
Biodiversity Family Day at Coole Park
An afternoon of nature activities for young people!

As part of Galway's Heritage Week programme, the People and Nature Project have 
organised an afternoon of nature-themed activities designed especially for our younger 
citizens!

There will be a range of nature walks and activities between 1pm and 6pm, and Dolores 
Keegan will be around to demonstrate how you can make some simple bird and bat boxes for 
your garden. At about 3pm there will be the 'Biodiversity Puppet Show' presented by 'Your 
Mans Puppets', which has been touring the schools of Galway over the last year. The show 
tells the tale of two migratory ducks who fly into Ireland every summer, and about the 
adventures that they have in our changing countryside!

The afternoon event will run from 1pm to 6pm on Sunday 24th August 2008. Entry is free of 
charge and all are welcome. So please come along, bring a picnic, and enjoy Coole Park!

Coole Park lies just to the north of Gort, and there is plenty of parking on site. For more 
information on the event please contact the 
Coole Park Visitor Centre at 091-631804, www.coolepark.ie or 
Nick Marchant at 091-493863, elaine.oriordan@nuigalway.ie

The event has been organised jointly by the People and Nature Project of Galway County 
and the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Dawn swarm for European Bat night!

Sunday 31 August is ‘European Bat Night’, and in recognition of the event the Galway Bat 
Group have organised a free, public ‘Dawn Swarm’ at Aughnanure Castle.

You may have heard (or heard of!) a dawn chorus for birds.  Well, bats do it slightly 
differently - they swarm! It is a truly spectacular event, with a range of amazing aerial 
displays!

The castle near Oughterard, run by the OPW, is home to at least three species of bats. Most 
are ‘Daubentons’ bats but a few ‘Long-Eared’ and ‘Pipistrelles’ are also present.  Just before 
dawn, hundreds of bats swarm in the air before entering the castle for their days rest.

The Galway Bat Group in co-operation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service is 
inviting members of the public to come along to the castle at 5.00 a.m. (yes - it’s early!) to 
witness the swarming. The event will be completely free of charge. Please meet at 
Aughnanure Castle car park at 05.00 a.m. and bring a small torch if possible. No previous 
experience is needed.  Booking is not required and the event is suitable for all ages.

For more information, please contact: Raymond Stephens at 0863019479 or 
Raymond_stephens@yahoo.com


