make more money of the farms they want to turn us out of, so can we.”

Several of the principal landlords have made provisions against subletting, and a general
covenant in the lease is, that in case of subletting, the original tenant shall either forfeit his
farm or pay 10l. an acre ; and at the present time it is nominally impossible for a poor man to
procure the place for a house. Such is the difficulty, that the mode has been struck out, of
making additions to the original house to provide some room for the young people as they get
married.

In the barony of Dromahair the witnesses stated, that the size of holdings has been on the
decrease in the greater part of the barony for several years, and that only one landlord has
made any efforts to check the universal tendency to subdivision which prevails, although the
Roman Catholic priests are beginning to use their influence to prevent it, and advise the small
tenants to teach their children trades, rather than to quarter them upon their farms of five
acres. The landowner above mentioned had in view the correction of abuses which had arisen
while the land was leased to middle-men, and he selected the period of the expiration of the
leases of several of this class to carry the consolidation into effect. This was in the year 1823,
and a lease of two thousand acres, in the hands of one of these middle-men, having expired,
about six hundred persons were put out at once, and not one fifth of the population that
existed on the land previous to the new arrangements are now inhabitants of it.

Under the old leases the great subdivision was productive of much loss. The innumerable
and irregular fences contributed to diminish the produce of the land ; but since the alteration,
there is a perceptible change for the better.

The middling class of farmers, who have succeeded the petty occupiers, are able to send to
market milk, butter and cattle in increased quantity and of improved quality. The cultivation
of grain has diminished, and this is regarded as advantageous to the cultivators. The occupiers
of the enlarged holdings are so convinced of the greater profit to be derived from grazing, that
they till no more than is necessary for their own consumption.

In the large farms, although a much smaller number of labourers on the whole are
engaged, they are in general permanently employed, and the farmer has something to take to
market.

A portion of those who were ejected by the consolidation of the farms, subsisted for a long
time only by begging. The condition of those whom the landlord retained is so much
improved, that they even refuse the offer of considerable farms, and the labourers employed
on those farms find work all the year, and by degrees relinquish the desire of possessing land.

A large proprietor has introduced a farming bailiff from Scotland, for the purpose of
instructing his tenants of ten acres in the advantage to be derived from a judicious course of
cropping. The benefit of this has been proved, and several farmers often unite to hire a
servant-boy for the year, whom they employ each in turn for so many days in the week in
rotation.



The witnesses complained of the immoderate price at which proprietors let their lands, and
that the roads and fences on or adjacent to the farms pay rent as if they were arable land,
whether the forms are large or small ; in the case of a small farm, the proprietor receives at
least nine-tenths of the value of what it produces.

The witnesses agree in desiring that a fund should be provided for the support of those
who are ejected by the consolidation of farms, and who have no means of subsistence left.

In the barony of Murrisk the witnesses stated, that there was not a tenant holding ten acres
of arable land, and that the majority had not more than four. Since 1829 the forty-shilling
freeholders have been disfranchised, and the franchise has been raised to 10l ; the landlords
have endeavoured, but fruitlessly, to consolidate the farms. Twenty families, comprising 114
souls, were ejected from the lands of one proprietor by his agent ; as the lands were held
under a joint-tenancy without a lease, the drivers, previous to ejectment, seized all the corn,
made the tenants thresh it, and sold it to pay the rent due. These families, who held amongst
them about 63 acres, had nothing then for it but to beg, since no trade has found its way into
the country. Those who beg generally go to other places, as they do not like to show their
misery at home.

A general disposition to emigrate exists among the small tenantry, and half the population
would go to America if the proprietors paid their passage, which they have not the means of
doing.

Fully one quarter of the barony consists of unreclaimed but improveable bog-land ; capital
and industry are alone requisite to bring it into cultivation.

In the barony of Carbery, from an examination of the maps of one parish, and inquiries
among the tenants, it appeared to the Commissioners that there were no farms above thirty
acres each, not six above twenty, and that the majority were between five and ten acres. The
twenty largest farms average twenty acres each and the twenty smallest one-third of an acre.

In order to prevent a greater subdivision, proprietors of land cease to grant leases. In one
parish, in order to consolidate farms of thirteen acres, four years’ previous notice was given to
120 families to remove from the land, that is to say, one-third of the inhabitants of the parish.
At the time of departure, instead of 120 families, they had increased to 160 by marriages
contracted in the interval. Twenty of them went to America. The improvement of the land
produced by this small consolidation is perceptible to the eye, especially since the
introduction into the parish of Scotch farmers. Another proprietor possesses 1300 acres, of
which one-third alone are cultivated : upon this one-third he has two hundred families, and he
considers the farms on his estate to be sufficiently consolidated.

One witness said, that many instances might be cited, in which from fear no one has dared
to lay out capital upon the lands formed by the union of several farms, the tenants of which
had been expelled. No Scotch or English farmers have actually hired farms, but several have
wished to do so, and taken steps with that intention, but have eventually withdrawn from fear
of violence.

A proprietor wishing to consolidate his land, his corn-stacks were burnt, his horses killed,
and his farming implements broken, and a witness exclaimed before the Commissioners, “ I
believe it, when you have driven 120 persons from their lands at Balligilligan ! ”



The witnesses, speaking of the barony of Balrothery, stated, that for the last twenty years
there has been an increasing disposition to enlarge the size of farms, and the principal motive
is to keep down the increase of population. The long duration of leases has not permitted the
ejection of the farming tenants. The improved rotation of crops has been tried by a number of
landlords and farmers, although the want of capital sometimes impedes the advantage other-
wise derivable from the system.

Whenever small farms have been consolidated into large ones, they have been converted
into grazing farms.

The poverty of those who cultivate farms of less than an acre is beyond conception, and
whenever any of them have been ejected, they have emigrated, others have begged, or others,
assisted by the neighbouring villages, have taken forcible possession of small plots of the
commons in their neighbourhood, in despite of their landlords.

These wretched people have endured every kind of privation, and misery has brought on
disease. It is a dreadful cruelty to eject these people, without giving them the means of going
to America, or providing them with some resource.

The rent charged for small farms is from ten to fifteen per cent, higher than that charged
for the large ones, because the competition is greater ; and if a man possesses some money, he
hires his farm cheaper, as the landlord is more sure of receiving his rent punctually.

In the barony of Philipstown the size of farms has been decreasing ; and in those cases in
which consolidation has taken place, the land is converted into grazing-land ; for the soil is so
exhausted that corn cannot be grown upon it, and the small farmers moreover can neither
work it themselves nor pay for labour. The landlords care little for consolidating their estates,
because they cannot let large farms at the same price as small ones.

Two farmers from Scotland have settled in this barony ; they have taken two large farms,
and their example is conferring great benefit on the neighbouring farmers. The ejected tenants
settle on the bog-lands, to which they think they have as good a right as any one else. They
arrive at nightfall, set to work to build, and the next day the cabin is completed. The only way
to turn them out is by a legal process and by forcible means.

The great obstacle to consolidation is that it stops the demand for labour. The soil is so
exhausted, that it is all given up to grazing. In the barony of Dundalk, great attempts at con-
solidation have been made, the chief motives for which have been to prepare for the poor-
laws and to keep down the population ; the rent of large holdings also gives less trouble in
collecting, and is better paid. All the new farms are laid down to grass, and the Scotch who
have come to settle in this barony have not yet been able to commence any systematic crop-
ping : they adopt the grazing system, to restore the fertility of the soil. For the last fifteen
years the junction of farms has been pursued eagerly, and a great number of families have
been ejected by force. In 1827 thirty-two families were ejected ; in 1828 ten ; in 1829 eight-
een ; in 1830 fifteen ; in 1831 thirty ; and in 1832 twenty were expelled by legal means, with-
out reckoning those who quitted upon the first notice from the landlord.

In the barony of Kells, say the witnesses, no disturbances have ever taken place, although
many families have been deprived of their farms, and have been dispersed wherever they
have attempted to build. The system adopted by the landlords is instantly to throw down the
house of those who have to quit the land. During the last ten years a hundred families have
been ejected in the barony, and their houses destroyed. Not long ago five or six hundred



persons, who had been refused a renewal of their leases, collected from different baronies and
took possession of a large extent of common-land, containing several hundred acres. They
divided the whole common into small lots, and began building cabins on them ; they could
only be expelled by sending to another district for a troop of cavalry. As no instances are
known of the landlord assisting his ejected tenantry, many have been driven to begging,
others have taken refuge in the towns, whilst many of these unhappy people have died of
starvation.

Formerly the land was consolidated into farms of ten acres, which were considered large,
but now these farms are thrown into larger ones, of a hundred acres. The witnesses say also,
that the land cultivated in large farms is more productive, and that the large farmers hold at a
low rent, because they find the soil so much exhausted.

In the barony of Moyfenragh, the size of holdings has increased of late years ; the land-
lords have determined to rid their estates of the swarms of paupers which the sub-division of
the land has raised upon them.

In the barony of Portnahinch the system of joining small farms has prevailed to a trifling
extent. One landlord refused to continue leases to fifty or sixty small occupiers, but he
assisted them to remove to an uncultivated mountain tract : each family having assigned to
them a house, and from ten to seventy acres of ground, they have done very well. To several
other families, who preferred emigrating, he gave from five to ten pounds for their passage-
money. Notwithstanding the attachment of the small farmers to their country, they are easily
induced to quit it, since the land yields nothing, whatever labour they bestow on it.

In the barony of Talbotstown, the witnesses say, the proprietors are disposed to con-
solidate their lands ; nevertheless, the country has been, especially of late, peaceable and free
from any outrage, owing to the general persuasion of the people that the Government are
resolved on redressing their grievances and improving their condition. One proprietor, a
young man, went to Scotland to study agriculture, and on his return he caused 114 families,
who were established on his estates, to be ejected by legal force ; he however granted them
assistance.

Throughout this barony the rent of large farms is from twenty to thirty per cent, less than
that of small ones. In the provinces of Munster and Ulster, according to the witnesses, there
exists the same tendency to consolidation. In many baronies the disturbances have hindered
the progress of this system ; in others it has been adopted by force. In almost every part, how-
ever, consolidation is easily put into execution, by rendering some assistance to the families
who are compelled to quit the land.

In the barony of Middlethird the Commissioners were accosted one day by a man who had
been turned out of his farm, and who declared to them that he would kill any one that should
dare to take the land which he had cultivated. The Commissioners then asked him what would
become of his wife and children if he were hanged. “ I should die,” said he, “ for the cause of
the people ; and as I have contributed to support the women and children of many persons
hanged for the same cause, the people would support mine.”

REMARKS.

Neither ancient nor modern history presents any state of society at all comparable to this.
We must examine the causes, as the Inquiries have not even approached the subject.



We have seen that the seizure of Ireland was made by the English, who, having divided it
into fiefs, appropriated the land for the most part to themselves. They founded, as in England,
religious orders, making at the same time grants of land. In Ireland, as in England, these lands
were the best cultivated. The English nobility embraced the Reformation with the greatest
zeal, as, by abolishing the religious orders, they confiscated their lands in favour of the lords
of the manor. During 150 years, however, the efforts of the English to establish the Reform-
ation had been fruitless, when, in 1640, an army of 30,000 men, under Cromwell, landed in
Ireland. Discipline overcame numbers, and the Irish were conquered.

Confiscations followed, not only of the property of the religious orders, but of all the lands
of those who did not espouse the Reformation, and the most cruel laws were put in force
against the Catholic priests and their flocks ; these confiscations were granted to the officers
in Cromwell’s army. Ireland at that period had only 800,000 inhabitants.

Such a field for plunder attracted a large emigration from England, especially at the period
of the Revolution, in 1688, when the Protestants acquired a power which they have preserved
up to the present day.

Attention was now directed to the establishment of Protestantism in Ireland, the more so
as the Protestants (according to their own showing) constituted one half of the population.
Ireland, in consequence, being divided into 32 dioceses and 1385 livings, the government
named 32 bishops and 1385 rectors and vicars, etc.—all Protestant, and gave them the build-
ings, the glebe and the tithes, which had not been previously confiscated.

But as none of the Catholic bishops or curates would apostatize, each diocese, from that
period to the present day, has had two bishops—each living, two clergymen : the one, a
Protestant, without a flock, who, being allowed to marry, brings upon himself a family, and to
maintain which all the revenues of the Church have been transferred to him ; the other, a
Catholic, unmarried, who, fulfilling the increased duties of his office, receives from the
charity of the Catholics the means of existence.

From this period until the parliamentary reform of 1833, no Catholic could be a magistrate
or hold any civil office ; and, as we have seen, it is only since 1788 that the Catholics have
been allowed to hold lands.

A state of civil strife, thus organized in each parish, has prevented these new confiscators
from residing upon their estates ; in the course of time the former landowners, who had been
plundered, became a class of middle-men between the new proprietors and the rural pop-
ulation. They obtained leases for fifty, eighty, and even a hundred years ; and with a view to
self-protection, they never sublet their lands to any but Catholics. The Protestants, supported
by the administration and the civil power, have endeavoured to maintain their political
ascendency ; and thus for the last two centuries a civil strife has been deeply organized, which
breaks out in one place or another every five or ten years, but especially in the provinces of
the south and east. There the Protestants cannot maintain their ground against the Catholics ;
since in these two provinces, out of every hundred inhabitants, there are only four or five
Protestants.

These are the owners, who endeavour to consolidate their lands, and with reason. On the
other hand, the Catholic population, seeing the small number of their opponents, desire to rid
the country of them ; but the power of England is at hand—her troops arrive, and it ends by
their remaining masters wherever they present themselves.



OF EMIGRATION.

The Commissioners inquired, in the different baronies which they visited, the number of
persons who had emigrated, what was their condition, to what country they had gone, and
what assistance they had received in order to emigrate. These same questions were addressed
in writing to all the parishes in Ireland.

The witnesses in the barony of Kilconnel enumerated above one hundred individuals who
had emigrated from this barony during the last five years. All of them were persons of very
moderate means : a few were young men who possessed from 15l. to 20l. ; but not two could
be mentioned who had the command of 100l. All these were persons who would have staid at
home if they could have got a sufficiency of land.

The labourers, say the witnesses, would leave by hundreds if they had only so much as 5l.,
so persuaded are they that the land cannot support them. One landlord divided between 300l.
and 400l. among fifty families ; of that number but three entire families emigrated ; out of the
other families, about twenty individuals followed their example, but not until the landlord had
promised to allow the fathers 2l. each in their rent towards their sons’ expenses. They
emigrated either to the United States or Canada. The number of those who have left has had
no influence, either in reducing rents or increasing wages. It would be necessary that two-
thirds of the present population should be removed, before wages could rise to ten-pence a
day.

In the barony of Dromahair, according to the witnesses, a considerable number of persons
have gone to the United States or Canada ; but they have been in general persons possessed of
some substance. They would have remained, but for the excessive rents which the poor
peasantry pay for the farms ; and they have preferred to emigrate, rather than to lose, by
remaining, the little which they possessed, since the price of farms is so high that the landlord
draws in rent more than two-thirds of the produce of his land : thus it is the poorest class
which remains upon the laud. One witness chartered a vessel to convey emigrants to New
South Wales, and the applications from persons desirous to go were innumerable. It would
require fully one-third of the able-bodied population to emigrate, that the price of wages
should rise to tenpence a day.

Emigration has of late years been considerable in the barony of Mohill among all classes,
and many persons of capital have gone, after the expiration of their leases ; this has been
caused by the landlords refusing to renew their leases, except at an increased rent. One of
these persons carried with him 7000l. Among the emigrants were many sons of small farmers,
who drained the little stock of the family to enable them to go ; but in most cases they have
remitted to their parents what they borrowed, and have besides enabled their brothers and
sisters to follow them to the colonies ; for the eagerness of those who have emigrated to have
the other members of their family follow them is inconceivable.

For a long time past two or three ships have sailed annually for Canada or the United
States, filled with emigrants from the barony of Murrisk ; but unfavourable accounts having
been received from those who departed, only one vessel cleared out with passengers this year.
For eleven guineas, a man, his wife and three children, may be conveyed to North America.
Most of those who emigrated have been persons possessing small capital.

In the barony of Carbery, the witnesses state, that in the years 1833 and 1834 the number
of those who emigrated was very considerable, and they were mostly persons in possession of
some money. The Protestants especially see their numbers daily diminishing, and they fear, if



they remain at home so small a body, they will be exposed to violence : many of them only
await the expiration of their leases to depart. The landlords now care no more for a Protestant
than for a Roman Catholic tenant.

The people are more disposed to proceed to the United States than to British America : the
fare to New York (4l,) is nearly double the fare to Quebec, and many persons have embarked
in vessels bound for Canada with the intention of proceeding on foot from Quebec to New
York. There are many instances of persons returning fromAmerica with money which they
had saved there, and giving excessive prices for small portions of land.

Barony of Balrothery.—For some years the emigration of small farmers and labourers has
been considerable ; but, unfortunately for Ireland, they have generally been the most
industrious, well-behaved, and the most monied of their class, thus leaving all the riff-raff as
an increased burden on the country. Many who have hitherto forborne to emigrate would now
accept a free passage, notwithstanding their great affection for the land of their birth.

Barony of Galmoy.—The number of persons who this year emigrated from this barony
exceeded that of any previous year. One man has returned fromAmerica with a sum of 240l ;
others have made remittances to enable their families to join them.

Barony of Clonlisk.—Emigration from this district has not been considerable.

Barony of Kells.—If a free passage to America were offered, many more would probably
emigrate than have emigrated hitherto, and the parish would pay the cost as far as the port.

Barony of Maryborough.—Emigration has been considerable during the last five years.
The Catholics have emigrated from distress, and the Protestants from the disturbed state of
the country. If they had the means, almost all the labourers would depart—old, young,
married and single.

Barony of Portnahinch.—The emigration has been rather considerable during the last few
years, the emigrants consisting of small farmers, the best labourers and agricultural and useful
mechanics. None of the large farmers have emigrated.

In the provinces of Munster and Ulster the answers were the same. The want of means is
the only obstacle to emigration : those who depart are not the most wretched, but the most
industrious and the best conducted : two or three hundred persons have emigrated from
several baronies each year. The Protestants say that they emigrate from fear of the Catholics ;
the Catholics deny this, assigning as the true motive of their emigration the jealousy of the
Protestants at the landlords ceasing to make religion a reason for exclusion from their farms,
and the Catholics obtaining them as easily as the Protestants.

About three hundred persons emigrated from the barony of Conello in 1835. They con-
sisted in great part of Palatines. The Palatines were originally German Protestants, who
settled in Ireland in the time of Queen Anne, planted villages in various parts of the country,
and obtained leases of land. They continue to this day a distinct body from the Irish pop-
ulation about them, and do not often intermarry with their neighbours, A considerable number
of these people emigrated, because they found they could not take land from which other
tenants had been ejected without incurring considerable danger.

Generally speaking, the emigrants prefer to go to the United States rather than to Canada,
and the witnesses in all the baronies state that they make remittances to enable their families
to join them.



The following is a table of the number of persons who have emigrated from England,
Scotland, and Ireland, for the Canadas, the United States, the Cape of Good Hope, or New
South Wales, annually from 1820 to 1833 :—

1820 ... 19,984
1821 ... 13,194
1822 ... 12,347
1823 ... 8,860
1824 ... 8,210
1825 ... 9,340
1826 ... 13,837
1827 ... 13,477
1828 ... 13,275
1829 ... 15,820
1830 ... 32,020
1831 ... 49,864
1832 ... 103,313
1833 ... 62,684

During the year 1832, in which the greatest emigration took place, the following number
of persons emigrated : —

66,339 to the North American colonies.
32,980 „ United States,
202 „ Cape of Good Hope.
3,792 „ New South Wales.

In the earliest times emigration was necessary, since it was only by this means that the
world could be populated. Husbandry being little known, the herdsmen wandered from place
to place with their flocks and herds, which in summer found pasture on the mountains, and in
winter on the plains. As their families multiplied, it was necessary to parcel out the country
according to the tribes, and thus nations were formed. But each member of the tribe main-
tained his religion, his family, his customs, his laws—in short, all that attaches a man to the
earth.

War formed another species of emigration. Urged by the desire of pillage or of vengeance.
the strongest people superseded or mingled with the weakest. But these emigrations were
voluntary, at least on the part of those who were aggressors, and often after victory they sub-
mitted to the laws and the customs of the conquered people. Apart from this, war has been
regarded as one of the greatest curses which God has inflicted upon man.

These two kinds of emigration, although very different, form so natural a consequence,
that they constitute the history of the world. In both cases there existed a common interest :
the slave followed his master, the vassal his lord, the soldier his officer ; in short, the weak
were under the guidance of a chief, whose power they constituted and whose protection they
in turn received.

On the contrary, the emigrations which we have examined in this chapter have no pre-
cedent in history, and form a scourge unknown until recent times amongst civilized nations
and even amongst savages.



Historians have pretended, that the course of emigration has been from north to south : this
assertion has little foundation, for modern history shows that the Arabs and Africans, who
inhabit from 20° to 30° latitude, have invariably pushed their invasions northwards, as the
inhabitants of from 55° to 70° have uniformly taken a southern direction. The countries
situated from 40° to 50° have thus been the object of ambition to the inhabitants of the north
and of the south, because both these peoples there found, first the productions to which they
were accustomed, and moreover the wine which is not produced in other climates.

But these modern emigrations are very different ; for the inhabitants of the banks of the
Rhine quit the country which affords the best wines and where the climate is the most
beautiful, and go to settle on the banks of the St. Lawrence, where it freezes for eight months
of the year. It is therefore not ambition, nor the desire for employments, which urges these
unhappy people—it is despair ; and indeed it must be such a motive to actuate men, simple in
their habits, who, as the recompense for the hardest work, do not even require bread, of which
they know not the taste. They ask only for potatoes and these they do not find ; and to
undergo every hazard, without leaders, protection, or support, and without any knowledge
whither they go, and are obliged to tear themselves from their families, friends, country, and
their habits of life. There is nothing more painful, nothing which appears a severer comment
upon the governments of their respective countries, than to meet, descending the banks of the
Shannon or the Rhine, those long trains of carts, filled with old men, women and children, in
ragged attire, quitting Europe, hitherto so dear to them, in order to embark for the rude wilds
of America.

There is in all this but one consolation—this new scourge is so terrible that it cannot
endure. The Americans, who witnessed with such scorn the arrival of these white negroes, as
they call them, find no longer any cause for laughter ; and in order to put a stop at once to
these importations, they have recently raised to ten dollars (forty-four shillings) the duty of
two dollars, which was formerly paid for each white man imported ; observing, with some
reason, that the English, who seek to stop the traffic of African negroes, would do well to
commence by putting an end to that of the whites.
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