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•

While the Press, every day, offers to those who are engaged in the education of youth,
some additional assistance, to enable them to give to their pupils a competent knowledge of
the History of other parts of the British Empire, no attempt has been hitherto made to
facilitate the study of the History of Ireland.

To supply this want, the following “ Abridged History of Ireland, from the Earliest
Accounts to the Present Time,” has been prepared for the use of Schools and private
Education. The Author has carefully excluded from this Work all occurrences, the narration of
which is incompatible with the culture of that moral sense, whose delicacy should never be
unnecessarily invaded ; and conceiving that the events farthest removed from the present
scene of action, are those of which age has the least chance of acquiring a knowledge, when
not learned in youth, he has dedicated the greater part of the History to transactions prior to
the accession of his present Majesty, while no important event of his reign has been omitted.

The Work is divided into Books and Chapters ; to the end of each Chapter, is subjoined a
number of questions arising out of the Chapter ; at the close of every Book, there is a Re-
capitulation of questions relating to all the Chapters in the Book, but confined to the more
important events of the History, and passing by the less interesting details, which are noticed
in the Exercises of each Chapter.



Book The First

CHAPTER I

Obscurity of early History — Division of Irish History into Periods — Arrival of the
Partholanians—Nemedians—Belgians—Danonians.

THE same obscurity which involves the origin of almost every nation, covers the early
History of Ireland with much uncertainty ; and, although it can be traced to a very ancient
date, still fable and inconsistency are, in the first accounts, so mixed with truth, that it is
impossible to separate facts from falsehood.

In tracing the History of Ireland, it will be found convenient to divide it into the following
periods :—First, from the earliest accounts to the introduction of Christianity ; second, from
thence to the invasion of Henry II, ; third from the landing of Henry to the arrival of Sir
Edward Poynings, A. D. 1494 ; fourth, from l494 to the surrender of Limerick ; fifth, from
the surrender of Limerick to the Union ; sixth, from the Union to the present time.

First Period

The only materials from which the history of the first period can be collected, are of very
questionable authority, commencing with an account of the Partholanians, who are said to
have landed in Ireland in the year of the world 1969. These adventurers were soon followed
by others, who attempted the subjugation of the first settlers, but were defeated in a
sanguinary battle, in which so many were slain, that a plague, produced by the putrefaction of
the dead, carried off all the inhabitants, after the first colony had been in possession thirty
years.

After a desolation of thirty years, Ireland was next visited by a colony under Nemedius,
from the Euxine Sea. This leader had in his train, some African pirates, called Fomorians,
between whom, and the Nemedians, a long contest for dominion was maintained, which
ended in the expulsion of the latter, after having kept possession of the island for 217 years.
The Belgians, called by the Irish Firlbogs, and said to be descendants of the Nemedians, now
arrived with five thousand men, under five brothers, who divided the kingdom into five
parts ; in each of these, one of the brothers reigned, under the title of king : and Slangey, king
of Leinster, was monarch of the whole kingdom.

This colony kept possession for 80 years, during the greater part of which factious broils
gave rise to many bloody contests ; but under the last monarch of this race, the island enjoyed
peace and plenty.

A swarm of Danonians coming, probably, from Great Britain, sailed to Ireland ; and on
their arrival, set fire to their ships, that retreat being impossible, they might, with the greater
determination, prepare to win the island from the present inhabitants. A bloody battle was
fought on the plains of Moytura, in which the Belgians were defeated with the loss of 10,000
men and their monarch : the vanquished disdaining to live in subjection, retreated to the
islands of Aran, Ila, Man, and some of the Hebrides. During a space of 194 years, the History
of Ireland furnishes no particulars that are capable of exciting any interest.



EXERCISES

Into what periods is this History divided ? Who are said to have been the first inhabitants ?
In what year did they settle ? How long did the first colony exist, and what destroyed it ?
Who succeeded the Partholanians ? By whom were the Nemedians expelled, and how long
did they remain in Ireland ? How did the Belgians divide the kingdom ? By whom were the
Belgians conquered ? What means did the Danoniaus take to cut off all possibility of retreat ?

CHAPTER II

Invasions of the Milesians—Reign of Ollam Fodla—Kimbaih—Pentarchy abolished—
Restored—Disgrace of the Fileahs—Feidlim—Nial of the nine Hostages.

A Spanish colony called Milesians, from being commanded by Heremon, Heber, and
Amergin, the sons of Prince Milesius, having landed in Ireland, overpowered the Danonians,
and firmly established themselves in the island. These brothers at first divided the kingdom ;
but disputes soon arose, which brought them into the field ; and Heremon having defeated
and slain his brothers Heber and Amergin, remained sole monarch. From Heremon, the
monarchy passed through several princes, of whom little more is known, than that they were
murdered. In this interval, gold was found near the river Liffey, and colours were made the
distinguishing marks of different ranks.

The reign of Ollam Fodla, who maintained his sovereignty forty years, contributed greatly
to the improvement of the kingdom. This monarch instituted a triennial assembly of the
states, and made many wise and wholesome laws, by which he governed his kingdom in
peace : but the descendants of Ollam Fodla renewed the scenes of factious hostility, which
had proved so fatal before his time, and all again was anarchy, until Kimbath ascended the
throne. He restored the institutions of Ollam Fodia, built the palace of Eamania in Ulster,
abolished the pentarchal division and partitioned the kingdom among his twenty-five
children: he was, however, murdered.

In the reign of Achy III. the Pentarchy was restored. At this time the Fileahs, who ex-
pounded the laws, abused their power so much, by arbitrary and unjust determinations, that,
the popular indignation against them rising to a great height, they were driven out of Munster
and Leinster, and took refuge with Connor king or Ulster.

This Prince, dreading the consequence of the total expulsion of such a body, many of
whom were innocent of the crimes attributed to all, and perceiving the difference between
reforming the abuses of an institution and its total overthrow, ordered these lawyers, who
were also the poets and historians of the age, to reduce the whole body of laws to such simple
rules, that every man might become competent to form a probable opinion on his own case :
having executed this, they were restored to favor.

Feidlim, surnamed the Legislator, enacted a law of retaliation, by which every offender
was punished according to his crime : In cases of robbery, restitution was made according to
the value stolen ; in personal injuries, limb for limb was the rule of this law.

From this period to the reign of Nial, of the nine Hostages, an almost unvarying scene of
contention for the different thrones, and assinations of rival candidates is presented to us yy
the Irish records.



Nial, called, of the nine Hostages, from having received hostages from so many different
countries, in concert with the Scots, carried his arms into France with considerable success ;
but was treacherously slain on the banks of the Loire, by a prince of Leinster. In one of
Nial’s expeditions, St Patrick then a youth of sixteen, was taken, and kept for many years in
Ireland as a slave.

EXERCISES

Why were the Milesins so called ? How did the brothers first divide, the kingdom ? Who
became sole monarch ? When was gold discovered ? What was made the distinguishing
marks of different ranks ? How long did Ollam Fodla reign ? What did he institute ? How did
he govern the kingdom ? Were his institutions observed after his death ? Who restored them ?
What did Kimbath do in his reign ? When' was the pentarchy restored ? What class of the
people became obnoxious in the reign of Achy III. ? How were they restored to favour ? By
whose advice did they act ? What law did Feidlim institute ? What was the statee of the king-
dom between his reign and Nial ? Why was he called of the Nine Hostages ? Where was he
killed ? Whom did be make prisoner ?

CHAPTER III.

Introduction of Christianity—St. Patrick—Danes and Norwegians—Turgesius—Normans—
Malachy—Death of Turgesius—Second Invasion by the Danes—Brien Boiroimhe’s great

Defeat of the Danes—Consequence of the Danish Invasions.

PERIOD II.

The exact time at which Christianity was first preached in Ireland, is not accurately known
; it is however certain that, at a very early period, attempts were made to convert its inhabit-
ants from paganism, in aid of which, a bishop, named Palladius, was sent from Rome with
twelve assistants. They were, however, driven out of the country ; though, at the same time, a
few native ecclesiastics were making some inconsiderable progress in different directions.

At length, in the reign of Laogaire, St. Patrick arrived, and, after some unsuccessful
attempts, succeeded in establishing a bishopric in the north of Ireland.

Although, after the arrival of St. Patrick, the profession of Christianity spread very rapidly,
it does not appear that any great moral improvement was effected ; and we find the same
factious and ambitious feelings operating with as much violence as before : contentions for
tribute, founding of churches and religious houses, persecution from pagan princes, still un-
converted, and perpetual struggles for power, present a busy scene in Irish history, though,
without any striking events, until the invasions of the Danes, which began in the eighth
century.

At this period, large bodies of Danes and Norwegians, sometimes called Ostmen and
Easterlings, had adopted a regular system of piracy, by which much wealth was gained, that
the chief men of those states were induced to take a part in their expeditions, and share their
booty, from plundering ships, they advanced to making descents on the sea-coasts of
different countries, in large bodies and in different divisions. The state of Ireland, at this time,
distracted and divided by its civil broils, offered a particularly favorable scene for these
wandering pirates.

The Danes and Norwegians, tho’ sometimes severely chastised by some of the Irish
monarchs, continued to repeat their acts of plunder, burning and desolating wherever they



came, but always retreating to their vessels, until Turgesius, a Norwegian prince, landed with
a greater number of his countrymen than had hitherto acted in concert. Several smaller
parties, who were pillaging in different parts of the kingdom, flocked to his standard ; and
these free-booters now determined to establish themselves in this country.

The Norwegian fixed himself at Armagh, from which the clergy were driven ; and such
was the infatuation of the Irish leaders, that although it was evident they might by uniting,
have expelled the invaders, they only exposed themselves, by their own divisions, to his
attacks.

A descent was made by the Normans in numenous bodies, who, if possible, exceeded the
Danes in cruelty and rapine. The Danes becoming alarmed and dreading that the natives
might, by the assistance of these new invaders, deprive them of their conquests, Turgesius
collected all his forces, and, after a desperate and bloody conflict, succeeded in driving the
Normans out of the kingdom.

Animated by this success, the Danes determined on extending their acquisitions, and pre-
pared to fortify some strongholds, to secure themselves from both natives and invaders.
Roused, at length, by the sight of these preparations, Malsechlin, or Malachy, king of Meath,
marched against a body of the Danes, whom he defeated ; but Malsechlin was not supported :
and Turgesius, having received reinforcements, assumed the title of monarch, and kept the
whole kingdom in a state of subjugation.

After having held Ireland in a state of cruel bondage for some years, he was, by a
stratagem of Malachy’s, made prisoner and put to death, together with a number of his chief
officers : a general slaughter of the Danes followed.

A fresh body of Norwegians now arrived and made themselves masters of the seaports ;
these were followed by some Danes who dispossessed their brother pirates;

From this, until the reign of Brien Boiroimhe, the Hisotory of Ireland presents an uniform
scene of plunder and oppression on the part of the Danes and Norwegians, with occasional
resistance, and desperate efforts, void of system or perseverence, on the part of the natives, to
free themselves from the galling yoke of their invaders, rendered more secure by the bloody
feuds of the Irish chieftains. Brien Boiroimhe, after having signalized himself, in several
engagements, both against the naitive chiefs, while establishing himself on the throne of
Ireland, and also against the Danes, fought a pitched battle with the invaders at Clontarffe, in
which the, Danes were so severely beaten, that, although not driven entirely out of the king-
dom, their power was so broken, they never after were able to resume their long supported
superiority.

But, although a single day was sufficient to destroy their power, the effects which it had
produced were not so easily overcome ; they had pillaged and destroyed almost all the
churches and monasteries in the kingdom ; they had interrupted that progress toward civiliz-
ation, which was then making over Europe; by supporting, at different times, one or other of
the petty chieftains, against the nominal monarchs of the kingdom, they prevented those
monarchs from realising the sole dominion, which, when centred in one person, could have
directed the strength and resources of the country to such objects as true policy would point
out ; and so slowly did the country recover from the consequences of the Danish yoke, that, in
the following century, when the English established themselves, few traces remained either of
the learning, which had attracted students from every nation in Europe, and had educated the



celebrated Alfred ; or, of the arts, of which the buildings, particularly the round towers, whose
rains lie scattered over the country, prove the existence.

EXERCISES.

Who was Palladius ? What was he sent to Ireland for ? Did he succeed ? In whose reign
did St Patrick arrive to preach Christianity ? Where did he establish a bishopric ? When did
the invasions of the Danes and Norwegians begin ? Who was their chief commander ? Where
did Turgesius fix himself ? When did the Normans land ? Who conquered them ? What in-
duced the king of Meath to attempt the expulsion of the Danes ? Why did be fail ? By whom
was Turgesius at length conquered ? Who subdued the Danes ?

CHAPTER IV.

State of Ireland—Dermod M’Murchad carries off the Wife of O’Ruarc—Henry II—Bull of
Adrian—Devmod M’Murchad.

At this period, Ireland was under the dominion of five petty monarchs who ruled in Meath,
Munster, Ulster, Leinster, and Connaught ; within their territories were several septs, or clans,
each subject to its own immediate chieftain, who always led them in battle, and by whom
they were ruled during peace. The whole kingdom was subject to one monarchy who did not,
however, owe this exaltation to any law of inheritance, but generally to that of arms ; and as
almost every monarch had to win the sceptre by his sword, and the favour of some of the
petty kings, so few of them wielded it with any great power, and none as absolute sovereigns
of the island.

The succession to the minor thrones was not established on any firmer foundations ; the
successor was elected in the life-time of the reigning prince, by the law of Tanistry, which
directed the election to be decided by those warlike qualities, so necessary for the leader of a
people constantly engaged in arms : but this election was not considered very binding, and
few ascended any throne in the kingdom, without wading to it through the blood of one or
more rival princes. Each of these petty kings made war or peace, without consulting the chief
monarch ; and as almost every event gave rise to some dispute, and every quarrel was decided
in the field, one part or other of the interior of the island was always the theatre of war, in
which different parties engaged as they were led by treaty, connection, or the love of plunder.
The sea-ports were in general chiefly inhabited by Danes and Ostmen, who benefited the
country by their commercial pursuits. At the same time, that the possession of such posts by
men who had not a common interest with the other inhabitants, served to expose the king-
dom to the attacks of an invader.

For some years, the power of two princes, Turlogh O’Connor and O’Lochlan, was so
equally balanced, that although O’Connor was generally acknowledged king of Ireland, still
O’Lochlan possessed an influence which greatly diminished the authority of his rival.

During the struggle between these candidates, Dermod Mac Murchad, king of Leinster,
had carried off the wife of O’Ruarc, prince of Breffney. The injured husband applied to
Turlogh for assistance, in revenging this insult ; and, in return, promised to aid the king of
Connaught in supporting his claim against O’Loghlan. Turlogh consented, led his forces into
Leinster, and restored his wife to O’Ruarc ; who, with the assistance of his new ally, was
often enabled, during his lifetime, to make the Leinster monarch feel the effects of that
resentment he had so unjustifiably provoked. But the death of O’Connor gave Dermod, in
turn, an opportunity of wreaking his vengeance on the Breffnian : Dermod was the first to
acknowledge O’Lochlan, who supported him against the ally of his former rival.



Henry II. an ambitious and enterprising prince, now filled the throne of England, to which
he anxiously wished to annex the kingdom of Ireland ; and to give strength to any opport-
unity that might occur, he obtained from Pope Adrian IV. a bull, investing him with the king-
dom of Ireland, giving him authority “ to reduce the people to obedience unto laws,” for the
purpose of propagating the christian faith, and securing to the church of Rome the yearly
pension, called, “ Peter’s Pence.” To this Adrian was induced by a double motive : he wished
to oblige Henry, and also to secure to the see of Rome the same ecclesiastical dominion wlich
was then exercised by the Pope over so many countries. Hitherto, the clergy of Ireland had
been in the habit of managing their own religious concerns, and regulating the church
government of the kingdom without any reference to the opinion of the Roman Pontiff, or
without contributing to support his see.

The continuation of the quarrel between Dermod and O’Ruarc, gave Henry the opport-
unity be had so long desired. O’Loghlan had not long enjoyed his sovereignty, when he
perpetrated a horrid cruelty on a prince with whom he had concluded a treaty, and whose eyes
he then put out. This raised so powerful a combination against him, that he was de- feated and
slain in a battle fought with his tributary chieftains. Roderic, son to the late king of
Connaught, was now raised to the supreme power.

Roderic, as soon as he found himself firmly established, led his forces into Leinster,
accompanied, by O’Ruarc. Dermod, whose savage character had rendered him as detestable
at home as he was abroad, finding that his tributaries were deserting to the enemy, fled in
dismay ; while the victorious Roderic, having received the submission of Leinster and
Munster, returned in triumph to Meath, where he held an assembly of the states, which was
most numerously attended, and in which he exhibited such magnificence and grandeur, as
seemed to indicate the possession of greater wealth and Authority than was enjoyed by his
predecessors.

EXERCISES.

How was Ireland divided ? How wore the kings elected ? Whom were rivals for the title of
king of Ireland ? What crime did Dermod M’Murdiad commit ? To whom did O’Ruarc apply
for assistance ? What offer did he make ? Who supported Dermod against O’Ruarc ? Who
was at that time king of England? What authority had Henry for invading Ireland ? Why did
the Pope grant Henry’s request ? Of what cruelty was O’Loghlin guilty ? Who defeated
O’Loghlin ? Who succeeded him in the supreme power?

RECAPITULATION.

What makes it difficult to ascertain the true history of Ireland in the first period ? At what
year does it commence ? Who were the first colonists ? Who the second ? Whom did the
Belgians find in possession ? Who were in possession when the Milesians arrived ? In what
year is the Spanish invasion fixed ? By whom was the pentarchy abolished ? Who were the
fileahs ? How did they abuse their power ? How was this abuse corrected ? What was the
nature of the law enacted by Feidlim ? When does the name of St Patrick first occur in Irish
history ? What was the state of Christianity in Ireland before the arrival of St. Patrick, in the
reign of Laogaire ? What foreign monarch was educated n Ireland ? How else is the learning
of Ireland proved ? What peculiar remains have we of the arts of that period ? What was the
nature of the expedition which the Danes were making in the eighth century ? What made
Ireland a favourable scene for their attacks ? Which of them established his power per-
manently in Ireland ? What enabled the Danes to maintain their superiority ? By whom was



their power broken ? What influence had the Danish yoke on Ireland ? What was the nature of
the Irish government in 1150 ? By what law was the succession to the different thrones
regulated ? What gave rise to the expulsion of Dermodd Mac Murchad ? What means had
Henry II. taken to sanction his vews on Ireland ? What prevented Dermod from making
resistance in his owm kingdom ? What were Roderic’s proceedings after expelling Dermod ?
What appearances did his court exhibit ?

BOOK THE SECOND.

CHAPTER I.

Dermod applies to Henry—Obtains succour in England—Returns to Ireland—Attacked by
Roderic—Makes Peace—Arrival of the English—Wexford taken—Grants to the English
Barons—Dermod reinstated—Aspires to the whole Kingdom—Arrival of Strongbow.

PERIOD III

In the mean time, Dermod was seeking in exile the means of reinstating himself in his
dominions, and applied, in his distress, to Henry, then in Guienne, for his assistance in re-
covering his throne, which he offered to hold in vassalage under the crown of England.

Henry was prevented, by his continental affairs, from embarking personally in the enter-
prise ; but gave Dermod letters, which authorised such of his subjects as might wish to
volunteer their services, to aid the exiled prince.

Under the authority of Henry’s letters, and by the aid of liberal promises, Dermod engaged
Richard Earl of Pembroke and Chepstow in England, and in Wales, Robert Fitzstephen, and
Maurice Fitzgerald, to lend him their support : he then returned, privately, to his kingdom, to
conceal himself in the monastery of Ferns, which he had founded, until spring, when his
English succours were to arrive.

Dermod’s arrival was not long concealed from Roderic, who, with O’Ruarc, again
marched into Leinster ; Dermod, being strongly posted, offered some resistance, but was soon
overpowered and made peace, resigning to Roderic the kingdom of Leinster, with the except-
ion of ten cantreds, and giving to O’Ruarc 100 ounces of gold.

At length, however, the arrival of Dermod’s allies gave him an opportunity of shewing,
that his abdication was only nominal. Fitzstephea landed near Wexford with 30 knights, 60
esquires, 300 archers, and was soon joined by Maurice de Pendergast, with 10 knights and
200 archers : with their united forces they laid siege to Wexford, inhabited chiefly by Danes.
After an assault, which was bravely and sucessfully resisted, Fitzstephen set fire to his fleet,
to shew his men, that they must rely on their valour. The determined spirit displayed by this
act, had such an effect on the garrison, that the town surrendered ; and Dermod, who had
before joined the besiegers, entered in triumph.

Dermod now invested Fitzstephen, and Fitzgerald, who was hourly expected, with the
lordship of this city and its domain; Hervey of Mount Morris, uncle to Strongbow, who
accompanied Fitzstephen, was granted a large tract between Wexford and Waterford ; and it is
remarkable, that the first British colony which was planted here, retain to this day, after a
lapse of nearly 700 years, such peculiarities of language and manners, that they are strongly
distinguished from the surrounding inhabitants.



Fitzgerald next arrived with 10 knights, 30 esquires, and 100 archers, and joined the other
adventurers, with whose aid Dermod was enabled to bring an army into the field, by which
Roderic was defeated in several battles.

The Prince of Ossory, who was particularly hostile to Dermod, was obliged to submit ; and
Dermod recovered nearly the whole of his kingdom.

Not content with these advantages, Dermod became ambitious of dethroning Roderic, and
bringing the whole island into subjection under his own sceptre. Accordingly he dispatched a
messenger to the Earl of Strigul, who bad not yet come over, to hasten his departure, and re-
presented the conquest which might be effected, if his promised reinforcement should arrive.
Richard, not choosing to rely on the written permission given by Henry, had a personal

interview with him in Normandy, to obtain his licence for invading Ireland ; and though he
received from the English monarch only a cold consent, prepared to fulfil his original promise
to Dermod. Raymond Le Gross, with ten knights and 70 archers, were first sent over by
Strongbow ; these troops landed near Waterford, and defeated a body of Irish of superior
numbers, by whom they were attacked. Shortly after, the Earl, with 200 knights and 1000
archers, followed his victorious vanguard, and making himself master of Waterford, marched
to Duliin, which was taken by assault.

Dermod now married his daughter Eva to Strongbow, and dying soon after, was suc-
ceeded in his kingdom of Leinster by his son in law, who made preparation for subduing the
whole kingdom. To check this attempt, Roderic, and the other Irish princes, besieged the
Earl in Dublin with a numerous army, which was routed by Strongbow, who, at the head of
his knights and their followers made a desperate sally.

EXERCISES.

What did Dermod do when driven into exile ? What assistance did Henry give him ? What
use did he make of Henry’s letters ? Where did Dermod conceal himself on his return to
Ireland ? On what terms did he make peace with Roderic ? In what year did the English first
arrive ? By whom were the first detatchments commanded ? What was their first enterprise ?
How did they intimidate the garrison? How did Dermod reward the English? What is remark-
able of the first colony ? What Englishman arrived next ? What was the success of Dermod
and his allies ? Why did Dermod press Strongbow to come over ? Where did Strongbow
land ? Where did he march to after taking Waterford ? How was Dublin taken ? How did
Strongbow rescue himself when besieged ? To whom was he married? Who succeeded
Dermod ?

CHAPTER II.

Henry recalls his subjects—Visits Ireland—Submission of the Irish Chieftains—Division of
the Pale into counties—English Law—Brehon Law—Council nominated—Grants confirmed.

HENRY, alarmed at the progress made by the Earl, whose encrease of power might soon
enable him to become a traublesome neighbour, issued a mandate, recalling all his subjects
from Ireland, and prepared in person to finish the conquest they had commenced. Before his
arrival, the adventurers satisfied the English monarch of their allegiance ; and having offered
him all the strong posts they possessed, were allowed to keep the remainder of their acquisit-
ions in vassalage to the English crown.



Henry landed at Waterford, with 500 knights and other soldiers ; from thence, he marched
to different parts of the kingdom, and received the submission of several of the Irish chief-
tains.

Henry next marched to Dublin, where he feasted his new tributaries in a magnificent
manner.

The English monarch, during his residence in Dublin, made such regulations as were
necessary for the future government of his newly acquired dominions.

The lands in the immediate occupation of the English barons to whom they were granted,
were divided into counties, in which sheriffs and other officers were appointed : the English
subjects living within this district, called the Pale, were to be governed by the laws and con-
stitution of England, while the natives remained still subject to their code, the Brehon law, the
distinguishing feature of which was, the commutation of punishment for fines : courts of
justice were established in Dublin, and a council nominated, who should, with the consent of
the nobles, elect a successor, in case of the death of the chief governor.

This council with the nobles, for many years exercised the power of parliament, and was
so called, though there did not exist then any distinction of lords and commons ; and it was
several years before the parliaments assumed that regularity of form and proceeding, which
they latterly adopted.

Having confirmed to Strongbow, and the other barons, their possessions, and made grants
to several English lords, Henry departed.

EXERCISES.

Why did Henry recal his subjects from Ireland ? How did the adventurers satisfy him ? When
did he land ? Where ? What forces had he ? What did he first do ? How was he occupied in
Dublin ? What was the Pale ? By what laws were the settlers to be governed ? What was the
nature of the Brehon law ? What provisions were made in case of the death of a chief
governor ?

Chapter III

Irish Chieftains take up arms—State of English Army—Strongbow made chief Governor—
Expedition of Raynard Le Gross—Retires in disgust—Engagement near Thurles—Strong-bow
retreats to Waterford—Roderic takes the Field—Distress of Strongbow—Return of Raymond

—Capture of Limerick.

The Irish chieftains, not conceiving their submission to Henry to be of a very binding
nature, and perceiving that several petty disputes, between their own subjects and the settlers,
made the latter impatient of the English power, took the opportunity of the absence of Earl
Richard, and of other English lords, to throw off the mask. At this time, the English army
was in a mutinous state, and its commnndcr, Harvey, of Mount Morris, and his second in
command, Raymond Le Gross, were of such opposite opinions, as to afford a favourable
opportunity of putting an end to the English power in Ireland. To remedy these evils, Henry
reluctantly entrusted the sole direction of affairs in Ireland to Strongbow, who immediately
returned with his commission to Dublin, and dispatched to Henry’s aid, in Normandy and
England, several English commanders, together with the garrison of Waterford. Thus the



Earl’s forces were greatly weakened, and those whom he retained were so discontented with
their commander, that Strongbow was obliged to remove Mount Morris, and appoint
Raymond to the command. Raymond, leading his troops to chastise the defection of some
petty chieftain, overran a great part of the country, from which he collected a large booty ;
and having successfully resisted an attack, made by the inhabitants of Cork to recover the
plunder, entered Waterford in triumph.

In return for these services, Raymond demanded from the Earl the hand over his sister
Basilia, together with some posts of honour, which were refused with great coldness by
Strongbow, jealous perhaps of Raymond’s growing influence; who, mortified at this refusal,
retired into Wales, and the command of the army was restored to Mount Morris.

At this period, the principal opposition to the English power, was in Munster. To this
point. Mount Morris, anxious to emulate the successes of Raymond, prevailed on Strongbow
to turn his attention, and both marched to Cashel with a considerable body of troops. Having
ascertained the position and force of the enemy, the Earl, at Harvey’s request, sent orders to
Dublin for a reinforcemcnt from the garrison, which consisted of Ostmen then in the English
service.

This detachment reached Thurles on its rout to Cashel and having encamped carelessly,
were attacked by O’Brien of Thomond, who, falling on them suddenly, killed 400 and the
principal commanders. Richard, on hearing of the defeat of this detachment, retired with pre-
cipitation into Waterford.

Encouraged by this success of O’Brien, several of the Leinster Chieftiains disclaimed the
submission which they had lately made to Henry. Donald Cavanagh son of the late Dermot
Machmorrough, who had hitherto adhered to the English, now declared against them, and laid
claim to the throne of Leinster, and Roderic, who had never submitted, united the Princes of
Ulster and other Chiefs to act against the common enemy. Strongbow, aware of the con-
sequences of being obliged to act on the defensive, and afraid of a mutiny of his own troops,
sent to entreat the return of Raymond to whom he offered those terms which were formerly
rejected. Raymond instantly collected thirty leaders of his own kindred, 100 horsemen, and
300 archers, and embarking them in twenty transports, arrived in Waterford at a very Critical
moment.

The townsmen had planned a massacre of the garrison, and the time fixed for its execut-
ion, was that of Raymond’s appearance. On his landing, Strongbow and Le Gross, ignorant of
the conspiracy, agreed to march to Wexford, as a spirit hostile to their interests was manifest-
ing itself in Leinster.

The garrison left in Waterford was soon after suddenly attacked, many were slain, and the
rest driven into the citadel, from which in a short time they recovered possession of the town.
In Wexford, Raymond received the hand of Basilia, the office of constable, and standard
bearer of Leinster, but was in the midst of his festivities called into the field the advance of
Roderic at the head of a large army into Meath which Henry ad granted to Hugh DeLacy,
where he disturbed the English settlers and committed extensive devastation.

The Irish Chieftains, contented with their success in plundering, refused to meet the
English army, and the Irish monarch thus deserted was obliged to retire,— while the fall of
Donald Kavanagh in another quarter, so disheartened his followers as to give the Earl leisure
to resume his operations in Munster.



Limerick was in the possession of the Prince of Thomond—this city is surrounded by the
Shannon. Raymond undertook the siege with 600 men, and finding the bridges broken, threw
himself into the river, and being followed by his troops, made himself master of the place
after a slight resistance.

EXERCISES.

How did the Irish Chieftains act after Henry’s departure ? What was the state of the English
army ? How did Henry remedy these evils ? On what occasson was Raymond attacked by the
citizens of Cork ? What occasioned his retirement ? Who took the command of the army
then ? What expedition did he advise ? How did it end ? What did Strongbow do then ? What
obliged Roderic to retire ? What city did Raymond besiege ? How did he take it ?

Chapter IV
Roderic sends his submission to Henry—Henry becomes suspicious of the settlers—
Commissioners sent over, to order Raymond to England—Distress of the garrison of
Limerick—Raymond sent to relieve it—Death of Strongbow—Raymond elected by the

council.

RODERICK now convinced that no reliance could be placed on his subordinate Chieftains,
resolved to submit to the English yoke ; but disdaining any submission except to a king,
overlooking Strongbow, dispatched to Henry the Archbishop of Tuam, the Abbot of St.
Brandon, and his own Chancellor, to offer from him homage and tribute ; on these conditions
the Irish monarch retained the uncontrolled administration of his kingdom. The annual tribute
was fixed at every tenth merchantable hide from every part of the kingdom, not under the
immediate dominion of Henry and his Barons, whose possessions then lay nearly between a
line drawn from Drogheda to Dungarvan, and the southern coast.

The English interest seemed now strengthened, but the jeasousy which Henry entertained
towards his Barons, and their own divisions, again threatened them with destruction ; by
several intermarriages, the old English adventurers became so closely connected, as to alarm
their monarch ; and the envy of Mount Morris, instigated him to make such representations of
Raymond’s ambitious views, as induced Henry to send to Dublin four Commissioners, Robert
de Poer, Osbent of Hereford, William Bendegar, and Adam of Germany ; two to conduct
Raymond to the king ; two to ascertain the views of Strongbow and his fellow adventurers.

Raymond wisely complied with Henry’s orders, but while he waited a favourable wind,
intelligence arrived that the indefatigable O’Brien of Thomond had besieged Limerick, and
reduced the garrison commanded by Meyler of St. Davids to great distress.

Strongbow, though ill prepared to relieve the garrison in person, as he was deprived of his
favourite general, but the soldiers obstinately refusing to march except under Raymond, the
Commissioners agreed to wait the issue of the expedition, and Raymond with affected re-
luctance taking the command, marched with 80 knights, 200 horses, 300 archers , and some
Irish troops under the commend of the Prince of Ossory. On the approach of Raymond
O’Brien raised the siege, and awaited near Cashel the enemy’s approach, where he was
attacked in his entrenchments, and defeated.

O’Brien, disheartened by his unequal conquest, made peace, and gave hostages as a
security for his allegiance. At this time Cormac, eldest son of Mac Carty, Prince of Desmond,



had dethroned and imprisoned his father, who, as he had sworn allegiance to Henry, applied
to Raymond for assistance : he marched into Desmond, and reinstated the father on his
throne, who in turn imprisoned his son, and then put him to death, and rewarded Raymond
with a grant of land. Raymond now received intelligence of Strongbow’s death, which the
English thought it prudent to conceal from the Irish, until his successor should be elected.
Raymond instantly withdrew his troops from Limerick, and entrusted its possession to
O’Brien, who, as soon as Raymond had crossed the Shannon, burned the town, declaring it
should no longer be a nest for foreigners.

On Raymond’s arrival in Dublin, the funeral of the late Earl was performed with great
pomp. Strongbow was of tall stature, but slender make, of an even temper in prosperity and
adversity : submissive in peace, cautious in council, and undaunted in action. The council
nominated Raymond as Strongbow’s successor, and the Commissioners satisfied with his
conduct, agreed to his election, and made a favourable report to Henry of his intentions.

EXERCISES.
What determined Roderic to submit ? To whom did he do homage ? What power did he re-
tain ? What tribute did he pay ? What was the extent of the pale ? What alarmed Henry ? For
what did be send Commissioners ? What suspended Raymond’s departure ? Where did he
engage O’Brien ? Who conquered ? Who applied to Raymond for assistance ? Why did he
give up Limerick ? What did O’Brien do on Raymond’s departure ? What was Strongbow’s
character ? Whom did the council elect to succeed him?

CHAPTER V.

Fitzandelm chief governor—Irruption into Ulster—John made Lord of Ireland—Admin-
istration of De-Lacy—John’s arrival—Conduct of his courtiers—His recall—State of the

country—Roderic dethroned—Henry dies.

Henry, whose apprehensions of Raymond Le Gros’s intentions were not yet removed, sent
over as chief governor William Fitzandelm, who was attended by some ecclesiastics, bringing
a brief from Pope Alexander, confirming the Bull of Adrian.

During the administration of Fitzandelm, who appeared full of the same fears of the
adventurers as operated on his sovereign, the English power was greatly weakened. The
English lords, discontented with the state of affairs in the east, made under John deCourcey,
an irruption into Ulster with indifferent success ; and a similar one in Connaught under Milo
Decogan. Complaints against Fitzandelm at length effected his recall, and De Lacy was
appointed his successor.

Henry now constituted his son John, lord of Ireland, under which title but subservient to
his father, John exercised supreme power in Ireland.

The administration of De Lacy was both vigorous and equitable, well calculated to
advance the English interest, and to conciliate the Irish. But his popularity soon alarmed
Henry, who recalled him from Ireland, but restored him to his office in three months.

Laurence O’Toole, Archbishop of Dublin, died and was succeeded by John Comyn, an
Englishman. Henry now recalled De Lacy once more, and replaced him by Philip De Braosa,
who during a short administration gave many shocks to the security De Lacy had established.



John, attended by a numerous train, Glenville a lawyer, and Geraldus Cambrensis the
historian, sailed for Ireland. His arrival, however, gave ho strength to the English power ; his
courtiers treated the Irish Chieftains with such indignities as united them firmly in their
common cause, while the arrogance and rapacity of John’s attendants estranged the earlier
English settlers ; several sanguinary tumults were the consequence, and the assassination of
De Lacy, gave an additional blow to the English power.

To repair these disasters, Henry recalled John, and entrusted the chief government to John
De Courcey, who prepared by desperate valour, his best quality, to repair the fortunes of the
first adventurers. He soon succeeded, for the Irish Chieftains never had patience for a regular
campaign, and disregarded the enemy, when removed from their immediate territories, re-
turned to those desultory broils to which their own quarrels were continually giving rise.

Encouraged by these divisions amongst his enemies, De Courcey advanced incautiously
into Connaught, and after a desperate struggle, escaped with considerable loss from the united
forces of Connaught and Thomond. The Ulster chiefs took this opportunity of attack-ing the
English settlements in the north, but De Couroey succeeded in re-establishing tranquillity,
receiving no opposition from the people of Connaught, who were involved in the confusion
occasioned by their own dissensions. Roderic’s sons had deposed their father, one of whom
was murdered by an assassin hired by his own brother for the purpose. The un-fortunate
monarch took refuge in the monastery of Cong.

Henry did not long survive the degradation of the Irish monarch, and died in 1189.

EXERCISES.

Why did Henry remove Raymond ? Who succeeded him ? What attempts were made by the
English to extend their possessions ? Why was Fitzandelm removed ? Who succeeded him ?
Who was made Lord of Ireland ? Of what kind wtu De Lacy’s administration? Why was he
recalled ? By whom wju he succeeded ? In what year did John visit Ireland ? What historian
accompanied him ? What effect had John’s visit on the Irish Chieftains and the Settlers ? Who
was Governor after John’s recall ? What Berolution took place in Connaught ? When did
Henry II. die?

RECAPITULATION

What return did Dermod offer to make Henry II. for his assistance ? What occasioned the
increase of English troops after Dermod had recovered his kingdom ? What circumstance
gave Strongbow a peculiar influence in Ireland ? How did Henry act on hearing the success of
the first adventurers ? How did the Irish Chieftains act on Henry’s arrival ? What provision
did he make for the Government of the settlers ? What was the consequence of Raymond Le
Gros’s retisement ? On what occasion did Roderic make an attempt to espel the English ?
Why did it fail ? What city in the south did Raymond take ? How did Roderic act when de-
termined to submit? What was his tribute? What were Henrys feelings towards the settlers ?
Which of the Oiief Governors participated in those feelings? What were their effects? What
occasioned De Lacy’s recall ? What was the name of John’s power over Ireland ? What effect
had his presence in Ireland ? What occurred in the family of the king of Connaught ? What
was Strongbow’s character ? In what was the conduct of Fitzstephen ^and the J)aiiODUQ8
the sua»i In Avhat year did Henry land ?
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