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•

Had all the travellers from Great Britain who visited America during the early decades of
the nineteenth century been of so discriminating a temperament as the Scotchman whose
work we republish as volume ix of our series, Americans might have lacked that sensitiveness
that arose from unjust and flippant portrayal and criticism of American manners.

James Flint was of a good family, had been carefully educated, and possessed a sound and
just judgment, with capacity for philosophic insight. Coming to the United States to observe
conditions, he depicts them with candor and good will. While confessing favorable pre-
conceptions, due to a personal liking for democratic institutions, our author does not omit the
shadows in his pictures ; but he presents them with such dispassionate fairness that the sting
of criticism is removed.

Flint was particularly interested in the Middle West. Therefore, after a brief sojourn in
New York and Philadelphia, where he commented judiciously on all that made for the higher
life of these two young cities, he followed the great Western thoroughfare which crossed
Pennsylvania to Pittsburg, then the gateway of trans-Allegheny America. Here he purchased a
skiff and floated down the Ohio, occasionally landing to make visits and observations ; from
Portsmouth he proceeded on a circuit through Ohio and Kentucky, settling at length at the
falls of Ohio, in the Indiana town of Jeffersonville.

A resident at this place for several months, his investigation of Western conditions
assumed a new phase. No longer the passing traveller, noting the novelties and peculiarities
of the people, Flint began a systematic observation of American institutions in general, and
particularly the political, social, and economic life of the Middle West. In his succinct but
comprehensive study of the national constitution and local state governments, he anticipates



De Tocqueville and Bryce. His comments upon the judicial system show an appreciation of
the stern necessities of primitive justice, coupled with the law-abiding spirit characteristic of
the Anglo-Saxon race. His notes upon the power of public opinion as a restraining force in
political life, and upon the universal veneration for the constitution, show that he discovered
the fundamental principles underlying American political life. His comprehension of the
historical development of the West is remarkable for keen insight and prophetic vision. He
realized what the acquisition of Louisiana had meant in dispelling the dangers of a Western
secession from the republic ; and showed that the true interests of the West allied her with
Eastern markets.

Looming large on the horizon, Flint discerned the second factor which was to rend
American life. The discussion of the Missouri Compromise had scarce begun, but already he
saw that the nation could not always exist half-slave and half-free. He saw also that the long
border line forming a kind of moral boundary, was the crucial difficulty, and that the acute
stage in the controversy would be reached over the question of fugitive slaves. To the present
generation these seem self-evident truths ; but fewAmericans and fewer foreigners had the
keenness to perceive this before 1820. Flint, however, unlike many Englishmen of his day,
was no radical condemner of slavery ; he appreciated its patriarchal features and its real
benefits for the negroes. He also saw that the masters suffered more deterioration by the
system than the slaves ; that the responsibility for the system rested not upon present, but
historic conditions ; and that wholesale denunciation was not only unjust, but useless.

In addition to his comments on this great social question, Flint throws much light on
general conditions in the young West. He studies the spectacular drama of the camp-meeting
revival not only from the point of picturesqueness, but of educational and religious develop-
ment. He realizes the need of the people for education, but appreciates the provisions made
therefor in public lands. Throughout the West he finds the saving remnant—people of culture
and refinement, who welcome strangers with hospitality, and are laboring to erect a worthy
civilization in this newest community. The social equality everywhere evident among whites
pleases him, and he remarks not unkindly upon the general dislike for personal service that
characterizes the ambitious West. His satire on the excess of the honorary titles of “ major,”
“ colonel,” and “ judge,” as well as upon the readiness with which the “ land of liberty” is
vociferously proclaimed, is gentle and kindly.

But all these features of Flint’s work are secondary to his economic study. Not only did he
prove himself a wise and trained observer, but he was a scientific economist, and had come to
the United States for research material. At each stage of his travels he sets forth the ratio
between prices and wages, explains the industrial aspects, and the prospects for emigrants.
Already, he tells us, nearly all the best land of Kentucky and Ohio is taken up. Settlement is
flooding Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, where cheap lands are yet available. He shows the
sanitary disadvantages of this newer, more reeking soil, as against the possibilities it offers to
the emigrant to secure the profits of his own industry. With keen indignation he condemns the
unsound banking system of the West, deprecates the booming of town sites, and the “ log-
rolling” in state legislatures. But in the face of criticism, and as though eager to forestall
unfavorable judgments, he contrasts American conditions with those of Great Britain, with no
undue favor for the latter, reminding his English readers that here are no boroughs to mono-
polize business interests, no clergymen to control education, no nobility to exact special
privileges. “ I have never heard of any parson who acts as Justice of the Peace, or who inter-
mixes his addresses to the Great Object of Religious Worship, with the eulogy of the Holy
Alliance. . . . The farming interest has no monopoly against manufacturing : nor has the
manufacturing any positive prohibition against the farmer.” Free industry is the dominating
factor of American life, the keystone of its prosperity.



In short, we have in Flint’s Letters a remarkable study of American life in the beginning of
its new era, at the close of the second war with England. Charitable, comprehending, thought-
ful, he does not slur over national faults nor unduly praise local virtues. Dangers, both
financial and political, are pointed out ; but the basic principles of American society are
distinctly and clearly laid bare, and the progress and possibilities of the NewWest revealed.

•

On Emigration—The Prospects of Emigrants—Inconveniences—The method of laying out
and disposing of public lands.

Jeffersonville, (Indiana,)
August 2, 1819.

This letter will be devoted to such remarks on emigration so far as my little experience and
short residence in America enable me to have made. Before entering upon the subject, I think
it proper to state, that I disown every intention of advising any one to leave his native country
; and that I disapprove of exaggerating the prospects held out here, and underrating those of
Britain, as uncandid and deceptive, as appealing to the passions to decide in a matter which
ought to be determined by the sober exercise of reason.

In exchanging Britain for the United States, the emigrant may reasonably expect to have it
in his power to purchase good unimproved land, and to bring it into a rude state of
cultivation, with less capital unquestionably, than that employed in renting an equal pro-
portion of good ground at home. He will not be burdened by an excessive taxation, nor with
tithes, nor poor’s rates ; for there are no internal taxes paid to the government, no
privileged clergy, and few people who live by the charity of others. His labour and his capital
will be more productive, and his accumulation of property more rapid, (good health, industry,
and economy, presupposed,) and a stronger hope may be entertained, that extreme poverty or
want may be kept at a distance. After residing five years in the country, he may become an
elector of those who have the power of making laws and imposing taxes.

The inconveniences or difficulties which attend removing, are upon no account to be over-
looked. The man who undervalues these is only holding disappointments in reserve for him-
self. He must part with friends, and every acquaintance to whom he is attached, a case that he
may, perhaps, not fully understand, till he acts his part in it. A voyage and a long journey
must be submitted to. He must breathe a new air, and bear transitions and extremes of
climate, unknown to him before. His European tinge of complexion must soon vanish from
his face, to return no more. A search for the new home will require his serious attention, a
diversity of situations may soon be heard of, but it is not easy to visit or compare many of
them. Nor is the emigrant, on his first arrival, an adequate judge of the soil of America. In a
dilemma of this kind advice is necessary. This is easily procured every where ; but it deserves
attention to know, whether the informant is interested in the advice he gives. Land dealers,
and others, naturally commend tracts of land which they are desirous to sell. The people of
the neighbourhood have also an interest in the settling of neighbouring lands, knowing, that
by every augmentation of population, the value of their own property is increased. On several
occasions I have met with men who attempted to conceal local disadvantages, and defects in
point of salubrity, that were self-evident. I do not recollect of having heard more than two
persons acknowledge, that they lived in an unhealthy situation. In the high country of
Pennsylvania, I was told that Pittsburg is an unhealthy place. At Pittsburg, I heard that
Marietta and Steubenville are very subject to sickness. At these places, the people contrast
their healthy situation with Chillicothe, which, I was told, is very unhealthy. At Chillicothe,



the climate of Cincinnati is deprecated ; and at Cincinnati, many people seem willing to
transfer the evil to the falls of the Ohio. At this place the truth is partially admitted ; but it is
affirmed that the Illinois country, and down the Mississippi are very unhealthy. The cautious
will always look to the views and character of the man who would direct them, and will
occasionally rely on their own judgments.

In the public land-offices, maps of the new lands are kept. Sections of a square mile, and
quarter sections of 160 acres, are laid down. The squares entered are markedA. P. meaning
advance paid. This advance is half a dollar per acre, or one-fourth of the price. Lands, when
first put to sale, are offered by public auction, and are set up at two dollars per acre. If no one
offers that price, they are exhibited on the land-office map, and may be sold at that rate at any
subsequent time. New settlers, who are sufficiently skilled in the quality of the soil, are in no
danger from land-office transactions. Besides the land-offices for the sale of national property,
there are agents who sell on account of individuals. I can mention Mr. Embree, of Cincinnati, as
a gentleman who does much business in this way, and with much reputation to himself.

The land office maps are divided into townships of six miles square. [1] The figure
represents a portion of the country laid out in this way.

The positions of the townships relatively to the base line, are expressed by the numerals I,
II, III, &c. and their positions relatively to the meridian are numbered on both sides of it east
and west, as marked on the top and bottom. The parallels marked I, I — II, II — III, III, and
so on, are called townships, Nos. I, II, III, &c. north or south according as they lie on the
north or south side of the base line. Positions in regard of the meridian are indicated by the
numbers 1, 2, 3, &c. at top and bottom, east or west, as they lie on the east or west side of the
meridian line, and are called ranges, Nos. 1, 2, 3, &c. For an explanatory example, suppose
the designation of the township at the bottom of the right hand column is required. The square
in question, is in the parallel numbered V south of the base line, and IV east of the principal
meridian. It is therefore called town five south, range four east.

The townships are divided into sections of a square mile each, as in town No. 4 north,
range No. 3 east. The faint lines represent the divisions of sections into quarters of 160 acres
each. At the auctions of public lands, and at subsequent sales, lots of this extent are frequently
entered. The sixteenth section of each township is reserved for the support of a school.

Lands entered at the public sales, or at the Register’s office, are payable, one fourth part of
the price at the time of purchase ; one fourth at the expiry of two years ; one fourth at three
years, and the remaining fourth at four years. By law, lands not fully paid at the end of five
years, are forfeited to the government, but examples are not wanting of States petitioning
Congress for indulgence on this point, and obtaining it. For money paid in advance at the land
office a discount of eight per cent, per annum is allowed, till instalments to the amount of the
payment become due. For failures in the payment of instalments, interest at six per cent is
taken till paid. The most skilful speculators usually pay only a fourth part of the price at entry,
conceiving that they can derive a much greater profit than eight per cent, per annum from the
increasing value of property, and occasionally from renting it out to others. Where judicious
selections are made, they calculate rightly.

The land system now adopted in the United States is admirable in regard of ingenuity,
simplicity, and liberality. A slight attention to the map of a district, will enable any one to
know at once the relative situation of any section that he may afterwards hear mentioned, and
its direct distance in measured miles. There can be no necessity for giving names to farms or
estates, as the designation of the particular township, and the number of the section is



sufficient, and has, besides, the singular convenience of conveying accurate information as to
where it is situated. By the new arrangement the boundaries of possessions are most securely
fixed, and freed alike from the inconvenience of rivers changing their course, and complexity
of curved lines. Litigation amongst neighbours as to their landmarks, is in a great measure
excluded. The title deed is printed on a piece of parchment of the quarto size. The date, the
locality of the purchase, and the purchaser’s name, are inserted in writing, and the instrument
is subscribed by the President of the United States, and the agent of the general land office. [2]
It is delivered to the buyer free of all expense, and may be transferred by him to another
person without using stamped paper, and without the intervention of a law practitioner. The
business of the land office proceeds on the most moderate principles, and with the strictest
regard to justice. The proceeds are applied in defraying the expense of government, and form
a resource against taxation. The public lands are in reality the property of the people.

The stranger who would go into the woods to make a selection of lands, ought to take with
him an extract from the land office map applying to the part of the country he intends to visit.
Without this, he cannot well distinguish entered from unentered grounds. He should also pro-
cure the names of the resident people, with the numbers and quarters of the sections they live
on, not neglecting to carry with him a pocket-compass, to enable him to follow the blazed
lines marked out by the surveyor. Blaze is a word signifying a mark cut by a hatchet on the
bark of a tree. It is the more necessary for the explorer to be furnished thus, as he may expect
to meet with settlers who will not be willing to direct him, but, on the contrary, tell him with
the greatest effrontery, that every neighbouring quarter section is already taken up. Squatters,
a class of men who take possession without purchasing, are afraid of being turned out, or of
having their pastures abridged by new comers. Others, perhaps meditating an enlargement of
their property, so soon as funds will permit, wish to hold the adjoining lands in reserve for
themselves, and not a few are jealous of the land-dealer, who is not an actual settler, whose
grounds lie waste, waiting for that advance on the value of property, which arises from an
increasing population. The non-resident proprietor is injurious to a neighbour-hood, in respect
of his not bearing any part of the expense of making roads, while other people are frequently
under the necessity of making them through his lands for their own convenience. On
excursions of this kind, the prudent will always be cautious of explaining their views,
particularly as to the spot chosen for purchase, and without loss of time they should return to
the land-office and make entry.

The new abode being fixed, the settler may be surrounded by strangers. Polite and
obliging behaviour with circumspection in every transaction, become him in this new
situation.

•

LETTER XIII

Comparative Advantages of several Parts of the United States—Temperature of the Climate at
Philadelphia and at Cincinnati—Pennsylvania—Ohio—Kentucky, and the Western Part of
Virginia—Indiana—Illinois—Missouri—Reflections on Slave-Keeping.

Jeffersonville, (Indiana,)
October, 16, 1819.

To determine the most proper parts of America for new settlers, is a proposition interesting
in its nature, but one that cannot be solved with precision. This general fact is to be kept in
view, that, in the old populous settlements, land is already too dear to admit of that
spontaneous increase in value so profitable in back-wood districts. The sea-board then is to be



rejected by those who would go in search of the most profitable investment of their capital,
and some part of the interior country is to be selected. The vast migration from the eastern
States to the western, is satisfactory evidence of this state of the land market ; and, besides,
countenances the opinion, that the country first peopled by Europeans is not destined to such
population and wealth as that rationally anticipated in the more fertile western States.

In the most inland parts of the old States, there are still abundance of good wood-lands
reserved for future cultivation, embracing an extensive range of climate, and a great diversity
of vegetable products ; but the natives of the temperate climes of Europe will, for the most
part, be averse to live under the scorching sun of Georgia, or the intense frosts of the province
of Maine. Somewhere between the extremes, probably between Hudson River and
Chesapeake Bay, affords the best approximation. At Philadelphia, for example, the mean
temperature of the year may be stated at 53.66°, that quantity being a mean of the results
obtained by the observations of Dr. Rush, Dr. Cox, [3] and Mr. Legoux ;—a determination
nearly coinciding with that of Mr. Playfair, [4] (53. 58°) for the mean temperature of the
vegetative season, from the 20th of March to the 20th of October, at Edinburgh, and only
5. 86° higher than the mean temperature of the latter place for the whole year. It is true that
the extreme variations are much greater at Philadelphia than at Edinburgh, but it will be in
vain to search for a situation in the United States, possessing that equability of heat, that
characterizes the British islands.

From the tract of country under consideration, Maryland and Delaware will be deducted,
as ineligible to the man who does not wish to live amongst slaves. He may, indeed, live in
either of these parts without employing the involuntary labourer, but the man of acute
sensibility will usually be unwilling to injure the feelings of his neighbours, who may con-
ceive that his abstaining from the detested practice implies a practical censure on their con-
duct. Slaves being addicted to theft and other immoralities, form a strong objection against
settling amongst them. The whole stretch of country on the coast, including Maryland,
Delaware, part of Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, may be rejected, on account of the high
price of land. The inland parts of Pennsylvania and New York States remain free from the
objections just mentioned, and are believed to possess comparative advantages in respect of
climate and soil.

The winter of New York State is the more severe of the two, and seems to point out
Pennsylvania as preferable.

With the single defect of distance from market, Western Pennsylvania possesses great
advantages. The most prominent are, a healthy climate, a good soil, abundance of coal, iron-
ores, limestone, sandstone, and salt springs, circumstances that render this country susceptible
of a dense population, and a very high state of improvement.

It being assumed that Pennsylvania lies between parallels of latitude, the most temperate
of any on the eastern coast, the inference is natural, that the States Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and
part of Kentucky, must have a climate of similar warmth, slightly modified, no doubt, by the
elevation and prevalent winds of particular parts. Accordingly, observations made at
Cincinnati, (which lies fifty minutes south of Philadelphia) show, that its annual mean temp-
erature is only six-tenths of a degree higher than that of the latter place. [5]

The lands of the State of Ohio are understood to be more fertile than those of
Pennsylvania.—With good culture, from sixty to a hundred bushels of maize per acre, are
produced. On an acre of land, near the mouth of the Little Miami, one of the first settlers
raised the extraordinary quantity of one hundred and fourteen bushels. The advanced state of



population, in the southern part of the State, has withdrawn the most choice tracts of ground
from the land-office ; good lots, however, may still be bought from private individuals at a
moderate price. The higher country, lying nearly equidistant from the river Ohio and lake
Erie, is understood to be healthy, fertile, abounding in springs of water, and possessing a good
navigation downward, in wet seasons of the year, by means of the rivers Muskingum, Scioto,
and Miamis. The northern part of the State is described as having many large prairies, of a
rich quality, but unhealthy.

Kentucky, and the western part of Virginia, have much land of the first rate quality ; but
the influx of new settlers is greatly prevented by the insecurity of titles. Surveyed at an early
period, when the country was in the possession of the hostile aborigines, and before the new
method of laying out public lands was adopted, much confusion as to boundaries prevails. [6]
Many conflicting claims are frequently made on the same tract, and a degree of litigation has
ensued that appears to be almost interminable. There is another cause tending to retard the
ingress of new comers which it would be invidious to repeat.

Indiana is a State more recently settled than any of the foregoing. The part where the
Indian title was extinguished, was, till lately, comparatively small. Non-resident purchasers
have shut up a large proportion of it from immediate cultivation ; some judicious entries may
still be made in the land-office, particularly by White River, and in some other parts at a con-
siderable distance from the Ohio. The land office map for Jeffersonville district has many
more vacancies in it than that at Cincinnati, showing that it contains much more land not yet
appropriated by individuals. Here, as in Ohio State, the high lands are considered the most
healthy. A recent purchase from the Indian tribes will make a valuable addition to the State of
Indiana. [7] The tract is supposed to contain about six millions of acres, and is to be soon
abandoned by the natives. Already upwards of a hundred families have entered it, for the
purpose of rearing cattle and hogs. These will have excellent opportunities for selling their
stock when purchasers take possession of the newly acquired territory, and will have the
advantage of becoming acquainted with the most valuable lands previous to the sales. The
surveyors, and other persons, who have visited the new purchase, represent it to be rich,
diversified in surface, with the advantage of navigable waters in spring and autumn ; and that
it is much better adapted to pasturage than the country adjoining to the Ohio.

In the State of Illinois there are vast quantities of land to be disposed of by the
Government, besides the residuary of former sales, standing open in the land-office maps at
Shawneetown [8] and Edwardsville. [9] The recent surveys bring about 3,730,000 acres into
the market. A great portion of this land lies on the Sangamon, a southern branch of Illinois
river; and I am informed by a gentleman who has lately been there, that the country is the best
that he is acquainted with. At a period not far distant, a communication between Lake Erie
and Illinois river may be opened through the river Plein, which empties itself into the lake.
[10] Craft are said to have already passed out of the one river into the other. A large portion of
Illinois, lying between Illinois river and the Mississippi, is a military grant given to the troops
who fought in the late war, and divided amongst them at the rate of a hundred and sixty acres
to each man. [11] Shares of this land have been sold since its partition at a dollar, and even so
low as half a dollar per acre. The military grant is chiefly low and flat. The soil is rich, and
interspersed with prairies [12] but subject to agues : this, with a great proportion of non-
resident owners, must greatly retard the improvement of the district. The northern parts of
Illinois are understood to possess a healthy climate.

In the Missouri Territory, large surveys are just completed, these consist of about a million
of acres near Osage river, and about two millions toward the Mississippi, including the old
settlements. The reports of the Missouri country which I have heard, convince me, that it con-



tains a large quantity of good lands, and that it is favoured with a fine climate. A gentleman
who wintered at St. Louis, near the mouth of the river Missouri, assured me that the cold is
more severe there than in the Ohio country. Although his opinion was formed from his sense
of feeling, without reference to the thermometer, it is probably just, as the situation of St.
Louis is relatively high, and as much of the neighbouring country is without wood, admitting
a free circulation of winds, from higher and more northerly parts.

In the countries adjoining to Arkansau and Red rivers, about two millions of acres are laid
out for sale. The former of these rivers is understood to be larger than the Ohio, and passes
through a fertile country. The post of Arkansau is situated a little northward of latitude 34°.
[13] A parallel that must be felt uncomfortably hot by most Europeans. Cotton is the most
profitable product ; a vegetable that has hitherto been almost exclusively cultivated by
involuntary labourers.

Michigan and north-west territories are understood to be fertile, and well adapted to
rearing cattle. Detroit is the capital of Michigan. [14] In the north-west territory there are two
settlements ; one at Fort Howard, and the other Prairie du Chiens. [15] A military post is to be
formed at the mouth of St. Peter’s river, below the Falls of St. Anthony. [16] These extensive
regions lie in a latitude corresponding with that of the New England States ; and will
probably be peopled by a hardy race of freemen, when the lands of Ohio, Indiana, and
Illinois, can be no longer procured at a low rate.

Those who would go in search of healthy situations may keep in view, that their object can
only be attained, at a distance from swamps, and rivers which overflow their banks ; it being
well known, when the former are dried up, and when the latter recede within their low-water
boundaries, vast quantities of mud and vegetable matters are exposed to the heat of the sun,
and a rapid decomposition immediately commences. The gaseous constituents evolved give a
perceptible taint to the air, and are understood to form the miasmata that occasion agues,
bilious fevers, and liver complaints. The best navigable waters, and the most healthy parts of
the country, are, in some measure, incompatible, and seldom admitting of immediate prox-
imity to one another. Happily, a moderate height of land is usually sufficient to prevent the
accumulation of stagnant waters, and to promote a motion in rivers, that lessens the scope of
their inundations, or retains them altogether within their banks. A degree of elevation con-
ducive to a comparatively healthy climate, may be usually found within two or three miles of
the river ; but as the contaminated air is liable to be transported by winds, and probably not
sufficiently diluted with the atmosphere in passing over such small spaces ; a greater distance
from the source of contagion is no doubt preferable. I have, on various occasions, seen
persons from the higher country, about forty miles north of this place, whose complexions are
apparently more healthy than those of the people who live on the banks of the Ohio ; and
several of late who profess to have a reluctance to come down to the river on business, at the
present season of the year.

In the preceding part of this letter I mentioned the high country lying near the heads of the
northern tributaries of the Ohio, as having a good climate. That part of it watered by the
Muskingum, the two Sciotas, and the two Miamis, possesses a downward navigation in
spring, and in the latter end of autumn, but as these rivers enter the Ohio above the falls at
Louisville, the upward navigation is interrupted there during the summer months. This single
circumstance amounts to a weighty objection against the eastern part of the country under
consideration.

The western part has two great navigable streams, the Wabash, and the Illinois. The
Wabash is navigable for boats drawing three feet of water, to the distance of about 400 miles



from its mouth, and in floods about 200 miles farther. Its largest tributary is White River,
which is navigable to a great distance upward. It waters a fertile and delightful country, and
joins the Wabash below all its rapids except one run, which forms no great obstruction to the
navigation. The new seat of government is to be erected on the bank of one of the streams of
White River. [17] The Illinois is esteemed one of the best navigations in western America. So
early as 1773, a Mr. Kennedy sailed upward to the distance of 268 miles from its confluence
with the Mississippi. [18] Sangamon river, one of its principal streams, is said to be navigable
for 180 miles by small craft.

From the best information that I can procure, this western division of the country, north of
the Ohio, appears to be highly eligible to new settlers. It unites the advantages of having high
lands and navigable waters in immediate contact, and a shorter and a better communication
with the ocean than any part of western America, that is to be exclusively cultivated by free-
men.

The country on Missouri river, has been already noticed as possessing advantages in soil
and climate, but the difficulty of the navigation upward, amounts to a considerable objection
against adopting that territory. A convention of the people formed a constitution, and laid
before Congress their claim for being admitted as a State in the Federal Union. The new con-
stitution asserts the right of the people to hold slaves, and of admitting more negroes from
other parts of the United States. Towards the conclusion of last Session of the legislature, this
question of right was warmly discussed, most of the members from the Southern States main-
tained, that Congress have no right to dictate to the people of any new State on this subject,
viewing it as a matter of internal policy, and one that does not come under the jurisdiction of
the general government,—and the treaty of Session stipulated, that the Spanish colonists
remaining in the country, should retain their former rights and privileges. In opposition to
these doctrines, the members from Northern States argued, that Congress has a constitutional
right to interfere, and urged as a precedent, the act prohibiting the introduction of slavery into
the country north-west of Ohio river, with other arguments too numerous to be recapitulated
here. It is painful to learn that the representatives of the nation are so much divided on this
interesting question, and, in the present instance, to reflect, that in most cases their proceed-
ings are expressions of the will of their constituents. The affair waits the decision of next
Session, and, in the meantime, much solicitude prevails with regard to it. The most intelligent
citizens are at a loss to anticipate the result, and the members of the Legislature are probably
equally uncertain, whether the new State shall become a receptacle of slaves, and its
representatives the future advocates of a Slave keeping interest. The slave keeping States, and
those which have prescribed the practice, commonly called free States, seem to be struggling
for predominance. There are now eleven Slave keeping, and eleven free States, so that
Missouri must give a sort of numerical preponderance to one of the parties. The number of
representatives for free States, are apportioned according to the number of free persons in
each, and in Slave keeping States, they are regulated by the number of free persons added to
three-fifths of the slaves, a method that has the effect of strengthening the influence of the
Southern party.

When the Missouri question is set at rest, [19] the people of the United States will no doubt
reflect on the singular line of demarkation which they have drawn. Supposing that the
internal frontier was produced to the Stony Mountains, or to the Pacific Ocean, every
speculative mind must contemplate it, not merely as a topographical division, but also as a
sort of moral boundary, separating a great nation into two parts, very dissimilar in the habits
and jurisprudence of their people, and will seriously meditate on the possible consequences of
the unhappy difference. I do not wish to make any disagreeable reflection on the patriots who



have already done so much in circumscribing the boundaries of human misery ; but regret,
that such a wide field still remains for their benevolent labours, and that their opponents are
pursuing a course imminently dangerous to themselves, and ill calculated to promote the
future tranquillity of the republic. Many disagreeable incidents have already been occasioned
by the collision of principle and interest. Negroes frequently desert from their masters, and fly
into neighbouring free States. It may be, that the people amongst whom they seek refuge, do
not always show much anxiety that the owners shall recover their property ; and it is perhaps
partly on account of this indifference, that the pursuers of slaves adopt forcible means instead
of the legal redress prescribed by free States. Peaceful communities are thus invaded by small
parties of armed men, who carry off blacks without certifying their right to them. In two late
instances, two free blacks in Indiana were kidnap-ped by people from Kentucky, and the
remonstrances made on the part of the former State, were not followed by any satisfactory
concession on the part of the latter. The laws of free States, on this subject, are in
disagreement with the usages of slave-holders ; a source of contention that may not be easily
removed. Hitherto no popular rupture has been occasioned by affairs of this kind ; but, it may
be asked, where is there any guarantee that similar dis-cordances may not become more
frequent when a more numerous population of both colours shall be crowded along the
neighbourhood of the slave-line? And may not the heart-burnings and provincial pride, now
manifest, be wrought up to a higher pitch at a period, perhaps not far distant, when the United
States will become confident of a degree of strength that cannot require such a complete co-
operation as heretofore in repelling the attacks of foreign force ?

If the slave-holding party persist in the extension of the abuse, it would well become them
to give up their constitutional claims for calling forth the militia of northern states “ to
suppress insurrections,” and for protecting them “ against domestic violence,” so far as slaves
may be the future disturbers of the peace. Whether they make such a fair concession or not, it
is for them to reflect whether their northern neighbours, who have so uniformly and so wisely
opposed the evil, and who have so humanely laboured to eradicate it from amongst them-
selves, will be willing to imbrue their hands in the blood of the injured people who have
never excited any of their feelings except pity.

So long as the Missouri question remains unsettled, a hope may be entertained that liberal
sentiments may prevail. The northern people seem to be almost universally in favour of the
restriction, and a part of the finest feelings, and the brightest talents in the Southern States,
are ranged on the side of humanity.

[1] The township system of survey was adopted in the first ordinance for the sale of public
lands, passed May 20, 1785. The authorship of the plan has been a subject of controversy.
It is usually attributed to Thomas Hutchins, first geographer of the United States, who had
earlier embodied the idea in a plan for establishing military colonies north of the Ohio. See
Hindsale, Old North-west (New York, 1888), p. 262.—ED.

[2] At every land office, a register of the weather is kept. Three daily observations of the
thermometer, the direction of the wind, the aspect of the sky, whether clear or clouded, fair
or rainy days ; and some other occasional phenomena, are noted down.—FLINT.

[3] Benjamin Rush (1745-1813), a signer of the Declaration of Independence and member of
the state convention of 1787, was the most eminent American physician of his day, and by
his theories regarding the nature of yellow fever won recognition abroad. Serving as
physician-general in the Revolutionary army, for twenty-nine years surgeon in the
Pennsylvania Hospital, and throughout his life a practicing physician, he nevertheless
found time to become identified with many public measures, notably the abolition of



slavery, and the extension of public schools, and was a member of nearly every important
literary and philanthropic society in Philadelphia.
John Redman Cox (1773-1864) was, like Rush, a Philadelphia physician, being trained

at the University of Edinburgh. He was for many years professor of chemistry at the
University of Pennsylvania, and edited several medical journals; but is best known as an
early and pronounced advocate of vaccination.—ED.

[4] John Playfair (1748-1819), an eminent Scottish mathematician and astronomer.—ED.
[5] Dr. Drake’s Picture of Cincinnati, page 116.—FLINT.
[6] In Virginia and Kentucky the state made no surveys before disposing of its lands. The
settlers or speculators sought out a tract, made a survey, generally marking it by “ blazing”
the trees, and had it recorded in the state land-office. Areas of all shapes and sizes were
patented, and unpatented strips of irregular shape lay between. Moreover, there was no
limit to the number of patents that could be taken out on the same piece of land, the land-
office concerning itself not at all with controversies over titles, merely guaranteeing entry
if no previous title was valid. The original claim to hundreds of thousands of acres in
Kentucky was never settled, the land being eventually held under possession titles.—ED.

[7] This refers to the Miami cession made at St. Mary’s, Ohio, October 6, 1818. By this treaty
the Delaware and Miami Indians ceded all central Indiana between the Wabash and White
rivers.—ED.

[8] For the early history of Shawneetown, see Croghan’s Journals, volume i of our series, note
108.—ED.

[9] Edwardsville, on Cahokia Creek, twenty miles northeast of St. Louis, was founded in
1816, and named in honor of Ninian Edwards, first governor of Illinois Territory.—ED.

[10] A canal connecting Illinois River with Lake Michigan was first suggested by Jolliet in
1673, when he and Marquette returned by that route from their exploration of the
Mississippi River. Such a canal was included in Gallatin’s system of internal improve-
ments, proposed in 1808. President Madison laid the matter before Congress in 1814 ;
Calhoun, as secretary of war, again called attention to it, in 1819 ; and for twenty years it
found a place in the governor’s annual message. Finally (1836), its construction was
undertaken by the state, aided by large congressional land grants. The Illinois-Michigan
Canal, extending from La Salle, on the Illinois, to Lake Michigan, at the mouth of
Chicago River, one hundred miles in all, was completed in 1848, and opened with much
ceremony. In 1882 the state ceded the property to the United States, in the hope that the
latter would enlarge it for a ship canal. But the next step was taken by the Chicago
Sanitary District, which at a cost of about $35,000,000 has completed the Chicago
Drainage Canal for the better disposal of the sewage of Chicago. This canal was opened
January 2, 1900, after seven years spent in its construction. Flint’s reference is to the Des
Plaines (Plein) River.—ED.

[11] The Illinois military grant was the peninsula between the Mississippi and Illinois rivers,
as far north as a line drawn west from the confluence of the Illinois and Vermilion rivers.
The value of the land began to appreciate soon after Flint’s journey, and ten counties were
erected within it in 1824-25.—ED.

[12] Van Zandt’s description of the military grant.—FLINT.
Comment by ED. Nicholas Biddle Van Zandt, A full description of the soil, water,
timber, and prairies . . . of the military lands between the Mississippi and Illinois rivers
(Washington, 1818). The author, the title-page shows, was “ Late, a clerk in the General
Land Office of the United States, Washington City.”

[13] For the Arkansas Post, see Cuming’s Tour, volume iv of our series, note 195.—ED.
[14] For the early history of Detroit, see Croghan’s Journals, volume i of our series, note 18.

— Ed.



[15] For Fort Howard, see Evans’s Tour, volume viii of our series, note 8a.
The mouth of the Wisconsin had been the site of temporary trading-posts during the
French regime, but the first permanent settlement was begun in 1781 by Indian traders.
For the expedition thither the following year, see J. Long’s Voyages, volume ii of our
series, pp. 186-191. During the War of 1812-15 Prairie du Chien was alternately in
possession of the Americans and British; see Wisconsin Historical Collections, xiii,
pp. 1-164. Upon the return of peace, the Americans built Fort Crawford (18 16) which
was for many years a military post and Indian agency.—ED.

[16] Lieutenant Pike obtained the site for this fort from the Indians in 1805, but no use was
made of it until 1819, when Fort St. Anthony was begun at the mouth of Minnesota
(St. Peter’s) River. Upon the recommendation of General Scott, who inspected it in 1824,
the name was changed to Fort Snelling, in honor of the military officer who directed its
construction. It was sold by the government at private sale in 1857 ; but a congressional
inquiry ensuing, a new arrangement was made in 1871, whereby the fort was retained
and the remainder of the military reservation transferred to the purchaser.—ED.

[17] In the Indiana enabling act passed in 1816, Congress granted to that state for a seat of
government, any four sections of land thereafter to be acquired from the Indians.
Commissioners appointed by the legislature selected the present site of Indianapolis in
1820. However, it was then a wilderness over sixty miles from any store, and the govern-
ment was not actually transferred thither until 1825.—ED.

[18] Patrick Kennedy was a trader at Kaskaskia, in the Illinois country, during British
ascendency. The expedition referred to was undertaken in search of copper mines, and
extended as far as the mouth of Kankakee River. His journal of this tour is published in
Hutchins, A Topographical Description of Virginia (London, 1778).—ED.

[19] The historic Missouri question was settled by the Missouri Compromise, passed by
Congress February 27, 1821, admitting Missouri as a slave state, but decreeing that
slavery should be excluded from all other territory north of latitude 36° 30' N. (the south
boundary of Missouri).—ED.
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