
Coole Park Final Events for Spring 2008

The Spring Cultural and Heritage Programme 2008 at the Visitor Centre, Coole
Park, Gort, is nearing its finishing date. To date there were many events to delight
those that attended ranging from music, local drama, poetry, story telling and,
puppet shows. Remember admission to all events is free.
Contact Coole Park Visitor Centre 091 631804 if you have any queries.

On Thursday 28th February, 8.00pm there will be a screening of the Gael

Linn film “Saoirse?” SAOIRSE? (freedom?), the second historical film by Gael Linn
depicts the Irish struggle for independence in the period from 1919 to 1922 as
recorded by the newsfilm camera operators of the time. The film begins with the
establishment of Dáil Éireann, chronicles the events leading to the peace treaty with
Britain and ends with the outbreak of the Civil War. It shows the part played by
leaders such as Éamonn de Valera, Michael Collins, David Lloyd George and Sir
James Craig, amongst others, in the political events of those years.
Le caoinchead Gael Linn. With the kind permission of Gael Linn.
An dara scannán stairiúil a rinne Gael Linn faoin gcaoi ar baineadh féinrialtas amach
in Éirinn, tosaíonn SAOIRSE? le bunú Dháil Éireann sa bhliain 1919. Leirítear ansin
an choimhlint armtha agus an agóid phobail a bhí forleathan sna blianta 1919-20,
síniú an chonartha síochána i 1921, tús an chogaidh chathartha a bhris amach ina
dhiaidh sin agus na róil a bhí ag Éamonn de Valera, Mícheál Ó Coileáin, David Lloyd
George agus Sir James Craig, i measc dhaoine eile, inar tharla ag an am.

On Saturday 1st March at 8.00pm there will be a Contemporary Traditional

Concert with RíRá. RíRá, have developed a reputation as a group of fine young
entertainers, bringing a unique, infectious energy to their performance, impressing
their audience with their skill and solos. Their contemporary interpretations of
traditional songs and tunes coupled with their imaginative take on modern pieces,
has earned them a strong following across Ireland and internationally. This Tuam
band has worked with the Saw Doctors on several occasions, opening gigs for them
locally and internationally while also performing with them on the renowned song
“Joyce Country Ceilí Band”. They have also played at Irish Music Festivals nationally
and internationally.

The poetry event – Poetry Readings by Moya Cannon accompanied by Kathleen
Loughnane – which was deferred from Thursday 21st February will be
scheduled for a later date in March.

The Heritage Course The Living Landscape of Coole Park and its Environs continues
weekly. This is an action of Galway County Heritage Plan 2004 - 2008. See
programme for details and contact Coole Park to check availability.

The Poetry Weekend planned for March by the Friends of Coole and sponsored by
Fáilte Ireland, is now deferred until later in the year due to a Poetry Weekend taking
place at the end of March in Gort hosted by the Western Writers Centre.

Details and other information about the Western Writers Centre Poetry Weekend are
available from
theWestern Writers Centre at 091 533594
or westernwriters@eircom.net or www.twwc.ie.



SAOIRSE?

‘The Irish struggle for Independence as seen by contemporary

newsreel film.’

Gael Linn is pleased to release a DVD of the George Morrison film Saoirse?
together with a CD of the Seán Ó Riada music to accompany the film. Dealing with
the period from 1919 to 1922, Saoirse? follows on from Mise Éire and chronicles the
War of Independence, the Truce and Treaty, the establishment of the Free State and
Stormont administrations and, most tragically of all, the outbreak of the Civil War.
Saoirse? ends with a portrayal of the sad consequences of the split in the national
movement: ‘Thus is the city’s heart broken- the nation’s heart: thus companions
part. A battle ends and a war begins- the torment of civil war. Bitter indeed is the

ending to our story.’

The film makes extensive use of archive film material of the period. Indeed, much
material was actually conserved in the making of Saoirse?. The film also uses
photographic stills and contemporary newspaper headlines to give historical
background. We see footage of the First National Loan being launched in 1919, with
Michael Collins accepting subscriptions from Desmond Fitzgerald, Joseph Mc
Guinness and others. The events of the War of Independence dramatically unfold-
guerilla warfare, attacks and reprisals are featured. There is graphic footage of the
events surrounding the shooting of Sean Treacy on Talbot Street. Other notable
sequences from the film show:

• the funerals of Terence Mc Swiney and Tomás Mac Curtain
• the visit of King George V to Belfast for the opening of Stormont
• the burning of the Custom House, May 1921
• leading figures of the Truce and Anglo-Irish Treaty attending meetings and
addressing rallies- De Valera, Collins, Griffith…

Directed by George Morrison, the film went on release in 1961 to great acclaim, the
music score by Seán Ó Riada proving particularly popular. The CD which
accompanies the new release features music from the film which was not previously
available on sound recording. The DVD has a facility to view English subtitles and
can be played in all regions. The DVD/CD package is for sale at 25.

‘The film Saoirse? is an authentic telling of the dramatic events from a pivotal period

in our history, the legacy of which still endures.’

Further information:

Gael Linn

Caitríona Nic Giolla Mhichil
E-mail: caitrionag@gael-linn.ie

Fón: (01)6751200


