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HAVING traced the history of the descendants of the eldest son of Sir Hugh O’Conor Don until
the extinction of their line by the death of Charles O’Conor in 1699, we now return to con-
sider the fortunes of the second son Hugh. Hugh, called Hugh Oge, or Hugh the younger, was
born probably a year later than his elder brother Charles, or about 1585.

He married Jane, seventh daughter of Theobald, first Lord Dillon, [1] and had by her two
sons, Donel, or Daniel (sometimes also called Donor or Donogh), and Hugh, and a daughter
Mary, who married Teige O’Kelly. [2] There does not appear to be any positive record of the
date of the marriage of Hugh Oge O’Conor ; but that it took place in 1610 is most probable,
as in that year the castle and lands of Castlereagh, and a number of other townlands, were
settled on him by his father. This appears from an inquisition taken in Roscommon on the
10th day of April, 1633. [3] In this document it is stated that Sir Hugh O’Conor Don, being
with his trustees, seized “ in his demesne as of fee of and in all that territory called Cloon-
kerney, containing thirty quarters of land,” did, by deed “ duly perfected on the 22nd day of
May, in the year of our Lord 1610, give, grant, and alienate, without having obtained the
licence of the Lord the King, the said premises, with their appurtenances, to Hugh O’Connor
Dun of Castlereogh, Esq., son of the aforesaid Hugh O’Connor Dun, Knight,” with the ex-
ception of six quarters, namely, 1 qr. of Imlagh, 2 qrs. of Ballydromlagh, 1 qr. Clonmalis,
1 qr. Drumloughloin, and 1qr. Cloonsucke.

This territory of Cloonkerney, called also Cloonkearn, or Cloonkeherney, [4] containing
thirty quarters, is identified from other inquisitions as consisting of the following townlands
: —The castle and site of town of Castlereagh ; 1 qr. Imlagh ; 2 qrs. Ballindromlea ; 1 qr.
Cloonmalush, alias Clonalis ; 1 qr. Cloonagh ; or Cloonaff or Cloonduff ; 1 qr. Correglahan,
or Creglahan ; � qr. Cloonbannogh ; 1 qr. Derreenvannagh ; � qr.Annaghclogha,or Anna-
lough ; 1 qr. Annaghvaghera ; 1 qr. Drumlough,or Drumloughloin ; 3 qrs. Cloonfower ; 2 qrs.
Clooncan ; 1 qr. Cloonsucke ; 1 qr. Cloonelta ; 1 qr. Taghnara ; 1 qr. Meelaghmore ; 1 qr.
Meelaghbeg ; 1 qr. Rath-barnagh ; 2 qrs. Carrowdowan ; 2 qrs. Grangeroade ; 1 qr. Rath-clary
; 1 qr. Cloonree ; 2 qrs. Rathlegg ; all which, with the exception of 1 qr. of Drumlough and 2
qrs. of Rathlegg, belonged to Sir Hugh O’Conor Don, and were mentioned in the patents
made to him in 1585 and 1617 ; for, although the greater part of these lands were settled on
Hugh Oge in 1610, yet all are included in the grant from the Crown to Sir Hugh in 1617.[5]



Between the time of his marriage in 1610 and the breaking out of the rebellion in 1641,
nothing is recorded relating to Hugh Oge O’Conor ; but in the latter year he took a very
prominent part in organizing the Irish Catholics of Co. Roscommon, in opposition to the
parliamentary Puritan party. At the meeting already noticed, held in Ballintober Castle to-
wards the close of the year 1641, he was one of the most prominent men, and, with Sir Lucas
Dillon, his brother-in-law, was selected to present the address from the freeholders and gentry
of the county of Roscommon to the Earl of Clanricarde.

The following account of this address or letter, and of the proceedings of Sir Lucas Dillon
and Hugh O’Conor in regard to it, is given in the Clanricarde Memoirs, [6] and has also been
lately published by Mr. Gilbert in his History of Affairs in Ireland : —

“ Earl of Clanricarde and the Irish of Connacht.

“ The same day (2nd Feb., 1641-2) I received letters from Sir Lucas Dillon and Mr. Hugh
Oge O’Connor, desiring a safe conduct, to impart unto me some propositions from the
county of Roscommon ; and upon my sending a safe conduct to them, they repaired the next
day unto me, and delivered this following letter : —

“ ‘A Letter from the Gentlemen of the County of Roscommon, directed unto me, dated
23rd January, received the 3rd February.

“ Right Honourable —

“ We, in behalf of ourselves, and the major part of the inhabitants and freeholders of this
county of Roscommon, upon serious consultation and weighty motives, have made bold to
employ Sir Lucas Dillon and Mr. Hugh Oge O’Connor, to acquaint your Lordship with
some resolutions which we have taken concerning the state of the said county, and to offer
to your Lordship’s view and consideration the causes necessitating us at the present to rise
in arms, and to unite some number of forces within the said county ; as likewise to signify to
your Lordship, that in the great confidence we have in your Lordship’s zeal to His Majesty’s
service, and the good of this poor afflicted nation, we have made choice of your Lordship to
govern and command those forces in chief, to regulate and order, with the assistance of
council, the affairs of the country, to represent unto His Majesty the heavy pressures and
grievances under which we groan, and to solicit redress and reformation from his sovereign
goodness, whereunto is our only appeal, and to none other, under God.

“ May it please your Lordship, we conceive that such is the obligation you owe to the
country from which you derive your birth, [7] and as you will give all the concurrent helps
you can, tending to the conservation thereof, and consequently will correspond with us in all
our just designs, being very hopeful that the rest of the province will make the same applic-
ation to your Lordship, that so we may, with hearts and hands, join unanimously in one right
way, faithfully and loyally to serve God, the King and country, wherein we beseech the
Divine Omnipotence to guide your Lordship and us, who are

“ ‘ Your Lordship’s most humble servants,

“ ‘Hugh O’Connor. Cha. O’Connor Dun.
“ ‘Wm. Delahoid. Cha. O’Connor Roe.

“ And many others.’



“ Upon discoursee with these two gentlemen that brought the letter, they made great pro-
testations of their loyal and dutiful intentions, that mere necessity enforced them to take
arms, being left subject to the spoil and destruction of the forces in action in the counties of
Leitrim and Sligoe, oppressed and mistrusted by the English garrisons in their own county ;
withal they were informed from other parts of the violent resolutions of the parliament of
England and state of Dublin, to make a general destruction upon the nation and religion ;
that they could find no means to represent their grievances to His Majesty; neither had the
Puritan faction left His Majesty any power to redress ; and in conclusion, either through
craft, or affection, or both, they did privately assure me, that it was the resolution of the
united forces of the province to fall upon me, if I did not correspond with them in their re-
quest to me.

“ Upon consideration thereof, finding my own small strength to resist such forces, that the
passages to Dublin were all blocked up, and no assistance to be expected from thence, and
indeed, by several observations, having cause to mistrust that the State did not much care if
this Government were destroyed, or myself forced into action, I thought it best, by some
moderate expressions, to gain time, in hope of some relief by sea out of England ; and there-
upon I wrote this letter following : —

“ My Letter to the Gentlemen of the Co. of Roscommon, 4th Feb., 1641-42.

“ ‘ Sirs—

“ ‘ Your letter sent to me by Sir Lucas Dillon and Mr. Hugh O’Connor I have received,
which gives me good occasion by them to return you many thanks for the great respect and
affection you have hereby showed unto me ; and the confidence you repose in me doth
easily invite me, together with His Majesty’s service, to have a particular care and regard of
you, and a fit consideration how my advice and assistance may be most useful to you in
those times of distemper and distraction. For the first proposition, to take upon me the
government of that county, and to command the forces raised there, I conceive at this pre-
sent it can no ways stand with my duty to the king, nor will agree with what you have
further proposed unto me, to take that command upon me (being in another’s hand, estab-
lished and settled by the king’s authority), without order and direction from the king, or
some other that derives a power from him, would put me into a condition that would render
impossible all mediation, or interposing of mine either in your behalf, or the rest of the king-
dom ; none since the beginning of those distempers having attempted to take a government
upon them, though some have taken arms in opposition to the proceedings of the present
Government ; and though your intentions and mine might both be very good for prevention
of disorders and preservation of the country, yet it would meet with that construction, as
would totally divert my careful endeavours for yours and the general good, wherein these
noble gentlemen can in part inform you. And I truly protest unto you, there hath no pains
nor industry been omitted by me, as His Majesty’s favour, my interest in many noble and
powerful friends, or my own judgement could guide and direct me ; and it is my desire that
it should appear without ambition, or particular aims or ends of my own. I have been, and
shall ever be, ready to serve God, my king, and my country with all true faith, duty, and af-
fection.

“ ‘ By what I have expressed, I hope you will take in good part my not entertaining, at
this present, that command you have with so much kindness and confidence offered me ;
since I assure you if I could dispense with my duty therein to His Majesty, as it hath merely
relation to yourselves, according to those rules I have set down in my own apprehension for



your future good and benefit, as affairs now stand, I should not think fit to take it upon me.
For the present, in discharge of my duty to the king’s commands, I am to offer to you the
benefit of His Majesty’s gracious letter directed unto me, the copy whereof I send you here
enclosed ; and your former taking arms may be well excused by the danger of your neigh-
bours coming upon you, to suppress the unruliness of the common sort of people, greedy of
booty and prey, and upon some mistakes and suspicions between you and those in gar
risons ; and for the better representation thereof, and for mediation for obtaining the benefit
of those graces or remedy of other grievances, I could wish that my Lord President and my-
self should be joined, and he, undertaking it with me, I am confident he will cordially per-
form it, I having) as I conceive, a very great and particular interest in him ; and upon know-
ledge of your resolution therein, I can employ to his Lordship a worthy and able friend of
mine that is powerful with him, and bears good affection to you, and the welfare and pre-
servation of this province.

“ ‘ This will be a work of great and good example to the rest of Connaught ; by that means
the province may be again settled, and united by themselves, the trouble and compulsion of
English and Scottish forces prevented, and the country fairly and securely preserved ; and
be assured, whatever might be the intentions of those that took arms in other parts of the
kingdom, it hath been, and could no otherwise be, than a great prejudice and disadvantage to
this poor province, so near a happy settlement, which, by reasonable direction, may yet be
brought to perfection.

“ ‘ Having thus discharged my duty to His Majesty, and expressed my present apprehen-
sions unto you, I will add nothing more at this time, but to give you notice, that I am now
going to Galway, where, upon further conference with persons of ability there, if I meet
with anything of further use, or benefit to you, I shall send you their opinions, and my ad-
vices, with a constant regard to the king’s honour and service, and your preservation. And if
God, of His infinite mercy, send a blessing thereto, I hope you will very speedily have the
good effects thereof, and that there shall be no failing in me to approve myself

“ ‘ Your assured loving friend,

“ ‘ Clanricarde and St. Albans.

“ ‘ Loughreagh, the 4th February, 1641-2.’ ”

Having failed in obtaining the concurrence and assistance of Clanricarde, the Catholics of
county Roscommon still persevered in their designs. An Irish provincial army was formed.
Hugh O’Conor of Ballintober was appointed colonel, and Hugh Oge of Castlereagh
lieutenant-colonel, and, as such, took part in the battle of Ballintober in 1642. [8]

That battle, as before mentioned, resulted in the complete defeat of the Irish. Why the
English did not follow up their victory appears from the following statement made by Sir M.
Earnely, one of their commanders on the occasion : —

Relation of proceedings of Lord Ranelagh and Sir. M. Earnely in Ireland, 1642.

In this “ relation” Sir Michael Eamely complains of the indifference of Lord Rannelagh,
his bad treatment of the English troops, and his not taking advantage of opportunities which
offered for destroying the Irish enemy. Having given a description of various small enter-
prises in which they had been engaged, he goes on : —



“ Thence we advanced to the Castle of Knockcroghery. The same night we came thither
Sir Charles Coote had an advertisement that the enemy were drawn together to the number
of about three thousand, and that they had a resolution to join with other great forces of the
enemy, and to fall upon us as we lay before this castle, being a ground of great dis-
advantage ; with which intelligence Sir Chas. Coote acquainted my Lord President, myself,
and the rest of the officers withall, and advised that his Lordship would remove from the
said castle to Roscommon to reinforce himself with Sir Charles Coote’s companies of foot
and horse, my Lord of Roscommon, his troop under the command of Captain King, and
Captain Ormsby his company, and to fall upon the enemy, I drawing up towards
Ballintobber : which coarse we pursued, and the next day after our coming to Roscommon,
Sir Chas. Coote having advertisement that Charles O’Connor Roe, with one thousand or
twelve hundred men, was advancing within four or five miles of Roscommon, to join with
the forces at Ballintobber, he acquainted his Lordship and myself therewith ; whereupon I
prevailed with the Lord President to march up to Charles O’Connor Roe, when we fell upon
him, and beating him out of his strong trenches, killed divers of his men, and fired his house
and country. The Monday following we had an intelligence fromAthlone that Sir James
Dillon, having the command of all the men in Longford and Westmeath, with two thousand
men, appeared before the town, and had an intention to fall upon it, whereupon I urged my
Lord to draw all the forces he could together, and to go thither. His Lordship answered that
he knew Sir James Dillon well enough, and that he was assured he would not meddle with
the town. Whereupon I desired that his Lordship would give me leave ; he answered I might
go if I would, but he would have no hand in it. The next day I marched to Athlone, and com-
ing there found that Sir James Dillon had that morning fallen on the town : my Lt.-Col.
Gibbs beat him off with the loss of divers of his men. I lodged that night in the town, and
next morning marched towards his quarters where he had entrenched. He drew out of his
quarters and met me on the way, when he was beaten with the loss of 300 of his men or
thereabouts, and we took two colours, his tents, and burnt his quarters. Within two days
after I returned to Roscommon, when Sir Chas. Coote brought us intelligence that Col.
Taaffe and Sir Luke Dillon, with other chief commanders, with 2,500 foot and 300 horse,
were at Ballintobber, within seven miles of Roscommon, whereupon the Lord President
gave orders unto Sir Chas. Coote, with some fifty horse, to march up to Ballintobber to
discover the enemy, whom he found there according to the former intelligence. The next
morning, being Sunday, upon the earnest motion of Sir Chas. Coote, myself, and the other
officers, we marched up to the enemy at Ballintobber, when it pleased God we killed 600 of
their men, and took nine foot colours and cornett of horse. By these several defeats given
the enemy within ten days, the whole force of the enemy was broken in that province, so
that, had we then prosecuted these victories, as was earnestly pressed by Sir Chas. Coote,
myself, and others, we had in all probability reduced that province. Immediately after this,
my Lord President utterly renounced to have anything to do with my regiment, and affirmed
that he neither could nor would give them bread any longer ; upon which I pressed to be
gone, to which his Lordship would not yield, neither permitting me to go away, and denying
me any subsistence there. Sir Charles Coote, seeing this great distraction, through the neces-
sities of my regiment, desired that the several companies thereof might be disposed into
such garrisons as he had an interest in ; unto which I condescended ; and that he would,
upon his reputation, undertake to provide for them, which, at his charge, and the hazard of
his person, accordingly he performed to the preservation of that small number of men my
regiment was reduced unto, through scarcity and want of food, which otherwise had
perished, until our return to Dublin. Sir, whatsoever other relation may be made of these
occurrences, this is the positive truth.” [9]



Lord Ranelagh, the President of Connaught, having retired, the Irish had time to rally ; new
troops were levied, and the strongholds put into a state of proper defence. It was also determ-
ined that the Catholic royalist party in Connaught should act with the general confederacy
sitting at Kilkenny, which had then assumed all the forms of a regular government ; and Hugh
O’Conor was appointed as one of the representatives from the county of Roscommon with
that body.

Meanwhile Clanricarde, who had thrown in his fortunes with Lord Ormonde, and had been
appointed commander-in-chief in Connaught under that nobleman, endeavoured to open sep-
arate negotiations for a truce or cessation of arms with the portion of the confederacy belong-
ing to the province of Connaught. With this view, in the summer of 1643, he made overtures
to Lieutenant-General John Burke, who held high command amongst the Irish ; and these
overtures having been brought before the council of the confederacy in Connaught, the fol-
lowing reply was returned : —

Reply of the Council of the Confederation in Connaught to the overtures of the Earl of
Clanricarde for a cessation of hostilities in that Province. Dated, 28th August, 1643.

“ Right Honourable,—Soon after the receipt of your Lordship’s of the 26th of this present,
so many of the prime gentry of these parts, as could conveniently, assembled, and having
consulted of the contents of your Lordship’s letter to the Lieutenant-General (John Bourke)
about three days ago, concerning a truce or cessation of arms throughout this province, until
the general treaty for the whole kingdome, were concluded, to make this return to your
Lordship, which we on behalf of them and ourselves represent, and humbly recommend to
your favourable acceptance : That we and they are of His Majesty’s most loyal and faithful
subjects, and ready to expose our lives and fortunes in his service, and in the reducing of the
distractions raging now in these parts, or in any other part of His Majesty’s dominions, to
such a settlement of peace and obedience, as may best conduce to His Majesty’s most high
advantage and the happy quiet of his people : for which purpose there is a general treaty in
the behalf of the whole kingdom now on foot, or presently to commence, by virtue of His
Majesty’s commission ; to attend which certain commissioners are appointed by the grand
assembly of the nobility and gentry of the Confederate Catholicks of this kingdom ; in
which case, it is not conceived how this province, or any part of it, may with safety presume
to entertain or conclude any other particular treaty of truce or cessation, without advising
with the commissioners now attending, or presently to attend, the execution of His
Majesty’s Commission, to whom present address shall be mode for advice. Upon return
whereof, it is not to be doubted your Lordship shall receive such fair compliance, as may
give your Lordship just satisfaction in those parts, which we, by the consent of the rest,
make bold to give in assurance that we are

“ Your Lordship’s most humble servants,

“ Lucas Taaffe. Malachias Tuamensis. Charles O’Connor Dun.

“ Boetius Elphin. William Molloye. Ulicke Burke.

“ Feaghra Flinn. Charles O’Connor Roe. Hubert Burke.

“ Cornelius Kelly.” [10]



This reply not being satisfactory to Clanricarde, the struggle continued until 1648, when he
appeared in open hostility to his Catholic fellow-country-men, and took the field against
them.

Leaving Athlone Castle in the hands of Lord Athenry, [11] he marched into the county Ros-
common, and besieged the castle of Molinaheny near Roscommon, then in the possession of
Hugh O’Conor’s son, who, on a previous occasion, had carried away twenty horse from
Taaffe’s party in Munster. The ammunition of the small garrison defending the castle having
been destroyed by an accident, they offered to surrender on condition of their lives being
spared. These terms were agreed to and duly signed by Clanricarde, upon which the garrison,
sixteen in number, surrendered, and were taken to the camp, where, notwithstanding the terms
of capitulation, they were, by Clanricarde’s orders, all hanged, with the exception of one, who
managed to escape from his captors. Clanricarde then marched towards Castle-reagh, Hugh
O’Conor’s residence, and O’Conor, unable to resist him, offered to submit upon honourable
terms of surrender, which were accepted. Confident of his safety, Hugh O’Conor went at once
to Clanricarde’s camp to salute him, when he was seized, placed under personal restraint, and
committed as a prisoner to Roscommon Castle, no other reason being assigned for this breach
of faith than that he should pay for the twenty horse which his son had carried away from the
Munster camp.

About the same time, O’Conor Roe, who also had received letters of safe-conduct from
Clanricarde, on presenting himself, was seized, and sent to join Hugh O’Conor as a prisoner
in Roscommon Castle, where both were confined for upwards of half a year. Shortly after, the
success of the parliamentary party became indisputable. Cromwell’s veterans soon drove both
Clanricarde’s and Ormondes party, as well as that of the Irish Catholics, out of the field ; and
Hugh O’Conor, like his kinsman in Ballintober, saw all his property seized, and included in
the decree for confiscation.

Preparatory to the execution of this decree, a formal investigation was held at Athlone,
nominally for the purpose of inquiring into the conduct of the different proprietors of land in
the county of Roscommon during the rebellion. The main object of this investigation was to
furnish grounds for the forfeitures which it was the policy of the government to enforce. De-
positions were taken, which are preserved amongst the “ Commonwealth Series” of papers at
the Record Office, Dublin, and, amongst them will be found two, in almost similar terms,
relating to Hugh O’Conor of Castlereagh. The first of them is to the following effect : —

“ Hugh O’Connor of Castlereagh.

“ Dudley O’Flynn of Ballintober, aged 34, being duly sworn and examined, deposeth
that he knew the said Hugh, and further sayeth that the said Hugh lived in Ireland in the be-
ginning of the said rebellion, at Castlereagh aforesaid, which was then, and since, the
enemy’s quarter during the rebellion, and furthur sayeth that the said Hugh was in arms at
the beginning of the said rebellion against the English, and had the command of a
lieutenant-colonel, to Colonel Hugh O’Connor his nephew, and furthur sayeth that the said
lieutenant-colonel was at the battle of Ballintober in the said first year against the English.
His range of knowledge being that he saw him in arms aforesaid. Dated July, 1655.”

The second deposition, almost in identical words, was sworn to by one Dermot O’Connor
of Kiltolmy, in the barony of Athlone ; these two—O’Flynn of Ballintober, and Dermot
O’Connor of Kiltolmy—being witnesses against a very large number of the Connaught
proprietors.



In consequence of the part he took in the rebellion, the estates of Hugh O’Conor were all
declared forfeited, and very shortly after the taking of these depositions he died, leaving his
son Donnell, or Daniel, the inheritor of his name and misfortunes.

Donnell, or, or Daniel, O’Conor, Son of Hugh Oge O’Conor, born 1612, died 1689.

Shortly after the accession of James I., when the Irish chieftains submitted to the English
Crown, and took grants of their lands under the English tenure, the use of English Christian
names became general, and these were substituted for the old Irish names hitherto borne by
the natives. Thus Eoghan, or Owen, became Eugene ; Cathal, Cahill, Calvagh, and Keadagh
became Charles ; Donnell became Daniel ; Turlough was changed into Terence ; Teige be-
came Thadeus, or Thady, and so on with almost every one of the other Irish appellations. As
the synonyms used in the English language for particular names were not always the same,
the change often led to subsequent difficulty in identification. These perplexities have arisen
in regard to more than one of Sir Hugh O’Conor’s descendants. The son of Hugh O’Conor of
Castlerea, for instance, is named in different documents and records, under no less than four
different forms. He is called Donnell, Daniel, Donor, and Donogh ; and were it not for other
evidence, doubts might arise whether it was the same individual who was referred to in each
case.

In the family pedigree drawn up by Charles O’Conor of Belanagare, more than 100 years
ago, and at a time not very distant from the period at which Hugh O’Conor’s son lived, he is
styled Daniel, the recognised English form of Donnell, and under this name he certainly
claimed, and had restored to him, after his father’s death, a certain portion of his ancestral
estates.

Daniel O’Conor, the eldest son of Hugh Oge O’Conor of Castlerea, was born about the year
1611 or 161 2. He was married to Anne, second daughter of Edward Bermingham, seven-
teenth Lord Athenree, whose wife was Mary Burke, daughter of Sir Festus Burke of Glynsk.
[12] At the time of the breaking out of the rebellion he was a young man in possession of all
the vigour and independence of character which distinguished most of the members of his
family. Naturally he took the same side as his father, and joined the Irish cause. He very soon
attained high command in the Irish army, and his name is constantly mentioned in the records
of the history of this period.

He was one of those who, in 1642, signed the Oath of Association of the Irish Confeder-
ation, which was as follows : —

“ Oath of Association of Irish Confederation. [13]

“ I, A. B., doe promise, protest, and sweare, before God and His saints and His angells,
that I will, during my life, bear true faith and allegiance to my Sovereign Lord, Charles, by
the grace of God King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, and to his heirs and lawful
successors. And that I will, to my power, during my life, defend, uphold, and maintaine all
his and their just prerogatives, estates, and rights, the power and privileges of parliament
of this realme, the fundamentall laws of Ireland, and the free exercise of the Roman Catholic
faith and religion throughout the land, and the lives, just liberties, possessions, estate, and
right of all those that have taken or shall take this oath and perform the contents thereof.
And that I will obey and ratifye all the orders and the decrees made and to be made by the
Supreme Council of the Confederate Catholiques of this kingdom, concerning the said
publick cause ; and that I will not seek or receive, directly or indirectly, any pardon or pro-



tection for any act done, or to be done, touching this general cause without the consent of
the major part of the said council : And that I will not, directly or indirectly, doe any act or
acts that shall prejudice the said cause, but will, to the hazard of my life and estate, assist,
prosecute, and maintain the same. Moreover, I doe further sweare that I will not accept of or
submit unto any peace or accommodation to be made or concluded with the said Confeder-
ate Catholiques without the consent and approbation of the General Assembly of the said
Confederate Catholiques ; and for the preservation and strengthening of the Association and
union of the Kingdom, that, upon any peace or accommodation to be made or concluded
with the said Confederate Catholiques as aforesaid, I will, to the uttermost of my power,
insist upon and maintain the ensueing propositions until peace as aforesaid be made, and the
matters to be agreed upon in the articles of peace be established and secured by parliament.

“ So help me God, and this Holy Gospel.”

The propositions here referred to were the following : —

“ 1. Free and public exercise of the Catholic religion ‘ in as full lustre and splendour as
in the reign of King Henry VII. or any other Catholic king, his predecessor.’

“ 2. That the secular clergy of Ireland and their dignitaries should enjoy all jurisdictions,
privileges, and immunities in as full and ample a manner as the same had been enjoyed in the
said reign of Henry VII.

“ 3. That all laws placing restrictions on the Roman Catholic laity or clergy in the
exercise of their religion, passed since the twentieth year of Henry VIII., should be repealed.

“ 4. That the Primates, Archbishops, and all other dignitaries and pastors of the Roman
Catholic clergy should hold and occupy all the churches and church livings in as large and as
ample a manner as the late Protestant clergy enjoyed the same on the 31 st October, 1641, in
all places now in possession of the Confederate Catholics, as also in all other places that shall
be recovered by them, saving to the Catholic laity all their rights.”

This oath was signed by over three hundred of the Catholic laity and clergy, and amongst
the signatories appear the names of “ Daniel (O’)Connor of Castleragh ;” “ Hugh (O’)Connor
of Ballintober,” “ Teige (O’)Connor Roe of Ballinefad,” “ Teige (O’)Connor Sligo,” &c., &c.
In order further to place their intentions in the clearest light, and to disavow the charge made
against them, that they were rebels and opposed to His Majesty’s authority, the Supreme
Council of Confederate Catholics issued a letter or proclamation, of which the following is a
copy: —

Extracts from Letter of Supreme Council of Confederates, 25th February, 1642-43.

“ We, to do right to our own consciences, do declare the clearness of our intentions ; and
to the end that no act of ours may countenance the opinion of any such guilt in us, in the pre-
sence of the God of truths do protest we have been necessitated to take arms to prevent the
extirpation of our race and religion, threatened and contrived by our enemies ; to maintain the
rights and prerogatives of His Majesty’s crown and dignity, the interests of his royal issue, the
just liberties of our country, and to no other end, and that we are, always have been, and ever
will continue, His Majesty’s most humble and faithful subjects.” [14]



Having joined the Confederacy, Daniel O’Conor in an especial manner attached himself to
Owen O’Neil, and is mentioned as having served him with a regiment of foot and a troop of
horse ; and even when that general was cast off and denounced by the Council of Confederate
Catholics, young O’Conor remained faithful to him. In 1648, when Clanricarde made the in-
road before alluded to into the Co. Roscommon, O’Conor persuaded Shane O’Kennedy of
Duneraile, a colonel under O’Neil, to proceed with 600 foot and 140 horse to Brackloon, the
residence of his uncle, Thomas Dillon, believing that there a portion of the Irish forces under
Dillon would meet him ; but in this he was disappointed ; Dillon did not bring up the prom-
ised support, and O’Kennedy, being attacked by Clanricarde, was obliged to retreat.

In September of the same year the Council of Confederate Catholics at Kilkenny pro-
claimed [15] O’Neil a traitor, and called on his supporters to submit and deliver up their arms,
promising pardon and forgiveness to all except Owen O’Neil ; Emor, Bishop of Clogher ;
Edmond Reilly, V.G. of Diocese of Dublin ; Terrlaghduff M‘Donough O’Brien ; Shane
O’Kennedy ; Art Cavenagh, of Ballynloghan ; Captain Donnogh O’Connor Mac Hugh ;
Captain Richard Burke, of Partry ; and Alderman Dominick Fanning, of Limerick.

But O’Conor did not submit ; and he is mentioned in the list before alluded to of those who
adhered to the nuncio and clergy in Connaught.

Clanricarde subsequently endeavoured to compel him to disband his troop ; and in 1649
Colonel Lucas Taaffe, who had joined with Clanricarde, wrote the following letter, which was
addressed to him and his cousin, Captain Roger O’Conor : —

“ Sirs—
“ I must let you know that I am commanded hither, by my Lord Marques of Clan-

ricarde, to prosecute you, and all such as oppose His Majesty’s authority, and understanding
that your safe-conduct is renewed by the Commissioners of trust until the 7th of the next
month, during which time I must desist from acts of hostility, I desire and advise, as a kins-
man and well-wisher, that you make good use of your said safe-conduct, by your immediate
repair to Portumna, and submission to my Lord Marques of Clanricarde, before the expiration
of it ; else I assure you, that you, and all such as adhere unto you, will be proclaimed, with
drum and trumpet, by the odious name of traitors to His Majesty, with which title, if you be
once branded, no future act or merit of yours can recover your reputation, nor allow me the
freedom of subscribing myself [15]

“ Your very assured cossen,

“ Lucas Taaffe.

“ 20th April, 1649. For my better satisfaction, I shall desire a view of your safe-conduct
as soon as can be at Roscoman.
“ For Captain Donogh O’Connor and Captain Roger O’Connor, or either of them.
“ A copy of my letter to D. O’C. This letter was received by them three days agone.”

To this letter apparently neither of the O’Conors gave much heed, and it was not until the
parliamentary forces had overrun the country, and Cromwell was victorious everywhere, that
Donogh or Daniel O’Conor submitted. He was then a colonel, and entered into the following
highly advantageous terms of surrender with Commissary-General Reynolds, the commander
of the parliamentary forces : —



Articles of Agreement between Commissary-General Reynolds and Colonel Donogh
O’Connor, concluded at Jamestown, March 19th 1652. [16]

“ 1. That the regiment under the command of Colonel O’Connor, and such parties as shall
joyne with him, shall lay down arms at a rendezvous at Roscomon or Tulsk, on the 25th
March inst., such persons as Commiss.-Gen. Reynolds shall appoint.

“ 2. That Colonel Donogh O’Connor’s regiment, and such party as shall lay down arms
with him, shall have liberty to transport themselves into Spain or any other country in amity
with the States of England, and likewise the benefit of any agreement which they can make
with the foreign agents for that purpose.

“ 3. That the regiments and parties shall have fourteen days’ free quarter upon their laying
down arms ; and in case that within the said time the agreement before mentioned cannot be
perfected, such further time shall be allowed as the Commissioners of Parliament shall think
fit, whereby they may be enabled to subsist until the time of transportation.

“ 4. That in their way to the waterside, free quarter or thoroughfare shall be allowed unto
them.

“ 5. That if no agreement can be made with any foreign agent, that then Commis.-Gen.
Reynolds shall afford his furtherance and assistance to procure such conditions as others of
the Irish party have received at any time formerly.

“ 6. That all officers and soldiers under the command of Colonel O’Connor, who shall lay
down arms at the time and place aforesaid, and shall transport themselves, shall be indem-
nified for all things done by him or them ; provided it extend not to exempt those from a
tryal or pardon who were guilty of the massacres or robberies committed upon the English
at the beginning, or any murder since.

“ 7. That all the clergy belonging to the party shall have liberty to go away, provided they
had not a hand in murder, and do not exercise their function within the quarters during their
stay, and that a list of their names be delivered at their rendezvouz at Roscomon.

“ 8. That the officers and soldiers that shall lay down arms at the rendezvouz aforesaid
shall be protected in their goods, and enjoy their personal estates, if they desire to stay in the
nation ; otherwise to have licence to make sale of their goods, and the benefit of the former
articles, in order to their transportation.

“ In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals the day and year above
written.

“ DONOGH O’CONNOR.
“ RO. MULLIT.”

Having, in accordance with the terms of this arrangement, laid down his arms and dis-
banded his regiment, O’Conor retired to Spain, where he remained in the Spanish service
until after the restoration of King Charles II. Meanwhile his father died, and his wife, Anne
O’Conor, presented her claim before the Athlone and Loughrea Commissioners on the 18th
July, 1656, [18] and by a final decree, dated 30th June, 1657, was awarded, as a person in-
cluded in the eighth qualification, the following lands : —“ Cloonemallis (Clonalis), Crog-



lehan, Cloondowse or Cloonaff, Cloonsuck, Cloonbannow, Annaghvaghera, and part of
Kulmore ;” in all, 440 acres of what was termed “ profitable land ;” the greater part of these
townlands being unprofitable bog. The lands so restored to Anne O’Conor were all on the
western side of the river Suck ; all the good lands, including the town and castle of Castle-
reagh, on the east side of the river, were taken from the O’Conors,and awarded mainly to
Captain Theophilus Sandford.

Shortly after the Restoration in 1660, Daniel O’Conor returned to his native country, and, in
the joint names of himself and his wife, presented a petition to the Commissioners appointed,
under the Act of Settlement, for “ hearing and determining the claims of transplanted persons
in Connaught and the Co. of Clare.” This petition was duly filed, [19] and a record of it ap-
pears in the schedules of the Court of Claims. Apparently it was not taken up in time ; before
it was investigated, the so-called Act of Explanation was passed ; and Daniel O’Conor’s
claim, with the claims of hundreds of other Irish Catholic proprietors, was put aside, the
Cromwellian grants being thereby practically confirmed.

Subsequently, in 1676, he petitioned that the remnant of his ancestral estate, awarded to his
wife by the Athlone and Loughrea Commissioners, should be confirmed to him and her by
the king. This was granted by decree, dated 8th July, 1677 ; and these lands have ever since
remained in the possession of the descendants of Sir Hugh O’Conor Don ; the first-named
place, Cloonmalis or Clonalis, being now the principal residence of the head of the family.
[20]

Thirteen years later, in 1689-90, Daniel O’Conor died, leaving one son named Andrew.

Andrew “ O’Conor Don,” Son of Daniel, born 1646, died 1718.

Andrew O’Conor, of Clonalis, was born probably about the year 1646, and was a child
when his father was obliged to leave Ireland, and to take service under the Spanish king. He
married, on the 16th March, 1692, Honoria, daughter of Colonel Lucas Dowel, [21] of
Mantua, in Co. Roscommon, and had seven sons. Of these only one left issue. Another son,
Thomas, entered the army of the King of France, in which he attained the rank of Brigadier-
General, and for his bravery and distinguished conduct at the battle of Fontenoy, was made a
knight of St Louis.

Upon the death of Charles O’Conor of Ballintober, in 1699, Andrew O’Conor became the
head of the O’Conor Don family ; but it does not appear that he made any claim to the
Ballintober estates, which, as before mentioned, had passed into the hands of Burke of
Portumna.

Andrew O’Conor Don died in 1718.

Daniel “ O’Conor Don ;” Son of Andrew, born about 1694, died 1769.

On his father’s death, Daniel O’Conor succeeded to the Clonalis estates, and to the head-
ship of the O’Conor family. In 1721 he filed a bill in chancery against the widow and trustees
of Colonel Burke for the recovery of the Ballintober property. In this bill, which is preserved
in the Record Office, Dublin, he stated that Colonel Burke had always alleged that he had
purchased the mortgages on that estate for the O’Conors, and that he had no claim to the
equity of redemption, but that after Burke’s death, which took place in 1720, a “ pretended
deed” had been set up, under which Burke’s representatives claimed the entire property. To



this bill an answer was filed by the trustees of Colonel Burke, who denied the truth of these
allegations, and succeeded in retaining possession of the lands. Daniel O’Conor married on
the 22nd September, 1720, [22] Margaret, eldest daughter of Captain Domnick Ryan, of the
City of Dublin, and died on 17th March, 1769, leaving four sons, Domnick, Hugh, Thomas,
and Alexander, and two daughters. Domnick, the eldest son, alone married. Hugh entered
foreign service, and died abroad ; and Thomas and Alexander both died unmarried. Of the
daughters, Elizabeth died unmarried ; and Jane married William Eccles, and left issue, at
present represented by the family of O’Conor Eccles.

Domnick “ O’Conor Don ;” Son of Daniel, born about 1723, died 1795.

Domnick, the eldest son of Daniel, succeeded to the estates and title of O’Conor Don on the
death of his father. He married Catharine, daughter of Robert Kelly, of Lisnaneane, who was
descended in the female line from O’Conor Roe. He died without issue in 1795.

Alexander “ O’Conor Don ;” Brother Of Domnick, born about 1735, died 1820.

During the lifetime of his brother, in 1786, Alexander O’Conor, or “ Master Sandy,” as he
was more familiarly called, made an attempt to recover possession of Ballintober castle and
estates by force. Believing that the property had been fraudulently acquired by the Burkes, he
assembled a large number of the tenantry on his brother’s estate, and marched with them to
Ballintober, where he formally took possession of the castle and lands. The tenantry there at
once recognised him as their landlord, and appeared ready to support his claims ; and for a
short time apprehensions existed that this was but the prelude to a general attempt amongst
the descendants of the ancient Irish to recover their former estates. The matter was considered
of so much importance, that it was brought under the notice of the Irish House of Commons,
and questions were asked the ministers regarding it. The result was, that after a very tempor-
ary occupation, O’Conor was obliged to withdraw, and narrowly escaped imprisonment for
his rash enterprise.

Alexander survived his brother twenty-five years, living in a small cottage on the Clonalis
estate, a life-use in the family residence having been left by the will of Domnick O’Conor to
his widow, with power to lease for thirty-one years—a power which she speedily exercised.
This will Alexander unsuccessfully attempted to break ; and the estates became involved in
most expensive Chancery proceedings between him, his sisters, and the widow of his late
brother. After protracted litigation, large portions of the estate were sold to pay costs and in-
cumbrances, and were bought in by the next heir, Owen O’Conor of Belanagare.

Alexander O’Conor died in 1820, unmarried, and with him ended the descent in the male
line of Hugh Oge O’Conor of Castlerea. The headship of the family then passed to Owen
O’Conor of Belanagare, the descendant of Cathal, the third son of Sir Hugh O’Conor Don,
and with his line we have next to deal.
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