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For some years after the inauguration of Felim, little is recorded of historical interest Rory,
the brother of Hugh Breifneach, made some attempts to dispossess him ; but these attempts
were unsuccessful, and no further opposition to his succession seemed likely to arise. Other
actors, however, soon appeared upon the stage, and events occurred which very nearly
changed the whole destiny and fortune of the Irish nation.

A few years before the period at which we have now arrived, negotiations had taken place
between King Edward II. and the King of Scotland, in which Richard de Burgh, Earl of
Ulster, was one of the negotiators on the part of England. A war had previously raged between
the two countries, but a truce was made for the purpose of the negotiations.

This truce being violated, a renewed war was the result, in which the Scottish king, Robert
Bruce, was victorious. The English monarch, stung by this defeat, collected his forces from
all quarters, ordered levies of infantry to be made in Wales and in the northern counties of
England, and issued a proclamation to his own vassals and the native Irish chieftains, calling
upon them to aid him. To this call no voice of loyal obedience responded from the heirs of the
ancient Irish kings. The noble stand made by the Scots for their independence had a magical
effect on the Irish. Bruce was no stranger to them. In the very earliest part of his career, im-
mediately after his coronation, he had been obliged to fly to Ireland for protection, and re-
mained concealed for some months in a small island off the north coast. Having received aid
from sympathizing friends in Ulster, with a fleet of thirty-three galleys and about 300 men, he
initiated that career of victory which ended in his country’s independence.

When success crowned his efforts in the victory of Bannockburn, the Irish felt that he might
be made the instrument of their deliverance ; and instead of being tempted to assist the
English to subdue him, they sent deputies to Bruce, and having placed themselves and all that
belonged to them under his protection, they prayed that if he himself could not be spared
from his royal duties, he would send his brother Edward to be their king.

To Bruce this offer was in many ways acceptable. It opened out a new point from which the
power of England might be attacked, and it tended to remove a difficulty from which he was
already suffering. His brother Edward was a proud, imperious man, ambitious in the extreme,
impatient of inferiority to his elder brother, and had already made a claim to a share in the
sovereignty of Scotland. The offer of the Irish envoys afforded him an opportunity for
gratifying his ambition, and at the same time inflicting a further wound on his deadly enemies
the English. Nevertheless Bruce hesitated. He saw clearly the dangers connected with the



proposal, and the magnitude of the enterprise involved in it. The conquest of Ireland was no
light undertaking, and a considerable time elapsed before he took any serious steps towards
the accomplishment of the design.

At length, in the spring of the year 1315, Edward Bruce, with a fleet of 300 sail, appeared
off the coast of Antrim, and landed at Larne with an army of 6,000 men. He was immediately
joined by O’Neill, and an immense number of the Irish of Ulster, and overran the whole earl-
dom without meeting with much resistance.

The English lords, deserted by their Irish followers, were unable to make any adequate ef-
forts of defence ; and the Earl of Ulster alone appeared ready to face the danger which threat-
ened them. The towns of Dundalk and Louth successively yielded to the invaders, and were
burned ; and the church of the Carmelite Friars at Ardee, filled with men, women, and child-
ren, was also committed to the flames.

Strange to say, little is recorded in the Annals of the Four Masters of the proceedings of
Bruce, or of the war which his invasion of Ireland originated ; but the Annals of Connaught
and of Innisfallen give some details of the part taken by the O’Conors in the struggle which
raged in Ireland at this period.

The following account is taken mainly from these sources : —

“ A.D. 1315. Edward, [1] son of Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, and brother of Robert
Bruce, King of Scotland, landed with a fleet of 300 vessels in the north-east of Ulster, at
whose coming all the inhabitants of the kingdom, both English and Irish, were stricken with
such great terror that it made the lands and inhabitants of Ireland to shake with fear. Immed-
iately after his arrival he burned the towns of Dundalk, Ardee, and Rathmore of Moylinny,
and having devastated Ulster, taken the hostages, and collected the revenues of the province
for his own use, he compelled the Ulstermen to acknowledge him as their sovereign, and as-
sumed the title of the King of Ireland. [2]When the Red Earl heard that Bruce had thus in-
vaded Ireland, and had usurped the name of King of Ireland, he summoned his vassals to at-
tend him, and marched to Athlone, where he was met by Felim O’Conor, King of the Irish
of Connaught, with his provincial troops. The English army spared neither spiritual nor
temporal land as they marched along from the river Shannon to Coleraine and Inishowen.
They plundered all without respect to patron saint, or shrine, or sacred place. Whilst they
were thus marching on, spoiling and destroying all places, they met Edward Butler, then
Lord Deputy of Ireland, also marching on to meet the Scots, with thirty cohorts of well-
appointed soldiers, armed at all points, at the sight of whom the Red Earl was somewhat
angry, alleging that he himself had sufficient force to expel Bruce and his Scots out of the
kingdom, and desired the deputy not to join him, as he needed not his assistance.” [3]

“ The earl encamped that night at Ardee, near Sleivebrey, and Bruce with his Soots and
Ulstermen encamped at Innishkeen. The next day the earl followed him, and encamped at
Louth, where William Burke, the earl's relative, skirmished with him without gaining any
advantage. By the advice of O'Neill, Bruce marched to Coleraine to delay the earl’s passage
across the Bann. The earl followed him, and arrived at the same river. Both armies here
moved face to face on each side of the river Bann without being able to come in contact, or
march upon each other, for they were separated by that deep, broad, smooth-running river.
However, they discharged arrows at each other across the stream.

“ Edward Bruce, hearing of the great fame of Felim O’Conor, who was then in the army
of the Red Earl, sent him a secret message promising that he would secure him in the king-



dom of Connaught if he would adhere to him ; and he advised him to return home, and de-
fend his kingdom of Connaught against the rivals of his own family.” [4]

This advice of Bruce’s was given not without reason. The part taken by Felim in lending his
aid to the Red Earl drew down on him the odium of the other septs of the O’Conors, and of
his fellow-countrymen in general ; and the favourable opening afforded by this feeling for an
attempt to supplant him in the sovereignty of Connaught was quickly perceived, and as
quickly taken advantage of by Rory, son of Cathal Roe, the chief of the restless and warlike
sept of the Clann Murtough, who also opened secret communications with Bruce, and prom-
ised that he would banish all Englishmen out of Connaught if Bruce would accept his
services. Bruce replied by authorizing him to make war upon the English, but directed him
not to interfere with Felim’s territory.

To make war on the English was not, however, Rory’s chief design. His real object was to
supplant Felim. To accomplish this, he assembled the men of Breifny and Connaught, and
hired great companies of gallowglasses, and entering the territory of Sil Murray, burned the
towns of Sligo, Ballymote, Kilcolman, Ballintober-Bride, Dunamon, and the castles of Ros-
common, Rinnduin at St John’s, and Athlone, together with all the houses that lay in his way
between these places.

Having achieved these exploits, he desired M‘Dermot to inaugurate him, and to yield him
obedience and hostages ; but this M‘Dermot absolutely refused. Rory then received hostages
and pledges from all the other chiefs of the province, and repaired to Carnfree, where he was
invested King of Connaught by the twelve chiefs and twelve coarbs of Sil Murray, and the
other spiritual men who were accustomed to perform the ceremonies usual on such occasions;
but, add the annalists, “ M‘Dermot refused to attend, or to put on the royal slipper, which was
his proper office.”

After his inauguration Rory avenged himself on those who refused to acknowledge him as
king, and in every way exercised sovereign power in the country. Meanwhile Felim, acting on
the hint which he had received from Bruce, represented to the Red Earl that it was absolut-ely
essential for him to return to Connaught, as his absence had been taken advantage of by his
rival Rory ; and accordingly, shortly after, he took his departure from the north, and re-turned
homewards.

On his march through Ulster and Oriel he had not one day of rest, being continually as-
saulted by the natives, until he reached Granard, the territory of his maternal uncle, Shane
O’Ferrall. Thence he proceeded to Connaught, and on his arrival there, finding that Rory had
such a firm hold over the kingdom that it was not safe to oppose him immediately, he advised
some of the chieftains who were favourably disposed towards himself to render ostensible
and temporary submission to his rival, and to wait for a more favourable opportunity for dis-
puting his right to exact such.

Meanwhile the Red Earl and his companions, deprived of Felim’s assistance, determined to
retreat, and retired to Coleraine, and to the castle of Connor. Thither the Scots and the Ulster-
men followed them. Some skirmishing then ensued, in which William Burke and some of his
knights were taken prisoners, and the Red Earl was put to flight, and pursued by the enemy
all the way to Connaught. On his arrival there, all those who had been suffering from the op-
pression of Rory O’Conor, both Irish and English, flocked to his standard. In the Annals of
Connaught and of Cloonmacnoise we find the names of some of the principal chieftains who
attended : —



“ The following were the chief men who waited on the Red Earl, and who had been
banished from their lands by Rory O’Conor : Felim O’Conor, King of Connaught ; Murtough
O’Brien, King of Thomond ; Mulroony M‘Dermot, Chief of Moylurg ; and Gilbert O’Kelly,
Chief of Hy-Many.”

M‘Dermot, seeing so many deposed chieftains waiting upon the Red Earl, resolved to
abandon his foster-son Felim for the present, and to submit to Rory. Accordingly he repaired
to Teige O’Kelly, a rival chief of Hy-Many, who was Rory’s greatest friend, and received
from him a promise that he would be restored to the chieftainship of Moylurg. The promise,
however, was easier than the performance ; as another M‘Dermot, named Dermot Gall, had
been installed in his place, and naturally refused to give way. A desultory conflict ensued ; the
territory of Moylurg was devastated ; Dermot Gall was driven out ; and disease and famine
followed, until the unfortunate inhabitants of Moylurg were reduced to the lowest state of
misery.

Meanwhile the national feuds continued in the other portions of Connaught. Felim O’Conor
now made a determined effort, with the assistance of Burke, to drive out his rival Rory ; and a
battle was fought near Ballymoe, in Moin Conway, in which Rory was defeated and slain,
together with many of the most distinguished men of Connaught, who had supported him. [5]

The defeat and death of Rory restored the sovereignty to Felim, who immediately re-
assumed control over the kingdom, and received the hostages of the principal chieftains.
Felim, when once established, without a rival of his own name, soon turned his attention to
getting rid of the English, who had previously been his allies.

This fickleness and apparent treachery on the part of the Irish kings and chieftains of those
days at first sight appears inexcusable; but a little consideration of the actual position in
which they were placed, and the treatment which they received, may lead us to alter this
opinion.

The English settlers were ever ready to use the Irish leaders as tools and instruments for
destroying each other ; and probably, though quite ready to assist Felim to subdue his rival,
they were little inclined to support him when that object was attained. A remonstrance pub-
lished about this time, and which was addressed to Pope John XXII., very vividly portrays the
position in which the Irish chieftains? found themselves, and furnishes sufficient ex-planation
why they should have sought the intervention of Bruce, and why Felim O’Conor, although
assisted by the English at one time, should have turned against them and endeav-oured to
assert his independence and that of his countrymen, as soon as the opportunity was afforded
to him.

Whatever may have been the cause of this change of tactics, Felim and the English soon
found themselves on different sides ; and to drive the De Burghs or Burkes and all the
English settlers out of Connaught, whilst Bruce continued to attack them in the north, became
the object of the King of Connaught For this purpose he assembled all the Irish chiefs of
Connaught, and many out of Meath, Leinster, and Thomond. At this juncture, the Earl of
Ulster was absent ; he had probably returned to the north to defend his territory there against
Bruce ; but William de Burgh, the head of the family in Connaught, and Richard Berming-
ham, mustered all the English forces they could command, and prepared to meet Felim.

The two armies met near Athenry, in the county of Galway. A great battle ensued, which re-
sulted in the total defeat of the Irish, of whom not less than 12,000 fell in the field ; amongst
them their leader, the gallant young king, Felim O’Conor. This battle of Athenry was one of



the most decisive events which had occurred since the defeat of Roderic O’Conor’s army
before Dublin, and it settled for ever the predominance of the English, not only in Connaught,
but over all Ireland. It was also the first great blow given to Bruce’s adherents. Had the Irish
been successful in Athenry, it can scarcely be doubted that Felim would have joined his forces
with O’Neill and Bruce, and that a general attempt would have been made all over Ireland to
drive out the English. The Connaught Irish were not only defeated at Athenry, but their forces
were almost annihilated. The number of chieftains who were killed in this battle, as recorded
in the Annals of Cloonmacnoise, prove that it was the most sanguinary encounter since the
first invasion of the English, and that the whole strength of both parties was put forward on
this occasion. [6]

The success of the English was mainly attributable to the superiority of their arms, which in
every way excelled those of the Irish. The English archers swept everything before them ; and
the enormous number of the slain bore testimony to the valour and determination with which
the Irish fought.

After the battle the Berminghams ravaged the whole territory of the O’Conors ; and the
King of England, on hearing of the victory, bestowed the title of Baron of Athenry on
Bermingham and his descendants. [7]

Thus ended the enterprising and daring career of one of the youngest and most promising
chieftains who had ruled over Connaught since the English invasion.

About this time the territory formerly under the rule of the Kings of Connaught was by
fiction of English law, divided into two counties, namely, Connaught and Roscommon ; or
rather, it was for legal purposes supposed to be so divided, and even nominal sheriffs were
appointed. These counties were distinguished by an imaginary line running westwards from
the Shannon to the sea ; northwards lay the county of Roscommon, [8] and southwards lay the
county of Connaught. [9]

The limits of these counties were undefined, [10] and so they remained till the sixteenth
century, when the whole province was divided into the existing shires.

After the fall of Felim and the disastrous defeat of the Irish at Athenry, his first cousin,
Rory, son of Donough, son of Owen, was inaugurated king ; but he retained power only for a
few months. Immediately after his accession, William Burke marched a large army into Ros-
common, and Rory, finding resistance useless, submitted to him ; but M‘Dermot of Moylurg
refused to join in this submission ; and having baffled William Burke, he deposed Rory, and
set up in his place Turlough, the brother of Felim, who was regularly installed as King in
1317.

Turlough’s first tenure of the sovereignty which thus began was, however, of short duration.
The year after he became king, he was defeated and deposed by the representative of another
branch of the O’Conor family, and had to give place to Cathal, son of Donnell O’Conor.

Cathal, Son Of Donnell O’Conor, 1318-1325.

Cathal O’Conor, who had successfully warred against and deposed Turlough, was the son of
Donnell, the descendant of Andreas, son of Brian Luignach, who was son of Turlough Mor,
and brother of Roderic O’Conor and Cathal Crovedearg, and was ancestor of the sept after-
wards known as O’Conor Sligo. Cathal was the first and the last of this branch of the
O’Conors, who attained the sovereignty, and he obtained it at this particular moment, prob-



ably in consequence of the destruction at Athenry of nearly all the adult males of the other
branches of the family. According to Dr. O’Conor, the race of Cathal Crovedearg was nearly
extinguished at that battle ; and Turlough, the brother of Felim, being subdued, Cathal had
few to contend against

In the year in which he came to the throne, a most remarkable remonstrance, [11] already
alluded to, was sent on behalf of the Irish to the then pope, John XXII. This remonstrance was
sent to the pope by O’Neill, King of Ulster, on behalf of and as representative of the other
chieftains of Ireland. It sets forth the calumnies uttered against the Irish nation, and the
grievances they have long suffered at the hands of the English. How the latter have robbed
them of everything they possessed, and treated them more cruelly than if they were wild
beasts. That they have been reduced to the deepest abyss of miserable bondage ; deprived of
their inheritance, and driven from their spacious habitations and fertile plains to mountainous,
woody, and swampy spots, and then treated as rebels and traitors for resisting this ; that even
all the power of the Church has been used against them, and in favour of men who never re-
spected the rights of the Church or the dues of St. Peter; that the ecclesiastics of England have
preached the doctrine publicly that it was no sin to kill an Irishman; and that treachery of the
deepest dye has been inculcated and practised as a noble art. They set forth numberless
instances of this treachery, in which Irish kings and princes lost their lives. They therefore de-
clare their intention of supporting Edward Bruce, whom they have recognised as a deliverer,
and as their king ; and they pray the pope, “ out of a regard for justice and the public peace,
mercifully to sanction our proceedings relative to our said lord king, prohibiting the King of
England and our adversaries from further molestation of us, or at least be pleased graciously
to enforce from them due requirements of justice.”

To this remonstrance Pope John sent in the same year a reply to Edward II., in which he
counsels moderation, and expresses his pain at the sad and truthful story told him by the Irish,
and exhorts the king to remove all just ground of complaint; but at the same time he confirms
to the King of England all rights over the country.

Neither the remonstrance nor the reply of the pope had the slightest effect on the fortunes or
the treatment of the Irish. The latter, notwithstanding the defeat of their partisans in Conn-
aught, were determined to uphold Bruce as far as lay in their power, looking to the expulsion
of the English, and the establishment of any other rule, as the only practicable relief from
their sufferings. Meanwhile the war carried on by Bruce against the English settlers in the
north of Ireland continued to rage with undiminished fury. A general famine now set in,
which reduced the wretched people to such extremity, that chroniclers of the time represent
them as eating each other. Still this did not stop the conflicts ; and in 1318 Bruce marched
with about 3,000 men to attack the English near Dundalk. The hostile forces which had been
marched from Dublin to encounter him were commanded by Lord John Bermingham, and
they were accompanied by the Primate of Armagh, to encourage them, by his presence, to
deeds of valour, and to perform the last offices for the dying. The conflict was short ; victory
declared for the English, and Bruce himself was slain. It is stated that it was to the desperate
valour of one English knight, John Maupas, that the victory was chiefly due. This knight, per-
suaded that the death of Bruce would ensure victory to the English, rushed devotedly into the
enemy’s ranks, and after the battle, when the body of Bruce was identified, that of John
Maupas was found stretched across it.

Bruce’s dead body was treated with the greatest indignity by the victors. It was divided into
quarters, which were exhibited in various parts of the country, whilst the head was sent as a
trophy to the King of England by Bermingham, who was thereupon created Earl of Louth,
and given the manor of Ardee, as a reward for his services.



Whatever may have been the merits of Edward Bruce, or whatever might have resulted if he
had been successful over the English in Ireland, his career in that country has not been looked
upon with much favour by the Irish annalists, and his death is recorded by them in the
following severe terms : —

“ A.D. 1318.—Edward Bruce, a destroyer of Ireland in general, both English and Irish, was
slain by the English near Dundalk, and no achievement had been performed in Ireland for a
long time before from which greater benefit accrued to the country than from this ; for dur-
ing the three and a-half years Edward had spent in it, a universal famine prevailed, so that
men were wont to devour one another.”

It does not appear that Cathal, the Irish ruler of Connaught, took any part in the war which
terminated by the death of Edward Bruce. Probably his attention was fully occupied in up-
holding his doubtful authority in his own province. He had seized the government by the de-
position of a rival who had a more legitimate right to it than he had, and he had never been
acknowledged by some of the most powerful subordinate chieftains. Amongst others,
M‘Dermot of Moylurg had held aloof or openly opposed him. To gain M‘Dermot’s support,
or to get him into his power, was of no small consequence to Cathal ; and in the year 1320, a
meeting was arranged between them, when a reconciliation took place, and M‘Dermot sub-
mitted and returned to his own country. This peace was shortly after broken by Cathal, who,
finding an opportunity for doing so, treacherously took M‘Dermot prisoner, and also made a
prisoner of his wife. Whether M‘Dermot ever recovered his liberty is not stated, but his spirit
was broken by this arrest and treachery, and two years after, in 1322, he died.

During all this time, the deposed chieftain, Turlough, who naturally regarded Cathal as a
usurper, was waiting for an opportunity to be revenged for his wrongs, and of regaining what
he considered his rightful inheritance The opportunity at length arrived ; and in 1325, Cathal,
described as “ the most energetic, the most successful, and best man of his time,” was slain by
Turlough, who immediately reassumcd the sovereignty.

Turlough, Son Of Hugh, Son Of Owen O’Conor.

A.D. 1324-1345.

TURLOUGH, the brother of Felim, had been proclaimed King of Connaught in 1317 ; but, as
related above, was deposed in the following year. After his restoration in 1324, little is re-
corded regarding him for some years, from which we may safely conclude that those years
were years of peace. One cause for this may be found in the fact, that William de Burgh, or
Burke, as he now called himself, formerly “ a great disturber of Connaught,” died in the same
year in which Turlough O’Conor was reinstated ; and two years later, the great Earl of Ulster
also died, followed shortly after by Bermingham, Earl of Louth, the conqueror of Felim and
of Bruce.

In the year. 1327 took place the deposition of Edward II., King of England, which is thus
recorded in the Annals :—

“ Awar broke out between the King of England and his queen, who was daughter of the
King of France, and she dethroned the king, and her son assumed the sovereignty against his
father, in his seventeenth year, at his mother’s instigation, and was crowned by the council
of England.” [12]



The change in the government in England produced little or no effect, and was scarcely
noticed in Connaught, where the authority of the English king had now almost entirely disap-
peared. At this time, the Irish chieftains and rulers had assumed, in the greater part of Ireland,
all their ancient rights and privileges, and paid little attention to what was passing in England.
With the resumption of these rights, all the old feuds and family quarrels appear to have re-
vived, intensified by the additional sources of discord afforded by the animosities between the
English settlers and the native chiefs. These settlers, and especially the De Burghs, were now
firmly established in the country, and had become more Irish than the Irish themselves,
copying the latter even in their family feuds ; and between different members of the De Burgh
family disastrous conflicts were carried on.

In the year 1328 the tranquillity which prevailed throughout Connaught was disturbed by an
attack made on Turlough O’Conor by Walter, the son of the above-named William Burke. On
this occasion, the head of that family, the Earl of Ulster, who was styled the “ Brown Earl,”
supported Turlough, who was also assisted by Murtough O’Brien, the provincial ruler of the
Irish in Munster.

For some years, in consequence of this, a most destructive conflict raged in Connaught.
Walter Burke, one of the most daring of the Anglo-Irish chiefs, continued to harass and attack
the Irish ruler, O’Conor; and in 1330, aided by the M‘Donoughs, he defeated him, and ob-
liged him to fly. Burke then determined to assume the sovereignty himself, and for this pur-
pose collected all the English and Irish forces over which he had any control ; but this at-
tempt to constitute himself the ruler of the native Irish was too much for the older chieftains
to put up with ; and M‘Dermot and others having joined with O’Conor, Burke was defeated,
and obliged to accept terms of peace.

Meanwhile, the hostility between the two branches of the family of De Burgh continued.
We have seen that the Earl of Ulster assisted O’Conor against his kinsman ; and when
M‘Dermot and O’Conor had succeeded in defeating Walter, he took him prisoner, and con-
veyed him to the Castle of Innishowen, in Donegal, where he allowed him to perish by
starvation. In the following year the Brown Earl himself was slain by the English of Ulster ;
and the English who perpetrated this deed were, in the words of the annalists, “ put to death
in an extraordinary manner by the people of the King of England. Some were hanged, others
were shot, and others were torn asunder to avenge his death.”

How little authority the King of England possessed in Connaught at this time appears not
only from these wars, which were carried on without his sanction, but also from the returns
made to the English Exchequer of the receipts of tribute from that country.

John Morin, styled the “ Escheator of Ireland,” reports, in the accounts for the years 1330 to
1334, as follows : —

From “ the possessions of the king, Richard de Ex., junior, answers ‘ Nihil,’ for that
Tyrdalagh O’Conghyer, prince of the Irish of Connaught, and Cathal his brother, and other
Irish who are in rebellion against the king, occupy and hold the said lands, so that the king’s
officials can get no profit out of them.” [13]

After the defeat and death of Walter Burke, his cause was taken up by his brother and suc-
cessor, Edmund, between whom and the reigning ruler, Turlough, conflicts continued to arise
until 1338, when O’Conor expelled him from Connaught. This Edmund Burke, shortly before
his discomfiture, had taken prisoner the son of the Earl of Ulster, and having tied a stone
round his neck, had him thrown into Lough Mask, and drowned like a dog, to which “ foul



deed” the chroniclers of the day attributed all his subsequent misfortunes ; for “ having been
expelled from his estates, he remained leading a roving life in ships and boats off the west
coast of Ireland.”

Previously to this, in 1330, the Clann Costello, who inhabited that portion of the country
now included in the eastern part of the county of Mayo, rebelled against O’Conor, and dis-
puted his authority ; upon which Hugh, the son of Felim, and nephew of Turlough, assisted
by M‘Dermot of Moylurg, destroyed their castle of Castlemore Costello, and brought them
under subjection.

In the year 1336 the King of England endeavoured to reassert his authority; and for this
purpose sent over John de Wogan, with orders “ to proceed to Connaught and to hold con-
verse with O’Conor.” [14] Nothing appears to have resulted from this conference, and
Turlough most probably was at the time too much engaged in his conflicts with Burke to give
any other question much attention.

In the year 1339 he became divorced from his first wife, Derbalia, the daughter of Hugh
O'Donnell, prince of Tyrconnell, [15] and he subsequently married the daughter of O’Brien
and widow of the son of the Earl of Ulster. Shortly after this, he took his nephew Hugh, the
son of Felim, prisoner, and confined him in the castle of Roscommon, which had at this time
passed into the possession of the Irish. This attack upon the liberty of Hugh, the son of Felim,
who was considered by many as the next rightful heir to Connaught, led to new disturbances,
in the course of which Turlough himself was deposed, and Hugh, the son of Hugh Breifnach
O’Conor, one of the “ Clann Murtough,” was set up in his place, the right of succession to
him being guaranteed to Hugh, the son of Felim.

This arrangement, it is scarcely necessary to say, was soon disputed. A few months after it
had been entered into, Turlough O’Conor, having obtained the aid of O’Rourke and
M‘Rannell, overcame his opponents, expelled the “ Clann Murtough” from Connaught, and
no more was heard of the sovereignty of the son of Hugh Breifnach.

Two years later, Turlough O’Conor was killed in an expedition against the same “ Clann
Murtough,” having been struck by a javelin.

Thus ended the stirring reign of this prince, who had been twice deposed, and twice re-
instated. He had been married twice. He left two daughters—one named Finola, married to
O’Kelly, whose monument is in the Abbey of Knockmoy ; and one named Una, married to
O’Reilly. He also left two sons, Hugh and Rory, both of whom were subsequently rulers of
the Irish in Connaught.

Hugh, Son Of Turlough O’Conor.

(1345-1356.)

TURLOUGH O’CONOR having been killed as above related, his son Hugh was inaugurated in
his place. As might naturally be expected, his authority was questioned from the commence-
ment His father had met his death in an expedition against the “ Clann Murtough ;” and the
head of that clan, Hugh, the son of Hugh Breifnach O’Conor, had been proclaimed king a few
years before, by several of the Connaught chieftains ; and to him, as the lawful king, many
still looked up. Complications also arose through the insubordinate conduct of the O’Conor
Sligo sept. Roderic O’Conor, the leading man of that sept, who was the son of Cathal, and



grandson of Donnell O’Conor, had various contentions with O’Rourke and O’Donnell. In
1346 O’Donnell pursued and defeated him near Colooney, and shortly after M‘Dermot de-
stroyed his castle of Ballymote.

In 1350 Hugh, the son of Hugh Breifnach, and head of the “ Clann Murtough,” was killed
by O’Rourke ; and thus the chief competitor against Hugh, the son of Turlough, was re-
moved ; but no sooner was he freed from this adversary than another more formidable one
appeared in the person of his first cousin, Hugh, the son of Felim. This Hugh, as we have
before seen, had previously been nominated as Tanist, or successor to Hugh Breifnach ; and
on the death of the latter, his claim to the sovereignty was renewed, and supported by
M‘William Burke, and several of the chieftains and the people of the Tuathas.

In 1351 Hugh, the son of Turlough, gained the superiority, and defeated his cousin, Hugh,
and banished him from the country, after which he assumed the government, “ despite of all
the English and Irish opposed to him.”

Meanwhile the Clann Murtough were not inactive. In 1352 Cathal, the brother of their late
chief, Hugh, attacked O’Rourke in revenge for the murder of his brother, and slew him, and
numbers of the gallowglasses of M‘Sweeny, who supported him; and in 1353 Hugh O’Conor
himself was again deposed, and kept prisoner by M‘Brennan. He shortly after regained his
liberty and authority, which he retained until 1356, when he was slain by O’Kelly, for carry-
ing off his wife.

In the previous year the great enemy of his family, Edward M‘William Burke, was slain by
the people of Galway.

According to the Irish Synchronisms, this Hugh was married to Margaret, daughter of
Walter de Burgh ; she died in 1365. [16]

Hugh, Son Of Felim, 1356- 1368.

The condition of Ireland at this time was most deplorable. According to Leland, “ a perpetual
state of war oppressed and wasted the country. A want of concert and union among the Irish
prevented them from demolishing the whole fabric of English power, by one general and de-
cisive assault.

On the other hand, the divisions and jealousies of the English race, and the neglect of those
who, despising the country whence they drew their revenues, absented themselves in
England, left the enemy to harass those whom they could not subdue, and obliged the subject
to maintain a number of idle guards, no less vexatious and oppressive than their invaders. [17]

The death of Hugh, the son of Turlough, resulted in new divisions and dissensions in Con-
naught. His first cousin, Hugh, the son of Felim, immediately claimed the sovereignty, and
was duly inaugurated ; but two other leaders of the O’Conors appear to have exercised equal,
if not superior, power to the nominal ruler, namely, the two Cathals, one the head of the Clann
Murtough, and the other the head of the O’Conor Sligo branch. In 1357 these two leaders,
who had previously been at war with each other, entered into a treaty of peace ; and in 1359,
Cathal Oge (or the younger), the head of the Sligo sept, levied war on his own account ;
marched against O’Donnell ; and, according to the Annals of Ulster, subjugated Tirconnell. In
the same year he erected a stone bridge across the river at Ballisodare, and sub-sequently
marched his forces into Tyrawley, and attacked the Welshmen who were settled there; thus
exercising independent and sovereign authority in Connaught



The year 1360 was memorable for the arrival in Ireland of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, son of
Edward III., who came in the capacity of governor, accompanied by his wife Elizabeth,
daughter of William de Burgh, Earl of Ulster. In right of his wife this royal duke became Earl
of Ulster—a title subsequently held by the royal family of England. His advent to Ireland was
the occasion of a determined effort to crush out the native Irish. This naturally led to re-
prisals ; and in 1362 the two rival O’Conors, Hugh and Cathal Oge, joined together, marched
an army into Meath, attacked the English, and then proceeded as far as Kilkenny, which they
partially burned, with its fourteen churches, and having inflicted great damage on the English,
returned safely home. Shortly after their return Cathal Oge O’Conor died of the plague in
Sligo, and a few years later the other Cathal was killed in Fermanagh, leaving Hugh, after
another conflict with the Clann Murtough O’Conors, the undisputed head of the Irish in
Connaught.

Meanwhile the Duke of Clarence was not neglectful of the mission which he had under-taken.
In 1367 he summoned a Parliament, which met in Kilkenny, when the famous statutes, known
as the Statutes of Kilkenny, were passed. The primary object of these statutes was to prevent the
English settlers in Ireland from adopting any of the Irish customs or habits, or inter-marrying,
or holding any communications of business with the natives. The preamble of this statute
recites, not without reason, but yet in too general and indiscriminate a way, that the English of
the realm of Ireland, before the arrival of the Duke of Clarence, had become
“ mere Irish in their language, names, apparel, and manner of living”—had rejected the English
laws and submitted to those of the Irish, with whom they had united by marriage
alliances, to the ruin of the general weal. It was therefore enacted, that marriage, nurture of
infants, and gossipred with the Irish, should be considered and punished as high treason. Again,
it was provided by theAct, “ If any man of English race shall use an Irish name, the Irish
language, or the Irish apparel, or any mode or custom of the Irish,” he shall forfeit his lands and
tenements until he hath given security in the Court of Chancery to conform in every particular
to the English manners ; or if he have no lands, that he shall be imprisoned until the like
security be given. The Brehon law was pronounced to be “ a pernicious custom and innovation”
lately introduced among the English subjects. It was therefore ordained that in all their
controversies they should be governed by the common law of England, and that whoever
should submit to the Irish jurisdiction was to be adjudged guilty of high treason. As the English
had been accustomed to make war and peace with the bordering enemy at their pleasure, they
were now expressly prohibited from levying war upon the Irish without special license from the
State. It was also made highly penal to the English to “ permit their Irish neighbours to graze
their lands, to present them to ecclesiastical benefices, or to receive them into monasteries or
religious houses, to entertain their bards, who perverted their imaginat-ions by romantic tales,
or their news-tellers, who seduced them by false reports.” It was made felony to impose or cess
any forces upon the English subject against his will ; and as the royal liberties and franchises
were become sanctuaries for malefactors, express power was given to the king’s sheriffs to
enter into all franchises, and there to apprehend traitors and felons. Lastly, because the great
lords, when they levied forces for the public service, acted with partiality, and laid unequal
burdens on the people, it was ordained that four wardens of the peace in every county should
adjudge what men and armour every lord or tenant should provide.

This statute was promulgated with great solemnity. The Parliament at which it was passed
was attended by the prelates of Dublin, Cashel, Tuam, Lismore, Waterford, Killaloe, Ossory,
Leighlin, and Cloyne ; and the spiritual lords, the better to enforce obedience, denounced an
excommunication on those who should presume to violate it in any instance. [18]

It will be seen that these enactments mainly, if not exclusively, referred to the government
of the English in Ireland, and that the native Irish were referred to only as creatures to be



avoided and shunned ; but this was not the light in which they regarded this legislation. The
Irish, apprehending that the real object of a law, enacted and promulgated with so much pomp
and appearance of authority, was to root them out of the land, naturally combined together for
safety ; and some of the more powerful chieftains resolved on immediate hostilities. O’Conor
of Connaught, and O’Brien of Thomond, for the moment laying aside their private feuds,
united against the common foe ; and the Earl of Desmond, who marched against them with a
considerable army, was defeated and slain near Limerick. [19] No notice is taken of this en-
gagement in the Irish Annals, and any advantage arising out of it was lost by the old curse of
the country — family feuds and dissensions. Hugh O’Conor died shortly after, his death
being thus recorded in the Annals : — “ Hugh, the son of Felim, King of Connaught, the
foremost among the Irish for valour and prowess against the English and his other enemies,
died, after penance, in Roscommon, having reigned twelve years.” [20]

Roderic, Son Of Turlough, 1368-1384.

Upon the death of Hugh, the sovereignty again reverted to the descendants of his uncle,
Turlough ; and his first cousin, Roderic, who was brother to his predecessor, Hugh, was
selected as ruler. Instead of carrying on the war against the English, and following up the ad-
vantages gained by the defeat of the Earl of Desmond, the Connaught chieftains appear to
have been again engaged in attacking each other. One of Roderic’s first acts was to seize, by
treachery, his kinsman, Teige O’Conor, the son of Manus, and to deliver him to his enemy,
Donnell O’Conor, who slew him in his castle at Sligo.

In 1375 the castle of Roscommon was surrendered to Roderic by his cousin, Turlough Roe,
the son of his predecessor, Hugh, in exchange for the castle of Ballintober; and in 1381
Roderic took possession of Ballintober, driving out Turlough Roe and his adherents. In 1375
he defeated the O’Kellys, who, with the assistance of the English, had attacked him ; and
again, in 1377, he was successful against the allied forces of O’Kelly and Burke, in an en-
gagement near Roscommon, in which the principal chiefs of the O’Kellys and Burkes were
killed. Subsequently, O’Conor and M‘Dermot, who had been united on this occasion, fell out,
and another war ensued, which resulted in the spoliation of Moylurg, and the destruction of
its crops and dwellings, after which peace was made with M‘Dermot, who received com-
pensation from Roderic O’Conor for the damage that had been done to his territory. In 1381
Roderic’s wife died ; she was named Sabia, and was daughter of Ulick Burke. In the follow-
ing year a conspiracy was entered into by some of the chieftains of Connaught to depose him,
and to set up in his place one of the grandsons of Felim. Roderic, becoming aware of this
conspiracy in time, had the chief conspirators, O’Hanly, O’Beirne, and M‘Kearney, arrested,
and threw them into prison.

In 1383 a great plague broke out in Ireland, and multitudes died of it ; and in 1384 it seized
Roderic O’Conor, who died of it on the eve of St. Catherine’s festival, having been King of
Connaught for sixteen years and three months. [21]

[1] “ Iste Edward us erat homo ferox et magni cordis valde nee voluit cuhabitare fratri suo in
pace nisi dimidium regni solus haberet et hæc de causa mota fuit guerra in Hibercia.”
— Fordun.

[2] “ Bruce, whilst at Dundalk, caused himself to be crowned King of Ireland ; and then after
over-running that part of Ireland at present comprising the counties of Down, Armagh,
Louth, and Meath, he returned again to the north, where taking up a position in the neigh-
bourhood of the river Bann, he resolved to wait for supplies from his own country.”
— O’Donovan MS.



[3] “ Respondet Dominus Ricardus comes Ultoniæ, Ego habeo de meo posse xxxvi cohortes
et sufficit ad tot—de terra expellandos.” — Annals of Innisfallen, Bodl. Lib. Oxoniæ.
“ You may return home ; I and my vassals will overcome the Scots”.— Dalrymple, Annals
of Scotland.

[4] Annals of Innisfallen, and O’Donovan MS.
[5] In the Book of Hy-Many this Rory is called “ the warlike King of Croghan ;” but it adds :
“ He was cut off by the true heir, Felim, son of Hugh, son of Owen O’Conor, who was the
true and legitimate heir to the monarchy of Ireland.”—Tribes and Customs of Hy-Many,
p. 138.

[6] Annals of Cloonmacnoise, A.D. 1316. Amongst the chieftains stated in these Annals to
have been slain were the following : Tiege O’Kelly and twenty-eight other chieftains of
this name, O’Hara, O’Dowd, O’Boyle, M‘Dermot, O’Ferrall, O’Madden, O’Mulloy,
M‘Mahon, M‘Donough, M‘Egan, and many others.

[7] For an account of this battle and of the events which preceded it, see Dr. Leland’s History
of Inland, Vol. I., p. 268.

[8] So called from St. Comon, who died about 746.—Annals of the Four Masters.
[9] Hardiman’sWest Connaught.According to the Pipe Rolls, above referred to, this division
took place about the year 1292 or 1299.

[10] Record Plea Roll, 17 Edward II., A.D. 1323.— Harris’s Hibernica, Part II., p. 69.
[11] A copy of this remonstrance was printed in Fordun’s Scotochronicon, and an abstract of it
is given in Dr. O’Conor’s Life of Charles O’Conor. O’Donovan states that a very ancient
copy of it has been recently discovered at Rome, which proves that it was not, as stated
by some writers, an invention of Scottish politicians.

[12] Annals of the Four Masters, A.D. 1327.
[13] Pipe Rolls, Bermingham Tower, Dublin Castle, Vol. II., 1330-1334.
[14] Pipe Rolls, Bermingham Tower, Dublin Castle, Vol. II., 1336.
[15] Irish Synchronisms, Ashburnham collection.
[16] Irish Synchronisms, Ashburnham MS. collection, p. 97.
[17] Leland, Vol. I., Ch. v., p. 315, A.D. 1356.
[18] Leland, A.D. 1367.
[19] Leland states that this engagement took place near the monastery of Mayo. Leland,
Vol. I., p. 324.

[20] Annals of the Four Masters, A.D. 1368.
[21] The Irish bard, O’Mulconry, in his catalogue of kings, thus refers to Roderic : —

“ For three months and sixteen years the royal Roderic held the rule
At Croghan free from contest, the son of Turlough, fierce in conflicts.”
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