
MEDIA RELEASE

KILLEEN SEEKS EXTENSION OF NEW
AFFORESTATION SCHEME IN COUNTY CLARE

Thursday 22nd February 2007 - Minister for Labour Affairs and Clare T.D., Mr. Tony
Killeen is seeking an extension of the new Forest Environment Protection Scheme

(FEPS) to include areas of County Clare where farmers are currently unable to get

approval for afforestation. Currently, the Scheme does not include all Special Protection

Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and National Heritage Areas (NHA).

Minister Killeen, however, has informed two senior Government Ministers that some

farmers in Clare were deprived of the benefits of FEPS, as their lands were ineligible

under the Scheme.

The Forest Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS), launched in January 2007, aims to

encourage the establishment of high nature value forestry on farms that participate in

Rural Environment Protection Scheme REPS. The new scheme is being brought in

under the Rural Development Plan 2007-2013, which was presented to Brussels in

December, and is being operated on a pilot basis during 2007.

Minsiter Killeen stated, “Properly planned forestry is one of the most environmentally

friendly end-uses to which we can put our land. However, certain lands in County Clare

have been excluded from FEPS due to their classification as Special Protection Areas,

Special Areas of Conservation and National Heritage Areas. I firmly believe that the

extension of the Scheme to include some or all of these lands will not only benefit

landowners wishing to plant forestry but the environment in which they are working.”

The Minister continued, “I have met with Mr. Dick Roche TD, Minister for the

Environment, Heritage and Local Government, and Ms. Mary Wallace T.D., Minister of

State at the Department of Agriculture and Food, to discuss this issue at length. I have

requested that FEPS be extended to these areas so as to allow all farmers to engage in

the sustainable and environmentally friendly afforestation programme promoted by

FEPS. I am confident that the proposal is the subject of serious consideration by both

Departments and could be acted upon in the near future.”



An additional premium of up to €200 per hectare for five years is available to farmers in

REPS who join FEPS and plant part of their land in accordance with the provisions for

forestry laid down in the new scheme. Farmers planting under FEPS have to adhere to

enhanced environmental objectives, some of which are mandatory while others are

drawn from a menu of options. These concentrate on biodiversity, habitats, species mix,

environmental impact and visual considerations, setting standards which go beyond the

already substantial commitments applying under the regular Afforestation Scheme.

The additional payments under FEPS replace the premium payable under REPS in

respect of land to be afforested. The full suite of existing forestry supports also applies,

including 100% grants for planting and a 20-year premium.

According to Minister Killeen, “The Forest Environment Protection Scheme adds a

further dimension to the planting programme, opening up new land to forestry and

highlighting the environmental benefits of forestry. With the increasing evidence of

climate change before us, and with the demand for cleaner air and a better environment,

it is more important than ever that we plant more forests. I hope that Minister Wallace

and Minister Roche will allow for the extension of FEPS to provide all farmers with the

opportunity to make afforestation a real option for their land.”

Full details of the terms and conditions of the scheme, including an application form, are

available on the Forest Service section of the Department’s website at

www.agriculture.gov.ie or by contacting the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture

and Food, Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford, LoCall 1890 200 223. Information may also

be obtained from Teagasc offices and from approved Forestry companies and

consultants.
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