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“BLESSED UNREST is exciting, compelling and very important. . . It will inspire and encourage
millions more to take action.”

—Jane Goodall

“Paul Hawken has created a wondrous experience—a book that magically weaves together
the world across time and place…and tells the dramatic story of people rising to resist.”

—William Greider, author of The Soul of Capitalism

“If you have lost a sense of direction in your life, if despair dogs your every step, pick up
a pencil and pick up this book. Paul Hawken, without a trace of self-importance,
impales a very dark room on the beam of a very bright light here.”

—Barry Lopez, author of Resistance and Arctic Dreams

"This is first full account of the real news of our time…Nothing you read for years to
come will fill you with more hope and more determination.”

- Bill McKibben, author of Deep Economy and The End of Nature

In BLESSED UNREST: How the Largest Movement in the World Came into Being and
Why No One Saw It Coming, Paul Hawken—bestselling author and one of the world’s leading
activists—tells the remarkable history of a global environmental and social justice movement
comprised of over 1,000,000 organizations.

The dawn of the twenty-first century has witnessed two remarkable developments: the appearance of systemic
problems that are genuinely global in scope, and the growth of a worldwide movement that is determined to heal the
wounds of the earth with passion, dedication, and collective wisdom. Across the planet, groups ranging from ad hoc
neighborhood associations to well-funded international organizations are confronting issues like the destruction of
the environment, the abuses of free-market fundamentalism, social injustice, and the loss of indigenous cultures.
They share no orthodoxy and follow no single charismatic leader, yet they are organizing from the bottom up and
coalescing into larger networks to achieve their goals—most urgently, ecological sustainability. While greatly
unrecognized by politicians and the media, these groups are raising awareness in a grassroots way and creating a
profound transformation of human society.

BLESSED UNREST is the story of what is going right in this world. Paul Hawken, author of the classic The

Ecology of Commerce, draws upon his years of leadership in this movement of movements to chart and

illuminate its intellectual origins, diversity, goals, and extraordinary vitality. From students in Australia to farmers in

France, from shoemakers to zoologists to poets, the participants in this great enterprise are united by a conviction

that the world must be reconstituted to ensure its—and our own—survival. BLESSED UNREST also features a

taxonomic guide to the full breadth of project areas that are being pursued by the environmental and social justice

movements—an invaluable resource and inspiration.

BLESSED UNREST is accompanied by one of the larger websites in the world, WiserEarth.org which is the
largest international directory of environmental and social justice organizations. WISER stands for World Index of

Social and Environmental Responsibility, and serves those people who are transforming the world. It is a

collaboratively written, free content, open source networking platform that links NGOs, funders,

business, government, social entrepreneurs, students, organizers, academics, activists, scientists,

and citizens. WISER creates the space for civil society, the private sector, and government to

collaboratively define, address, and solve social and environmental problems. Here you can see what
Paul Hawken describes in his book in its scope, detail, and diversity.



Ten Questions:

1. What is the largest movement in the world?
2. How is it different than previous social movements?
3. How could something be so large and not known or extensively written about?
And how could it be powerful if it doesn’t have a name, leader, or center?

4. Can you describe how big it is? How many people and organizations are
involved?

5. Can you give an example of types or specific organizations that people have
not heard of?

6. Who are the leaders? Do we know who they are?
7. What lead you to investigate and research this phenomenon?
8. Many people refer to the environmental and social justice movement, but you
are saying they are becoming one movement. Is this true? Is this organized?

9. What effects is it having on the world? On politics, business, government?
10. Is this movement a post WWII phenomenon, or does it have a longer, deeper

history?

The Natural Capital Institute serves the people who are transforming the world. We are a team of
researchers, teachers, students, activists, scholars, writers, social entrepreneurs, artists, and
volunteers committed to the restoration of the earth and the healing of human culture. We do two
things: we describe pathways of change in books and research reports, and we create tools for
connecting the individuals, information, and organizations that create change.

To that end, NCI is creating WISER: the World Index for Social and Environmental
Responsibility. It is a commercial-free, community-editable series of platforms where people,
civil society, the private sector, and government can collaboratively define, address, and solve
social and environmental problems. The millions of organizations and individuals who actively
work towards ecological sustainability, economic justice, human rights, and political
accountability address issues that are systemically interconnected and intertwined. Their
effectiveness to prevent harm and institute positive change is undermined by the lack of a
collective awareness, duplicative efforts, and incomplete connectivity.

We believe that we are moving from a world that is created by the privileged, to a world created
by community. This change in the loci of power calls for a new system of awareness, support,
communication, and collaboration. That is WISER’s purpose.

WISER's guidelines:
Community
WISER is owned and operated by its community.
Content is free of copyright;
all software is open source;
all information can be repurposed and used by others.

Collaboration
WISER shares information across geography, culture, and language.

http://www.naturalcapital.org/

By working together, we become more intelligent and humane in our practices and more
effective in our use of resources.

Diversity
WISER is based on respect for the uniqueness of human life and embraces all dimensions of
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, age, physical abilities, and
religion.
The earth and the lives of our children will not be saved in a divided house.

Transparency
WISER is open and subject to full public scrutiny at all times.



Networking
WISER promotes and provides better connectivity between individuals, organizations,
businesses, and governments.
It will operate on all bandwidths and in most languages.

Visibility
WISER allows the invisible to become known, the small to become seen, and the network to be
mapped.

WiserCommons began in 2005 when WISER and the Interra Project began exploring ways to
share both information and relationships between their organizations. It has since become a
community driven effort to create a means for all organizations within the movement to share
information that will benefit the community.

Organizations already post information, resources, and calendars to their individual websites, but
it often remains in silos, unable to be freely and easily exchanged. WiserCommons was created
in response: it will be a member-centric zone of activity within which members agree to create
public goods to be freely used by all. It will establish cooperation agreements and protocols so
that the work done by one organization/website can be easily and in some cases automatically
repurposed by another. This represents a pooling of resources, precisely the activity WISER
hopes to foment.

Meetings with dozens of individuals and organizations have occurred over the last two years to
help define and refine WiserCommons’ goals. In the meantime, WiserEarth was launched, and
several NGOs that have embraced the tool have found they have additional needs for information
exchange services that are beyond WiserEarth’s current set of capabilities — needs, that when
filled, will benefit the whole of the WiserEarth community. Thus, “WiserEarth Partners” is NCI’s
term to describe the first applied efforts to create and make available public goods and
information exchange services as envisioned under the WiserCommons.

WiserEarth . . .

http://www.wiserearth.org/

serves the people who are transforming the world.

It is a community directory and networking forum that maps and

connects non-governmental organizations and individuals addressing

the central issues of our day: climate change, poverty, the

environment, peace, water, hunger, social justice, conservation,

human rights and more.

Content is created and edited by people like you.


