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The internal struggles of hostile races, and external aggression of the dominant one, naturally
led, as it has invariably led everywhere, to tyranny on the one hand, and rebellion on the
other. During the first three centuries of the Christian era, the war of races was constant, and
one, or as some think two, political revolutions occurred. These revolutions are of very great
interest, but unfortunately the accounts of them are not only obscure, but distorted by those
who have transmitted them. The latter belonged to the dominant race, and have accordingly
taken care not to put their opponents in a favourable light. These revolutions are connected
with people called Aithech Tuatha, or rent-paying tribes, as Professor O’Curry explained the
word. That explanation, though not strictly correct, indirectly gives us the character of the
people. They are usually identified with the Atticotti of Roman writers ; the period at which
the revolutions are supposed to have occurred and the resemblance of names, no doubt sug-
gesting the notion of their identity. There are, however, no reliable data to confirm the hypo-
thesis, although there is much indirect evidence in its favour. Dr. O’Connor interprets Aithech
Tuatha as “ giganteam gentem” ; Dr. Lynch, in his Cambrensis Eversus, by “ Plebeiorum
hominum genus”, an explanation which agrees in the main with O’Curry’s Dr. O’Donovan [1]
looks upon them as descendants of the Firbolgs and other colonists who were treated as a
servile and hostile race by the dominant Scoti. This opinion is supported by tradition, for, ac-
cording to our legendary history, Breas Mac Elathan, one of the Tuatha Dé Danand kings,
was the first who imposed rents in Ireland, and the rent-payers were chiefly the Firbolgs, and
so grievous were the burthens he imposed upon the whole country, that he was deposed. The
Scoti or Milesians conquered the Tuatha Dé Danand, and in turn made Aithechs or tenants of
them, and so it has continued as in most other countries, each succeeding conquering race ob-
liging their conquered predecessors to pay tributes and rents. The Irish Aithechs or tenants of
to-day are composed of the descendants of Firbolgs and other British and Belgic races,
Umorians, Fomorians, Tuatha Dé Danands, Milesians, Gauls, Norwegians, Anglo-Saxons,
Anglo-Normans, and English, each successive dominant race having driven part at least of its
predecessors in power into the rent-paying and labouring ranks beneath them, or gradually
falling into them themselves, to be there absorbed. This is a fact which should be remem-
bered by those who theorize over the qualities of “ pure Celts”, whoever these may be.

The first of the Aithech Tuatha revolutions, if indeed there were more than one, occurred,
according to the Annals of the Four Masters, about A.D. 9 or 10. We are told that the mon-
arch, ‘ Crimthann Niadhnair, died at his Dun on the Hill of Howth, near Dublin, A.D. 9.’ The
entry for the following year is : “ The age of Christ 10. The first year of the reign of Cairpri
Cindcait, after he had killed the nobility, except a few who escaped from the massacre in
which the nobles were murdered by the Aithech Tuatha.’ This massacre, we are elsewhere
told, took place on Magh-Cro, or the Bloody Plain, in the county of Galway, whither they
were invited to a feast by the conspirators of the Aithech Tuatha, who then elected Cairpri
Cindcait as king. According to the story as told in nearly all our ancient manuscripts, [2] the
kingly race was preserved by three queens, wives of the lords of Ireland, being at the time
pregnant. One of them was Baine, the daughter of Luath Mac Derera, king of the Cruithen-



tuaith, or Picts, or, as he is styled in the Annals of the Four Masters, king of Alba ; the second
was Gruibo, or, as she is called in the annals just referred to, Cruife, daughter of Gortniat,
king of South Britain ; and the third was Aine, daughter of Caindi, [3] the great king of the
South Saxons. Baine had a son called Feradhach Findfechtnach or the Fair Righteous, who is
described in the Annals of the Four Masters under the year A.D. 36, as the son of Crimthann
Niadhnair, but in the tract in the Book of Ballymote and other MSS. he is mentioned as the
son of Fiachnadh Finnolaidh, who was killed A.D. 56, according to the same annals. Gruibo,
or Cruife, who was married to Fidfech, the blind king of Munster, bore a son called Corb
Olum ; and Aine, who was married to Breasal Mac Firb, king of Ulster, bore a son called
Tiprait Tireach.

Cairpri Cindcait, after a reign of five years, died, and his son,Morand, surnamed the
“ Just”, refusing the crown, recommended the restoration of the princes so providentially pre-
served. Feradhach became monarch of Ireland, and progenitor of Conn of the Hundred
Battles, from whom are descended the principal families of Ulster and Connaught ; Corb
Olum became king of Munster, and progenitor of the celebrated Olioll Olum, from whom are
descended the principal families of Munster ; Tiprait Tireach became king of Ulster, and was
the ancestor of Magennis and other families in the east of Ulster. This was theMorand about
whom the legend has come down to us, that he had a collar which, when put about the neck
of a guilty person, squeezed him to death, but when put about the neck of an innocent person,
expanded until it reached the earth.

According to the Annals of the Four Masters, a second revolution took place in the year of
our Lord 56, when the Fiacha Finnfolaidh above mentioned was slain at the slaughter of
Magh-bolg (now Moybolgue, in the county of Cavan), by the provincial kings, leaving his
wife, Eithne, daughter of the king of Alba, pregnant of a son, Tuathal Teachtrnliar, or the
legitimate, who afterwards became monarch of Ireland. The leader of the second insurrection
was Elim, son of Conra, king of Ulster, who like Cairpri became monarch, and is said to have
reigned for twenty years. In the end, however, he was slain at the battle of Aichill, now the
Hill of Skreen, near Tara, by the Tuathal above mentioned. The latter thereupon succeeded to
the monarchy, though not, it would appear, without great opposition, as he is reported to have
fought no less than one hundred and thirty-three battles against the various tribes of Firbolgs
and other non-Scotic peoples in the country. These accounts are very confused, and require to
be very carefully analyzed. The Annals of the Four Masters tell us of these that Crimthann
died quietly at his Dun ; while it is implied in the account in the Book of Invasions that he
perished in the revolution of the Atticotti. According to the Annals, Cindcait obtained posses-
sion of the throne immediately after the death of Crimthann, the usurper succeeding to the
legitimate sovereign without any interregnum. In the second revolution the chief actors are
provincial kings, who must have been either the immediate legitimate successors of the very
men restored by Morand after the first ; or they must have been themselves usurpers of the
party of Cairpri. It is important, how-ever, that the plot in both cases is the same—an as-
sembly of the people, a massacre at a feast, by which the whole of the royal line was cut off,
save, in the first instance, three unborn children, and in the second, one, who are subseq-
uently restored. There is the further confusion that not only is the mother of Feradhach, the
prince restored by Morand, the daughter of Baine, daughter of the king of Alba, but the
mother of Feidlimidh Rechtmhar, or the Lawgiver, son of Tuathal, is also a Baine ; this
Feidlimidh having been, like his father, restored to power after what may be called a third
revolution. Again, the son of this Feidlimidh the Lawgiver, the celebrated Conn of the Hund-
red Battles, was slain by an Ulster prince of the same name as the restored Ulster prince who
escaped so providentially the massacre of the first Aithech Tuatha revolution. But the confus-
ion of the narrative of the Four Masters attains a climax when, under the year A.D. 15, it
makes Feradhach, who was not yet born in A.D. 10, king of Ireland ! Keating, like the tract in
the Book of Ballymote, and in other MSS. which I quoted above, makes Cairpri succeed



Fiacha Finolaidh, A.D. 56, and thus gets rid of the first Aithech Tuatha revolution altogether.
His account is certainly quite as consistent, notwithstanding the adverse criticism of Dr.
Lynch and Dr. O’Donovan, [4] as the contradictory and confused narrative of the Four
Masters. The revolution of the Aithech Tuatha, so far as we can judge of it by the traditions
which have come down to us, and especially by the lists of tribe names of the ruling and of
the paying classes, [5] proves that the power of the dominant Scotic or Milesian lords was
confined to a portion of the country at some short time previous to the series of civil wars
which ultimately ended in the revolution ; and that these wars were caused by their efforts to
extend their power over the whole country. It is probable that the foreign expeditions, and the
occupation of part of Britain, of which I shall presently speak, had momentarily weakened the
Scotic power, and enabled the subjugated races to assert for a time their independence. After
the restoration, the Scotic lords, in order to prevent a repetition of the overthrow of their
domination, appear to have distributed the subject tribes throughout the country, and so
arranged their strongholds or Duns as to support each other, and enable them to warn the
country of any hostile movement of the people. This distribution is said to have taken place
after the restoration of the Feradach Finnfechtnach son of Crimthann Niadhnair, according
to the Four Masters, but son of Fiacha Finola, according to the tract already referred to. Now,
this Fiacha, according to the Four Masters, was father of Tuathal Techtmhar. After this dis-
tribution it is not probable that the subjected tribes succeeded in regaining their lands and
power, and it is therefore probable that the chief revolution of the Aithech Tuatha took place
under Fiacha, as Keating and the Book of Invasions assumed, and the distribution under his
son Tuathal. The resistance offered to such forcible displacements of tribes would account for
the one hundred and thirty-three battles the latter is said to have fought, as already ment-
ioned, against the various non-Scotic tribes. We may assume that this distribution of the
tribute-paying tribes occurred in the first years of Tuathal’s reign, which ended after over
thirty years’ duration, in A.D. 106, according to the Four Masters, while, according to other
authorities, the Aithech Tuatha war was only finally suppressed in the year 130, so that his
death may not have occurred before the year 160. [6]

If the Atticotti of history be identical with the Aithech Tuatha, their first appearance in
Britain must have been caused by the forcible displacement of the conquered tribes. Large
bodies of them must also have acted as mercenaries to the Irish monarchs on their foreign ex-
peditions. They are not named by Ptolemy among British tribes, which is negative evidence
in favour of their Irish origin. The first Roman author who mentions them is Ammianus, [7]
and their historic existence was short. St. Jerome mentions them in connection the Scots, the
picture which he paints of both being very unfavourable, and based rather on prejudice than
accurate information. [8] Milesian writers themselves have not been very favourable to the
Aithech Tuatha. Cairpri Cindcait, like all other revolutionists, whether in the interest of
royalty or republicanism, of oligarchy or democracy, has suffered the penalty of the final
unsuccess of the cause. One of the most striking instances of the way in which the Bards
distorted history in the interest of the ruling race is afforded by the repulsive colours in which
the person as well as the rule of Cairpri have been painted. He was called the “ Cat-head”,
and figured by the poets with the ears of a cat, and his face covered with fur. The state of the
country during his supposed reign is pictured in the gloomiest colours ; nature is said to have
pronounced in favour of the legitimate rulers by refusing her accustomed gifts : the grass
withered, the corn was blighted, the cattle got murrain. But when the Milesian rule was
restored, according to the Four Masters, in Feradhach the “Just”, “ good was Ireland during
his time. The seasons were right tranquil. The earth brought forth its fruit; fishful its river
mouths ; milkful the kine” . During the supposed reign of the second Aithech king, Elim,
nature again declared against the usurper, and the land was without corn, milk, fruit, or fish.

The translation of Cindcait by “ Cat-Head” is probably the suggestion of some malignant
bard. The Welsh laws applied the term “ caeth” to the lowest class of serfs or slaves, and
Cindcait would consequently mean head of the serfs or unfree men. This explanation is rend-



ered the more probable by the circumstance that the subjected clans appear to have belonged
to the same race as many British tribes on the west coast of Britain, and that according to the
Book of Invasions, Cairpri was himself an Aithech. Another explanation may, however, be
found in the existence of the name Cat among the Cruithentuaith, who were among the de-
feated rent-payers. One of the seven sons of Cruithne who divided Alba between them was
called Cat.

There is just as much, if not more, doubt aboutMorand, as about Cairpri and the other
personages who figured in the Aithech Tuatha revolution. According to the Four Masters,
Morand was the son of Cairpri. But the tract already quoted tells us that : “ These were the
three rent-payers who were the chief advisers of the rent-paying tribes of Eriu at this time,
viz., Morand, and Buan, and Cairpri Cindcait ; and Cairpri Cindcait was the head of them all
: and they advised the Aithech Tuatha to kill their lords”. In the Tain Bó Chuailgne, which
belongs to an earlier period, Morand and Cairpri are, however, offered byMedh as sureties
for the performance of her promises to Ferdiad, [9] and are clearly introduced there as gods,
or mythical personages. The name of the third adviser, Buan, is so like Buand, or Baanand,—
which also occurs in the Tain Bó Chuailgne [10]— forms of the name of the great goddess
Anand, that taken in connection with the reference to the others in the “ Fight of Ferdiad” just
alluded to, we may safely conclude that the three advisers of the Aithech Tuatha were their
gods. [11] If there was a realMorand connected with the Atticotti, some of the qualities of the
mycal personagess were attributed to him exactly as the legends of the Tuatha Dé Danand
goddess Brigit daughter of Dagdai Mor, have been confounded with those of St. Brigit. It is
more probable, however, that Cairpre, Morand, and Feradhach are all mythical personages.

Tuatlial Tecldmhar or “ the Legitimate”, has all the characteristics of reality about him, and
his reign is especially interesting as marking perhaps the epoch of the complete organization
of the political system which existed down to the establishment of English power in Ireland.
Until the time of this king, Meath consisted of only one principality or Tuath, a term which
will be fully explained in a subsequent section ; he enlarged it to eighteen, in order to provide
sufficient mensal land for the king of Eriu. In other words, he was properly the founder
speaking the author of the ancient Irish Pentarchy. He celebrated the Feis Teamhrach, or great
feast of Tara, and cstablished the fairs of Tlachtga, Uisnech, and Taille, and lastly he im-posed
the fine upon Leinster, known as the Boireamli Laighen, or “ Cow-Tribute of Leinster”,
which continued to be paid during the reigns of forty monarchs of Eriu. The cause of the
imposition of this tribute is assigned by legend to the insult offered by a Leinster king to
Tuathal and his two daughters. The Leinster king having married one of Tuathais daughters,
pretended after some time that she had died, and then got her sister in marriage. When the
sisters discovered the fraud, they are said to have both died, one of shame and the other of
grief. This legend is valuable as showing that ti.e state of morality in pagan Ireland, was very
different from that depicted by St. Jerome. The tribute itself affords an example of vassalage
as perfect as any offered by France or the German Empire during the medieval times, and
proves, 1 think, vassalage beyond doubt, that the principle of the political organiz-ation
exhibited by the law tract called Crith Gablach.

[1] Annals of the Four Masters, vol. i. p. 95, note m.

[2] In the copy of the tract coutaining this story in the Book of Ballymote (f. 140, a.a,), it is
stated that the tract was copied from the Book of Glendaloch.

[3] This name is interesting, for, although it cannot be identified with any of the Saxon kings’
names, it betrays a striking family likeness to the names of the kings of Wessex. In the
Annals of the Four Masters he is absurdly called king of Saxony.



[4] Annals of the Four Masters, i. p. 97, note.

[5] “ The names of the rent-tribes and their divisions according to the Book of Glendaloch :
The Rentpayers now distributed themselves over Eriu after the extinction of her free
children and her free men, namely forty six tribes, viz. : —

Semrighe,
Saithrighhe,
Benntraighe,
Cathraighe,
Crothraigh,
Brughraide,
Scothraigh,
Lathraighe,
Carraighe,
Gabhraigh,
h-Uraighe,
Mendraighe,
Teocraighe,
Rathraighe,
Nudhraighe,
Callraighe,
Bondraighe,
Bladliraighe,
Ludraighe,
Luffraighe,
Condraighe,
Sedraighe,
Granraighe,
Curaigh,
Glosraighe,
Bibraighe,
Boecraige,
Corcoige,
Corco Ainge,
Corco Dega,
Corco Maighi,
Corco Muich,
Corco Soilchend
Corco Bili,
Corco Bruidi,
Dal Mochon
Dal n-Didail,
Dal Mathrach,
Dal Maigni,
Dal Tidilli,
Dal Mochoirp
Dal Mendato,
Dal Muide,
Dal Muigid,
Dal Mecon,
Dal-h Uiscide” .



“ These are the tribes of the Rent-payers.

Their Tuaths follow here : —

Gaileoin,
Tuath Aitliechtha,
Tuath Fochmaind,
Tuath Fidhga,
Tuath Firbb,
Tuath Brecraighe,
Tuath Treithirni,
Tuath Semonn,
Tuath Biobraighe,
Tuath MacDerbhchon,
Tuath Benntraighe,
Tuath Maistini,
Tuath Cairige,
Tuath Bibraighe,
Tuath Senmogad.
Tuath Sen-Erann,
Tuath Fer More,
Tuath Gebtine,
Tuath Emeurighe,
Tuath Mac Umoir,
Tuath Cathbarr,
Tualh Currat,
Tualh Fer Buidi,
Tuath Fer Ninais,
Tuath Cathraige,
Tuath Stn-Chineoil,
Tuath Choncobairni,
Tuath Mac Umor,
Tuath Resent Umoir,
Tuath Doinnann,
Tuath Cruithnech,
Tuath Cregraighe,
Tualh Ochuinne,
Tuath Guaire,
Tuath Farduis,
Tuath Cruithnech [of the North],
Tuath Buain,
Tualha Selli,
Tualh, n Eibluirg,
Tuath Ligmniiie,
Tuath, Tregae,
Tuath Mauaige,
Tuath Airbrt,
Tualh Glasraighi,
Tualh Connraighe,
Tuath Luaigne”.

“ It was after these that rent of base service grew upon the free clanns of Eriu, viz., the lands
on which they [i.e. the rent-paying clanns] served were taken from them by the free clanns,
and they were subdued, and the free clanns multiplied over them, and took their lands from



them, so that the base rent followed upon the free clanns consequently, as attached to the
land. For all the men of Eriu were free, except those we have enumerated”.

“ The Rent-paying tribes were distributed throughout all Eriu, and the bondage rule of the
lords of Eriu was established over them alter they had distributed them, ut est hie.

“ The Gadeoin in the province of Leinster, north of Gabar (1) and three divisions upon them
; Tuath Fidga, Tuath Fochmain, and Tuath Aithechda, Tuatha Fochmain in Ui Failgi (2) and
on the Fotharta Airbrech, (3) and on Almuin (4) [and the Martini, D. McFirbis], and what
belongs to it of families. Tuath Aithechda were upon the east of the Liffey, to the sea. Tuath
Fidga upon the Forthuata (5) of Leinster, and upon Ui Cennsellaigh. (6) [Ui Failge, D. McF.]
“ Tuath Brecraighe upon Leinster, South of Gabar, i.e., upon Ossory. (7) Tuath Treithirni in
Mag Breguin, (8) and in the Eoganacht of Cashel, etc. Tuath Semonn in the Decies of Mun-
ster. (9) Tuath Carraig in Ui Liathan, (10) and in Ui Mac Cailli. (11) Tuath Bibraighe in
Corcolaighe. (12) Tuatha Mac Derbchon in Feara Muighe. (13) Tuath Bentraighe in Ui
Echach of Munster. (14) Tuath Mairtini in Muscraiqhe Mitaine. (15) and the east of Femin,
(16) and Liag Tuill, (17) and Tir Aeda, (18) and Breguin, (19) etc., and in Ui Cairpre (20)

“ The seed of the slaves of the sons ofMiledh, in West Munster, and in Corco Duibhne, (21)
and in the Eoganacht of Loch Lein, (22) and of Raithlinn, (23) and of Aine, (24) and of
Glennamhnach, (25) etc. Tuath Sen Erann firstly in Ciarraighe Luachra (26) and in Lauchair
Deagaid (27) Tuath [Fer] Morc, and Tuath Geibtine in Ui Chonaill [Gabhra] (28) Tuath
Eminrighe in Ormond, (29) and in the Ellies, (30) Tuatha Maca n-Umoir in Dal Cais, (31) and
in Ui Fiachrach Aidni. (32) The Tuatha Ua Cathbar and Ua Carra in Corca Muichi, (33) and
Corca Bascainn, (34) and of Duibne, (35) in Corcomruadh and Luighdi, (36) and in the Ellies,
and in Uaithni, (37) in Muscraighe, (38) and of Oiche, (39) in Ui Chonaill.

“ Tuath Ferrudi in Corcmodhruadh. (40) Tuath Fer-ninais (41) in the Eoganacht of Ros
Argait, and in Arainn (42) Tuath Cathraighe in Southern Ui Maine (43) Tuath Sen Cheneoil in
Northern Ui Maine. (44) The Tuath Concobarni, and of the sons of Umor upon Ui Briuin, (45)
and around Loch Cime, (46) and in Cluain Fuiche (47) Tuath Resen upon the Conmaicni, (48)
from Ath Mogho to the sea. The Tuath Mic Umor in Umall. (49) Tuath Fer Domnann in the
country of Ceara, (50) and in Ui Amalgad, (51) and in Ui Fiachrach north (52) and from the
[river] Rodb (53) to the [river] Congnaig, (54) in Carpri (55) of Drom Cliabh (56)

“ Tuath Cruithnech in Magh Aei, (57) and Magh Luirg, (58) from Loch Cé to Brogail
[Bruigheol], (59) and to the Shannon.

“ Tuath Crecraighe in Luighni (60) of Connacht and around Loc Techad (61) and about Corann
(62) and around Tir Oitilla (63) as far as Magh Turedh.(64)

Tuath Ochaine [ Fochmuim, D. McF ] and Tuath Guaire from Ross Guill (65) and Tir
Oiulla, [Chonnail, D. McF.] to Magh Cetne, (66) and round [D. McF.] to Easruadh, (67)
Tuath Tarduis in Tir Eogain, (68) and Ui Neill of the north, Tuath Cruitnech [not given by D.
Mc Firbis], of the north from the Sidhan of Sliabh an Chairn (69) to Lough Foyle and and
from Bernas of Tir Hugh (70) to the Bann. Tuath Cruitnech in the country of Ulidia (71) and
in Magh Cobha. (72) Tuath Buaim in Dumbuair, and Tuath Selle in Dal Airidhe. (73) Tuath
Nebhurg in Airghiolla (74) from Glen Righe (75) to Lough Erne, and from Buaigh [Banna]
to Lough Foyle. Tuath Ligmaine in Gelenga. (76) The Tuath of the sons of Tredha in West-
meath and upon the Feara Feara (77) and in Cuircne. (78) Tuath Masraighe in Magh Sleght
(79) in Ui Bruin of Breifne (80) Tuath Airbri in Teabtha [on the south side of, D. McFirbis].
Tuath Glasraighe in Cairpri, (81) and about Lough Silen. (82) Tuath Connraighe in Sliabh
Breagh (83) and in Mugh Dorna (84) and in Uib Saghain (85) and in the Feara Rois (86) and
in the Feara Arda (87) and in the Feara Lurg (88) and in the two Cremthanns (89) Tuath
Luaighne in the Breagha, (90) and in the Laeghaire, (91) and in the Ardgul, (92) and in the
two Devlins (93) and Ui Mac Uais, (94) and to Temar, (95) and from Inber Colptha, (96) to the
confluence at Clonard. And in such way were they distributed.” [and the rent of Eiriu was



imposed upon them. And it is forty-seven Tuaths in all that are to be counted of them. D.
McFirbis] Book of Ballimote, f. 140, a.a., and Mc Firbis, Book of Genealogies, pp 47 to 52.

(1) Probably Loch Gabhon, i.e., Lough Gower or, Logore, near Dunshaughlin, county
of Meath

(2) Offaly—the baronies of East and West Offaly in the county of Kildare ; Portnahinch and
Tinnahinch in Queen’s County, and the part of King’s County in the diocese of Kildare
and Leighlin

(3) A territory about the Hill of Croghan, in the King’s County.
(4) The Hill of Allen, county of Kildare.
(5) Part of the counties of Wicklow and Carlow.
(6) South Leinster.
(7) The territory included in the present diocese of Ossory.
(8) The baronies of Iffa and Offa East, county of Tipperary.
(9) The west part of the county of Waterford.
(10) Barony of Barrymore, adjoining Cork Harbour.
(11) Barony of Imokilly, county of Cork.
(12) Baronies of West Carbery, Beare, and Bantry, county of Cork.
(13) The ancient territory of Fermoy, comprising the present baronies of Fermoy, and

Condons, and Clangibbon.
(14) The southern Decies, east of the county of Waterford.
(15) Baronies of Coislea and Small County in the county of Limerick, and Clanwilliam in

the county of Tipperary, a district of which the village of Emly was the centre.
(16) Baronies of Iffa and Ofla, county of Tipperary, about Slieve na-mBann.
(17) The district about Kells, county of Meath.
(18) No doubt Muscraidhe Luachra, the country of O’h-Aodha, along the Blackwater, county

of Cork, and not the barony of Tir Hugh, county of Donegal.
(19) Barony of Clanwilliam, county of Tipperary.
(20) Baronies of Carberry, county of Cork.
(21) Barony of Corcaguiny, county of Kerry.
(22) A district around the Lake of Killarney.
(23) Barony of Kinelmeaky, county of Cork.
(24) Knockany, county of Limerick.
(25) Glanworth, barony of Fermoy, county of Cork.
(26) North of Kerry and adjoining part of the county of Limerick.
(27) Slieve Loughra, near Castleisland, county of Kerry.
(28) Baronies of Upper and Lower Conello, county of Limerick.
(29) Barony of Lower Ormond, county of Tipperary.
(30) Ely O’Carroll, i.e., the baronies of Clonlisk and Ballybrit, in King’s County, and the

baronies of Ikerrin and Elyogarty in the county of Tipperary.
(31) The county of Clare.
(32) The territory included in the diocese of Kilmacduagh, in the south of the county Galway.
(33) The Corca Muiche were a sept of the Ui Fidhgente whose chief was Mac Energe (or

Mac Ennery). The parish of Castletown where he resided is still called Corca Muichet.
(34) Baronies of Clonderlaw, Moyarta, and Ibricken, in the west of the county of Clare.
(35) Barony of Corcomroe county of Clare.
(36) Co-extensive with the present diocese of Ross, in the south-west of the county Cork.
(37) Barony of Owney, county of Tipperary.
(38) i.e., Muscraidhe Breoghain, part of the barony of Clanwilliam, county Tipperary.
(39) A territory in Ui Chonaill, see note 28.
(40) That part of the territory of ancient Corcomroe, extending westward from Corra an

Ruaid, now Coranroe, to Ath an lioide, now Roadford ; it also included the mountain of
Eibhline, and perhaps that part of Tuaheran, or Tuatha Ranna, called Mohar Ui
Ruaidhin, i.e., Fer Ruidi in the barony of Corcomroe, county of Clare.



(41) The district of the present barony of Galmoy, county of Kilkenny.
(42) Tuatha Fer Ninais, probably the Eoganaclit Indassa, or of the Islands of Aran in the bay

of Galway, which included some of the sea-board land of that county, and also of the
north-west coast of Clare. It appears to have extended as far as Leim in Eich castle, or
Horse Leap castle, the well known residence of the kings of Thomond, in the barony of
Corcomroe. O’Donovan marks it as a place unknown. See O’Dugan’s Topogr., p. 220,
n.n. 690, 691. But seeWanderings of Maiolduin’s Boat, Leabhar na h-Uldhre, p. 22.

(43) A district on both sides of the river Suck, barony of Clonmacnowen, county of Galway.
(44) A district between Lough Ree and the river Suck, in the county of Roscommon, and on

the borders of Sligo and Mayo
(45) Barony of Clare, county of Galway.
(46) Lough Hackett, barony of Clare.
(47) I have not identified this place ; it must be, however, in the same district as the two pre-

ceding places.
(48) Baronies of Kilmaine, county of Mayo, and Dunmore, county of Galway.
(49) Baronies of Murresk and Burrishoole, in the west of Mayo.
(50) Barony of Carra, county of Mayo.
(51) Tirawley in the county Mayo.
(52) A territory embracing part or the whole of the baronies of Carra, Eirris, and Tirawley, in

Mayo, and Tirerragh, and that part of Carbury south of Drumcliff in Sligo.
(53) Now the Robe, whence the town name Ballinrobe, county Mayo.
(54) A small stream which flows into the sea at Druincliff, county of Sligo.
(55) Barony of Carbury, north of county of Sligo.
(56) Drumcliff, county of Sligo.
(57) A plain in Roscommou extending from near the town of that name to the barony of

Boyle, and from the Shannon to Castlereagh.
(58) The present barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon.
(59) Briole in the barony of Athlone, county of Roscommon.
(60) A territory represented by the diocese of Achonry, and the name of which is preserved in

that of the barony of Lagney, in the county of Mayo.
(61) Lough Gara, county of Sligo.
(62) Barony of Corann, county of Sligo
(63) Barony of Tirerrill, county of Sligo.
(64) i.e.,Magh Turedh na bh-Fomorach, a townland in the parish of Kilmactranny, barony

of Tirerrill, and county of Sligo.
(65) Rossgull. a piomontory in the barony of Kilmacrennan, county of Donegal.
(66) The plain of Moy, between the rivers Erne and Drowes, county of Donegal.
(67) The falls of the Erne at Ballyshannon.
(68) Tyrone.
(69) Probably Carnteel or Carn tsiadhail, the carn of Siadhail, barony of Dunganon, county

of Tyrone.
(70) Gap of Barnismore, county of Donegal.
(71) Counties of Down and Antrim, east of the Bann and Lough Neagh.
(72) Baronies of Upper and Lower Iveagh, county of Down.
(73) Eastern coast of Down and Antrim, as far north as Slemmish.
(74) Oriel, consisting of parts of the counties of Louth, Monaghan, Armagh, and Fermanagh.
(75) The vale of Newry.
(76) The barony of Mor-Gallion in Meath, and part of Clanlsea in Cavan.
(77) Teathbha, or Taffla North, consisted of the greater part of the county of Longford.

Teathbha, or Taffia South, of the western half of Westmeath, the boundary line being the
river Inny

(78) The barony of Kilkenny West, county of Westmeath.
(79) A district around Ballymagauran, county of Cavan.



(80) The counties of Leitrim and Cavan, the Ui Bruin being in the latter,
(81) Cairpre Gabhra, barony of Granard, in the north of the county of Longford.
(82) Loch Sailen—Lough Shealin, on the borders of Cavan, Longford, and Westmeath.
(83) Slieve Breagh, county of Louth.
(84) Barony of Cremorne, county of Monaghan.
(85) A territory to the north of Ard-braccan, county of Meath.
(86) Part of the barony of Farney, in Monaghan, and the adjoining district in the counties of

Louth and Meath.
(87) Barony of Ferraid, county of Louth.
(88) Barony of Lurg, county of Monaghan.
(89) Barony of Slane, county of Meath.
(90) The plain along the sea coast in East Meath and Louth, to the river Annagais, near

Dundalk.
(91) The district about Trim, corresponding to the greater part of the baronies of Upper and

Lower Navan, in the county of Meath. Trim is described in the Book of Armagh, f 16 b.
b. as “ infinibus Loiguiri Breg”.

(92) In East Meath, but position not determined.
(93) Dealbhna Beg, the Barony of Demi Fore in East Meath. Dealbhna Mor, the barony of

Delvin in the eastern part of Westmeath.
(94) Barony of Moyfenrath, East Meath.
(95) Tara, county of Meath.
(96) The estuary of the Boyne.

[6] See A. Four M., note 7, vol. i. p. 98.
[7] xxvi. 4 ; xxvii. 8.
[8] Scotorum natio uxores proprias non habet, et quasi Platonis politiam legerit et Catonis
sectetur exemplum, nulla apud eos conjux proprià est sed utquique libitum fuerit,
pecudum more lasciviunt.—Advers. Jovinian. Scotorum et Atticotorum ritu ac de
Republica Platonis promiscuas uxores communes liberos habeant. Epist. ad Ocean. Ipse
adolescentulus in Gallia vidi Atticotos (al.Atticottos), gentem Britanuicam, humanis vesci
carnibus. Advers, Jovinian.

[9] See Fight of Ferdiad, Appendix, vol ii. p. 419.
[10] Ferdiad is usually calledMac Maein. See Cormac’s Gloss v. Morann.
[11] See Fight of FerdiadAppendix, vol ii, p. 455. A Tuatha Dé Danand chief named Samer,
had a daughter also name Buan. She gave judgment between the Ultonians as to who was
most worthy of the champion’s bit at a feast, and is said to have fallen in love with
Cuchulaind. She too appears to have been a goddess, as she is said to have ruled the
spirits of the glens, the Geiniti Glindi. QueenMebh herself appears to have exercised
supreme authority over those spirits. See Leab. na h-Uidhri, p 109, col. 1.
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