
INFORMATION NOTE

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

UN Resolution 54/134.

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women, adopted by
the General Assembly in its resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993, and its
resolution 52/86 of 12 December 1997, entitled "Crime prevention and criminal
justice measures to eliminate violence against women",

Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.), the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (See resolution
2200 A (XXI), annex.), the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (Resolution 34/180, annex.) and the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(Resolution 39/46, annex.),

Taking note of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and
Eradication of Violence Against Women adopted by the General Assembly of the
Organisation of American States at its twenty-fourth regular session, held in Belém,
Brazil, from 6 to 10 June 1994 (Human Rights: A Compilation of International
Instruments, vol. II: Regional Instruments (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.97.XIV.1), sect. A.7.), and general recommendation 19 on violence against women
adopted by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women at its
eleventh session (See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-seventh
Session, Supplement No. 38 (A/47/38), chap. I.),

Concerned that violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of
equality, development and peace, as recognised in the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women (Report of the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15–26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.10), chap. I, sect. A.) and the Platform for Action of the
Fourth World Conference on Women (Report of the Fourth World Conference on
Women, Beijing, 4–15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.), which recommended a set of integral
measures to prevent and eliminate violence against women, and to the full
implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women,

Concerned also that some groups of women, such as women belonging to minority
groups, indigenous women, refugee women, migrant women, women living in rural
or remote communities, destitute women, women in institutions or in detention, the
girl child, women with disabilities, elderly women and women in situations of armed
conflict, are especially vulnerable to violence,
Recognising that violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal
power relations between men and women, which have led to domination over and
discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of their full



advancement, and that violence against women is one of the crucial social
mechanisms by which women are forced into subordinate positions, compared with
men,

Recognising also that the human rights of women and of the girl child are an
inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights (See
A/CONF.157/24 (Part I), chap. III, sect. I, para. 18.), and recognising further the
need to promote and protect all human rights of women and girls (Report of the
Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4?15 September 1995 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex I, para. 31.),

Alarmed that women do not fully enjoy their human rights and fundamental
freedoms, and concerned about the long-standing failure to protect and promote
those rights and freedoms in relation to violence against women (See Official
Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 3 (E/1999/23),
chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1999/42.),

Recognising with satisfaction the co-operation provided by the relevant agencies,
bodies, funds and organs of the United Nations system to different countries in the
fight to eradicate violence against women, in fulfilment of their respective mandates,

Recognising the efforts made by civil society and non-governmental organisations
that have contributed to creating a worldwide social conscience of the negative
impact, both on social and on economic life, of violence against women,

Reiterating that, according to article 1 of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women, the term “violence against women” means any act of
gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or
arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life,

1. Decides to designate 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women;
2. Invites, as appropriate, Governments, the relevant agencies, bodies, funds and
programmes of the United Nations system, and other international organisations and
non-governmental organisations, to organise on that day activities designed to raise
public awareness of the problem of violence against women.

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence
November 25 - December 10, 2007

Demanding Implementation, Challenging Obstacles: End Violence Against

Women

Since 1991, the 16 Days Campaign has helped to raise awareness about

gender violence and has highlighted its effects on women globally. Each

year, thousands of activists from all over the world utilize the campaign to

further their work to end violence against women. The campaign has

celebrated victories gained by women’s rights movements, it has



challenged policies and practices that allow women to be targeted for

acts of violence, it has called for the protection of people who defend

women’s human rights and it has demanded accountability from states,

including a commitment to recognize and act upon all forms of violence

against women as human rights abuses.

In the last decade, activism related to and awareness about the impact and
consequences of gender based violence has grown dramatically. A wide spectrum of
organizations, networks, and individuals are focusing on gender based violence as a
critical issue and are campaigning globally and locally for protection from and
prevention of all forms of violence against women (VAW).

While there has been much progress made, challenges still persist that hinder the
effectiveness of the work being done by anti-VAW activists and organizations. The
2007 16 Days Campaign dedicates this year’s theme to overcoming those
challenges and obstacles in order to gain long overdue results in the struggle to end
VAW. In collaboration with others, the 16 Days Campaign seeks to help dismantle
obstacles and overcome challenges posed by social attitudes and policies that
continue to condone and perpetuate gender based violence.

Challenges and obstacles have been identified by activists in all regions of the
world, and we have chosen to highlight a few of those here. These can be
addressed both as demands to be made on the state or other institutions and as
actions that we must take in our own work in order to achieve better results. A few
suggestions for focusing advocacy in this year’s campaign include:

• Demanding and securing adequate funding for work against VAW;
• Calling for greater accountability and political commitment from states to prevent
and punish all forms of violence against women in practice, not just in words;

• Increasing awareness of the impact of violence against women, including
engaging in measures to end it by men and boys;

• Evaluating the impact and effectiveness of work to prevent violence against
women;

• Securing the space for advocacy and defending the defenders of women’s human
rights in their work to end gender based violence.

The 16 Days Campaign continues to highlight important issues raised in past years,
including looking at VAW as a public health crisis, the intersection between
HIV/AIDS and VAW, and the protection of women human rights defenders. The
campaign will also promote valuable advocacy tools such as key recommendations
from the 2006 Secretary General’s study on VAW. More information can be found in
this year’s kit, including fact-sheets and information relevant for campaigning!

Please see the 2007 Take Action Kit for more details on each of these ideas,
including actions tailored especially for the 2007 16 Days Campaign. The Take
Action Kit will include: suggested actions and materials for the 2007 campaign:
Demanding Implementation, Challenging Obstacles

• a campaign profile and information about key dates

• a list of participating organizations and countries

• a bibliography and resource list



Request a 2007 Take Action Kit!
contact the Center for Women’s Global Leadership to request a kit:

Center for Women’s Global Leadership
160 Ryders Lane, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8555 USA; Phone:
1-732-932-8782; Fax: 1-732-932-1180; E-mail: cwgl@igc.org;
Or to access the kit online, go to: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days/home.html

Join the 16 Days movement!
Create or join a community, campus, national or international activity for the 16
Days. Request a Take Action Kit, join the 16 Days listserv, and use past 16 Days
International Calendars of Activities (available online) to spark ideas for your
activities or to find information about groups in your area. Submit your planned
projects to CWGL for posting to the 2007 International Calendar of Activities and
become part of the global 16 Days movement.

Join the 16 Days electronic discussion!
Join the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence email listserve discussion,
which lets activists share work against violence, build partnerships with others
worldwide, and develop strategies and themes for the annual 16 Days Campaign.
To join the discussion, visit
https://email.rutgers.edu/mailman/listinfo/16days_discussion
Submit your materials! Help us build a 16 Days Archive!

CWGL requests that participants in the 16 Days Campaign – past as well as present
– send descriptions of your current or past 16 Days events to the contact information
below for posting in the electronic International Calendar of Activities. CWGL would
also be pleased to receive other materials, including posters, fliers, photographs, t-
shirts, video footage, poems, songs, statements, and reports for the campaign
archives. If you have photographs, documents, or other examples of your work that
you can send in an electronic version, please do so and we will post it on the
website.

The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence is coordinated by

the Center for Women’s Global Leadership
160 Ryders Lane, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8555 USA; Phone:
1-732-932-8782; Fax: 1-732-932-1180;
E-mail: cwgl@igc.org;Web: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu
Center for Women's Global Leadership
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
160 Ryders Lane
New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8555
Tel: 1-732-932-8782
Fax: 1-732-932-1180
Email: cwgl@igc.org
Website: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu



IRELAND

Adapt Services, Limerick * Amnesty International (Ireland) * Balor

Theatre Group * Bray Women’s Refuge * Carlow Women's Aid *

Community Response to Domestic Violence Network * Community

School, Cardonaugh * Donegal Domestic Violence Service * Dublin 12

Domestic Violence Service * Dundalk Women’s Aid * Forward Steps

Family Resource Centre * Galway Arts Centre * Galway County Council

* Galway Rape Crisis Centre * Inishowen Women's Centre * Irish

Museum of Modern Arts * Kiltimagh and District CDP * Limerick Rape

Crisis Center * Longford Women's Centre * Loreto Convent, Letterkenny

* Mayo Rape Crisis Center * Mayo Women’s Support Services * Meitheal

* Mulroy College, Milford * National Disability Authority * National

Network of Refuges and Support Services * National Steering Committee

on Violence Against Women * National Traveller Women’s Forum * North

Wall Women’s Center * North West Women’s Human Rights Forum *

Northern Ireland Women’s Aid Federation * Open Door Network * Pavee

Point Travellers Centre * Ringsend Action Project, Ltd * Sligo Rape

Crisis Center * Southside Addressing Violence Effectively (SAVE) * St.

Kevin’s Family Resource Center * St. Michael’s Family Resource Centre *

Tralee Women’s Resource Centre * Violence Against Women 365 Days

Poster Exhibit * Waterford Local Area Network * Waterside House *

WAVES Coalition * West Training and Development * Women’s Aid *

Women’s Education and Resource Center, Dublin * Women’s Human

Rights Campaign

Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID)
http://www.awid.org/

Beyond Access

Centre for Gender & Women's Studies

http://www.tcd.ie/cgws/

Ireland 16 Days
http://www.ireland16days.blogspot.com/

Institute for Feminism and Religion

National Women's Council of Ireland
http://www.nwci.ie/

Social Science Gateway
http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/



The Women's History Project

http://www.nationalarchives.ie/wh/

UCD Women's Education, Research and Resource Centre
http://www.ucd.ie/werrc/index.html (WERRC)

WeAVE is a European gender studies Network

WINGS: Women's International News Gathering Service

Women's Aid Online

Women's Studies Centre NUI Galway
http://www.nuigalway.ie/wsc/

Women's Studies at the University of Limerick


