
Celtic Copper Heritage

Avoca, Co. Wicklow, 15 July 2008
Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources Mr.
Seán Power T.D., today launched the Avoca website along with educational packs at
Woodenbridge Hotel in the Vale of Avoca. The website and educational packs were developed
as part of the Celtic Copper Heritage project which was funded under the EU's INTERREG
programme.
The project links the traditional mining areas of Avoca with Almwch in Wales and is managed
by the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board in collaboration with Wicklow County Council, the
Geological Survey of Ireland, the Avoca Mining Heritage Trust and the Mining Heritage Trust
of Ireland, Amlwch Industrial Heritage Trust and the Environmental Agency in UK.
Minister Power said
"I am delighted to see such cooperation across a wide number of bodies producing such
beneficial initiatives as walkways around the Avoca area as well as the information presented
on the website. I hope that this will attract more people to come and enjoy the area of Avoca
and all that it has to offer."

The INTERREG project also investigated the treatment of mine waters entering into the
Avoca River from the now closed mines in the area. This involved the installation of a pilot
water treatment facility which demonstrated that the water issuing from the adits studied
could be successfully treated. The results of the pilot treatment study are being incorporated
into a broader study which is investigating the remediation and long term management of the
site. There are a range of complex issues at the site which include safety, water contamin-
ation, unvegetated lands and heritage. This study is being undertaken by the Department of
Communications, Energy and Natural Resource

Welcome to Avoca

Landscapes tell the story of people from a long time ago, and this narrative is both clear and
abundant in County Wicklow because it is so different to that of any other place. The Avoca
catchment is made up of steep sided wooded valleys bringing rivers down from the Wicklow
Mountains. These mountains are composed mostly of granite. They make Wicklow the
highest county in Ireland. Gardens and estates have been carefully laid out. Much of the land
is covered with forest, and several old estates and demesnes are planted with trees. There are
areas of oak woodland throughout the Wicklow Mountains National Park. Many of these
features are man made. A major influence on the shape of the landscape is the fact that this
area was once the premier mining district of Ireland. It provided an important world source of
copper, and iron was also obtained from its mines which worked all up until quite recently.

The Avoca landscape offers us an opportunity to learn more about the fascinating life work of
Ireland’s forgotten industrial past. The mines once employed thousands of people. When they
become exhausted what happens to the people who worked in them and where do their
communities go? Perhaps some stayed and found other work. But others, we’re sure have
travel the world developing their skills in pursuit of their vocation.

Introduction to Celtic Copper Heritage
The aim of the Celtic Copper Heritage project is to harness the historical copper mining
heritage in Avoca, County Wicklow, (Ireland) and Amlwch (Wales), as a means of generating
positive economic, social, cultural, and environmental impacts in deprived rural communities.

The associated objectives of Celtic Copper Heritage project are to:
* Develop new educational and research facilities/opportunities;
* Conserve and preserve the internationally important industrial heritage;
* Raise the profiles of Amlwch and Avoca as visitor destinations;
* Enhance and protect the natural rivers at both locations;



* Facilitate the transfer and sharing of expertise and knowledge; and
* Develop further partnership and working arrangements between both applicant
organisations.

Our project recognises the fact that the differentiated landscape in Avoca and Amlwch
provide us with opportunities for both areas’ regeneration.

The bases for our international collaboration are the features common to both areas:
* Similar ore deposits and associated 200 years of mining history;
* Comparable geology with the host rocks of ‘Lower Palaeozoic’ age comprised of
volcano-sedimentary piles;

* Development of both mines was started in the late 18th century by the same company
which transferred fromAmlwch, at the end of its lease, to Avoca;

* Pollution poses problems at both sites in the form of ‘acid mine drainage’ (‘AMD’).

The focus is on utilising local copper history and heritage in its relationship with the natural
environment to assist in the regeneration of deprived and peripheral rural communities.

For many years, the stakeholders in Avoca have worked to bring about economic, social and
environmental regeneration to an area which once flourished as a mining village. Since the
closure of the mines, the focus has changed to preserve the mining heritage, restore the
polluted river and market the area as a tourist attraction. The unity that the local community
has together with their expertise, knowledge and the support of the State agencies is a very
strong asset to this application. In Ireland the project partners include Wicklow County
Council, Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, Department of Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources, Geological Survey of Ireland, Vale of Avoca Development Association,
Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland, East Coast and Midlands Tourism and local community
groups.

Celtic Copper Heritage then – why Celtic?

Our project is called Celtic Copper Heritage because it proposes to share understanding
about some things we share in common – and one of these is Celtic identity. What, then, is
Celtic? The concept of a ‘Celtic’ people is a modern, romantic reinterpretation of history. For
one thing these tribes made war amongst one another and would not have identified
themselves as one people. The Romans called people who made up various north western
European tribes as Galli: the Greeks knew them as Galatai or Keltoi – both meaning
barbarian. These tribes began to gravitate around the British Isles between about 500 and 100
B.C. They were, however, loosely tied by similar language, religion, and cultural expression
and the best thing we know about them for the most part is the magnificence of their art.

Foreign – long distance – trade became essential through the Bronze Age – as the natural
resources for developing bronze implements only occur in certain places. Important to our
story they were found in abundance at Avoca and Amlwch. Also important to our story are the
facts that certain people knew how to find and work metals – and that they were prepared to
travel vast distances to prosecute their art.

In linguistic terms Celts are people who spoke or speak Celtic languages: divided into two
classes – Insular and Continental. Continental Celtic languages are no longer spoken. They
were Celtiberian (Spain), Gaulish (with a Swiss variant known as Lepontic), and Galatian
(Turkey) spoken until about the 5th century. Insular Celtic, the languages of the British Isles,
or the Great North West European Archipelago, is divided into Brythonic or British, and
Goidelic or Gaelic. Brythonic languages are Cumbric (now extinct), Welsh, Cornish and
Breton. The Goidelic languages are Irish Gaelic, Scots Gaelic and Manx. Celtic languages
also are spoken in the Americas. AWelsh colony settled in Patagonia in1865, and there is also
a Scots Gaelic community in Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia.



The term also describes people today who participate in or express certain Celtic cultural
forms. Insofar as we understand that the ancient Celtic tribes were involved in various aspects
of mining and metallurgy we can identify these both as Celtic cultural practices.
http://www.celtic-copper.eu/

The Post Mining Landscape Matters!

Our project endorses the European Landscape Convention’s definition of landscape as “an
area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of
nature and/or human factors”.
For more details about the European Landscape Convention see
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/Conventions/Landscape/default_en.asp

Our landscapes are a key resource for Wicklow and are fundamental to the delivery of future
programmes for the preservation and enhancement of our natural environment. Landscapes
provide vital understanding of cultural life because they are physical expressions of the
relationship of people with place. This applies equally to attenuated landscapes, such as our
post-mining environment, as to those of a more ‘natural’ appearance such as fields and
forests as they are the combined result of the ways that geology and the historical impact of
its exploitation have been acted out by people who have lived here for centuries.

Landscape involves people’s perceptions: they contribute to a sense of place and are of vital
importance to local distinctiveness.

Landscapes have always evolved, and continue to do so under the influence of local pressures
(such as roads) and global drivers (such as climate change); and we are committed to ensure
that in response to these changes and challenges our landscape retains its diversity and
distinction. These landscapes have the potential to deliver a wide range of ecosystems and to
maintain this status they need careful planning and management, and the environment
requires effective monitoring.

Landscape is a key aspect of the natural environment and a vital resource. We engage with
our differentiated landscape at many scales, international, national, regional and local. It plays
a key role in the conservation, enhancement and delivery of the sustainable use and
management of our natural environment.

Understanding landscape character systems and dynamics is essential to resource
management and planning. Landscape character and cultural history are key contributors to
national, regional and local identity, influencing sense of place and shaping the setting for
people’s lives

Our post-mining landscape provides a critical stimulus to people’s engagement with the
natural environment.

This education resource is intended to help you to discover more about how the landscape
here was formed. It explores its mines, its heritage, its history and its communities. We
include maps and suggested walks to help you around. Our European project partners in
Amlwch in North Wales live in a place with a parallel mineralogy and history. The Avoca
landscape offers us an opportunity to learn more about the fascinating life work of Ireland’s
forgotten industrial past. The mines once employed thousands of people. When the mines
become exhausted what happens to the people who worked in them and where do their
communities go? Perhaps some stayed and found other work, but others have travelled,
developing their skills all over the world.

The Landscape and the Avoca River Catchment

The term catchment area, sometimes watershed or river basin is used to describe the area
which is drained by a river. The river catchment is an area of land where water from rainfall



runs downhill into rivers, which in turn drains into the sea. It includes the land which is
drained and the streams and rivers themselves.

The Avoca catchment is made up of steep sided wooded valleys bringing rivers down from
the Wicklow Mountains. These mountains are composed mostly of granite making Wicklow
the highest county in Ireland. Much of the land is covered with forest. It contains many
beautiful gardens and estates, and several of these are planted with trees. There are areas of
oak woodland throughout the Wicklow Mountains National Park. Many of these parks and
woodlands are man made.

A major influence on the shape of the landscape is the fact that this area was once the premier
mining district of Ireland. It provided an important world source of copper, and iron was also
obtained from its mines which all worked up till quite recently.

Environment

We have other interests in what has happened to the landscape. Although a mine might cease
to operate, it continues to have an impact on the surrounding environment. As water
percolates through the abandoned mines, its chemistry is altered and when this water
eventually comes to the surface and drains the old mine workings it becomes acidic and bears
metals which are poisonous to local ecology by polluting rivers in the form of ‘acid mine
drainage’. This devastates rivers, destroying aquatic life. Scientists and engineers develop
techniques to address this problem, which provides opportunities to learn about the science
involved. A programme which will eventually restore some of the mined area, gives us an
opportunity to explore the area, the polluted river and in particular its educational potential.

Education Pack

http://www.celtic-copper.eu/page.asp?id=2186

History

The Vale of Avoca is a beautiful part of County Wicklow, deservedly known as the “Garden
of Ireland”. It features on the earliest known map of Ireland by the geographer Ptolemy who
is said to have visited the area in 150AD. The mineral wealth of the valley has been known
for centuries and prominent people have been involved in its exploration. Among the most
celebrated (though not the most successful) was the 19th century nationalist leader Charles
Stuart Parnell who was said to be obsessed by exploration progress.

The copyright in material reproduced from this website shall be maintained by Celtic Copper
Heritage.

Material on this website is protected by copyright.
Reproduction of material from this website is authorised for personal use.
Reproduction for other uses is permitted, provided that the source is acknowledged.

http://www.celtic-copper.eu


