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FIONN

THIS eminent warrior and statesman, was the son-in-law of Cormac. The flattery of ancient
poetry had exaggerated him into a monster of the fancy ; and the accident of a singular piece
of literary imposture has obliterated from his fame all the circumstances of human reality. His
wisdom and valour have had the singular misfortune of being consigned to oblivion by
poetry, which has always been supposed to bestow on virtue the immortality of fame.

Fionn’s father was Cumhal, the son of Trien More, descended in the fourth remove from
Raugadut, king of Leinster. In right of his mother, he inherited the territory of Almuin in that
province. He also possessed a large tract in Leinster, by a grant from the provincial king.

He succeeded his father to the rank and office of commander of the Irish militia, then the
most select and highly-trained force of which there is any record in ancient annals. His station
gave him the privilege of familiar friendship with the wise monarch of Ireland, by
whom he was consulted, as a principal adviser, in the extensive improvements of the law and
civil economy of the kingdom which he was labouring to effect.

The standing force of this Irish militia has been stated at three thousand select men. On
occasions of apparent danger from rebellion, or any other cause, seven thousand were deemed
fully adequate to all the demands of internal or external emergency.

At this period, there was between Ireland and North Britain the close alliance of parental
affinity. The Dalriads, whose origin we have already noticed, looked chiefly to Ireland in their
emergencies ; and in the computation of the Irish force, there seems to have been an
allowance for the protection of this colonial ally. Training, and careful selection, rendered this
small force equal to the indiscriminate muster of a kingdom : a fact easily understood, from
the description of the mode of selection, and plan of discipline ; which, though alloyed by a
little obvious exaggeration, may yet substantially be received as the truth. The number,
station, and duty of the officers, may be passed, as having no peculiar difference from the
modern distribution of military command. It is in the tests of selection, and the code of
discipline, that the traces of Cormac and Fionn, and the spirit of the nation, are to be found.
Among these, for they are minute and many, we select a few :—One of the ordinances was a
provision guarding against the vindictive principle of retaliation, which was then a main
cause of much of the disorders of society. No soldier was allowed to enlist, unless his
relations entered into an agreement, binding them not to attempt to revenge his death. By this,
it is also evident, that he became more strictly within the penal power of military discipline.

The second regulation provided for the respectability of the body, by making knowledge
and literary taste essential to selection. The remaining conditions are, at least, amusing. They
relate to bodily qualifications, and contain some curiously-impracticable tests. We extract
them, however, as unquestionably containing the principle of selection, founded on the
ancient state of warfare, as well as on the physical characters, to this day observable among
the Celtic race of Ireland.



“ The second qualifications for admittance into these standing forces was, that no one
should be received unless he had a poetical genius, and could compose verses, and was well
acquainted with the twelve books of poetry.

“ The third condition was, that he should be a perfect master of his weapons, and able to
defend himself against all attacks ; and to prove his dexterity in the management of his arms,
he was placed in a plain field, encompassed with green sedge that reached above his knee ; he
was to have a target by him, and a hazel stake in his hand, of the length of a man’s arm. Then
nine experienced soldiers of the militia were drawn out, and appointed to stand at the distance
of nine ridges of land from him, and to throw all their javelins at him at once : if he had the
skill, with the target and stake, to defend himself, and come off unhurt, he was admitted into
the service ; but if he had the misfortune to be wounded by one of these javelins, he was
rejected as unqualified, and turned off with reproach.

“ A fourth qualification was, that he should run well, and in his flight defend himself from
his enemy ; and to make a trial of his activity, he had his hair plaited, and was obliged to run
through a wood, with all the militia pursuing him, and was allowed but the breadth of a tree
before the rest at his setting out. If he was overtaken in the chase, or received a wound, before
he had ran through the wood, he was refused, as too sluggish and unskilful to fight with
honour among those valiant troops.

“ It was required in the fifth place, that whoever was a candidate for admission into the
militia, should have a strong arm, and hold his weapon steady ; and if it was observed that his
hand shook, he was rejected.

“ The sixth requisite was, that when he ran through a wood, his hair should continue tied
up during the chase ; if it fell loose, he could not be received.

“ The seventh qualification, to be so swift and light of foot, as not to break a rotten stick by
standing upon it.

“ The eighth condition was, that none should have the honour of being enrolled among the
Irish militia, that was not so active as to leap over a tree as high as his forehead ; or could not,
by the agility of his body, stoop easily under a tree that was lower than his knees.

“ The ninth condition required was, that he could, without stopping, or lessening his
speed, draw a thorn out of his foot.

“ The tenth, and last, qualification was, to take an oath of allegiance, to be true and faith-
ful to the commanding officer of the army. These were the terms required for admission
among these brave troops ; which, so long as they were exactly insisted upon, the militia of
Ireland were an invincible defence to their country, and a terror to rebels at home and
abroad.” [1]

From these accounts, with all their palpable inconsistencies, one inference may be safely
drawn : that the military force of the country were brought, by Fionn, to a high state of
discipline and efficiency. The traditions of their exploits, and ascertained remains of their
customs, alone are certain indications of so much.

We hasten, however, to a subject of more importance in the history of Fionn. We shall
touch but briefly upon the spurious translations of Macpherson ; because the world has been
long since wearied with inconclusive reiterations on the subject ; and the improved know-



ledge of our best modern antiquaries seems to have concluded, in a scornful silence, on the
dishonest character of his attempt to rob this island of her bards and warriors.

As modern history began to emerge from the obscurity of the middle ages, much of those
more ancient materials which should form the basis of all true history scattered, obscured, and
mutilated, by the events of a long revolutionary period of confusion had not yet been
sought out, restored, brought together, and compared : and while these were wanting, bold
inventions, rendered specious by their adaptation to the spirit of their date, occupied their
place. These were felt, for the most part, to be of spurious or doubtful authority by the more
sober writers, in whose pages they yet found a place, from the mere want of the means to
disprove or replace them. The genius of theory, however, which still holds by no means a
sinecure station in history, was a principal guide through the perplexity of a research, where
so much must needs have belonged to conjecture. Slight facts ; faint analogies ; traditions
variously corrupted by omission, accumulation of error, fraud, and the natural prejudices of
nationality ; took form, according to the imagination or prejudice of the collector : and
national periods, that never had existence, thus assumed a form and seeming consistency
on the chronicler’s scroll. One followed another, each adding some new confirmation, drawn
from the same dark region of unreal fancies and dimly-seen shadows. Such is a brief abstract
of the character and pretension of those writers of the 15th and 16th centuries, who enabled
Buchanan to compose a history, possessing all the recommendations which national feeling,
and a strong, elegant, and vivacious style, could impart to accounts grounded on a mixture of
fraud, mistake, and speculation. By this class of writers the first colony of Scots from Ireland
was carried back many centuries, and placed before the Christian era, which, in point of fact,
preceded this event by two centuries and a half ; and the history of a line, far more shadowy
than the vision of Banquo’s royal race, makes its appearance on the tablet of the imposing
romance of the middle ages.

These old writers, however, were still to some extent compelled to adopt the main form of a
tradition which, however obscure, corrupt, and dateless, was yet shaped from events and
notions based on events. Awriter belonging to a recent period, taking advantage of the silent
obscurity of the subject, has made a more daring attempt to shape antiquity into a theory, for the
purpose of maintaining a literary project of his own. Taking advantage of the confusion by
which the ancient name of Ireland has become the modern name of Scotland—availing himself
of the near affinity of the Highland and Irish languages—of the traditions common to both—
and of the specious prejudices of his time in favour of the more civilized, and against the less
fortunate of the two countries ; he boldly seized on a theory which, in the absence of the facts,
is highly accommodated to appearances ; and at once reversing the claims of Ireland and her
Highland descendants, he peoples the former from the latter, and boldly transfers the poetry,
history, and persons, of a most authentic period of Irish history to the Highlands of Scotland.

The fictions of the Scottish history of Buchanan’s age and compositions have long been
exploded, by the skilful science and united judgment of the most reputed modern antiquaries
of the kingdom. Nor, in these days of enlightened research, would even a Highland bard be
hardy enough to trace the Highland tribes, or the Scottish monarchy, beyond the dates
assigned by the thoroughly established annals of their parent island. Nor need the ancestral
pride of the Highland Celt shrink from the decision, which (looking justly on the past) adds to
his descent the indefinite glories of the farthest descended and most illustrious race in the
annals of European antiquity.

A just allowance for this consideration, which may here be allowed to repose on the view of
Irish history already given, must dissolve the dreams of Mr M‘Pherson, without the pains of
any detailed analysis of his work. The grounds of charge against him are briefly : mistakes as to



chronology ; gross anachronisms in the use of names, and in the construction of his specimens
of original language ; the assumption, on no authority, of names, persons, and events, as part of
the history of one country, which have an authorized place solely in the history and traditions of
another. As O’Conor remarks, he describes Ossian as the illiterate bard of an illiterate age,
having his poems handed down 1400 years by tradition, and yet unknown through all this
period, till discovered at the end of it, and given to the world in the form of a voluminous well-
arranged series of epic poems, deficient in no link, obscure in no allusion, and comprising a
royal bard’s history of the wars and changes of a most eventful period.

Such is no unfair description of a most ill-combined artifice ; gratuitous so far as its
authority, and, in its construction, a tissue of shallow contradictions. Of these the reader, who
cares to satisfy himself by entering into details we cannot afford, will find a clear exposure in
most recent histories of Ireland.

CRIOMTHAN

A. D. 360.

PASSING the royal occupants of the throne, from Cormac son of Art, [2] we arrive at
Criomthan, a lineal descendant of the great Oilioll Olum. The intervening names supply little
more than a series of those genealogies, which formed so important a part of the ancient Irish
records ; of all these persons, there is not one whose history could afford new matter for
observation, or indeed any event of interest, unless we except the curious history of the three
Collas, of which the outline might doubtless be offered, on the satisfactory authority of the
Psalter of Cashel ; but when we have sifted the facts from the embellishments which they
have received from antique superstition, they present nothing more than the ordinary features
of rebellions, battles, and usurpations, on the same petty scale which applies to so much that
we have related.

Criomthan is entitled to the distinction of this notice, however slight, not only because his
reign occurs within the limits of a period of great and peculiar interest in the annals and
traditions of Ireland ; but is also distinguished by incidents, which, though, like all the real
events of Irish antiquity sparingly recorded, yet cast a striking reflection on the increased
communication which is presently to appear between Ireland and the continental nations. He
carried his arms successfully into Britain, and exacted tribute both in England, and the neigh-
bouring territories of the north. He had the like success in France ; and as this example
appears to have been followed by some of the succeeding princes, we are at liberty to con-
jecture the influence of an enlarged civilization, in expanding the national sphere of action
and intercourse.

The reign of Criomthan is illustrated by the noble forbearance and justice of his friend
Conall, a descendant of the Munster kings. This prince had been educated with Criomthan,
who, in the amplitude of his power, thought fit to raise his young friend to the vacant Munster
throne. Conall’s first impulse was probably the natural triumph of gratified ambition. But he
listened to the remonstrances of the members of the other branch of the family, whose
representative Corc, was the rightful claimant to the Munster throne. Conall might have
retained this dignity without opposition, under the powerful alliance of the monarch. But a
sense of justice prevailed, he referred the claims of both to an impartial arbitration, and by
their just award yielded the throne of Munster to its rightful claimant. The sentence of the
judges recognised at the same time his claim to the succession after Fiachadh, who soon
made way for him to take rightful possession of the throne, of which he had the rare grace to
abandon a wrongful claim.



Criomthan was poisoned by his sister, who is said to have been actuated by so inveterate a
determination, that to deceive him, she tasted the poison, and paid with her life the penalty of
her foul crime. The monarch died at Sliabh Vidhe, near Limerick. He was succeeded by the
celebrated Niall.

NIALL OF THE NINE HOSTAGES

A. D. 375.

NIALL was the son of Eochaidh Muigh Meedon, the predecessor of Criomthan.

The settlement of the Caledonian Dalriads has already been described. They were at this
time exceedingly harassed by their Pictish neighbours. In their distress, they looked to the
usual resource of Irish protection, and Niall crossed over with an army, of sufficient power to
awe the Picts into submission without recourse to a trial of strength. His interference became,
therefore, more of a political than military character. At the request of the Dalriads, he
changed the name of the country to Scotia ; and that it might be distinguished from the parent
island, he imposed the less flattering addition of minor. So that Ireland was from thenceforth
designed to retain the appellation of Scotia Major, and Scotland of Scotia Minor. Till this
period Scotland had borne the name of Albyn.

Niall also led a powerful army into France, where he committed considerable devastation ;
and making a second descent in concert with the Dalradians of Scotland, they plundered the
whole district of the Loire. It was in one of these expeditions that a large body of captives
was brought into Ireland by this monarch, amongst whom, it is said, was the youth afterwards
so well known, in our ecclesiastical annals, under the title of St Patrick.

The ambition of Niall appears to have swelled far beyond the narrow circle of provincial
enterprise, which formed the boundary of his predecessors. His life seems to have been
passed in successive expeditions into Scotland, England, and France. In one of these he met
his death, on the banks of the Loire, from the hand of Eochaidh, a Leinster prince, whom he
had exasperated by various acts of hostility and oppression. The incident was as follows :—
Eochaidh, burning with revenge, offered himself as a volunteer in the ranks of the Dalriadic
force, which formed a part of the army of Niall. He had, while an exile in Scotland, formed an
intimacy with Gabran, the leader of this force, by whom he was readily received, and thus
contrived to attach himself to the force of his powerful enemy. Niall, who soon became
apprised of the fact, seems to have taken the alarm, and refused to admit him to his presence.
But his precaution was insufficient. Eochaidh watched with the deadly vigilance of hate, and
it was not long till the moment of vengeance arrived. One day, as Niall had seated himself on
the banks of the Loire, an arrow, shot from a thicket on the other side, pierced him through.
Eochaidh immediately returned to Ireland, and, taking possession of the province of Leinster,
reigned for many years.

Among the many curious romances of old tradition, that of Eochaidh’s children is among
the best. It would indeed require but a little aid from the established story-telling phrase, to
entitle it to a distinguished place in Eastern fiction, to which the Irish legend has a family
resemblance too near to be unnoticed. As it may, however, happen to be but an imaginative
version of the truth, we shall offer it in the unassuming dress of a simple outline.

When Eochaidh was an exile in Scotland, and under the protection of the governor of the
Scottish Dalradians—it fell out that his lady and the princess of Scotland were, on the same
night, and in the same apartment, taken ill with the pains of child-birth. They were friends,



and seemed resolved not to be separated in the pangs or the triumphs of that interesting trial
of female fortitude. There was, perhaps, another reason. The princess of Scotland was deeply
anxious to conciliate her husband’s affections with the present of a son and heir, and had
concerted the arrangement which was to ensure her an added chance. In order to effect the
desirable object, no one but the midwife was allowed to enter, until they should be called for.
The event proved the wisdom and success of this arrangement. The princess of Leinster had
two sons, but the Scottish princess only a daughter. With silent celerity the preconcerted
change was made ; the princess received from the hands of the discreet midwife, one of the
boys of her friend, and the happy tidings of an infant prince of Scotland soon surrounded her
bed with the king and his court in joyful congratulation.

Years rolled on—the infant grew to be a gallant prince, and at length, on the death of his
supposed father, ascended the Scottish throne. Being of a warlike genius, he resolved to lay
claim to the supremacy of Ireland ; and making immense levies, he landed in Ireland, and
struck terror and dismay wherever he turned his course. But of all the princes who trembled at a
power they had no means to withstand, the youthful king of Leinster had the most to fear ; the
hostile purpose of Eogan seemed to be more especially directed against him. In this serious
perplexity, when he had neither force to resist, nor wealth to comply with the exorbit-ant
demands of his formidable enemy, he was, perhaps, little relieved by the sudden declaration of
his mother, that she would herself seek the king of Scotland, and engaged that she would
completely turn away his hostile design. The good old queen’s proposal must have seemed
absurd to her son ; but she had her own way, and went to seek the king of Scotland in his camp.

The Scottish king was a little surprised at receiving a visit from one so old, and was still
more so when she ventured to expostulate with him on his meditated hostilities towards her
son. Thinking, probably, that the Leinster prince had shown no great wisdom in his selection of
an ambassador, he gave way to his impatience, and exclaiming that he had no notion of being
turned from his purpose by the ravings of an old hag, he sternly bade her leave his presence
without delay. The old lady replied with a solemn composure, that his own mother was a hag
such as she, and that she had an important secret, of the utmost concern to him, which could
only be communicated to his private ear. The king’s curiosity was excited, and he ordered the
hall to be cleared. When alone, she told him the secret history of his birth, and that he was her
son, and the brother of the prince whom he was about to invade. To confirm his story, she
appealed to the evidence of his reputed mother, the princess of Scotland. The king of Scotland
was much astonished at so singular a story, and immediately despatched a messenger to desire
the queen of Scotland’s presence with all possible speed. In a short time she arrived, and
unreservedly confirmed the whole account of the Leinster princess. The king, satisfied that a
disclosure, which must needs endanger his crown, required to be sup-pressed at any sacrifice,
exacted from both ladies a pledge of the most inviolate secrecy ; and not only agreed to
withdraw his troops from Leinster, but from that moment entered into a treaty with the prince,
of which the event was lasting peace and strict friendship between the brother kings.

Niall had eight sons, to whom many ancient Irish families can be traced. The reason of his
peculiar title, which has, by all historians, been added to his name, is said to be his having
kept nine hostages—four from Scotland, and five from Ireland, as pledges for the peaceable
conduct of each of these countries.

DATHI
A. D. 398.

DATHY succeeded Niall. He was much distinguished for personal activity, and the sprightly
vivacity of his manner, temper, and motions. His claim to historic notice, is the enterprising



spirit of his reign. Like his immediate predecessor, he carried his arms into France, where he
met a fate not inappropriate to his sparkling temper, and bold career. At the foot of the Alps
his ambitious course was put an end to, by a flash of lightning.

The bold and enterprising spirit of this monarch, and his immediate predecessor, first
broke through the line of isolation between this island and the continent of Europe. By their
foreign wars and alliances, they extended the fame and intercourse of their country, and thus
paved the way for Christianity, which in their time was diffusing its civilizing lustre over a
barbarous world. “ No two monarchs,” says O’Conor in his Dissertations, “ can be equalled
with them in this particular, as none ever carried the glory of the Scottish arms farther : both
opposed the Romans in Britain—both pursued them into Gaul,” &c. Dathy’s body was
brought over by his officers, and buried at Roilic na Riogh, near Cruachan, once a burial
place of Irish kings. Of these ancient burial places there were two, in which most of the Irish
kings were buried : Brugh na Boyne, and Roilic na Riogh. Of these the latter is the more
eminent ; its remains are yet to be found near Cruachan (Croghan), in Connaught. O’Conor
thus describes them : “ The latter place is of a circular form, surrounded with a stone ditch,
greatly defaced. It measures a hundred and sixteen paces in diameter, and is remarkable, at
present, for nothing but being once the dormitory of so many of our heathen kings, celebrated
in a few sweet lines by Torna Egeas, a filea of the fourth century. Dathy, the last of our
heathen monarchs, was therein interred.” Keating gives at full length the history of this
ancient cemetery, from the poetry of an Irish bard, who enumerates the kingly occupants of
its ancient dust : among the names thus mentioned is that of Dathy—

“ Here Dathy lies (whose deeds are sung by fame)
Near Cruachan’s pensive walls.”

LAOGAIRE
A. D. 421.

LAOGAIRE was the son of Niall. His reign of thirty years is rendered especially remarkable,
by the succession of events which made Ireland a Christian country. Of these our notice may
be appropriated to the lives of those eminent persons who were the instruments of so great a
revolution.

Among the strictly secular events of this reign, is to be noticed a solemn convention, for
the special purpose of examining the ancient annals and genealogies of the kingdom. By this
meeting the task was committed to nine persons, viz., Laogaire himself, with the kings of
Ulster and Munster, the three bishops, Patrick, Benignus, and Cairneach, and the antiquaries
Dubhthach, Fergus, and Rosa. The record of this transaction is preserved in an ancient Irish
poem ; of which, as a specimen of this class of compositions, the reader may find some
interest in the following version from Keating, which, amid its uncouth versification, carries
the peculiar tone of its antique originality :—

“ The learned authors of these choice records,
Which for their truth are called the great antiquity,
Were nine, selected by the Convocation,
For wisdom and integrity renowned ;
Three kings, three prelates, and three antiquaries :
The prelates were, the most devout St Patrick,
The pious Binen, and the wise Cairneach ;
The kings were Laogaire, the Irish monarch,
A prince in heraldry exactly skilled ;



Joined with him was the judicious Daire,
The warlike king of Ulster ; the third
A prince for letters and for martial acts
Was famous, his name was Corc, the potent king
Of Munster : three antiquaries next surveyed
These old records, and purged them by their skill ;
The faithful Dubhthach, and the sage Fergus,
And Rosa, nicely versed in foreign tongues.
These perused the annals of their ancestors,
Erased the errors, the effects of fraud
Or ignorance ; and by the test of truth
Examined, they established the records
And every pedigree of noble blood ;
And thus corrected, they descend to us,
Unworthy issue of our brave progenitors.” [3]

From this period, by a decree of this monarch, the annals of the kingdom were committed
to the keeping of the bishops ; by these they were caused to be transcribed and deposited in
the principal churches. Many of these venerable manuscripts, thus preserved, have survived
the ravage of time, and of the Danish heathens of our second period, and found their way into
public libraries and private collections, and form the most valuable portion of the material of
our ancient history. Of these are enumerated, the Book of Armagh, the Psalter of Cashel, the
Book of Glendalogh, the Book of Clonmacnoise, &c., &c.

Laogaire’s death is said by Keating to have been caused by a stroke of lightning ; and,
with the superstitious feeling in which this simple and credulous, but sincere and zealous, old
man seems always to participate, is attributed to a special visitation of Divine anger, for
breaking his faith with Criomthan, a Leinster chief, who having taken his monarch prisoner in
battle, exacted as his ransom the remission of the Boromean tribute. That such are not the
ways of providence, it is needless to tell the student either of profane history, or sacred
revelation, or the observer of the events of life. Laogaire’s son, Lughaidh, afterwards suc-
ceeded in the alternate course of Irish royalty. This was not, perhaps, the legal course of the
monarchy : the establishment of the Munster throne, probably, afforded a general sanction to
the ambition of princes ; and as, in most cases, the kings of Ireland were carried off by some
sudden and violent death, leaving their children either too young or too inadequately sup-
ported to assert their rights, an opening to the throne was thus made for the prepared vigil-
ance of the next in title, or the strongest. From whatever cause it is, this period is marked by a
remarkable uniformity in this mode of succession. Laogaire was succeeded by Oilioll Molt,
the son of his predecessor Dathy.

OILIOLL MOLT
A. D. 453.

OF this monarch nothing is recorded of sufficient interest to detain our notice. He sum-
moned a convention at Tara. It is said that in a manuscript of great antiquity, he is mentioned
as “ king of the Scots.” He was at war with Leinster ; and fought a battle at Tuama Aithie,
memorable for an unusual carnage on both sides. The son of Laogaire at length was enabled
to bring an army to the field, and a battle soon ensued, in which Oilioll was slain.



LUGHAIGH
A. D. 473.

THIS reign has little memorable on record. Lughaidht was contemporary with Felix III., the
bishop of Rome, who was excommunicated by the rival bishop of Constantinople. In this
time, also, the struggle between the ancient Britons and Saxons seems to have been at its
height. And it may best put the reader in possession of the general position of the period to
notice, that it was in 449 that the arrival of the Saxons in Britain, under Hengist and Horsa, is
fixed by most historians of reputed authority, from whence this struggle may be reckoned to
have continued for one hundred and thirty years, to the complete establishment of the Saxons,
at the end nearly of the sixth century—a period of extreme rudeness and ignorance.

It was in this reign that a considerable force from Ireland was led into Scotland by Lorn,
the eldest son of Erc, who conquered Argyle from the Picts.

We have already, as we advanced, noticed the various settlements of the Irish Scots in
North Britain—the first, of which we have any certainty, occurred in the beginning of the
third century. From this up to the period now before our notice, they had preserved their
footing in the country, with various degrees of success ; sometimes in alliance, and more
frequently, perhaps, in hostility with the Picts, who may be regarded as the natives. These
were (according to the best authority) a Gothic race from the northern forests of Germany,
then very generally called Scythia. They had, it is said, early sought a settlement in Hibernia.
and had been referred by the natives to Britain, as the less occupied territory. They followed
the suggestion, but sought wives from the Irish Scots, which were allowed them, on the con-
dition of settling that in doubtful cases the sceptre should descend in the female line. From
this a broken and intermitting alliance seems to have begun—as the Picts and Scots are com-
monly named together in the numerous invasions of Britain, which the English annalists trace
to the north. But there was still throughout a succession of repeated struggles between the
Dalriadic or Hibernian colony and their neighbours ; the effect of which was to make their
tenure doubtful, and to repress their prosperity.

The event of this reign gave a decisive impulse in their favour. Although the Picts still
continued to retain their independence, and to possess the best parts of the country ; yet the
foundation for conquest, was secured in the possession of a territory so well fortified by
nature as the district now in possession of the Irish Scots. From this a Scottish kingdom may
be said to have struck root, and begun to expand. The Picts, also, from many causes, began to
decline : and were finally subdued in the 9th century, when the sovereignty of Scotland
became vested in a line of Dalriadic kings, in the person of Kenneth M‘Alpine. The period
during which this early settlement was subject to the parent country, is computed by Giraldus
at 315 years, to the time of William Rufus. It may here be added, that it was about the middle
of the 9th century when the seat of government was removed by the Scots to the Lowlands.

The death of St Patrick took place in the fourteenth year of this reign, Gelasius was elected
to the Roman see in the last.

Lughaidht was a violent enemy to the Christian religion, and a persecutor of its first
preachers. He reigned twenty-two years, and died in 493.



MURTOUGH
A. D. 493.

MORTOUGH’S reign was one of great trouble. In one year he was obliged to fight five battles.

He reigned till A. D. 515, when he died in his house at Chetteigh. As the lives of these
kings are little marked by any civil history, of sufficient interest to occupy the reader, and as
the principal events of the period are entirely ecclesiastical in their character, we may refer
them to the memoirs of our ecclesiastical series. To preserve the succession of order, we shall
here, as in other similar cases, give lists containing the dates of the reigns which we do not
think it expedient to offer at length. This course is rendered advisable, from the circumstance,
that no reign occurs of sufficient importance or duration to comprise any integral portion of
our ecclesiastical affairs.

Mortough was succeeded by Tuathal ...... 515
After whom, we have in order

Diarmuid . . ...... ....... 528
Feargus and Daniel .... ....... 550
Eochaidh and Baodan .... ....... 551
Ainmereach .... ...... .... 554
Baodan ...... ......... 557
Aodh ............ .. . 558
Hugh Slanie and Colman Rimidh .... ... 585

[1] Keating.
[2] Cormac was succeeded by Eochaidh Gunait, in 253. He reigned for one year, and was
succeeded by Cairbre, the son of Cormac. Cairbre was slain in the battle of Gabbra,
occasioned by the revolt of the militia, and succeeded by Fathach Airgtheach, and his
brother, of whom the first mentioned murdered the latter, and was dethroned and slain by
the militia in the battle of Ollarbha. Then, in 182, the reign of Fiachadh is marked by his
struggle with the three Collas who, by his death, ended his reign of thirty years, and in like
manner disturbed the succeeding reign of his son Muircadhach.

[3] Keating.
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