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Minister Gormley launches limestone pavement exhibition
A�new exhibition entitled “Our Limestone Landscapes”�was launched by Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government John Gormley on Nov. 15th last at ENFO offices (www.enfo.ie) in Pearse
Street, central Dublin. Speaking at the launch, the Minister made special mention of the Burren, noting
that it was of one of Ireland’s foremost heritage landscapes, one that deserves our highest levels of
respect and protection.
Ireland holds the most significant proportion of limestone pavement within the European Union.� The
total area of limestone pavement in Ireland is 36,300 hectares (with the UK having around 3,000 ha),
31,822 ha of which are within Special Areas of Conservation�and Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs),
c.30,000 in the Burren alone.� 4,478 hectares falls outside designated sites and are vulnerable to
destruction and removal. Minister Gormley stated that he would consider designating these areas as
NHAs in order to protect them from damage.
The exhibition, which runs to December 14th, illustrates the wonderful geological features of
limestone landscapes and how�they were formed.�The purpose of the exhibition is to display our
Limestone Landscapes as a positive and necessary resource, to illustrate the increasing pressures
on Limestone Pavement, identify where further protection is required and create awareness
amongst the public�as to how they can play their part in conserving this landscape and continue to
enjoy visiting ‘Our Limestone Landscapes’ in the future.�

Coach Operators Dispute at Cliffs of Moher Resolved
A long running dispute between coach operators and Clare County Council over parking and admittance
charges at the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience has ended in agreement. A resolution was reached
after both parties agreed to a set of proposals including the option for coach operators of choosing
their preferred level of service. “The existing premium level of service is now supplemented by an
alternative level of service, which comes at a reduced charge”, explained Katherine Webster, Director,
Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience. The charge for a ‘no frills’ service for a large coach is now 20 euro,
while a premium service remains at 60 euro. The 2008 rate for a car remains at 8 euro, while entrance
to the new Atlantic Edge Exhibition is 4 euro. The site hosts an estimated one million visitors annually
and is one of Ireland’s main visitor attractions.

Burren Connect Project introduces New Digital Info points for the Burren
Burren information hubs have recently been installed in eight locations in the
Burren as part of a new tourism and environment initiative. These innovative
information hubs contain a range of media including PC access to
www.burrenbeo.com and other Burren-related websites, books, maps, CD’s as well
as free Burrenbeo factsheets and free leaflets. The Burren Connect Project and

Burrenbeo will provide regular website updates on local News and Events to the hubs. The Burren
Connect Project will also be tracking website hits at each location, holding information sessions with
staff at each location, following up on stocks and carrying out random monitoring to ensure standards
are met, new staff are trained and feedback is collated.  A set of criteria was used to choose these



locations including broadband, access, facilities and staff. Current info hub locations include: Kilfenora
(Burren Centre), Ballyvaughan (Information Centre), Carron (Burren Perfumery and Michael Cusack
Centre), Corrofin (Clare Heritage Centre), Kinvara (Burrenbeo Centre), Lisdoonvarna (Burren
Smokehouse) and Doolin (Doolin Cave Centre). For more information, please visit www.burrenbeo.com

Upcoming Events:

Ennistymon Monday Nov. 26th Falls Hotel Ennistymon. North Clare Historical Society Lecture by Dr.
Brendan Dunford. Title: Symphonies in Stone – Our Burren Heritage. Tel. 065-7071051 for more
information.

Gort: Coole Park Mon 26th November, 8-9 pm. 'Hurley Making' - a talk by John Torpey, Sixmilebridge.
Moher: Thursday 28th November. Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience Local Open Afternoon. Visit the
Cliffs of Moher between 1pm and 5pm. Last entry to Atlantic Exhibition is at 4.30pm. Further open
days will take place in January and February. For more info call 065 7086141 or visit
www.cliffsofmoher.ie All locals welcome.

Fanore: Sunday January 6th 2008: Burren Sponsored Walk in aid of Alzheimer’s Society. Tel 065-
6868621

Local shopping options for a happy, stress-free Burren Christmas 2007

Ballyvaughan Christmas Market
At St. John's Hall, Ballyvaughan from 11am to 6pm every weekend in December: 1st-2nd, 8-9th,
15th- 16th and 22nd - 23rd  December. Children’s workshops on Saturdays at 11am, as well as
classes on Christmas cooking and flower arranging. Approx. 40 stalls to choose from– Fine Foods &
Hampers, Home baking, Truffles, Christmas Decorations, Hand crafted Soaps & Candles, Pottery,
Prints, Textiles, Aromatherapy and Seaweed products, & more. For more info please visit
www.ballyvaughanireland.com/christmas-markets-2007-page.html

Burren Beef & Lamb Producers Group
Shop local, source a unique quality indigenous product, get a great deal and
contribute to the sustainable management of the Burren? How? By ordering some
beef or lamb reared in the Burren on some of Europe’s most biodiverse farmland.
Ireland’s first ever ‘conservation grade’ beef and lamb, reared on a diet of Burren
grass and herbs by enthusiastic local farmers. E-mail burrenproducers@eircom.net

or call 065-7089000 to find out more.  A unique Christmas gift.

Kinvara Christmas Market
Sat-Sun December 1st and 2nd, 12-6pm, at Johnston's Hall. Great fun for all the family. Have a
stress-free start to the Christmas season. Christmas fundraising concert at Community Centre,
Saturday Dec 1st.



Burren Gifts from Burrenbeo?
Burrenbeo has a range of cards, CD ROMs, Unique Burren Images, T-shirts and Burren books
available for sale this Christmas. Drop into the Burrenbeo Resource Centre in Kinvara or e-mail us
on info@burrenbeo.com

Some flowers still in bloom in the Burren this Autumn:
Only a few bedraggled specimens of the Burren’s rich summer flora are to be seen in the Burren at
this point. Most prominent of these would be Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), Ox-eye daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare), Common knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Cat’s ear (Hypochaeris radicata),
Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), Bell Heather (Erica cinerea), Devil’s but scabious (Succisa pratensis),
Gorse (Ulex europaeus), Herb Robert (Geranium robertarium) and Wall lettuce (Mycelis muralis).
Some seasonal berries out now include (l-r): Spindle (Euonymus europaeus), Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), Holly (Ilex aquifolium)

      

Know your flora: five handy colour flora checksheets available now to download from
www.burrenbeo.com

Support Burrenbeo
You can support the work of Burrenbeo by promoting the Burrenbeo website www.burrenbeo.com
and referring people to the range of quality accommodation and service providers listed on the
site – businesses which support the non-profit work of Burrenbeo. We would also welcome any
Burren news, info, articles etc to post on the website and are happy to promote free local and
community events.  Also, please visit us at Café Beo in Kinvara. Winter Opening: Wed – Sat,
10am – 5pm, Sunday 12 – 5pm.


